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Concession for roads and road trains in| 
South and West Persia. Refers to Part 
XIV,No. 79. Transmits No, 255. Con- 


rent deserting abataton 
jar, Urges. that Persian 

shuld at once prevent. ian 

Interfering eee 3 
Cogs tons a Sith Fei, Rates | 
No, Sin. "Vieo-Conas prodence can be | 
Tolod on, Iecautoningtim se 


Bunder Abbas Consular guard. Gives sub-| 
stance of No, 287, and asks if he concurs. 


‘Taona murders. Refers toNo, M4, Trans 

tckeram from Goverment of Inn 

High Angont, stating hat they so 

to cbjetin to hue o rool struc 

Shi Rel Oxide Concewon. Report. from 

ney Agent at Lingal ax to Moin 

fending to cmtmng oxiden nd 
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M, do Hare a Blt in Toran 

"Toa be, and 310, 

Complaint to be made of M, de 

ooducl, but mater might be 

ator bi moval 2 

259 and. 267 

ith rot nterest, 

Warm spre is dt a 
trying etcomstancen ees 


Coup aFlat in Tehran, N 
Tinea been 


wad. Refers to No. 
‘of No. 209, and asks 
‘what reply is desired to be given 


petition eit 
Persia to be avei | 
ohammerah telegraph. Refers 
802, Will no. longer withhold. 
sanction for proposal as put forward in 
Part XII, No. 902. 
Siri oxide. | Refers to No. 217, transmits No, 
288, and inquires if guarantes is now 


Shod at Sheliilich. Refers to No. 904, Can= 
not take aby beyond that reported 
ia No. 236." Mrs Maing is sre to pare 
no efort = ‘ 





British and German lags in Persian Gulf, 
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posls in regard to arrangements for, a8 


‘Memorandum from Russian 
ter for Foreign Affairs... 


Baranduz district, Quotes telegram from 
Mr, Wratislaw on events, we 


M, Bizot's proposals. Gives general outines 
iuetts, Mf. Blzobs audience of the 
colleagues viows, State 


at Legation. Reports on difficulty of 
inducing them to leave, and final arrangex 
Cortina s Sole aktoe es od 


‘Turvo-Persian frontier, Refers to No. 188, 
Thussians havo no objection to communica 
‘tion of documents in question to, Persian 
Ambassador at Constantinople. MM. Zino» 
viow instructs accordingly. ey 


‘Turvo-Persian frontier, M, Iavolaky anxious 
‘at advaneoof Turkish tivops, and suggests 
reprowntation to Porte eae 


Bundor Abbas escort, Refers to No, 800. 
Coneurs as to proposed increase = 


‘Tabrecs. situation, 
August 
ay to an 
town, 
for 1 s0 


No firing since 10th 
AM. de Hartwig’ information 
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‘Ala Rofers'to Nos 87, Trans 
No 304, “Tres payment of 
Maltexpeditae fom Inport fade 
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Joint Anglo-Rnsstanwarnlug. to, Shah rex 
‘specting, convocation of Assembly, Con= 
Versation with M. ‘Toharykoff, Acting 
Ministor for Forelin Affairs, who wuggesta 


‘Tureo-Perstan frontion. Porte soem inclined 
to try and settle question, Deprecates 
formal Anglo-Itussian representations «| 


‘Vnreo-Persian frontier. Refers to No, 824, 
We are, prepared, if Russians desire it, 10 
ake friendly representations t0 Porte 

Mobammerb-Tulfa Railway,  Tefers to 
No. 319. Question cannot be discussed 

till Ministry reassembles 4. 

Porsian Minister in London, Shab action 
most discourteous "His Majesty's Govorn- 
mut expect no further delay... 
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hb tolegraph Refers: 

No hjection to 
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<counterbal 


‘Turco Persian frontier. Toe 
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‘suggested 5 
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‘Yocation of Afghans from Russian territor 
His Majesty's Government are press 
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National Bank at Toliran. Inquires a9. to 
attitude towards proposal for establishing, 
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Tidpes ture peeaure may bo exerci | 231 Porto have abandoned idea. of 
BP Re Te SA 
inate) | yl eee Tah ‘urkih eaort for ‘Teliteez, ‘Turkish Am- 
Bi bean Bite itwador las nollled Goverment uf 300 | Mr Mating.) 105, 1, | Renewal of onteats of Helglan Customs 
she ofidals. Reports. =] 207 
tind would’ bo. very” gratefal fic G2 
flower cou disuade Porte, Origin of ai ee Healy 10 | Relations of Russian and’ French, Miaisters 
lL he ae eee Very Coit it Than, NOt ontialy. of cordial 
: tharacter os aer 
aasta, | 27, | Hormus Oxide Covccsion. Refers to Now 





77 | To Mr. Marling: 





tr Bilinger 


370 


Thalia Ofiew a 


Mayet ster Chamber 
OF Connmereo| 


880 
























305. Micister for Fore 
‘Mrs of our abjections to alvance aa 
ommection with His reply. Sha 
promiceto let Russa know before granting 
Concessions to Germany mo] 282 























1 vz, | National Bask, Requests information in 

SE Togard to posite formation of. | 288 
5 2, rs alata of S200, 
ico gore deirabity of agrees 

peo Wi Sie Stokes te ne] 288 




















26, | Concesion to group of Porrians for roads 
= , aod * trans’ Renard” — Hefern to. No. 
Comins unimpotante 1 
is uuawace of present_po 
Sivbed:Dowktis automobile 
(erie aa tis 0s a ates le] 
” 7 Messrs. Ziegler and Co, : introduces oe 























392 








198 


16, ‘Tureo-Persian frontive, ‘Transinits wote from 
Minister for Forojgu Affairs protesting 
‘wrkish encroachments near 

















$93 

















200 


201 


10, 


10, 





of I 





igual 


Request. from 
intervention. 












896 






203 


204 


4, 


uy, 








Con 





Demonstration 


tw No. 274, 











lis Majesty's Government agreo to... 


Refused see 


ion of villages noar Urumia, Trans- 
mits appeal for protection from Armenian 


Persian Fimbassy at Constantinople, Refers 





238 


Ahog year of sinking fund 
eh etre to NO, 18 
woo to Minne for 
ospoctng tra on which 





239) 


Salar-ed-Dowleh for British 
elora to Part X1,No.40,) 
a1) 239. 








Archbishop of Avertaijan —., | 240 


of Persian Liberals. before 


Reply of Shab, | 240 








TABLE OP CONTENTS. 





Somecr. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 








216 
Very Gout 


218 
{Confidential 








‘Aug. 12, 1908 





‘Monthly summary. Transmits .. | 


1M. Bizot’s efforts st financial reform. Tefers 
to No. 821. Dwells upon. They have 
Temained without result. 


‘Tabreen Suggested collective reprosenta- 
ion (0 Shake Reports conversations with 
fusian colleagues and Turkish 

I) 
fan, Report as Fotos for not 

‘going to Europe. Danger of his staying 
A ighatian, Rossin colleaszu's attitode 
fand wetion, ‘Transmits note fron Minister 
for Foreign Alfairs respecting his property 
(enttotbeal) see 


ile of Mujtehids at Nojef towards con= 
fal reform favourable, but, their 

iiation of Shah hiss met with no| 
repone) ss ee 


Refugees at, Gulahek. Reviews cireurs- 
‘stineos of their arrival and expulsion. 
Convereation with and attitude of M. de 

Battwigir is) acs tees. Seco 


Captain Lorimer’s tours. Refers to Nos. 300 
‘nd 203. Dwells upon bis judgment and 
from impetcosity —-. 


marked change during. 
'No steps taken to prepare 
Tor return ti Constitutional régime 


‘Motiammerah-Kermsnshah trade route. vil 
Hofers to Part 
HI, No. 


ty Capt 


Situation at Tabreer. Refers to No. 256. 
HReyorts on during past four weeks. 


raz-Bornjun tgeaph Tine, Refer to 
inora f onea of Me 

OP Helegeapis that TrEuropean ‘Telo- 
Fi Department shld take over wal 





ial Bank to Government of 
in onder to. 


gate 
Niche respecting 


and recommends 


| Hormuz Red Oxide € 
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War fs very raicent and enjoy the 
eifation of being the most astute an 
Siergplens trader ta Pers. Ils fear 
that Hes Majesty's Latin. ight wsize 
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pateswith Bim. eee 





Date, 


Svpyeon. 





Sir F. Lascelles 


Sir B. Goschen 


(1599) 





153 Tel, 


154 Te, 


7 
Aug. 14, 1908 








‘Tareo-Persian frontier, Refers to No. 262 
‘Transmnits comprebonsive despatch from 
Mr, Wratislast, who concludes that no 
setilement will bo reached without assist= 
‘ance of third parties. wees 


Railway in Persia, Trausnits aiderménoire 
communicated by Russian Government 
ih proposed 


AME de Staal on Angio-Russian relations «+ 


‘Tureo-Persian frontier. Further details of 
interview in No, 824 O08 


First diplomatic reception of M. Tcharykol 
ig Minister for Foreign Affairs: 


And acoess to the Einperor 
Persia, He siiggests joint warning: to, 
‘Shah respecting convocation of Assembly, 


‘Tureo-Persian frontier: Converwation with 
1M, Teharykoff, who concurs as toiturthor 
tion belng unnecessary at present. His, 
conversation with Turkish Chang d'Ats 
fares, Memorandum will be. sent, roe 
‘specting proposed communication to Shah 


Proposed joint warning to tho Shah ns to 
ceonvokliig Medjliss. Conversation with 
M. Melarykoll, who is anxious to 

trouygthon Shah against reactionary. 
forces around hin.” Tabreen; the Zils 
fnereasd of Cossack Brigade, 


Railways in Persia. Russian opinion of pro= 
Melange asks op on of He 
Government i 


fronton Rofers to No it, 
text i cnet 9 Ber 
Government siggested by Act 
Mais, ad expres: 

of Dstsh aan 
anes ecelvad fron 
OltbuanrGovertmontse ase 


Brchanye of teeraph nos ‘Tans 
aide-nuinoire fro Mus Goyer 


ospetively, and one ritih sigualor at 
Medhed ont'Tebian respctivlys 5. 
Gorman commercial 
is artes fom * Beri Tage: 


in Porn and tect of Anglo- 
Convention. Reports convarac 
for Forelga Alte 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to No, 986, 
M, Mehiarykofl agrees to proposed a 
ients, anil sugests means of avo 
delay, Turkish Ambassador says all 
efforts will be made to secure amicable 
eetloment «5 eee ee 


‘Turkish escort for Tabrees. Refers to No, 
$88, -M. ‘Tobarykolt wishes to consul 
M, de Hartwig first, and much doubts 
‘whether Porte would eutertain proposal «| 
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at communistion to, Shah respecting 
funvecation of Asembly and reatertion 
of organie laws. —Belers to No. 418. 
Gives“text proposed. MM. ‘Fobarykots 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. Me has received 
tliree telegrams from Tis Majests’s Con- 
‘sl-General at Urumia with regard to 
‘esuumption of local negotia = 


ional Bank, Refers to No. $77. Ree 
rts on attitude of Financial Adviser and 
tussian and French colleagues... 


‘Tureo-Persian frontier. Concurs in. view 
‘exprested in last paragraph of No. 382. 


Hlormuz red oxide, Refers to No. 887. 
Reports interview with Moin, who is 


Company 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to No, 362. 
Russian eolleaxue arid be depr 

“without mediation of Russia 

Britain” fe 


Escort for Turkish Consulate at Tabreor, 
‘To give substance’ of No. 389 to Russian 
Government, aud say proposed instructions 
ew! not be 


Approves sugges | 
raph 82, bat 
‘will be made if Rus- 


‘Shed at Shellie, Copy of No. 874 will bo 
Torwarded to Mr, Marling.» 


aphid to Tehran respecting: control | 
of by Tndo-buropean Telegraph Depart- 
ment paeia taleiae aj 


Repairs on Alysaz-Tapahan road. Refers to 
‘No. 373. Company's grievauicos. against 
the Kha ons a6 to financial 
fasgoots of situati eae 


‘Tabrece, Vico - Consul reports extreme 
‘gravity of situation, which Tel 
fies donot realize. The 6 

to omer elections the 

to M.de Hartwig: 


Possible extersion of operations of Oil Syn 
‘icate. Tra Teport from Captain 
Loriiuer respectings 
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Siders is Majesty's iment may 
‘sifely adopt a neutral attitude towards 
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joint communication might be. anisin- 
iwxpreted, and liad therefore better be 
oulade a SO ass, S| 
Baki Rofers to Nos, 209 and 257. 
Persian Transport Company have refused 
‘estimate of 1,000 tomans as payment for 
ropaits toodar Bridge, ‘They wish Khans 
topay expense of their engineer's return 
WABhWarce gn eek ee 


Concessions for motor trains in Persia, Refers 
to No.255,Transmits Nos. 308 and 979 
for inquiry and reports. eae 
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1s to beappolnted without delay. 
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Meet ica Lt Hier na acts of violence during: pourparlers 
hein to idea of joint. representation 


ice no nows has arrived of improvement ++) 209 Tel, Bakitiari road, Points 


“| eee 
rept Eh 
mle : : arena 


eve 478 | To Sir A. : froin Reto to No.7 | 
‘tel i F. Wratislaw says as raised “in No, 882 been | 
G Comthor | 250 "Tal nt op fo ree considtred est N88 


47) ToMr. Marling.) 246 Tel Hormux red oxide. Refers to No, 439, 


vow of German offer of loan, would 

| bo well to ask for support of Russi 
Government? a 

404 Mr, Marling 296 Tol, ite _ 


247 ‘fel. Proposed joint communication to Shih 
ospoctinig, convocation of Assembly. 
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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr XY. 


(22681) No. 1. 
Messrs. Eilinger and Co, to Foreign Office (Received July 1.) 





Sir, rd Street, Manchester, June 30), 1908. 
WE confirm ours of the 16th instant, to which we shall be glad to ha 
oon as possible, From the Monintudjar’s last letter he appears to be very 
to the protection which he ca upon receiving from } 
jongst other things, that this protection might 
ed to him in case his interests are in conflict in other matters with those 
Lynch, 

» take the liberty of referring you to Mr. Marling’s letter to your goodself 
No, 66 of the 24th March this year, in which he points out that the Mouintudjar 
then afraid of placing himself in the power of His Majesty’s Legation for fear th: 
pressure might be brought to bear upon him in other questions where his int 
conflict with those of other British subjects, as, for insta those of Messrs 
Mr. Marling suggested in his letter that it would be ble to persuade him that 
He could count on the fullest measure of your support nd that you would not, and 
conlil not, in respect of other questions, make any improper use of the position of 
dependence on your goodself in which he w ould hy placed ns regs rds the Oxide Company 
ypeai a iu that if His Majesty: 
ninent is ina position to highly desirable, in the 
sts of all concermed, that M cable to reassure hi on 
this point, if he has not IL be glad to hear from you as 
soon as possible, so that we may write him fully what has been done, 

We are, Xe, 
(Signed) ELLINGER axp Co. 
































ts 
» Lynch, 











































[22597] No. 2. 


Mr. Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July |.) 
(No. 107.) 
(Telegs phic.) DP. St. Petersburgh, July 1, 1908. 
MY telegram No. 105 of to-day and your telegram No, 190 of the 27th ultimo: 











1 cris 
T liad this ev 
Tit he apparent 





iin 
heen Wi 





tn interview with M. Isyols but, in view of the Cossacks 
ithdrawn (as T gather from Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 173 of 
|. le Hartwig having made representations, T refrained, of 
course, from making the whole comu ation whieh your telegram indicated, 1 
vontented myself with informing hi T expected further instructions 
from you to-morrow, as T did not think the it closed in spite of the 

wal of the Coss ks, 1 communicated to him meanwhile two Memoranda, one 
1 recapitulates the facts as given in Mr. Marling’s telegrams from the 28th, 


a: 
While the other fully states your view of the matter and repeats your assurances. T also 
[1599] B 
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i ig Exeellency the indignity which the 
Q rinity of verbally explaining to his Bxcelleney the indignity which the 
{oo ie oor CGotonel had placed on His Majost)’s Tesaton, directing a the 
His attention to the fact that the situation was one which M. de Hartwig 
a Tp fuil T observed that it appeared surprish at a time when the 
Tee Ving atiallyinolestd by Consacks Af de Hartwig should be xeproaching 
Teenie toe altayring ast. In reply, his Excellency stated that the de baits 
ara won made by ME de Hartsig and had aparently been sci i for 
MI a ee ieecd : volsky we on to say tha Rat 
Sin Maing haa even a mach exaggerated account 
jo. staf al openly side with 
s may possibly have occurred without 
although he his may possi cceurrd withou 
We Miartingts: knowledge. His, Excollene saat, thatch 
unfortunate ilffecling existed between Me; Marling and the Russian Minister, aud! he 
sivetenad haat a good deal of blame attached to each, 1 spate these 
statemouts, my arginnents evidently failed to convince his E e._Tshonl mention 
that luring the whole course of the conversation the Foreign, Minister displayed 
Be ona syeraton i Porsin of the Hritish and Russian Goven 
Tat jaan an, that in regard to the present difficulty it, wns 
Tn ne Fea totter should bet found, Tam confident 
AoA ee est as anions as Tis Majesty's Government tht vo-opraion 
Fetiyeon tlie iyo Goyeraments should va be proved Dy dhe prevent eden Tis 
sit for his Excellency: wholly to dish sitive aad 
ST eae ei eNow-of te alloged intrigues of members of the 
Towation against tho Shali and on behalf of the popular party. 




































































(22731) No. 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 
nN St. Petersburgh, July 1, 1908. 





mniled a aide: 

feat h ted by direetion of Russian 
FT a ROAR fan Government aiid) of Russian 
aan engmotre tanks you Tor yout assurances, and states that the Russian 
Cea riiont hase danbiot pertect, loyalty of British Agents iu Persia y that for its 
ja {ssi Govurient enins faithful to the enfente Between the to i its 
ty etinag Persia aul to principle of nonsintorvention and oi instretions 
Faee rae ent to Russian Minister 19 observe: most friendly attitude towards British 
hive been sont to Lesion 3 


Lesration 
















Confidential.) 

He The instructions to: AG 
sea | Clg lon pnd 
Poor or, and stated that the instructions to that officer did not contemplate such 


told me, of a most categorical 
‘wax merely. of secondary 





lartwige wore, M. Tsvolsky 
all the question of 































is ta e Cossack brigade on acti 
Yatonl Mid not permit of his taking command of the Cossack brigade on active servic 
Fee es tie Tair is apparently quite, preparid 10 give bis support 0 a 
oman on the part of His Majesty's Government for stisfact 





(aarvas Sie 


Mr. O' Beirne to Sir Bdieard Grey—(Received July 1.) 








HF Ae) X St, Petersburgh, July 1, 1908. 
YOUR t ran No. 18d. ‘i 
Thavo roveived Memorandin stating Russian Clovernuent agree to join proposed 





crit (2 Zil-es-Sultauy} with fin 
fupiesentatins to [group unleeypherable]; Shalt to permit (2 Zil-e>-Sultaas} vil 

snl depenilents Hee et anfGeuatt tos lives til property: fly. consider 
ii, however, very desirable ZikesSultan should solemuly confirm ht 
Xpril 1907, in A form toe agreed upon between British aud Russian Re 














nents 





pre 
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and should give them eategorical promise to proceed at once to Enrope.when he has 
obtained permission to. Hnssian Government propose he should embark at Bushire as 
being the nearest port, and suggest a British ship might, if His Majesty's Government 
think necessary, be placed at his disposal, in order to prevent any attempt on his. part 
to disembark elsewhere in Persia, 

(Sent to Tehran.) 











[22696] No. 5. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1,) 
(No. 176.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
TABREEZ situation, 
‘Telegram from Viee-Consul states that Karad: 
town, and he fears serious bloodshed if they enter it. 
The local authorities are powerless, and bread is very scarce, 
the Shat have looted several houses. 
__ There is no doubt: that the Shab is inciting the tribesmen, and it is possible that 
his object is to furnish a pretext for intervention on the part of Russia, 


Tehran, July 1, 1908, 








hi tribesmen are threatening the 








The partisans of 





[22726] No. 6, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey, —(Received July 1. 

aise) Y] y= ( ly 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, July 1, 1908, 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 180 and 181 of the 20th ultimo: General situation, 

It is tho intention of the Shah to send men of the most reactionary character 


Ain-ed-Dowleh to Tabreez and Assaf-cd-Dowlch to Shiraz) to replace the 
ug Provincial Governors. 


If the now clections are delayed three months tho now 
to establish their position, and elections held under thir ausp 








(es 


oxi 





oyernors will have time 
‘ex would he a farce, 








(22727) No.7 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived July 1. 
(No. 179.) aa ae 


(Telegraphic) 2. 
SITUATION in Tehran. Your telegram No. 120 of the 29th ultimo, 

So long as martial Inw is in force there will be no real confidence among 
People, and the amnesty is generally regarded as intended to entice from th 
Places persons wanted by the Shah, 

I believe that £ could persuade 
Legation if martial law conse 
under the terms of the Proc! 
Majesty's Legation, 


Tehran, July 1, 1908, 








the 
hiding 








‘a Targe proportion of the bastis to le 
id, but they fear that at present they may he 
lamation merely because they have taken bast at THis 















(22724) No, 8. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July Ly 
aso fr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received July 1.) 
wegray P, 


HAVE to-day received following telegram from Tabrees : 





Tehvan July 1, 1908, 








ith refereneo to my telegram Ni 
that unless T give protection to four of 
days, they wi 
state that they 
prevent the cays 
and possibly acti 





0. 78, I have heen informed hy the Nationalis 
their Tenders, who have buon Rglting all the 
refuse to lay down their arms and allow order to be restored. ‘They 
do not trust the Russian Consul-General, and they are determined to 

from entering the town to restore tranquillity. Serfons bloodshed, 
Russian intervention, may be brought about in this way.; and witht 
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i Ys r i tances, to grant 
vi ve life and property T feel it my duty, under the cireumstanees, to. g 
thtae men protetion. "Utes therefor, I neceve instructions tothe contrary Deore 


noon I propose to do s 





y receiv you, and which I have, 

ew of the instructions E have recently reecived from you, and whicl ; 
TE Gotan aateniaent mesetataty coven hat he must refuse admitince to 
ordunce with the firm reselution of His Mujesty's Government not to 
oy PE in x i 1 refers states that the Governor- 

i to which Acting Consul-General refer es that : 
Gental bas taken Hast ithe Erengh Consulate; that the, Karadaghi Cavalry had 
comme to support the partisans of the Shah, and that the Russian Consul-General hops 
to restore anor to day asa result of negotiations with both sides, 




















(22728) No.9. 
Me, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 





Tehran, July 1, 1908, 


ee fo see me here. 


WHILE 1 was in Tehran y 
AST did not see 

M. de 1 
Colonel inkho 





terday the Ru: 













ansious to explain every 


action, which he insinuated has been mi 





represented by me. 
thought him a good deal sobered, and he stated that he had absolutely refused to 





overnor of the town, and 
Printed copies of the 
to M. de Hartwig. 

poncted with dates or facts, 


iwkholl to accept the appointment of 
allow. Colonel Litkholf to necept the appointment of Gov 
wl that the Proclamation iL even appeared 
ument in question are in fon, and 1 
‘hough few of Russian xplanatis 















































1 nung to nuke tna that tH the 27th ulkino the Ressian Gove sa 
aati iN rape tor my. jroteat gadnat tho troops placed round His Majesty 
RT eA UHITTON a neaeer OR HontsroR CoHe ibe anniameniedtonesuld 
Teter Soppedion the 28th, As'a matter of fact, however, until the evening of 
the 20th, or even during t fine y patrolled all raat 

void the Lewation, were maintained at abd 





Hand the zholams are still the Dut he has 


nisitions: 


My Chu 
othing {o support h 
to vofitte, of course 

M. de Hartwie dee 
Proclamations, but the situa 
te the latest Proclamation, the: 
Ivigndo of Cossicks,  Morcove 
notion signed by: him, 

My intorview with Russi 
professed great desire for fr 
Hho misstatements contin 











that Colonel 

jon does not i 
iter 

slate as yesterday 












there 





peared a severe polive 








Ministor was pevfeetly friendly, and his Bxeellene 
ECON BUCK Arona aE ANN aE possible refuting 
ly mate hy his Exeelleney 

























(22729) No. 10. 


Mr Morting to Sir dward Grey. —(Received July 1.) 


iY Tehran, July 1, 1905. 
TATION, Your telegram No. 130 of the 20th ultimo was somewhat delay 
seer ChuRiTL Aelivait tlie King’ tegmun, to the: Shady at 8 pflock thi 


















nating from the Paliee to the effect that T lind been 





ion of confidence is very gratifying to me 
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[22730, No. 11. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 1,) 
. 183.) 


elegraphic.) B. 





Tehran, July 1, 1908. 
WITH reference to your telegram to Mr. O'Brime, No. 108 of the 39th ultino, 


respacting the Zil-es-Sultan, Tam informed by M. de Hartwig that he ees no objection 


to the Joint representation suggested, and that he las telegraphed to his Goroomon 
to this effect. 


Following is confidential:— 

Tneidentally ML de Hartwig said that it was the recommendation of His Majesty's 
crnment that His Imperial Highness should go to Europe, in which eate the 
ussian Minister thinks that he should do this without woing to Tspnhan fiect, 


t intend to urge the Shah to force 















Presumably His Majesty’s Government do no! 
Zil-es-Sultan to go out of the country 








(22576) No, 12. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 


ie) Be. 
N Situation. 
[hs Minister for Foreigu Affairs should, be inforined of to instructions sont to 
uy telegram No, 1M of to-lay’s date, 
is todemnd that a detachment of Persian Cos 
responsibility. for the acts) of which we have th 
te to the British flag, Tn view of the fact, howov 
cht be involved, and that we had no wish to, take’ a 
Trae ad feelings aight he wounded, or to which Russia might feel hewelf tenet 
1) otter opposition, we refrained fron formulating this demand seithont hy 
Tssian ¢ nt. You should explain this to tho Minister for Fore 
‘ulding that yx help feeling that the responsibility for the action of th 
foward His Majesty's Legation rests on Colonel Lduklioll, and that a 





Foreign Office, July 1, 1908. 













ks, on whom lies 
ight to complain, should 
» that Russian officers 
on by: which Russian 























ve 





H 
think iv ought to 
i Government that the demands made by us on the Shalt 
i desiguedly so formulated as to pornit of the avoidance yy. Ite 
® towards them which would have the appearances of a broah iw 
Kling existing Detweew us, If the Oficor Commandin, 
sick» hin + Wwe should certainly 
iy, and that the reg 
Of Ont Yor 
slionld be ittpressed ony M. Tov 
ction, the consequences of which itis dillealt, to 
taken by us in the Pe n Gulf ov the south « 
Tn utTigue susaiust imembers of ore Legation at ‘Peliraw ought. not to 
bn Melieved without proof, riot should they tne pertitted to dictunt dean relations 
Ceiaiiba between the tivo. comitsies: —Teamiat hullove: thal they lave a 
except Persian ful We seovive similar stories against the Russian Lesation 
4 Persian sources, but we attach ao credence to them, 
I ofder:to show tht there lias heen ng exaggeration ou Mts Atl 
tear to the treatment ty which Mis Majesty's Lagation his be 
ipl Of his telegram of yostorda 


ME Tsvolsky 








He recognized hy the Russ 
have be 





a of an 
he good 
i the Brigade of 
emanded that he should: be 
at should of \ formal act of re ration, 
anid being conipied with by the Sh 
si of non -conpi 















































i's part with 
» subjected, the second 
(No. 178) should be quoted to 











1 Fen 
‘veuition which 
resented by Tj 

ve part which 


‘litical by the someybat ab 

Hoon mate hy the Russian officials at eli 
Majesty’s Governmont, nor have we on oir part 
Mis been played at Tehran by: Russians an exense! for 
Wie alll think the policy of non-intervention which was agreed up lot 
wisest course, nor would ace ourselves depart from ity lt is; Howevns 
ital that proper respect should he sown for us by the Shah and the aifter eit 





apt lepartiire from 




















We trust that M. Isvolsk: 


fl 


y will respond by supporting our demands, which we have 


© 
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is the 





policy. For the moment th 
taken unde 
turb the polie 

ian Convention. 


y moderate in order to preserve c t 
p al importance, and it would be deplorable if the actio 
of sudden emergencies Dy on the spot veer allowed t0 
cither Government, or to interfere with the working of the \nglo-Ri 






























122576) No, 13. 
Sir Edveard Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, July 1, 1908. 





142 of th 


ty's Gov 





y th ultimo, the following demands 
Fave heon decided upon by His Maj 





ico ty be withdrawn immediately from the approaches to thie 
Legation, British subjects and serva | maestaion at heir haa, 
“2. Nitor de iow is given, full and for sty Te tendon 
personally at His Majesty’s Legation bythe High he Minister fr 
Foreign Mfairs on behalf of the Shah and the Persian Government respectiy ‘ 
fticinls 6, be in nition 

SS hinnpiinte wleaco of al persis io. have a 
ie from Mis Majesty's Legation wh «lin ord as sia 
Oa i for the property, lives, and persons of “ bastis”” to be 


1, Cossacks and. pe 






























niher of I 
‘iting crimes, 











{oan 








You should present these d 
say that they have bi ulated by: His 
considered the m which has been eve 
sly of the Cossack Br id the police to whieh, 
is Majest whic 
His Majesty 
rolitions which have hith 
immediate compliance 
Flfitledd without lela His Maj 

ranost si 








the 
nal days, 









s were made by 
1 of the goo!l 
o effected by 
wpted and 
ve to take 
0 which 














vi that if they are not 
‘nent will alternative 
Tike in order to obtain the repat 











such jest 
thoy: easier thenise 

Tisfore yout pees 
yintinieate how to. 
ask lor dior support, or 














ament you should 
You should uct, however, 


























122724) No. 1k 


Sir Edward Giry to Mr. Murling. 





(Polegraphie.) 0, 
SITUATION at Pabreos. Lay ts 
Vapprove the insiyuctions sont by yon to lis Majesty's Consul 

roported in your telegram No, 180 of the Ist duly. 


Foreign Office, July 1, 1908. 








Tabreez as 














(22871) 1. 


3M. PoklewskicKosiell to Foreign Offer. —(Received July 2.) 
clmbassade de Russie, Loudres, 


Chor Sir Charles, E, » le Juillet, 1008. 
VOICE li conmmyinieation que je vous ai faite verbalement bier — 











*Ainsi quill résulte dup t6ligramue div Vi 
enqudty mento par Iii eonjointement ayer son collie 


4 Urmiah, ane 
Anglais a ctabli que les exeos 
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commis sur le territoire Persan & la fin du mois de Mai 
Kourdes, pour la conduite desquels Ie 
responsitbles: 

“Le Chareé d’Afaires de Russie & 


@ Mai avafent pour autem les 
Tures doivent étre tenus exclusivement 








‘oustantinople a été chargé de faire part de ce 
télégramme A la Porte et de sentendn: avec son colligne de Grande-Bretagne, alin 
d an Gouvernement Ture la nécessité de 
prendre sans retard des mesures eflicaces en viedo mettre fin A un état de choses 
inailmissible,” 















(22860) No. 16, 


Tehran, July 2, 1908, 
fenlay, 66 refugees are now 





in the Legation. Since the 37th ultimo none have entered. 

T have only now learnt that 15, and not 7, refugees gained admitianee on the 
night of the 23nd June, ‘This fact accounts for the difference between G6 and the 
approximate figure of 55 (see my telegrams Nos, 154 and 164). Some were active 
leaders of Enjumens, and nearly all were members. ‘They include 8 priests, 
J deputies, 5 journalists, G eunuchs, 6 merchants, and 41. tradesmen, Tt is suspected 
that merchants and tradesmen supplied funds, 

No reply to my note mentioned in my telegram No, 159 of the 26th ultimo has, 
1up to the present, been sent by the Persian Government, 




























(22873) No. 17. 





dare Grey.—{Received July 2.) 





Tehran, uly 2, 100 





SITUATION in Tabroce, 
Aceonling to reports from His Maj 
instance of Russian Consul-General and A 
purpose of maintaining or 

s soon after started by the 
led their forces together and decided to continue the straga 
Consul anticipates serious outbreak, as thie 
T have addressed a note to Minister for Forcisi 
went orders to the local authorities, 





Consul, the Natios 
nor, allowed Ki: 
town. 

halt’s adherents, whereupon the Nationalist, 






lists, at the 
midaghi Horsemen 











party 





is no one to enforee order, 
Affairs urging the issue of 








stiin 















[21936] No, 18, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O Beirne, 
(No, 202.) 


(Telegraphie.) DP. 
WITH reference to my despateh 
Russian Military Attaché 


Foreign Office, July 2, 1008, 
7th June on the subject of the 





167 of the 








‘vas denied hy Russian Mi 
45 of the 10th Fobruary Can 
intended hy Russian Goverment to appoint a Milita 





as reported in M 
Vout whether it is 
there? 
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Tnclosure in No. 


M. Leconte to M. Pichon 





nifi'lentiel) 
Guaraphiques) 
S colltgues 

des réfugi¢s politiques, 
dcemment eventing s se 
rete: Ministre sting ou alle «Ana 
isement soubaitd, en entrstenant vn foyer révolntionn 

i °t les domestiques de la Légation Britannique auraient réfug 
Pee ane Keaton Re Tui, serait on contradiction ayee les arrange= 
nents privés Interventis entre les deux Légations. 
nv nail’ Mr, Marling, en ouvrant sa port 





réhéran, le 29 Juin, 1908. 


voir mi" dela question 
slower et de Rhssie ont em devoir m’entretenir de la question 








fo désaccord survenu entre Tes Légations & ce sujet 'éta 








met obstacle 
it savoir qu 








le 













Te soir du Dombardement a obéi A an 
yespacter les arrangements pris 
Alert sos clforts, certains réfugi¢s ont pu encore 
slate Vinsistanee du M 
este contre Vinyestissement 
Hance de ta, pic 

contra 





vee. = 

‘introduire dans Ia Ltgation, 

hatiellenient d issu sortin, of i pr 
ies et eontre Ti st 
























Do son cit 





snient auis promesses 
politique 


Gelungéos nut 
quill prissparti eo 
Sumniatio ¢ 





putre le Medjl 
nt reudte vaine en 





oi martiale, il est 















Marin a pete we} qian int de Anglais, 
dont deny aw moins sont niger de mort, 
He aastibaatatleae TtAniloleres sur toa eonsdtusnetal qu peut 














que cous qu’ 
ris done que M.de 
des Ld 


‘ du Shah, mais je reconnais 
prot HX, que comp 
Hartwig app tivement, 
Ce contlil entre, mes dons coll Ln 
puis moire ate phice en aanvre pour reétabl 
litions votre Bxcellenee ji Aonte hon Wontrer 
a ete ing nas 
adresses any Ministy ‘ord Ang) 
Hiv erian wetnelle. 
























RAYMOND LECOMPE, 










(22911) No. 23. 
Iudin Offve to Foreign Office-—(Receited July 2) 





TIE Unite 





i i ine e Under 
fate for Tudia presents his compliments to the Und 
See of State voveign AM s, and, at wetion of Viscount ata forwards 
Hierowith, for the information of the telosi 
Vivovsy, dated the 2nd instant, r 


Inulin Office, July 2, 1908. 










m from the 





ny 


to Consular escorts in Persia. 











Iucloswre in No. 2 












fove ent of India Viscount Morley. 
stalin Ce Patient Rt me 
phi Pe 

TOUR Te Arr oetrtiad alboe natin Sia, Consul i nae 
yeconnwctition to Tehran Legation about reliefs, and question of retaining inereased 
‘seo Hite arison inthis eonneetion, Wo agreo with Major Cox: and. Mts. Bill, bo Vor 
‘ni recommend that Hie shoul bs no reduction of nubers aud ng recommend 
that, for A further perio of six months, the eseort should be kept at its pr 
strength. 























[22958] No. 


Ar, O'Beirne to S 








Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
(No. 111.) 


(Telegraphic) P, 
YOUR telegram No, 201 of the Ist July: Cri 
Tsvolsky promises his unconditional su 
by His Majesty's Legation to the Persian Govert 
to that effect to M, de Hartwig, His Execlleney mu 
ia, which His Majesty’s Goverament hown in framing thes . We 
vention, the most. positive assurances 
nt measures and assuming military, 
hout citer the orders, knowledge, or 


St, Petersburgh, July 3, 1908, 
is in Persia, 
































1, in carrying out Shah's re 
control of Tehran (if he hiad done so), acted wi 
approval of the Imperial Government, 

Colonel Liakhoff miglit fee! hound to carry 
is in His Majesty's employment, but M. 
stitute Russian intervention, 1 
ise facts of the case, is now miki son this head. 
{. Isvolsky considers that, in view of the categorical ii 
Russian Minister at Tehran to adopt.a friendly attitude towands the B 
it would, in the interest of good relations, be most desirable that Mr. Maal 
now he asked to show a conciliatory spirit in his dealings with M, de Hartwi 
















wt the Shah’s orders, seeing that he 
vefuses to admit: that such action 
Heney, not being fully informed of 









ions sent to 
Legation, 
ng sliould 














(22969) 





Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 8.) 
(No. 112) 
(Belegraphi 
FERSIAN situation. 


Referring to Mr. Marling's telegram No, 186 of the 2nd instant, I have the 
honour to state that I did understand the passage in his telegram No. 178 of the 
no which runs, “inforeed by Asinties, &e,” to signify that orders. wens 
siven on the spot by Russian officers, and in one of the two Memoranda which 
presented on the 20th June (Inelosure 3 of my despatch No, 800 of the 30th Jur 
Used Iangunge to that effee 
Tu the course of a conversation which T lind to-d 
celloney having raised this point, T said: that F ratra 
Memorandum, as we didl not desire to assort that Rus 
Legation, 





St. Petersburgh, July 3, 1908, 

























y with M. Isvols 
ed the statement male 
officers we 






i niy 
» present near fie 
















(22874) No, 26, 


Mr, Marling (0 Sir Edienrd Grey—(Received July 3.) 
(No. 186.) 


(Telegraphic.) 2. 
TAM informed 

has received 

in which it is sai 

acts of 


Teheran, July 2, 1908, 
Mi de Hartwig that the Russian Minister for ‘Boreign \ffales 
morindum from His Majesty's Chargé d'Aifiros at. St. Potershvel 
d that I stated that Russian officers on the spot expressly orderul the 
soldiers recited in my telegram No. 173 of the 30th ultiine, What £ 


to express was that the pub usidered the Russian officers respousible for 
t 1 behaviour of the Cossa 
















the x s Tis Majesty's Legation, as the brigado 
iS under their command, No Russian officer has ever, so fav as Tam aware, bees an 
‘uty near the Legation, 





T much 









ot tliat a false impression should Have Deen produced by my tel 





s 





“am, 









































is 
[22951] No. 27. 
My. Marling (o Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received July 3.) 


Tehran, July 8, 1908. 








Thaw aa pane ‘enil thint the persons mentioned in your telegram 


No, 141 of the 80th ultimo are in specin! dang 








(22968) 
Mr, Marling to Si id July 3.) 


Pp, Tehran, Jy 3, 1908. 
is Majesty's Government, cont i egram No. 145 
Prats Hee omaninteated, to Russian and Ercuch Ministers. No 


(No. 188.) 
Welewraphi 

DEMAND) q 
of the Ist instant, ee Mn communi 
comment was made by the forme _ ee 
core Chelill went to the Palace this worming. As it was Rvida 
to soe the Slidh, but he saw Amir Bahadur Jang, and hance 

{ ave made oue ox two alterations i the wording of ie, 
expnssion High Chiunberlain” would alloy the Cour to send an oft 
i ¢ therefore subst ted “* Minister of 0 2 
CoN Ree ae Tage ted tht: worts * for which they: are. now 
svfastied)” in vlor to avoid ambiguity in the Porsian test. 












He was unable 

























No. 2. 


(22732) 





Hdwued Ciroy to Mr. O' Beirne 

(No. 206) 

(Weleginphie.) 0. 
UES SULTAN 





Foveign Office, July 3190S. 

















ith refuroneu ty your tlegraty Ne. 109 of the Est instant ~ 

Manat fo anette eussiny Goveraont wi rey tote sti 

to becobtatned from Hie Zilees-Sultan as hing the Shali on hi 
Holuilt is agreotto bys. Tuform Minister for 





Whieu hig dlepartuve has ben dotinitely decided 1 be <otiled as 


to whothoy a Britisl) ship cai be provinled te convey 








(22874) 


hie) B. 
SAN tvatfons Will rdfovonen tute tlourai 
frown ‘Ueda, 

‘Phe tai 
eniuntamed byt 

officers ied 
sietion of the soldiers 








rings wh 
vsibus with nousend ty the words used hy Mr. Marling w 
TRussiat Gevernmint abou be corructes! (See his telegram N 3) 
inant nist, however, wecossarily: bear the responsibility: for the 


173 


























|22953| No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne, 
ivi i i)! Foreign Office, July 3, 1008. 
CMO RRRSEN. Relations between Russian and British: Lewations 
Instructions iu sense desired are being sent to Mr. Marlin, 
V request that you will convey myth 




























































ks to the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Afsits Int the fviendly master in whicl his Excellency has complied with my request. 





[22871] 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. G. Barclay. 


(No. 112.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
FRONTIER dispute between Persia and 
A statement in the following sense was made to me yesterday by the Russian 
Chargé d’Affaires :— 
Tt has been proved as the result of a joint inquiry carried out at Urumiah by the 
Consuls of Russia and Creat Britain that the outrages perpetrated at the end of May 


Foreign Office, July 3, 1908, 





Lirkey. 





were committed by the Kurds, the responsibility for whose conduct. rests exclusively 
upon the Turks, 

Instructions have been sent to the Russian Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople to 
bring these facts to the notice of the Ottoman Government, and to lay emphatic stress, 
in concert with the British Minister, on thie necessity for effective measures bei 
adopted in order that such an intolerable state of affairs may he put a stop to, 


‘The representations to be made by your Russian, colleague may be supported by 
you in the fullest degree, 


























(22732] No, 33, 
Sir Edveard Grey to Mr, Marling. 
Xo, 158) 
elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 3, 1908, 
ZIL-ES-SULTAN, Li 


With reference to my telegran to Mr. O'Beirne No, 200 of to-day’s date; 
You are authorized to take action accordingly in concert with your Russian 
0, 





colle 





(22953) 





Sir Edward Grey 10 Mr. Marling. 


F 





ign Office, July 3, 191 





between Russian and British Log 
nev to the telegram No, 11 of the 
You must do everything you c 
Deiwcen the two Logations, in y 
M, Isvolsky and of the great 






rd instant frown St. Petersburg 
xan to bring about the restoration of ood 
iow of the instructions which have boon sent by 

of not allowing the Aiglo-Russian Convention 
be disturbed by local te Investigation of any charges against gholauis 
hor menibers of your staff of having invited refiyrees appears to me desirable, Means 
might tuts be found of convineing the Russian Minister that he haw been misled, aid 
of refuting some of the charges, of the basclossness of which T gather you are 


















(22871) 





No. 35, 
Sir Edward Grey (o M, Poklewski-Koziell, 





«SIRE. GREY p upliments to the Rus 
With referenoe to the communication amide on the 2nd 
entations to be made Ly the Russian Chargé W’Affaites at Constantinople: in 
texand to the recent excesses committed by Kurds in Persian territory, has the honour 
iw state that telegraphic instructions have heen sent to. His Majosty's Minister. at 
ntinople to give his full support to these representations 


Foreign Office, Fuly 3, 1908, 





an Chargé Affaires, and, 
vstant with regard to the 
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No. 88. 
[21937] . ‘0. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Hajji Ali Akbar and Co, 
Cae) Foreign Office, July 3, 1905 
Soa ST aiectel by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, according to 








reports received from His Majesty’ 
with your Company, Mz, Haji Ali Asgar, who 
their behalf to the Persian Government for a Concess 
which are to be found on the Island of Siri oa 
Tam to request yon to be so good as to furnish His Ma 
atten guarantee £0 (here taal cone fe ave Desh, Conspony in Tish 
Gov lent to your Company, ty ee ae é ee 
interest and wil not transfer nor allow itto be shared in By any 
ined) | LOUIS MALLE 





esty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, a gentleman connected 








is a Persian subject, intends to apply on 
ion to work the mines of red oxide 









esty’s Government with a 
‘granted by the Persian 














| 22992) 





Indin Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July +.) 





India Office, July 2, 1908. 
etary of State for Fore 





rected to inelose, to be laid before the te Tor Forel 
Ariane Haein Trou fli Gbyeriment oF Tdi hroposing that Lenten 
4.G, Le Ranking, an officer with the escort at Ahyaz, should be placed on duty 
riviad not exceeding five months, on his present emoluments, to assist the 
Hat that place, 
ould Sit E, 
























Ranking in Persia atter tho withd 
fir six months from December last, the 
yepned to sanetion the: proposal of the Goxemauent of by 
thal the cost is equally divided between the Indian and Br 

is unable, without rele to th 

What is the amount of Lieutenant Ranking’s pre 
ot presumably differ yveatly tron the sum 101 
Thdian citmy: in anilitary employment, viz,, from 
(260, to BOL, weyear). 


rt pai 
etary of State in Council would be 
re on the wnderstandi 
sh Excheq 
Government of India, to say 
ant emoluments, but they would 
ally drawn by ant in the 
3 rupees to month, 







































Tam, &e. 
A. GODLEY. 


Inelosure in No. 37. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
June 12, 1905. 





ited the 20th December, 1907. ‘ " 
e-Consil at Ahivaz that, with a view to vena 
Kuhgahi y, Lientenant Ran! 

fin to tour more freely in the Bakhtiar and: Kuhgahi country, Lieutenant Rea a 
TORU GHGDa Tn cnarge oe HAUGH ERE Ate forgotton of OH saat 

i he attached fo him for the present hot weather. Charge a 
Telizan, and Resident, Pessian Gull, support the proposal, and we propose {0 sation 
the deputation of Lieutenant Ranking on is present emoluments for peri not 
oxeveding five monthis, We should he glad to know if you approve, and if hal 

» Will hie borne hy His Majesty's Government. 


My telegram 
Request tis been made by Vi 











sanction 
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[22995] No. 38. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received July 4.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undor= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, paraplirases of telegrams to 
the Vieeroy, dated the Ist and 2nd July, relative to the situation in Persia, 


Inia Office, July 3, 1908, 





Inclosure 





No. 38. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
PLEASE refer to telegrams of the 
«Affaires at Tehran regarding situation in Persia, 
{n reply, Mr. Marling was instructed on the 25th ultimo that, unless a guarantee 
n of fair trial or safe conduct to tho frontier, he was to decline fo sive up 
refugees already in the Legation ; he was also to demand that the troops posted rountt 
the Legation should be withdrawn immediately, failing which stops would at oneo be 
taken by His Majesty’s Government to exact reparation for the indignity, which is 

deeply resented by them. 

jAs the best: means of exacting. reparation it was suggested that a Porsian port 
be oveupied. Af the samo time instructions were sent to Tis Majesty's Chard 
‘gh to inform M. Iavolsky of the instructions sent. to 


¢ him to support the representations we were making to. the 


India Office, July 1, 1908. 
th ultimo from His Majesty's Char 


































Government. 
Unless asked what we meant by reparation, Mx, O'Beime was 


occupation of port. Mr. O*Beire was also instructed to su 
for Foreign Affairs th 


him to summon the 





1 to mention 
st to Russian Minister 
to the Shali should he made jointly, wging 

















Majesty's Chargé 
tructed on the 

the b 

in the Zil’s absence from Persia, 

ment to support us in making representations that 

it, the Zil should bp allowed to retany lis properties, 











ding Furth 
and fo urge th 


Inclosure 2 in No, 38. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic, 2. 
SEE telegrams of the 25th ultimo from His Ma 
regarding situation in Persia, 
Instructions were sent on the 29th ultimo. to His 
, Petersburg to make strong protest against man 
at Teliran has been treated by Russian Colonel of Cossacks, and to say that. His 
Jesty’s Government will have to vindicate honour of flag by naval action in Gulf 
Colonel is at one 


restrai Groy has told the Russian Ambassador 
take a most serions v 


Indin Office, July 2, 1908. 
osty's Chargé d'AMfaines at Tehran 








Hajesty's Changs d’Altaives at 
which Ilis Majesty's Legation 


































123075) 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edward 6 






(Received July 4.) 
189.) 
‘elegraphie.) P, 
THUS morning early Minister for For 
which obviously insinuated that pry 


Tehran, July 4, 1908, 
Affairs sent mea letter, contents of 
being made in His Majesty's 
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numbers. His Highness stated that Iarge quantities 
gation yesterday evening, and that there had been a 





Legation to receive bastis in la 
of rice had been brought into ig, and 
Targe assemblage of persons outside the gates, where great excitement had prevailed. 
‘As rewards the supplies, the Vice-Consul, who has temporarily relieved the Milita 
‘Attaché in the Legation in town, reports that two pots and about ten wooden trays wo 
Drought in for the use of the bastis already in the Legation, and that one pot was sent 
Tle also states that there was no excitement amongst the crowd, which was 
ho greater than ona Friday in normal times, and that some had no doubt come to see 
the Legation which has heen so much talked about lately. ee 
Trwas yesterday vumoured that the bazaars would be closed to-day, and it is 
possible that a double ration of food for the refugees already in the Legation was 
brought in for this reason. 
<k guandswereagain posted last night, but were withdrawn to-dayabout 10... 
we the bazaars, which are nowhere near the Legation, is given as a 
ut no doubt it was the result of suspicions in regard to the supply of 





































‘ils consisted of a patrol of four men, who went all round the Legation, a 
party of six men with a Bersian officer aud another party of five men, 
Cossek on duty at the guardhouse opposite the gato gives a report of who has 
entered or left the Legation to Persinn Cossack officer, who comes daily to reeeive it. 
‘N Soyyid came this morning to ask if his son was’ in the Legation. He was told 
iw not, and the Viee-Consul saw him seized and taken off by Cossacks as he went 
the street. 


Mhe sua 
























(28076) No. 40. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Suly 4.) 
(No, 190.) 
(ve ic) 2 Tehran, July 4, 1908, 
SUL: jagdad reports that a telegram is said to have Teen 








Shiraz, Ispalian, and Tabreez by chief Majaf priests 





sent on the Ist ins 
vi Shirin. 
islogram de 





for the information of all that opposition to the Assembly: lias 
x from one contre, and now it is the open intention of the Shak to 
Those who oppose the Assembly are outside the religion, like Yezid, 
4, ‘he orders of the chief priests are clear—the Assembly is the support 
of religion, and those who div for if are martyrs. 

Tedocs not appear that any effet lias heen produced in the provinees by this 
teloxtam, 



























{23077| No. 1 
My. Marling to Sir Edieard Grey. (Received July 4.) 


Tehran, July 4, 1908, 






ainst Legation staff. 
confidential -— 

mn No, 156 of the 3rd instant 

from St. Petersburgh ate being much delayed, and T would sugges 
1 from London, T have not yet received Mr. O'Beirne’s 





Your tele; 

‘Motegean 
that they’ shold he repe 
telegram No, 111, 
emp to inquire into the charges against the gliolams would involve 

iss of nutive evidence, and nothing is easier than to suborn witnesses. 
Aeprecate ‘this course. Shah's party would, moreover, not 
, tHiough T do not mean to insinuate that Russian Legation 
ald boeapable of it. Sti ould only embitter relations, and T fear 
Russian Minister would ed by result of investigations conducted 


by myself 


















































Ww 


‘The only two charges of a sufficiently definite nature against European members 
to admit of refutation of the Legation I can disprove :— 


1. See my telegram No. 164, That a Deputy was invited to take bast with 
Mr. Churehill. ‘The Deputy is prepared to make a statement that he never 
received in any form whatever such an invitation. 

. Yesterday Russian Minister accused Major Stokes of asserting that the 
Proclamation announcing military law was still ‘exposed near the Legation, while, 
cording to Russian Minister, a Inter Proclamation had been pasted over it,’ I can 
prove by independent English evidence that Major Stokes’ statement is correct, while 
the evidence adduced by M. de Hartwig is the report of a Cossack non-commissioned. 
officer to Colonel Liakhoff, 


























(23078) No. 42. 


“a Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received uly 4.) 
No. 192) 
fi legraphie,) P. : Tehran, July 4, 1908, 

T HAVE received following telegm No. 82, dated the 3rd July, from Vie 
Consul at Tabreez -— 


___No looting lias taken plage to-day. Fighting continues between a few Vands of 
Nationalists and horsemen of Government party: Broad) is aonran, but town is fairly 
quiet. 











(22992) No. 43, 


Sir Ediward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
a 1857.) ¢ Hae 
(Velographics) Ps Foreign Office, July 4, 1908. 
PROBOSAL tas been made by the Government of India AML ORD tlenible 
Jousul at Ahwaz to make tours, Lieutenant Ranking should be attached to the 
Vice-Consulate there for five months, "Do you consider this necessary ? I have grave 
Aoubts on the subject. Please telegraph your 
should have to havo adequate grounds before T eould apply to the ‘Treasury, 
























23082) No. tH, 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 5 





(No. 156.) 














(Tele )_P. July 6, 190 
ILLOWING from Consul-General Wi A ieee ae 
instant, via Tabreez, No, 42, dated the 1s 











nquillity in the district round Urumia is now entirely restored, 
couumunication is resumed, and has been f 
Persian office is apparently shut 

Talier Pasha. has rec 


r nid telegraphic 
working order for somo days, thong: the 











i hast orandum from the Persian Commissioner on the 
Tusco-Persin frontier in which he elains all istics east of the status quo frontier, 
Vssnu this elim prinipally on long possession and Artile 3 of the’Treaty of Braoxoun, 
He deals damages for the aggression of Turkish troops, ad that the tops should 


















{23079) No. 45. 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 5.) 





(N 
(Tele, 






graphic) _D. Tehran, July 5 
sae P July 5, 1908. 
17 REZENTION of Consulate escort at Shiraz. My despatch No, 153 of the 
In view of dismissal of Zil-es-Sultan and certainty of renewal of disorders in the 
1599) if F 
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province under the new Governor, Acting Consul wishes to know whether you sanction 
detention of detachment, and asks whether he may purchase six horses for their use. 

Governor-Designate on a former occasion showed himself to be entirely incom- 
petent, and I think it would be prudent to sanction retention, as Iam convinced that, 
‘on departure of Zil, disorders will break out anew. 











(23081) Noxsa- 


Mn, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recefved July 5.) 





(ilogeaphic) Tehran, July 5, 1908. 
(‘Telegraphic Bs y hy 8. 
MeN SORSACK guards, und His “Mnjenty's Legation, My telogram No’ 189. of 
yesterday. 5 

Cossicks continued to patrol the roads round the Legation yesterday. Between 
wand 6 pat. they made five rounds, and between 9.30 vat, and 1 ast, three; 
hetween 6.30 a.st, and 11 Ast. this morning, three. Surveillance is less offensive than 
it was, and they made no long halts. ie 

Minister for Foreign Affaits is to call on me to-day, I have intimated to his 
Highness that he must submit to ine the text of the apology to be tendered, 
In regard to releases under demand No, 3, I shall use the greatest diseretion 
to difficulty of identification, 


























owin 


It is probable that the Shah will ask that he may send out of the country three 
four of the refu 















(22879) No. 47. 





Sir Baward Grey to Sir F, Bertie. 


(No. 82.) 
(Vslegraphie.) Foreign Office, July 
(RIDE geferouea to your teloyrant No-20of the Isvsulyrand’ tayo 







1908, 
‘espatel 





of the Ist duly, 
Ploase inform Fre 
Minister un iw 
His Bxeelleney: our most 
sgivon us inv this matter, wh 
demands ont 





hi Minister for Horvign Aifais that dhe attitude of 
nly appreciated by His Majesty's Government 

cordial hinks for the friendly and valu 
quest for assistance 

mient (se my telegram No. 145, 

sated io his. Excellency in 
















‘graphic, 
ply to his 


of this Ist duly, to Toh 
inguity 








{23114) 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.-(Received July 6.) 





Gulakek, June 5, 1908. 
t Tanmary Jast one Sheikh Mohammed Hassan, 
rarily am Zubit of Kais Island, which is under the port of Charak, 








THAYE the honont to report that 
who was acting tempor 






















in the jurisdiction of the Government of Fars, caused shots to be fired on a boat 
voutaining the Assistant of the British Residency Agent at Lingab, who, with the 
representative of the Sheikh of Charak, was proceeding to the iskund te the 
uriovances of British subjects residing there. ‘he boat was flying the British flay, 













His Majesty’ Consi with the 
tat they should hotl proceed personuilly to the island to tal 
the pinislinent of the offenders, but owing to the diflicultie 
Dopartinent iu comction with the departure of the vessel 
Taye, some delay ensued and, in the meantin 

Upon my represent 
offen i 
tHe offente 
lke satis 





iovertior of the Persia ports 
ineasures necessary: for 
caused hy the Customs 
1 which they proposed: to 
tho Zabit had escaped to the mink 
1s fo the Persian Government the serions nature of the Z 
nor of the Gulf ports, to 
ly outside his administration, 
's Conisul-Ceneral. 

Governor ins arrested the Shei 
Vat, hvikh hus heen sentences 




























rts, to find 
to punish him to 











Major Cox has now reported that th 
the following settlement has heew 
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months’ imprisonment from the 26th May Jast and 
three months’ more imprisonment ; further, 100 ray 
British Indians, to be refunded. 

T have demanded, and will renew my request for, an official apology for the 
violation of the flag from the Persian Government, hut, in view of the unsettled state of 
affairs here and the total disorganization of the Government Departments, T have little 
hope of being able to obtain it at present. 





ed 400 rupees, or in default 
, which had beon extorted from 














T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 





[23117] No. 19. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6,) 


(No. 142. Confidential.) 
Shy Gulatek, June V1, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the accompanying copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Ahwaz, reporting the payment by the Bakhtiari Khans, 
through the Sheikh of Mohammerah, of 96,000 krans on account of the constmietion of 
the Ahwaz-Isfahan road. 

The success of Captain Lorimer’s persistent efforts to obtain payments from the 




















ure the payment of 
1, as also the proposed procedure, in regard 
to compensition for the Qalah Madrassch robbery: aud the payment of the oil instalment 
no on the 15th May last. 

It icideneo, and there is nothing to, show 
than a coi this large payment by the Bakh 
with the presen country of Herr Mygind, the 














that it is anything more 
Khians was synchronous 
pone ney 














‘Vageblatt,” on his way from Tehran to Mohammerah. ‘This gentleman to jndye from 
in sent by hin, of which His Majesty's Acting Consul at Shiraz obtained a 
appears to have been hospitably entertained hy. the Klaus, who are ordinarily 













sof European travellers unless they are atmned with reco 
ous well Known to them. Tam endeavouring to ascertain through what agency 
ul got into touch with the Khans, and, should the matter prove to be of siny’ 

est, Will riot fail to inform you of the result. bi 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARI 








SM. MARLING, 
Tnelosure in No. 49, 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Mr, Marling. 





201.) 





- Abas, Apri 
1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the Bakhtiari Klians have 
Messrs. Lynch Brothers here, through the Sheikh of Mohan 

£10,000 krans on the account for th ta 
They stayed her 
‘on tne, and. on 


, 1908, 



















Dack to their country, ‘They 





ine to pay the next oil inistalnwnt 
due ou the constr 
‘on previous oven 





ion econ 











Kn Khans confirming the payment of 

28H) ern on he i of the “construction of theron avd i 
3. Ido not understand that the Khans have yet consented to pay up the bridge 
Jill of 1904, bn. as opportunity oecurs T shall endeavon to induce thom tales 
recovery of this claim from the surplus of the pr 
The only other clain now ontstansingg is that 
at Qala Madrassah last August, butt 

























some pice goods robbed fr 
is, 1h 





1a 
reason to hope, they will 
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If they do not, I shall try and also work it out of them through 








(present deposit ne 
ST LAGR eae y settled one way or another, it will not be possible to 
anake the nece anging for the 
Payment of the oil instalment of the 15th May, as under present circumstances T 
consider that any show of harshn nexpedient. 3 om 

T, however, bluntly told the Khans that unless they made good their promises as 
regards the Oil Guards present statements were 
Dore out by facts, they might take it for grinted that the instalment would not be 
paid 





























hi 
the time he 





tnatter stands as f 
will do what they 


My 
(Signed) 


How th 


and L think that for 
thes 


ard satisfactory. 









ave, Ke. f 
D. L. R, LORIMER, Captain, 1. 











[23118] No, 50. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 
ene) Tehran, June 15, 1908. 
“THAVE the honour to tramsuiit herewith » statement of the mmber of Ru 
troops eimployed as Consular guards in Persia, whick has been drawn up by the Military 














Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 








Inclosure in No. 50, 








Major Stokes to Mr. Marling. 
se Tehran, June 11, 1908. 

“TV HAVE the honour to submit, for your information, a statement of the number of 
ant troops employe iurils in Posi 
Phe total nove stands app s andl 313 men, an inerease in the 
on months of 4 officers 















Just thivt 








| Vospath 


























| Infante 
mee ee 
Niu 
Onis Bet 
Mesto | % , 
pa j 3 
Ret oat | 3 io 
A 
Mita a” ee (Decrease 1) 
eh A w 
is ese % 
s 1 
eo ii 
és | w 
A a id 
rar Fatal 7 





Lave, &e, F 
Sind) GB. STOKES, Major, 
Siena) Military ‘Attaché, 




















(23119) No, 51. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 
o, 144.) 





wD 





Gulahek, sJune 15, 1908. 
* THAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which T have 
received! froin Mr. Consul-General Wratislaw on the subject of the position of affairs on 
the ‘Tureo-Persian frontier. A 

From Mr, Wratishiv’s telegram No. 35 of the 11th instant, which did not reach 
till the 14th, it appears to be certain that the inactivity. to which Muhtesham-es- 
neh is condemned by the threatening attitude of the Ottoman frontier authorities 
couraging the Kurdish tribes to further attacks, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 















Inclosure 1 in No. 51, 


Consul-General Wratisiaw to Mr. Marling. 
<0, 8.) 





Sir, Urmi, May 17, 1908, 
T HAVE the honour to inelose Lerewith the translation. of a ‘letter. which 

Colonel Yaver Bey, the Turkish Officer Commanding on the frontier, hus addressed to 
Mubteshenres-Sultauch with regard to the presence of a handful of arkish soldiers in 
iges to the east of Baradost, which are not occupied by the 

Yaver Bey declares that these villages, the centre of which is. Hisstr-i-Sinjeh, and 
which are miles outside the neutral zone, are Turkish territory, and he warns. the 
‘ou of the Mixed Commission on. the whole frontior 

A somewhat similar letter has been written by Shakir Bey, the Kaimakam 
0 the Per er of the villages round Sheitamabad to the south of 
vie a repo telegtam No. 24) of the 2nd May, have heen driven to 
their sibmigsi 


This arrogait attitude onthe pi 





































1 of the ‘Turkish frontior authorities puts 
Sultanch ina yery unenviable posi The Turks do nothing to 
uisintain order in the districts they claiin but have uot occupied, and they forbid the 
‘The inhabitants naturally claim protection against Kurdish attacks: 
the Governor of U inl he is afraid to accord it lest his action should lead toa 
collision with the Turks, 
Bets 
Mis is du 
with the 


























t the Shekoik Kurds of Sox 
Their Chief, Ismail Agha, 
hief of Kotur, » brother of the late: Jaffer Agha, who. 





‘oy 
ko (Ismail 
















is executed 0, cand who previously held sway in Chahrik, 
Sinko is pperta iltaneh, Chief of Maki, to whom the Persian Govern: 
bien i expat intristed the 2 of order from Maku to the borders of 
the Ur 






district. Tt is improbable that Ismail will be able to withstand. thoit 
combined attack, but it may result in his throwing himself into the arias of the ‘Cutks, 
Tkbales-Sultanch has also seut 200 horsemen to Crimi. Muliteshon-os-Sultanoh 
apparently proposes to keep them here to maintain his own position in the town, which 
hot very secure, Others have been stationed at Dilman (Silmas), ‘They are merely: 














Kurdish at 
suid dis Ty exposed to then 
of offerin bmission to. the 

ied in au immediate cessation of outrage 
Particularly at night when the attacks take pl 
nts, but Keri Khan, r Chief, was nndoubtedly the principal enlprit 

1 the raid on the i Sheitanabad, and for him the Turks je 
Airectly: responsible. 1, tivo Regzadeh Chiefs, Mehmet Boge and 
hav outside the Turkish lines, and encouraged by 
isan 1 Muliteshem-es-Sultaneh has treated them ax possible 
i side, indulge their predatory instincts to the full. 
a lately been heard of Taher Pasha, wlio, if he had really left Arz 
A G 








to be fairly frequent, ‘Phe 
and many of the villages there talk 
ks—a course which, has olsewhere 
One Kurd is so auch like another, 
©, Mat it is hard to identify the 







































the comp 
secedlers from the T) 
Noth 








sh for 





0 
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Urmi on the 27th April, as the Grand Vi 
been here ten days or a fortnight ago, 

On the whole, the situation is as bad as it well can be. Judging by local 

ions, the ‘Turkish Gov spite of the pacific assurances of the Porte, 

of coming to anything in the shape of an equitable settlement of the 





ier assured Mr. Barclay, could easily have 















frontier question, and T do not think that any satisfactory result ean be expected from 
‘a renewal of local negotiations, if ever it takes place. 





‘Phe Russian Vice-Consul, who is ahout to proceed to Russia on leave of absence, 
informs me that he has received instructions to first travel the whole length of the 
frontier in this region, in company with Colonel ‘Tumauski, and report on the situation. 

Thave, &e. 
ignesl) A.C. WRATISLAW. 














Inclosure 2 in No. 51, 





Colonel Yaver Bey to Mubteshenes-Sultaneh, 





‘ran, 
Bxceller 





[Undated,) 
TREGRED that you shoull have taken as threatening the letter which, in order 
to put a stop to encroachments, I wrote to one Nejati (the leader and in 
horsemen sent to-some villages of the district of Baradost, which forms pi 
Tnperial Dominions) so that uo anxiety might arise between the two Governments by 
ruiison of their inciting the local population against the Turkish Government. 

Your, Excellency. iq aitturally ovate that soldiers aro vinder the obligntion of 
perlorining their duty. How can a soldier keep silent when another Government sts 
the toot of eneroachiient on territory belonging to his own Government’? 

It is self-oyident that no good ean result from the entry of Persian soldiers, under 
the protext of guarding roads and communications, i swe villages which belong’ to 
Turkey, and that the responsibility will fall on the officials of Persia. If there is any 
dispute between the two Governments regarting the abo dl territory, 10 
svitle it is the duty of tho Commission formed for the purpose. Pending the decision 
of the Commission, any duty obliges sue to prevent Porsian encroachments on our 
frontier as it has heen indicated to me, 
Accept, Ke, 
ied) MOHAMMED-BIN-AHMEI 





























































YAVER, 








(23120) No. 52. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 0.) 











Gulatek, June 1 
euty in the Turbati-laidari dimy of the 25th ult 
Mormed Tis Majesty's Consul that Lientenint-Colonel Baron 
as liad been appointed Military Attaché in. Seb Keyes. suds that 
this gentleman was " Offeor for Special Commissions” on the staff of the General 
Connuunting in Turkestan, and was told off to look after Captain Watson and 1 
when they visited Turkestan in 1901, 

‘Dhis appointnent is technically: 
the Russian Minister, and reported 
Just. tHat there sould 





“1 LEARN, from 
Captain Tyas 
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cordance with the assurances giv 
iv my telegram No, 18 of the [9th 
10 inerease in the Russian Consular 
s shows that a Consul is being sent to replace 

as left ; anal 
. who died.” Th 
nk and seniority of B 
ly mit with the spirit of the re 
Convoition, wor idol ean It be regarded as of good augury for the oper 
ation of Russian activity: in Seistan, 
Hugve not mentioned the matter to tho Russian Minister. 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Bdvward Grey—(Received July 6.) 

No, 146; 
Re a) Gulahek, June 17, 1908, 

IP is not easy to explain all the eauses, or, perhaps it would he more eorreet to say, 
to assign their relative importanee to the various causes of the erisis which has agitated 
Persia, and especially the capital, for some days at the end of May and beginning of 
une, 
oP ce tee OU llimon Novemnny neal Hern pltNour a’ Calica aba her emunta 
form one had been much hampered by the exeitement and indignation aroused. by the 
Russian ultimatum over tie Beliasevar affair, ‘This episode, indeed, was never place 
is proper Hight before the Medlissor yi, who have alvays been permit by the 
Ministers to regard it as an isolated event, and not as the last, if most serious, off 0 
series of frontier incidents in which Persia had been constantly in the wrong... This 
eluctance to tell unpleasant truths is shared by all Persian Ministers, who dare. not say 
anything but what is palatable to the public, Ie was this same lack of moral courage 
which forbade them from denying the rumour, which gained credence everywhere, that 
the Shah himself had authorized the entry of the Russian troops to enforce the terms of 
the Russian ultimatum, ‘There are various versions current of this rumour, but the 
inost generally accepted is that Mukhber-es-Sultanch, Governor-General of Azerbaijan, 
had reported that when at Tiflis he had been told by Prince Worontsoft Dashkof? that 
the Shab and his Prime Minister had agreed to. allow General Snarsky to operate jn 
Persian territory if the Russian terms were not complied with in the allotted period, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh confessed to me that he had never sven this report, but. he eould not 
find the courage to make a public statement to the same effect, for he well realized that, 
with the insane suspicions and mistrust which are generally. entertained against the 
Shah, merely to contradict the wild lies told to the discredit of His Majesty would c 
‘a Mibister his place, His cowardice, hoever, did not on this oceasion save him, for 
his Inek of straightforvardness and his timorous management of the question involved 
him in such an impasse that on the 30th ultimo he took the usual course of Persian 
Ministers in face of a serious difficulty an tendered his resignation, His disappearance 
from the Foreign Office will he regretted by no one. Meantime his wretched weakness 
resulted in a fresh outburst of popular wrath against the Shah, who was accused not 
rely of agreeing to the entry of the Russian {roops, but even of having contrived! tho 
Beliasevar incident, ‘The bitterness of the people was diverted from the Russians and 
turned upon the Shab, and a formidable agitation was started, demnnding that. Tis 
Majesty should dismiss from his service Amir Behadur Jang, M, Chapebal, and others of 
his most trusted courtiers, who for that very: reason are particularly obnoxious to the 
Popular party. ‘The ery is not a new one; it originated the December crisis, unt has 
often been heard subsequently, and it is quite possible on the present occasion the 
demand would have been pressed home had it not been that the agitation was being. 

HreeSultana fricnds' in ‘Tokram, Thole plen of action, veg 















































designed with con 
On the 28th Sulian’s eldest son, Jelal-ed-Dowleh, came to the 
Legation hy appointment and told me that he and all the Kajnrs were absolutely 
in fear of their lives at the hands of the Anjumens, ‘The latter were absolutely 
determined to be rid once for all of Amir Behadur Jang and the other objectionable 
courtiers, to whose evil counsels the Shah's hostility to the best interests of the 
country vas due bu it was ditcull to bring pressure to bene on the Shah oxcept Wyo 
‘fhe 


















ation, I replied 
‘jars as a whole, 
‘Tho best advice 
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ment desired that Ishould abstain wholly from interference in the internal affairs of 
the country, and he must understand that if he wished to take part in political 
questions it would make it impossible for me to assist him, Jelal said he would follow 
this advice, and as he was leaving, said he expected some startling news in the course 
of the night, schich he would impart to me if F would send Mr. Churchill to see him in 
the moming, 

he next day, however, he had little more to say to Mr. Churchill than he hed 
told mic, except that he spoke very bitterly about the Shah, who, he said, was bringing 
the country to raing but while Mr, Churchill was with him he received by telephone 
two imperative messages to attend at Azad-ul-Mulk’s house the same afternoon, which 
he declared he dared not disregard. ‘The objects of Jelal-ed-Dowleh’s communications 
were fairly obvious, viz,, to persuade me that he was acting. under c 
the interests of the country; and, secondly, to create the impressi 
countenaneed by the Leg Hormuz Mirza, Jelal-ed-Dowleh’s brother, eame twice 
within the next three days to tell me of the proceedings at these meetings, which 
continued to sit almost iminterruptedly for the next three days. According’ to his 
statement, all the Umer, and among them, of course, Alaced-Dowleh, Muin 
Dovleh, and Jelal-cd-Dowleh, were present, and were terrorized by a small n 
of armed men, memiliers of the 





























nber 
niumens, who flourished their revolvers and 
threatened then) with death unless they induced the Shah to dismiss the obnoxious 








courtiers, 
Date on ‘Tuesday after 
demands, and agreed to disn 





mm (the 2ud instant), the Shah yielded to the popular 
as Six of his enfowraye, namely, Amir Behadur Jans, 
the chiel of the hody-suned, M, Chapehal, Mofakher-ul-Mulk, Movaggar-es-Sultaneh, 
Mi Bey, and Amincul-Mulk, Between 2 and 8 the next morning, Amir Behadur Jang, 
accompanied by some twenty of his armed gholams, arrived at the Russian Legation at 
Horgondeds 

‘Phe following morning, the 2rd instant 
Minister, M, de Harbvig said he was exceedingly anxious about the Shah's satet 
ile Tis Majesty looked on himself as practically a doomed man; he thought: the 

ont so scrions that the two Legations ought to take some step, He was particularly 
iusious tliat we should wet at once, aud as he liad received a letter from the Dutch 
Minister the day before calling his attention to the increasing lawlessness prevailing in 
‘Vohra, anil sug that, ax doyen ot the Corps Diplomatique, he, M. de Hartwig, 
should all w niceting: of the “Chels de Mission” to consider what steps should be taken 
in the cireunstinees. ‘This letter, he had reason to believe, had heen inspired by the 
» Minister, who seemed not to hiaye abandoned the idea of internationalizing Persian 
ins, He suggested, therefore, that we should call together on Mushir-ed-Dowleh, wh 
though he had resigned office five days before, vas still ucting as Minister for. Foreign 
Aft, and point out lo hint the grave conseqhences whieh might ensue to Persia should 
anything Happen to the Shali, E said Twas quite willing to join him, but 1 did not 
would be gained by speaking to Mushired-Dovleh alone, for he would 
“i yery imperfect account of our representations, and [suggested that we 
xculloney (0 invite the President of the Assembly to meet us. M. de 
Hartivig agroed, ant proposed that as Momtaz-ed-Dowleh was not much more depend 
able than the Minister for Roreign Athirs, the presence of Azad-uleMulk would be 
desirable, 

We accordingly telegraphed to Mushired-Dowleh, inviting him to arrange a 
meeti 30 that afternoon, 

On reaching Mushit-cd-Dowteh’s House [found M, de Hartwig alrealy there, but 
Momtazed-Dovleh and Azad-uleMulk had Hoth exeused themselves on rather flimsy 
pictexts, “Mode Hhiriwig opened the conversation by pointing out to the Minister for 
Foreign Aifiirs tat the demands of the revolutionary” party for the dismissal of Amir 
Relutdur Janz, and the other members of the Shah’s entourage, were unjustifiable, and 
even outmecous, and that the alleged reasons for the demands, that they were evi 
courisellors to His Majesty, were ridiculous, Amir Behadur was, as every one knew, a 
man af no capacity whatever, aud his duties at Court were those of a faithful wateh.dog 
who slept at his master's door, M. Chapehal, he said, took no interest whatever in 

ical questions, anil the stories of his influenee with the Shah and his inciting His 
Majesty against the Assembly, and so forth, were pure inventions. He was merely the 
old tutor, for whom the Shah had conceived great personal regard, and whom he had 
uiluced to reniain attached to his household, If he, M. de Hartwig, had any 
susyect that M. Chapehal was abusing his position by meddling with polit 
Nave immediately hag hin, recalled to Russia, So long as he was Russ 














T reeeived a visit from the Russian 
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Tehran he desired no umofficial agent at the Palace to do his work for him. ‘The present 
agitation has not been the work of the Umera or of the Parliament, and was. there- 
fore in no sense the expression of a national wish; it was got up by irresponsible 
political Societies who were trying to bring about a revolution, ‘The Shal’s position was 
how very’ precarious ; he was left practically defenceless, and he felt that his life was at 
the merey of these revolutionaries, We had come, said M, de Hartwig, as the Repre- 
sentatives of the two Powers which are most concerned in Persia’s well-being, and which 
by their regular recognition of the successive Valiahd’s, were peculiarly concerned in 
tlie maintenance of the existing dynasty, to point out the dangerous way in which Persia 
wwas being allowed to drift towards anarchy ; she was already perilously near the condi~ 
tion which in Morocco had brought about an international Conference and international 
control, and should anything happen to the Shah—an event which would plinge the 
country: into hopeless disorder and turmoil—there was one Legation here which showed 
desire to internationalize Persian affairs, ‘This was a very grave prospect, and he 
hoped that Mushir-ed-Dowlch would make it his business to warn his colleagues aud the 

sembly in the most serious way of their posi 

Following M. de Hartwig, I said that L was quite in agreement with his view of 
Persia's present situation, I thought that the real remedy lay in trying to ereate a 
better feeling between the Shah and his people, and in trying to reinove the distrust 
which was generally entertained of His Majesty. Unfortunately, no one seemed to 
have the courage to lilt upia voice in defence ‘of him, ‘The Medjliss was not a very 

ightened body, an its ideas, on financial questions, for instance, were quite 
childish; yet no one attempted to correct them, and it was just the same where 
the Anjumens and Shali were concerned, ‘the most palpably improbable. stories were 
Circulated to the Shah’s discredit, and were eagerly swallowed down by an ignorant’ and 
prejudiced mob, simmply because no one in authority took the trouble to contradict 
them 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who seemed very uncomfortable throughout the interview, 
romised to represent faithfully what ve had said to his colleagues and! to the 
Assembly, 

M, de Hartwig then urged on him the necessity of ta 
the agitators, whom he described as being a mere handful of revolutionaries, 
he terrified into submission at the first show of force, “Why,” he exclaimed, © Amir 

iir's men would rid you of them in an instant.” ‘The allusion to Behadur Jang 
was, in the circumstances, searcely tactful, and, indeed, all through the interview tho 
Russian Ministers toue had in ita note of menace which T think could well have been 
spared, 

On taking leaye, M. de Hartwig said he thought Mushir-ed-Dowleh would probably 

ve a very accurate account of what we had wished to convey, and it would be 
prudent that we should eall on Avad-ul-Mulk to. make a similar statement to him, 
Haying iment with Mr, Rabino, Ewas unable to proceed at once to Azndeule 
Mulls house, but I followed M, de Hartwig there as soon as possible, and we spoke to 
him very much in the same strain as to Mushireed-Dowleh, except that M. de Hartwig, 
by pointing out that if anything happened to the Shah the responsibility would be al the 
door of the persons sho had taken part in the recent conclave in Azad-ulcMulk’s house, 
cantiivad accentuate the note of menuee which he had used towards M 

orl 

Aval-ul-Malk as obviously much embarrassed at our visit, and his tnensiness 
way increased by the knowledge that Ala-ed-Dowleh and Jelal-ed-Dowleh were within 
earshot, So long as M. de Hartwiz: was present he spoke very slowly and in loud tones, 
obviously intending that everything he said should be overheard, and his language, to 
the effect that the whole nation was really loyal 19 the Shah, was of the most 
hou-committal description, As soon as M. de Hartvig had left, Azad-ul-Malk’s manner 
completely changed ; he was perfectly at his ease and exceedingly cordial, lover 1 his. 

5 ‘tial Cone, as though assured he could speak freely to me without fear 
i being called to account for his words by the Popular party. ‘The alteration of i 


denseanour was most significant of the differonee of Persian feeling towards the (wo 
Lexations, 
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T have reason to believe that Mushir-ed-Dowleh did inform the President of the 
Assonbly accurately of the purport of our visit, and I took steps to let it be known to 

Honest and fearless Deputy, who would give'a correct account of our language, T 
cannot say, liowever, that Lain able to share M. de Hartwig's belief that it produced 
ayy peueficial result in the direction of bringing about concord between the two patties, 


On Msc T fear that it is more likely that the general belief that Russia stands 
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behind the Shak has been confirmed, an effect which ean only increase His Majesty's 
unpopularity. 

‘The following moxning (4th instant), on reaching Gulahek after an early visit to 
‘Tehran on private affairs, I received about 11 o'clock a telephone message from the 
Medjliss stating that the Shah had left the “Ark” about 10 o'clock for an unknown 
destination, and inquiring whether His Majesty was at the Russian Legation. ‘The 
Wildest stories were, of course, at once circulated to account for the Shah’s disappearance, 
anid the fact that the telezraph wires towards Kazvin had been ent near Tehran seeied 
to give colour to the notion that he was on the road to Kesit, en route for Russia, It 
is, moreover, a fact that the employés of the Indo-European Telegraph Company were 
forcibly prevented from restoring the line, It appears that about 9°50 a.st, a quarrel 
Hetween some of the Palace guards was got up at the gate near the Customs Office, and 
the ery was at once raised that the town was to be looted, Parties of Cossacks and 
soldiers were sent galloping through the town in every direetion, and in the confusion 
Which followed the Shab, surrounded by a strong euatd of Cossacks, and with Colonel 
Linkho aud M, Chapehal by tle side of the carriage, drove off to Bagh Shah on the 
Nest side oF the city, Onder was restored as soon as it was known where His Majesty. 
Had yone, hut great uneasiness was felt, 

As soon ay the news reeled me I went to the Russian Legation at Zergendeh, and, 

finding that M. de Martwi had gone to the German Legation, I awaited his return, 
On his arrival he said lie had received the wews by telephone a little after 10 o'clock, 
aun also voluntecred the observation tat M. Chapel had been at the Palace about 
in four earlier, He was extremely pleased at the tum tatters lad taken, ashe 
thought the Shah was far safer at Bast Shah than hemmed én in the centre of the eity, 
and tie hoped His Majesty would soon move up to Niayeran at the foot. of the 
mountains, 
‘chraii remained perfectly quiet; Cossacks patrolled the streets, and the bazaars, 
Which had heen closed when the Shah's disappearance became known, reopened by 
nidday, Great mneasivess: prevailed, however, as to what Mis Majesty's next wove 
might be, while the uncertainty of the issue of the frontier question added to. the 
dificulties and apprehensions of the provisional Government. —Durine the next two da 
pourgarters between the Court, the Ministers, the Prinees, and Notables followed 
Napid succession, ani on Satunday afternoon (Gth instant) the Minister tor Rorei 
Airy called at the Russian Minister's, where, after a lone interview about the frontier 
question, he bad x conversation with Awir Behadur Janz, witli the result that the Intter 
Toft the Legation the fillowine mornin. 

M. de Hnstisiz informed me that Mushir-ed:Dowleh ait given him satisfactory 
dissuranees as Co Ainiy Bohadur Jang’s personal safety, and there was therefore no reason 
why he should stay any longer ander the Russian flag, Amir Bohadur Jang returned 
at onee to the Palace, 1 vould have been more correct had the Russian Minister 
vclined to allow Amir Beliitur Jang fo leave the Lewation except on an undertaking 
that he would) abstain fron taking further part in the erisis, 

On the afternoon of the 7th June the Cabinet was finally constituted, aud the new 
Ministers attended the Assembly, but as the ceremony of their intre 


with closed doors, he Juet that’ a Ministry had heen formed was not 
Known, 


Fate in the 



















































































enine Hovinuz Mirza arrived at Gulatick aud informed me that his 
brother Jelaled-Dowieh, Alavd-Dowleh, Serdar Mansur, and Avzadeul-Mulk had heen 
sted hy the Shah, and haifanchour later another visitor eae to tell me the same 
ties, adimg also that the three former prisoners had been put in chains and were 
Neingg treated with every indignity, Both my visitors inquired whether 1 would tak 
ay steps to obtain lela-ed:Dovleh's release, such as 1 hind taken in favour of Nast- 
ul Mulk 
' said tle cases were quite different, and there was no possible ground on 
Which 1 could interfere on Jeli-edsDowleh's behalf, and oll the more so as it. was 
hotorfons that he fil taken a leading part in the recent agitation, In any ease, there 
Was tio reason to believe that his lite was in danger, ani ax a matter of fet, Hornuz 
Mirza at tivst treated his brat ‘i Both those gentlemen hinited at 
he possibility of the Logation in town being invaded by refusees, and inquired wit 
Y attitude woul be. Losent (vo trustworthy gholams to town early the folloxing 
Hioriing to shut the gatos of the Legation and remain on duty there, and warn me by 
Selopione i ease any attempt ty resort to * bast” was made. 
Subsequently it transpired that the Shah had sent a summ ns to Alased-Dowle! 
Jelileed-Dowleh, Serine Mansus, anid some others to vor cre 
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had been a disposition to decline to obey, but on Azad-ul-Mulk’s stating that he would 
guarantee their safety, in consequence of a reassuring letter addressed to him by the 
Shah, they at last complied. ‘They were escorted by Gossacks to Bagh Shah, where the 






three whom the Shah believed to have been the leaders of the agitation for the dismissal 
of the courtiers were placed under arrest. Azad-ul-Mulk pleaded in vain for them, and 


declared that he would share the fale of the prisoners. 
Palace, 

‘The story that the prisoners were ill-treated either at Bazh Shah or later on their 
journey to Mazanderan appears to be quite untrue. 

‘There can be uo question but that the Shah's suspicions of Alaed-Dowleh and 
Jelal-ed-Dowleh were perfectly justified, but the arrest of Serdar Mansue came as a 
general surprise, He has been for the past year the Chief Administrator of Telegraphs, 
‘anil was supposed to take no part in polities.” M. de Hartwig informed me that he could 
form no guess why he was included with te otlier two, and added that he had always 
been a gond friend to Russia, T told the Minister that as Serdar Mansur held an 
English decoration 1 should feel bound to make an inqui on of his 
disgrace, but T did not propose for the present to press my inquiry in such a way’ as to 
amount to intervention on his behalf, From what T have been able to extract from 
Maces-Sultaneh, it would seem that he had taken a considerable part in the « . 

Azail-ul-Mulk’s house, that the fact that he liad been one of the first t6 arrive had 
convinced the Shah that he was the prime mover in the plot. In Persian eyes member- 
ship of an order would, of course, amply justify me in pressing for an inquiry into his 

ilt, but as this would have been interpreted as a step taken to obtain his relense, 1 
Have thought it hetter to abstain from taking action which would wear the appearance 
of intervention in an internal matter. I propose, however, to let Aln-es-Sultanch under. 
stand that I shall expect to be satisfied as to the Serdar's guilt, 

Anotlier period of negotiation followed, during which rumours of most eonilicting 

@ current, ‘The Anjumens appeared to be in doubt as to the wisdom of 
continuing the struggle, and the Medjliss and the Ministers were obviously anxious to 
avoid bringing matters to a climax, On Wednesday morning (ihe 10th instant), 
However, the Anjumens, encouraged by an apparently wellefounded report that the 
Cossack Brigade had informed Colonel Linkhof that though they would defend. the 
Shah they would not attack the Popular party, began to rally to their ol mnceting-place 

the Sepahsalar Mosque, and, with a strong’ Cossack picket eamped day and night in 
the Cannon Square, it seemed fora time as though the scenes of December were to he 
tejeated, But the town remained quiet, though the bazaats were ouce or twice elosed 
temporarily, and the attempts which the Cossack patrols. lind made to disarm. porsons 

ng rifles had been discontinued, At Bagh Shah, whieh iy guarded by w continuous 
tine of sentries, and where there is a strong body of Cossacks supported by a couple of 
fiold-snns, the Shah seemed equally inesolute, it was said that he was demanuling. the 
arrest and trial of the most promincut Popular leaders, such as Taki Zadeh, Malek-ule 
Mutakkelemin, Mutashar-ed-Dowileh, and Seyed Jemul; while, on the other hand, the 
Anjumens contenplated requiring that the Ala-ed-Dewleh aud his two companions, who 
had been sent avay under a strong escort to Mazanderan, should be brought back to 


He therefore remained at the 
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midday on Friday (he 12:h instant), how 
courage to take a strong step, and a “Dastkhat” (Reseript) was sent by the hand of 
4 Russian officer accompanied by thitty Cossacks to the Assembly and Ministers 
that, unless the gathering at he mosque dispersed, he woul compel then to do so by 
force. ‘The Uireat, though it would never have been carried out, was sulli After 
a short debate wich the doors of the House closed, a small party of the Members, 
Headed by the President, repaired to. the mosque, where they requested the people to 
nes. ‘The President’s speech was followed by’ one trom aki Zaleh, in 

ich the great leader besongit the people to comply, and riot to ask te reasons why 
tie thought compliance ‘Phe appeal was obeyed in silence, and the Anjunens 
yroceeded to leay ny’ with them the great placard whieh had 
nstaniees in whieh the Shab had violnted 
Ala-es-Sultanch, who came to see me in the 
iglited with the results achieved, aiid thought that for the 
settlement had been patched up. ‘There was deep dejection on the papular 
It that the Medjliss had betrayed tle cause. ‘The advice of the Medjliss 
abably sound, for the Shah could well aver that the assemblage of a 
‘umber of armed men was a danger to the public seeuity, if not to his ovm 
Ml iat he would be justified in dispersing it by force, while by peaceably 


ry the Shah serewed up his 
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bas, lionever, probably. 
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returning to their tomes the people have left him without any pretext for doing so. 
Bit it was soon realized that the Shah's apparent victory was a hollow one, and by 
Sinday morning (the 14th instant) the bazaars and shops. were again closed, in token 
that the battle was not over, and the leaders of the popular movement were considering 
how to carry on the struggle by peaccable and constitutional means, ‘The Shah 
appeared to have hardened his heart and to he ready to take extreme measures. He 
obtained 1 large sum of money (10,0001) from the Mukhber-ed-Dowleh, and with it 
attempted to secure the fidelity of the Cossack Brigade by giving the men and officers 
Jarge extra pay—t krans to the privates and 5 to 10 tomans to the officers per diem, 
He hegan also to reeruit a further force among the lower classes of the city, and Bagh 
Shah was converted into a regular armed camp. But no further arrests were made 
until Monday (the 15th instant), when the President of the Anjumen of the Brothers ot 
the Kazvin Gate—Suleiman Khan—and another leading member were captured ; the 
former, who is an official in the War Department, is charged with haying allowed rifles 
‘nd arms to he removed from the arsenal and, it is said, was to be handed over to the 
Government for tri 
Meantime, the leaders of the Popular party h 
requested the Shah to receive w deputation of six members of the Medjliss, who were to 
present a Memorial to lis Majesty recalling the various oaths he had taken to observe 
the Constitution and ealling on His Majesty to work harmoniously with the Assembly, for 
otherwise the ntatives of the nation could no longer perform their duties to the 
country, ‘the Shah, liovever, declined to receive the deputation till Tuesday (16th 
June) in the afternoon, when, having himself read the Memorial aloud, he replied that 
he could not give a definite answer at the moment, but he reminded his auditors that 
the Kajars hal taken Persia hy the sword and he meant to hold it by the sword. 
he Minister for Koreign Affairs, whom L saw on the afternoon of the 16th June, 
nd who spoke with a frankness very imusual for hin, said that he regarded the situation 
as exceutingly grave. ‘Telegrams were coming in from all parts of the country 
icing the Shab, and yet nothing that the Ministers could say would persuade 
esty of the danger of pursuing his present course, ‘OF course,” he said, “you 
hho is at the bottom of all this, and if i€ sere not for that external support, 
could probably easily: calm down the excitement. What do you think should be 
done?” 1 said that, in my opinion, the Shah would Hine put himself in a much 
stronger position if, after arresting Ain-ed-Dowleh aud his two companions, he had 
Innded tem over to the Ministry of Justice tor trial. Perhaps it would not be too late 
even now, It would hea material proot of His Majesty’s professed wish to act 
ionally, aud hie had, by making the arrests, shown that he was strong enough 
nisclt Alies-Sultanch said the Ministers had sed every argument to 
Majesty to-do as Esugzested, but in vain, Could Cnot find sone means of 
tothe Palice? 1 sail T would turn the matter over in my 
mind aiid see if could he done, On retlection, F decided not to move for thie 
monient, Toul! not well take any step without consulting the Russian Minister, and, 
inasmuch as 1 was convinced that it vas only by Russian advice that the Shah had 
Already declined to listen to his Ministers’ gooil counsel, itscemed likely that to broach 
the matter to M. de Hurlwviz would yrove useless, and might also lead to an acrimonious 
discussion, IU xcomed to me, the to wait until 1 should have received fro 
St Petersburgh an it s which might be sent to M. de Hartwig 
Asti his attitude here, Unfortunately Mr O'Beitne’s telegram, which I received on 
the 17H, arrived in so mutilated a state that it has been impossible to make anything 
































d decided on their course of action, and 






























































































During the past week Elave received seyeral telegrams from the provincial towns 
imploring the Legation to come to the asistance of the constitutional cause, which 
oveil its birth to tle sympathy and countenance of Great{Britain, Thave made no direct 
reply to any’ of the messages, but in one or two instances, whien it seemed that a message 
from the Tes it have a soothing effect, I have instructed His Majesty’s Consul 
that if he were asked to obtain an answer he might say that England, as & constitu. 
tional country, must alivays look with sympatliy on a constitutional movement; but that 
i vas niot fitting or right that she should interfere ix the internal affairs of a free and 
independent people, In any ease, Persia could be assured that England's friendship for 
Persin was ns strona as ever, 
































Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. 
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No. 54, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 6.) 
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Vico-Consul Rabino to Mr. Marling. 
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(A.) Naval and Military, 





various mili 

‘sited them. 

ng posts have just heen y 
it Chatly, fim 


iseless for mne to refer to t 
frontier, as I have not 
and the neighbou 

Al some posts, as, for instance, 
few ficld gins. 





ry posts on the Atrek, or on the 





‘ited by a General, 
rsakhs from Chikishlar, th 








re are a 





at Ashuradeh is, T understand, to be inere 
to be elfected gradually in the course of a few 
sports are to he added to the Ca fleet, WI 
torpedo destroyers and three transports. ‘The frontier posts 
fron long its eastern portion, at Teast—have j 





ed From 204) to 1,000 men, 

ars. ‘Two flat-bottomed 
nt, of three 
Azerbaijan 









ong the 
{ hoon strengthened. 






(B.) Political or Consular. 


Th this branch one notices great activity. There ware formerly two Consulates, 

one at Astinabad, the other at Rosht 

A Vice-(onsulate has just been created at Ardebil, and had it not been feared that 
the Duma would refuse to sanction the extra expenditure entailed a Vice-Cousulate 
Woulll have heen created at Bnzeli. 

‘Pho Consular ostablishment in the Persian Caspian provinces is 

vil Table, 

\ nuinber of new Consular Agents lave been 
Ardebil ng been authorized. to travel, the greater 
Aventaijui fron ssion to push on to 
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Persian Frontier Com ly settled at Gombad-i-Kabns, about 

3 miles within the Por wore for at Maraveh Teppeh, on the 

tht the water supply at Maraveh 













frontier, but some wight years ayo, protenc 
wis bad, they: removed to their present quarters, 


(C) Commercial, 





1 influence, along the coast, owesmnich tojtlie establislment of the Leouozoff 
fishery stations, which extend from Astart to Hassin Gull Ba long the whole 
Persian Caspian coast, ‘The four prineipal stations are Astara, Enzoli, Solid: Rud, and 
Moshed-i-Sur, to which we Wil that of Molla Kile, at the mouth of the Karasu, 
( farsakhis north of Astarabad, in the Bay of Astarabad. 

We thon haye the Russian roads and banks, 

‘The rons comprise that of Khonmman, usually called the Enzeli-Resht road, about 
inilos in length Tehran road, and finally the Astara~Ardebil road, 
is hatter, the Pes ined by a trick, and without the knowledge of 
the Persian Govern stand that ong of the clauses of the deed of cession 
of this road to the Russians by the Malek-et“ujjar of ‘ohran, acting, in his quality of 
Chatman of the Unnuni Company, was that the Malek should in future enjoy Russian 
protection, ‘This would explain she the Russian Minister tortor ng behalf of the 
Malek when the Tehran National Assembly gave orders, x year ago, for the latter: to be 
put in prison, 

‘Who Russian ‘onsul mentioned to me that the Astara-Ardebil roud was very 
badly built, and too narrow for wheeled traffic. MM the Company was doing was thy 
collection of tolls, and they neglected necessary repairs. We may here auention. the 
Port of Razeli, Tor which $00,000 roubles, or 80,000, has just been placed at the 
disposal of the engineers, 2 

jnitives of Envolt easly obtain from Government cession of plots of land at Enzeli, 
nd this ta 
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Rvssiax Consular Establishment in the Porsiau Caspian Provinces, May 1908. 
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This list does not inclade the Consular Agents of the inland districts a, for instance, Shahru, astasa, 
Lunnan, &e., which are part of the Astarabad Consular dist 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received July 6.) 





160. Very Confidential.) 

Gulahek, June V7, 1908. 
LN my despatch No, 116 of the 15th June, voluminous as it is, Ihave not attempted 
to do iuore than give a connceted summary of the most recent phase of the constitutional 
“Struggle, but there are other aspects of' the question which merit attention, viz., the 
attitude and policy of the Russian Legation, the part played by the Zil-es-Sultan, and 
lastly, the attitude of the German Minister. 

Since December last the policy of the Russian Legation has altered but little, At 
that period it was, I think, M.de Hartwig’s aim to enable the Shah to overcome the 
Constitutional movements but he has by now found that impossible, and is fearful lest 
the Shah's throne, if'not hislife, may be lost. Such an eyent would, of course, mean the 
Joss of Russia's only tramp a, and it is but natural that he should strain 
every nerve to prevent it, 

It is open to question whether M. de Hartwig has played his eards wisely; certainly 
the Shah was almost from the first days of his reign the object of mistrust and suspicion, 
ani his opposition, masked though it was for a time by the action of his Ministers, to the 
Constitutional. movement gave the required opportunity to the Azerbaijan members 
to rouse public feeling against His Majesty all over the country. But what M. de 
Hartwig has not realized, ov if he has, could not brine himself to admit, was that a 
i measure, possibly even all, of the Shal’s unpopularity is due to the universal 
Helict that His Majesty is the tool of Russia, and is ready to do anything to serve her 
culls, even to bringing ubout-a Russian occupation, Again, the Czar’s Government is 
credited by Persians with being opposed to liberal ideas, and the Russian Legation’s 
‘ion in support of the Shah has been set down as being partly inspired by reactionary 
4, Phere are even some Persians who profess to believe that but for Russian advice 
it have accepted the new order of things ; but this is not a view to which 
he. In these eireunstances, Russian supportto the Shah 
Vis defeated its own end, by making hin more unpopular than ever, and the moment 
Ins now come when M, de Harovig, seeing that the agitation against His Majesty: is 
hocoming dungerous, is making w desperate effort to bring about a joint demonstration 
hy the (vo Lexations avowedly in favour of his pr There is no doubt that joint 
ction by us does produce a very marked impression, aud mast therefore be employed 
ith great enution if His Majesty"s Legation is to preserve thie strict attitude of neutrality 
whieh you, Sit, lave prescribed, M. de Hariwig is perfectly well aware of this, and he 
Gliose his dagument well when in inviting me to make a joint representation to the 
Minister for Poreign Aifairs Iie took as his ground the probable danger of international 
intervention in case Persia were allowed to relapse into auarchy, It was not easy to 
roltise his appeal, but to make sure that he should adhiere faithfully to the line of arg 
inent he hail sketched, Lvrote him a note urging that we ought to be very careful 
‘void anything that could suggest intervention hy the vo Powers, as any hint of the kind 
ould probably revet iufavourably’ on the Shahy ho was. credited with desiring to bring 
about ite ion from Russia, M. de Hartwig replied cordially age and in our 
intervies with Mushired-Dowleh and Azad-ul-Mulk he loyally excluded any hint of 
intervention by the two Powers, but as 1 pointed ont in’my despatch No. 146 he 
coutrived {0 filroduee a note of menace which, I think, produced an undesirable effect 
‘on; his hearers, 

Inv the to conversations which | Taye had, on the 11th and 15th respectively, on 
his proposal for a joint declaration that the Governments of Great Britain, and Russi 
‘ire pledged to mainitain the present Shah, and are prepared to do so by foree it necessary, 
I have heen chieily struck by M.de Hartivig’s ingenuity in finding arguments to persuade 
ine that such a step is obligatory and expedient, 

When 1 observed that €did not think that Hi 
‘consider that by thelr recognition of the successive tieirs to’ the Throne of Persia there 
ail ever Leon any intention of guaranteeing the Kajar dynasty, and much less of forcibly 
maintaining an individual Shah, he produced “ Hertslet's Persian Treaties,” and read the 
extinct given on p. 216 trom Count Nesselrode’s despatch to Count Medem in connection 
with this question 
Nowy” hie exclaimed, “if the Shab were deposed, should we not find ourselves in 
oof just the circumstances contemplated, viz., the danger of a civil war in consequence 
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of a disputed succession? ‘The Shah has three or four sons and four brothers, all of 
whom may aspire to the throne, and each of whom has at any rate a better claim to it 
than Zil-es-Sultan,” 

I said that the conditions of Persia when that despatch was written were very 

different from those now prevailing, and that even if His Majesty’s Goverument 
could admit his interpretation of the intentions of the Governments when Count 
Nesselrode’s despatch was penned, it would be repugnant to our ideas of the rights of a 
constitutional people, as the Persians now are, that we should attempt to force a 
particular Sovereign on them. 
If that is your idea,” he rejoined, “I am a much better constitutionalist than 
you, ‘The Shali has no hostility to. the Constitution, but is perfectly ready to work 
harmoniously with it. All the agitation against him is fictitious, and is worked up by 
Zil-es-Sultan, who is plotting with a few friends to oust his nephow and obtain the 
throne for himself, and if the Zil came to the throne the Medjliss would not exist 
a fortnight. If your Government is going to adopt that attitude, you and T will have 
to fold our arms and wateh the Shah being assassinated.” 

At this point M. de Hartwig got quite heated, and for a moment I feared would 
ose his temper. 

Usaid the one thing that I always kept before me was the paramount importance of 
preserving the poliey of common action in Persia, and if he and’ 1 took different views on 
any matter we must refer them to our Governments, who would indieate the line to be 
followed by us jointly. This was a ease for such reference, for there certainly. was a 
divergence of views between us on two points: firstly, the question of our obligation to 
maintain the Shah ; and secondly, how far the animosity against the Sbal as fictitious, 
as he asserted, or genuine and deep-rooted, as I was convinced was unfortunately the 
case, Iwas quite ready to admit that the Zil had designs on the throne, and was 
trying to forward them,’ The present crisis gave him an opportunity of doing so, but he 
hud not, so far as T could see, done anything to bring it about, He had found the 
situation, not ereated it 
le Russian Minister then hinted that though he was. satisfied that my own 
attitude was perfectly correct, hie was not so sure about all the members of the 
Legation, and said that a which Mr. Chur ont of the 












































v hill nor any one 
said or did anything contrary to the 
by ajesty's Government of strict non-interference in 
i ut M. de Hartwig, with a look of incredulity, interrupted me by 
reverting to the Zil, whose brutal character, he said, was in such marked contrast to the 
aunjable disposition of the Shah, According to the Russian Minister, His’ Majesty had 
tidergone a complete transformation. When Valiahd in Tabreez, he had acquired a 
reputation for tyranny and oppression which, though grossly exaguerated, was to some 
extsut justified ; but those who knew him in. Tabreez would now scarcely tecoxnize the 
Sm the nik, Henevolent Sovereign, who desired only to live a quiet lie wilh his 
Gi a family, anal leave the affairs of State to the constitutional Ministers, ‘The 
Frau fact, bad only one vice, namely, avarice, and if His Majesty could only bring 

elf to 9 ws tieely as Zil-os-Sultan, he would be as popular personally as 








































ta hee is father, Muzlfeel-Din Shah 
an anna pretend to have the same means as M, de Hartwig for knowing what the 
Shuts real character is, but 1 ean learn nothi eaineny iateaes toons 





's real cl ig of Ilis Majesty that goes to show that 
Tas diponon ox gud ments towards the Medjliss have Tne rt Aleountel change 
pe rat aH ig would tiaye me believe, No doubt very many of the reports of 
iF hana eteate diners and render yovemment impossible are untrue, and some 
Mout unloads 0, as, for instance, the story that he had contrived the burglary at 
Ail so ahem house s9 as to create the impression that foreigners are in danger, 
Ministers have et for Russian intervention, but in view of the fact that even Persian 
CuRNT RLS aon alan t to me of his constant interference with their labours, I 
Bee Hoyo loubaitiny His: Majesty still continues his pernicious activity, or at 
Moat nr ne utes to he carried on by his entourage in his supposed interests 
aT mente |. de Hartwig employed in both our conv ssations, and it 
Meena ete second that he developed the staring sug fil-es-Sultan, if 
iheciaes ie throne, would at once turn to many. ‘Do not count,” he said, as 
igh taking it for granted that the Zil is receiving encouragement from us, “on Zile 
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T asked M. de Hartwig what reason he had for thinking that Zil-es-Sultan was 
turning his eyes towards Germany, but though I pressed him for proofs he could or 
would say no more than that Jelal-el-Dowleh’s intimacy with the German ‘Legation 
was notorious. He went on to enlarge on Zil-es-Sultan's enormous wealth, averring that 
His Imperial Highness possessed about 60,000,000 tomans (12,000,001) banked in 
Calcutta. 

T pointed out that it was ineredible that the Zil could have saved anything like this 
vast sum. Itwas true that he hind been for many years Governor of a large part of 
Persia, but a forte of 12,000,000!. meant that he must have put by something like 
400,001. a-year for thirty years, and that in spite of the heavy expenditure he had had 
to hear. ‘The only trustworthy figure I had ever had of the Zil’s fortune in India was 
something under 00,0000, 

M, de Hartwig retorted he was better informed, and went on to say that the 
4%) once at the head of affairs would contract a loan of some 10,000,000—presumably 
of roubles—in Germany, and give 2,000,000 roubles of his own fortune as security. 
could not get the Minister to explain further what the nature of this operation 
vas ty be, 

Ttold M, de Hartwig that I did not believe that the Zil had any German sympathies 
Whatever, aid that I thought the idea had been suggested by someone who wished to 
siw mistrust between us, Thegged him also to believe that the Zil never got the smallest 
ciicouragement from us, His Imperial Highness had frequently sent messages to me 
through His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz, and I had occasionally answered them, but 
always in such a way as to. discourage him and to show him that he need not look to, 
Great Britain for support or even countenance in his designs upon the throne, 

Tean hardly imagine that M, de Hartwig really believed in the Zil’s alleged German 
prodli Surely if he had any real proof of them he would have produced something 
etter than that the Zils eldest son was on intimate terms with the German Legation, 
Bven if this be true, and Tam not aware that it is, it is not particularly convincing, in 
view of the fhet that there is litle love lost between Ziles-Sultan and Jelal-ed-Dowleh, 
and that it is probable that the latter had only heen allured of late to work in his father's 
interests by the prospect of succeeding him on the throne, 

It would appear that M, de Hurtwige sees that the Shal's eause is fast losing ground, 
that some very decisive step must be taken to retrieve it, and that the only one which 
will be permanently effective will he a joint declaration from the two Governments, 
virtually to the effect that the Shah is under their protection. He is, of course, aware 
that His Majesty's Government is little likely to agree to any such step, and is now 
raving on his imagination to furnish his Government with arguments to. support his 
proposal, 
eT Ob eotia6 it the Sia disappears from the seene, Ri 

and M, de Hartwig. seos that with the Zil's known friendly disposition to us; that the 
predor position that he had hoped: to gain for Russia will heeome ours, and with 
the additional advantage that: popular sentiment is comparatively favourable to us, 

As to the Zil, it is very: diffieult to say how far he has ventured to go. ‘That he is 

ining high there ean be Ho doubt, and T think there are few persons who would be rash 
enough to predict that the Valiahd would ever reach the throne if his ambitions great 
mele were tobe nominated Regent. His Imperial Highness has unquestionably tried 
{0 obtain the joint Governorship of Fars and Ispahan, as is proved by a letter he sent to 
Mr, Coustl-General Grahame, Hegging him to tse his influence on his arrival at Ispahan 
to further that object, Mr, Grahame brought the letter with him to Tehran, and, with 
ny assistance, drafted a very cautiously worded reply dissuading his Imperial Highness 
{rom his project, but, by aw oversight, the letter was never dispatched. It seme 
probable also that he initiated an intrigue to get the appointment of War Minister for 
one of his friends, but the scheme failed, and the portfolio was given to Mustauficul- 
Mamalek, who declined to play into the hands of the conspirators, 

But, with all his ambition, Zil-es-Sultan is very cautious, and 1 doubt very much 
whicther he tas done more than improve the opportunities which the Shah's evil star 
seems to be providing for him, From his conversations with Mr. Acting. Consul Bill and 
his messages to the Legation, it is quite clear that he understands the position of the 
Legation towards himself to a nicety, viz, that while we desire to remain on friendly 
terms with him, sve can do nothing to forward or even countenance his political designs, 
or {o defend him if they involve him in trouble; it is probable that he rather appreciates 
the perfect loyalty of our attitude towards the Shah, and caleulates thet, if ever he 
comes to the throne, hie will be able to count on out cordial support. 

Tdlo not think any one Knows what the feclings at the Zil towards the constitutional 
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movement really are; of course his professions of devotion to it are unlimited, but it 
seems inconceivable that, after the years he had spent in governing various provinces 
with absolute power, he should consent to be checked at every tum by the Anjuniens. 
Persia as a whole might weleome him as a strong ruler who would restore order, but, in 
the minds of the more thoughtful reformers, there are serious misgivings a8 to his 
fitness for the post of constitutional King. Meantime, telegrams are being addvessed 
to him, praying him from the Anjumens of all the principal towns to take over the reins 
of Government, but this does not necessarily imply that he is wanted for his own sake, 
but only that the country is weary of anarchy, and woulll accept any one who would put 
an end to it, 

"There has been some little talk among the Anjumens of taking “ bast” at the German 
Tegation. It is, of course, the direct result of Baron von Richthofen’s activity six 
months ago, but to some extent, it is unquestionably due to the uncompromising 
attitnde Lhave always observed to discourage any attemptato drag the Legation into 
internal polities. The German Minister told me the other day that: he had let.it be, 
known in the clearest way that he would not reecive refugees in his Legation, but he has 
not taken the obvious means of discouraging them, ie., by keeping the gates. of the 
German Legation closed, nor, as I have the best means ‘of knowing, did M. Litten, the 
German Dragoman, give an unequivoral! answer to a Persian who called to. inqu 
ostensibly on bebalf of the Anjumens what the attitude of the Legation in the question 
of “bast” would be, I have, however, no reason to believe that Count Quadt is doing 
anything to encourage the Popular party to appeal to Germany, though it is of course 
quite probable that he would’ not be averse to seeing such an appeal made. On the 
other hand, he had once or twiee tried to impress on me the disadvantages which must 
result to us in this country from our recent Agreement with Russia, T roplied generally 
that every arrangement must have some drawbacks, but I was personally satisfied. that 


uur preseut policy of complete understanding with Russia in Persian affairs would in the 
‘end be completely justified, 


























Thaye, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received sFuly 6.) 
(No. 153.) 
$i Gulahek, June 17, 1908. 
JN accordance with the sanction conveyed to me in your telegram No, $9 of the 
26th February lost, the increased escort attached to His Majesty's Consulate at Shiraz 
was retained for six mouths. That. period has now elapsed, and T have received a 
espatel, from Mis Majesty's Acting Consul at dat place inquiring whether any 
‘lecision lias been arrived at in regard to the question of permanently. increasing. the 
escort of the Consulate from six to twelve mon 
spd ious the retention of the time-expired party of men was authorized pending an 
Huprovement in the affairs of Pars, and there is reason to hope that: such an improve- 
went may, a a result of the appomtwent. of His Luperial Highness the Zil-os- Sultan 
eral of the de maintained, His Imperial Highness? tenure 
is that of every Governor of Persia, very pri and his removal 
be the occasion of an’ outhurst of fresh disorilers throughout: the 
























of the post 
would inevitabl 
provine 


} xenture, therefore, to support Mr. Bill in the opinion which he has expressed, and 

which, anoreover, he had the entire concurrence of Mr. Grahame, that the sitvation in 

still contains the elements of those dangers the active minifestation of which 

Hused the retention of the present escort to he sanctioned, aud consequently. demands 

the presenee of a scort than was formerly the case, 

Ttis, however, desirable, and, in the ease of one of the men who is il, 

should be relieved; and though I should regret 1) 

ments have been made to replace them, I venture 10 reques 

ion of their return to Tudia, and of replicing them by a fresh contingent, 
tuiy be taken into consideration, and, if possible, settled at an early date, 

; Lust add that Mr, Gralame, on his way through ‘Teiran, mentioned to me the 

¥ of a stall niuaber of spare rifles being kept in the Gonsulite for the use of 

h colons in case of emergency, and suggested that the relieved escort ajght 

rifles behind them upon their departure. ‘The Legation here is provided 

































rgont, that 
withdrawal 














thar the q 
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with a small number of rifles for this purpose, and I venture to submit, for your 
favourable consideration, that a similar arrangement in the case of Shiraz would be a 


prudent precaution. 








have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





[23130] No. 58. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received July 6.) 





(No. 155.) 






Gulahek, June 17, 1908. 
ian Gulf Diary 





4 paragr 
the steamship “ Lauristan 
Being iuder the impression that Me: 
to have expired on the 21st Decomber lasty T 
Consul-Ceneral andor what arrangement Me 





. Strick’s contract with the Muin-et-Tujjar was 
quired by telegraph of His Maj 
srs. Strick were now shipping the oxid 
Jeolm, the Bushire agent of Messrs. 



























Tn teply Major Cox telegraped that Mh 
Strick, luul reason to beliove that his principals liad concluded a secret contract with 
Muinti-Tujjar, though they had not taken him into their confidence. Mr. Malcolm 
furthier «1 Matnalek, an enemy 





ated that he had heen approached by 
; this: Hnliyidual ‘ofessed his ability to obta 
ly of Muinect-Tujjar, provided that Mr, Maleolm 
Capacity: of a Persian subject, join himeas « partner, or, failing that, be hi 
Initish subject. Mrs Maleolin had not replicd to these overtures; he wished for 
ulviee + to join Sadikenl-Mamalek, should his star appear to be 
in the asconde of the Muineet-Tajjar on the 
‘Nhe whole transnotion appeared to me to be of ¥ 
stigaostion tlt Mr Maleolny should change lis national 
‘niterosts, lent it a particularly unpleasait complexion. 
Cox thar nothing was known at this Logation of Swlil 
htain a Mransfer to himself of the tease of Hormuz Ishind; that Thad no reason to 
Heliove that Muinset!Pujjar’s position nil tliat in my opinion the 
Iranisietion should be discouraged, at ane known whether Messrs, 
y's selieme to form a Company would be realized or wot. 


T hav 
(Signed) HARLES M. MARLING. 





of Min: a lease of Hormur, 


ld, the 



































as best suited his 
Taccordingly repli 
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[23181 No. 99, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 6.) 





‘0, 156.) 


WITH 





Gulahek, June V7, 1908. 
Just, inclosing 0 












to your despatch No, 2 of the Sth J 
ik of Porsin respecting the Nasrutabad branch of the 
TV haye the hi sinit to you herewith «copy of a dlespatch from His Majesty 
Const in $ nL requested to Furnish a report upon the working of the bank. 

»* Kennion’s despatch was submitted to Mr, Rabino, for his observations, 
Whicliappeat mrginally upon the despateh in question, and T further inclose a letter 
froin Mr, Hawkins, @ aiember of the Loudon Board of Directors of the bank, now in 
‘Voluan, whose opinion Lasked in regard th the correspondence. 

Tliave, &e. 




























(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 








Inclosure 1 in No. 


Consul Kennion to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 17.) 
Sir, Seistan, March 30, 1908. 
» receipt of your despatch No, 12, dated the 
tabad Drauch of the Imperial 








I HAVE the honour t 
12 Bebr 
Hank of Pe 





acknowledge t 
Y the working of the Nasr 
sit, with inclosures (returned herewith) 




















iniou, are the reasons for which thi 
ight he possible to 


n directed to state what, in my o 
ss, and to Suggest means 





dd remark, ind 
th, your despatch does not convey a just idea of the return on 
a oyed on banking transactions, 
furniture, altogether out of propo 





first place, that 





lum of working 








Money was spent ona 
n to the amount of busi 





wank: could expect to 
‘ono of which is ocaupied 
nd Consulate. Doctor, 





igs ES 
ie Manager and e, the other by the Vice-Cons 





sy and was, Tan 
jased by the Tu 
Hen due to a similar reaso 





stand, only accu 





red as it might otherwise have heen 
paid for the laud 
2 krans per zer, the 








eat whieh the: 





pital of 10,0001, allotted to the branch, some 5,000. was initial 

presents the actual work 
is, it scons, write 
vided to the working 
ther annual ch 
I stand asamasset to the bank, p 
Though Trnderstaud that this is in aecor 
ind, questionable whether it 








Vin the Manager's 
off at the rate of 
penses of the Dank, 
,s0 that in twenty: 





ngs and furniti 











to show the charge a 
D . Sinew the branch is swaintained 
Jovornment of Tndia, it seems to me that either the 

ears, become their property, or that the 
separate from the profit and loss account of the 








at the expense of th 
Duildings should, av the 
bnilding fund should he kept enti 








dened as at prosont it is by the charges roferred to; the | 








r ion why the gross earnings of the branch are 
Would submit the following’ obs 8 aeaehers 





With a working capital o 





DOO the branch 








There Tas this been a st 
approxinutely 8 per cent, on the 
isiness of the bank 

edrifts and discounting } 
from 1 percent, 10 2 


‘ly, if slow, therease, Mast y 





Ss figures amounting: to 





almost entirely confined to exchange, b 
es charged by the bank for dralts a 

nif business: were brisk mo 
ery a1 very Himited de 
4 considerable portion of the working 










stan), and till within the 
ST iuliows Irina sie, SAG 
ni Have bees ani 






to hive heen made, 
Tr report and since the following 





Daring the yeu 


neh canw to any knovled 














ukut-ul-Midk, 20,000 krans at 12 per cent, 





i Mobruaty 1008, 


Slaukateul-Mutk, 80,000 Kraus at 18 per 








Nah of Dariniin, 3,000 kris at 15 per cont, payable 





Felauary 1908, 





all recovered when due without difficulty ; 





il 5 are not yeu due, 






Is be loght from the Goverment, who imposed thelr 








‘The following are among the applications for loans which were refused -— 


1, April 1907.—Shaukat-ul-Mulk, 160,000 krans for six to twelve months. 
2, Sime 1907—Shaukat-ul-Mulk, 50,000 krans for two months. 

after the Ioan of 40,000, krans had been repaid.) 

June 1907.-Malek-et-Tujjar, 30,000 krans for three months, 

1, June 1907,—Mustanfi, 30,000 krans for three months. 

Angust 1907. Nath of Darmian, 3,000 krans for three months. 
( November 1907, Malek-et-ujjar, 20,000 krans for four months, 
7. Webruary 1908. Mustaufi, Birjand, 10,000 Ikrays for three months, (The wwo 

laiter were intended for purchasing trade goods in India.) 


































‘The security offered in cach case was, I believe, sullicient to satisfy the local 
Manager, but the sanction of the head office ya 1. ‘The reason assigned for 
these refnsils was the disturbed state of Pe r caution 










justified. tis, at the same time, noteworth 
the quivtest distriets in Persia. W! 
y te) the hanks attitute is that the local branch's a ave been 
finnish these | Hout crippling thems exchange bu 
oflice was unwilling to withdraw capital from branches 
ior paying kind of business to enable the Seist 
paying kind,® Tould observe that though loans ar idlorably. less remmnerative 
hun exchinye transactions, yet they rotiuen not less than 12:10 18 per cent. as well as 
the commission on the draft, by: whieh the money is remitted to Tehran or Meshed as 
ihe case may he, for they are rarely required for local use, 
Think it probable that the branch could have increased its 
soue extent imitated the Russian Pak in 
mentary to their exchange busiuess with Indi 













































ings HP it had 
supple 











up comin 
{Tn this eonne 












































rofivonce ta Sir Hl, MeMahon’s diary for the period en 
Another reason for the earnings of the braneh being s 
Doon is that though, ay the 
Mr, Nowell inv his letter oF th 
feito ay far more important place thay Nasratabad as a1 
tHe tank, till the middle of 1906 t0 1007, showed lieth 
inthis place Mad they done 40, it is muy Deliof the prol 
hy navy have been considenibly ian they mre, 
{how con to sug the future, Tn etiey to the 
Scistany branel wie: started at Bixjand in charge of Mry Hosoi, As proved very 








veossfil, ant business his increased in a very satisfactory mamer. Mr. Macmurray, 
the Tooal: Manion, is hopeful that with the 
Toss on the working of the braneh for the 
operations of Hie braieli haye been 

Many applications for drafts on 
the branch's want of finds in Indias the rates quoted were too higl 
ensued. Want of funds in Meshed rest) 
For dnatis on these pliers boing x order to give the branch 
‘A fhir chanvo of payi W it should not he starved of funds, My suzgestion is 
therefore that the he Soistan branch shoukl be increased to admit of an 
increase tn the oxel jnuess as yvell as to provide for loans. 

‘The s the Birjand agency under My, Howson, the greater part of 
avliose time is taken 1 other work, indicates that it would be advisable for the 
Hank to have a properly qualified ayent at this plac 

From a commercial , it would indeed haye been better that Bir) 
shiould Nave heen nade the Iaqnarters of the 1 from the first, Int this 

out-of the question owing to the amount of capital sunk in land aud Duildings in 
Sbistum Vor the present the axent at Birjand should! be a native of Persia oir moderate 
pays A howe could be rented for hin’ in the city; so no expenditure on lind or 

would he necessary 
Mhwe others auelins by which, in ayo 
increased have already cited it) th 
jist fallin 





























































aion, the profits of the bras could be 
part of this letter dealing with eauses of 








* Now Selstun 
ft Brentsiave p 





Al from Tehran Rt 
Tess fs Ws 


avy any amount 
Kas vee hav uiaiutainea, that 
Naot 
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My recommendations may be summarized as unden 





1. The working capital of the branch should be increased, 
2, Loans shoul! not be refused if, in the opinion of the local Manager, the secunity 
offered is sufficient, 
3. The Manager should be authorized to carry on an ageney business for the 
supply of British Indian goods on the Russian deposit system. 
A properly qualified agent should he appointed to Birjand, 











The political aspect of the question, with special reference. to 2 and 3-above, have 
been dealt with in my letters No, 162, dated the 24th August, 1907, and No. 27, dated 
the 3ist January last, to the Government of India, 

Thave, &. 








(Signed) TL. KENNION, Major, Ld. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 59. 


Mr, Hawkins to Mr. Marling. 








ling, Tehran 
AN despatch No, 17 of the 30th ultimo, from Major 
of work has prevented 1 


Jue 8, 1908, 
ion. 

from giving earlier attention 10 the above. 
refully into it, and cannot but confirm the marginal’ aiote 














formed quite a wrong opinion as regards capital: 
‘have as much capital as the place requires if it could, he safely 
1 that is the rub. Most of the business offering ix the loaning ont of 
WV xentry class, Past experience has proved it to be: undesirable, and 
positi conntry does not warrant ourextending such business. 
Kennion suggests that the Imperial Bank of Persiv follow the exnmple of 
] Bank in seitiny oy, supplementary to general banking 
Isiness. “Major Kennion ex f the colossal losses the Russian Hank 


e niade in the ast fe their scheme, which, froma banking 
point of view, is musound, 



































We want to see Sci wing as st ss Major Kennion does, but the fact is 
there really is no actual business that warrants the ink as a commercial proposition 
per se, having a branch 








On the matter of the statement of account, I can make no comments, 
doubtless has the sanction of the full Board in the 
The Property would not be worth mel if we 


F there is any othier point which Pinay 
"! 





it 
1 way, and seems reasonable, 
closeal the branch. 

ve omitted, pray command me. 

ry truly yours, 
(Signe VA. CH 























AR HAWKINS, 








[23132] No. 60. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 


‘Tehran, June 17, 1108. 
. 70 of the Mth ultimo, in which you were s0 xvod as 
orvard, for observations, a Memorandum by Mr, Rees, M.P., [have the honour to 
h Vucid Memorandum, drawn up by 
ultation with myself, examining and discussing, in’ a wanuer which is entirely in 
accord with my own views on the subject, the suggestions put forward by Mr. Rees for 
‘Ne utilization of the situation ereated by the recent Auslo-Iussian Convention, 
Ar. Loraine draws especial attention to the expediency of considering what steps 












should be taken for the development of means of communication in south+western 


Pej 
Tecen| 





and the importance of this is, J venture to think, largely emphasized by the 
discovery of an oil well in Arabistan, the only information in regard to which 
that hias yet reached me T had the honour of reporting in my telegram No, 126 of the 
28th ultiino, From such meagre facts as are ayailable it is, of course, impossible to 

nate whether oil has heen, or will now be, struck in sufficient quantities for the 


























40 : 





of a pipe line and the regular exploitation of the Concession as a paying concern, 
Should such, however, prove to be the ease, a great impetus will infallibly be given to 
the development of the neighbouring regions, and the port of export, presumably 
Mohammerah, will at once assume an importance it has not hitherto possessed. 

Ti the comer of Persia affected circumstances are peculiarly favourable to the 
expansion and conso n of British interests, ‘The firm of Messrs. Lynch Brothers 
occupies a prominent position at Mohammerah and Ahwaz, the Euphrates and Tigris 
Steam Navigation Company have a steamer service on the Karun, in the hinterland is 
the Bakhtiari road constructed by British enterprise, the Oil Syndicate is well known 
in the district through those of its officers who ave ben conducting the boring 
‘operations in recent. years, and, lastly, in view of our special relations with the Sheikh 
of Mobanineri in particular and in a lesser degree with the Bakhtiari Khans, nothing 
Wauild be more natural thin for us to take the lead in the development of the resi 
which they govern, 1 entirely agree with Mr. Loraine that. the constr 
railway from Mohammerah to the capital would most materially contribute to the 
desived end, 

‘Vhe reflection will not have eseaped you, Sir, that such a. projec 
opposition from Russia, Tu this ease, however, T venture to think that Russian interests 
in some de i our own, Russi even more than ourselve: 
interested in. pr iternationalizat n affairs, Lf we draw bael 
from tlie task, or are provenited from undertaking it by considerations of Russia 
interests, the door is left open for its assumption by « third Power. Should thi 
Power be successful in grasping the opportunity 1 it and in effecting a serious 
lodiginent in, south-western Persia, ity Representative at Toliran would automativally 
Acquite an influence and a voige rs that it would be difficult, if not 
inipossible, to gainsiy. 
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Ihave, &e. 
signed), CHARLES M. MARLING. 
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Tnelosure in No. 60, 





Memorandusn by Mr. Laruine, 


[Poreign Office Despatch No, 70:(12229) of May 6, 1908.) 





PAIR points for disenssion stand oat clearly trom Mr. Ree's Meniorante 









1, The feastbility and expe 
2, ‘he opportiniencss of th 
fittiess of the mean 
sist of the Me 





Hey OF the course he proposes, 
moment for initiating it 

proposes Lovattain his ents, 
porandun Hos in the last five tines: “1 once there are proper 
Communications ih th south the development of the north by Russia will dotus'ne 
Wontn, aul might, thdced, sestilt in good, hut wiless communications are 
Wil stirely be diverted to the northern outlet.” 

‘This, as a yonernl proposition, miy he a 

eansider (0h 














nproved trade 








ei, but 
foestent our interests clash, er coinei 
Lrespect These vtlicr miterests are. (1), Persia: 
wetivity aint nubitions. a third catexory mnighit he astded for German interests. 
ssury, Heeause all aitanzemonts male must necessarily: possess the 
fo Persian Goverinpent s equally, any arrangements alfeeting the neutral 
aeno inst, in virtue of the Angli-Rassian Convention, possess the wequiescence of 
Geriian protest against arrangements male by common agreement between 
( Britain, Russin, and Persix would be tinayatli 
‘Mie reasons tox whieh it is necessary {0 eousule Pe 
to need di . Persin would unquestionably: profit 
He south aud south-west, and, what is. perhaps equally important, by: sceurity. of 
conminiicntion along the main arteries of trade, [Cis needless to point out ¢ 
Anrangenients for impeaved eonmunientions, which do not provide for s 
f comiuiniention, are not only of doubtful he 
certain loss to tie contractors. This at once taises the que 
te Persian Government unaided to guarantee security on the roads, Th question 
Vas heen treated in inany: Reports trom this Legation, and it is only necessary to 
suunmiarize the general conclusion, viz,, that for the present the Persian Goverument are 
mnatile to do so. 


#. Rees docs not appear to 
I others which we are bound. 
2) Russian, In view of Ger 























in interests are too obvious 
improved communieations i 





ctissi 
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Persia has to-day better communications in the north than in the south and south- 
west. Especially in the south-west the natural, and particularly the agricultural, 
resources of the country are great, and arc eapable of great, if not indefinite expansion, 
Proper communications in the south and south-west would aid this expansion, and 
facilitate the flow of trade to an open market, instead of to a closed one in the north, 
From a Persian paint of view they are therefore desirable, 

The two main causes which have hampered the development in the south are: 
(1) geographical; (2) pol 

‘This remark must not be construed as a statement that nothing has been done in 
thie south, been done, in some eases good work; but notas much ay would 
have licen the case with a Persia imbued with a true insight into her own needs, free 
cuongh and strong enough to provide for those needs, 

As regards (1), the difficulties are sreat, but not insurmountable. ‘The question is 
in reality more closely connected with that of the means which Mr, Rees would use to 

iin his ends, 

As regards (2), it is a notorious fact that Russian induenee has in the past been 
Uown in the seale to prevent the development of Southern Persia, exeept by penetration 
from the north, ‘The general policy hias been to leave the southern portions of Persia 
in a state of receptivity attendant upon the gradual advance southwards of the Russian 
trade frontier. This poliey has to some extent been frustrated by British action 

Mr, Rees is of opinion that Russian development in the north may be regarded 

quanimity once proper communications are established in the south, ‘The 
proposition is true ; but its converse is troer, namely, that proper commuinivations in the 
south will seriously threaten Russian aszendeney in the north, Briefly, then, British and 
Persian interests demand improved communications in the south; Russian interests run 
counter, ‘The fact that the Anglo-Russian Convention exists cannot eifice the logical 
vergence of interest; and Russia has the right to be consulted. It must also be borne 
in mind that of two of the roads mentioned by Mr, Rees one, hat from Kerman to 
Yeu, terminates in the Russian zone; the other, from Isfahan’ to. Kum, is completely 
within it, though this latter is of Course covered by the maintenance of existing, 
concessions, 



























































































































































The above considerations are in ni0 way intended to serve as reasons ugainst aiining 
at neti on the lines suggested by Mr, Rees, but they are facts which must 





We fi 
will 
dir 





it be desired to form a just estimate of the difficulties: such action 
‘The Foreign Office alone ix competent to judge now far, and in whnt 
ction, it may be possible to concilinte or compensate Russian interests, 

‘Two more important points remain to be diseussed :— 



































the 





yportunieness of the present momen! 


for demanding the fulfilment of 
essions or the grant of fresh on 

















y Mr Rees for the achievement of the 























(in previous reports about the present temper in Pers 
sions; they ave regarded with mistrust anil suspicion, Unless 
F round ina totally unoxpected way, or thy Persian publi¢ become 
convineed! that it is useless to undertake any” enterprise on a large seale without foreign 





































































expert advice and assistance, or the autoeracy. he restored, no concessions will be granted 
voltnt ‘To Iuy them would be so difficult as to admit of that contingency being 





despatel to the Foreig 
Rice wrote :— 








Office duted the 20th Janumy, 1007, Sir C, Spring- 






“Tn the mean 











ni 











, L think it well to hear id that the stiveessful proseeution 
Herprises in Persia must depend on the foreizn Companies heing able to eoneiliate 

ment. This is an extremely difficult matter in the present state of public 
ul the difficulty is intensified by the passive, aiid some ©, resistance 
of the Persia Government itself, The experiences of the Russian Legation are even 
nore disagreeable than our own, and the only way in which the Russians have been wble 
{? Posceute their enterprises here is by an oeeasional resort to force, which is facilitated 
Hy their imposing military position on the frontier, or by a lavish expenditure of public 
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money, which I fear would be quite out of the question in a country like ours, where 
such expenditure must be sanctioned, after due inquiry, by the Representatives of the 
nation, _ a 
“Messrs. Lynch, hiowever, may rest essured that the Legation will do all in its 
power to promote their interests, although it is only fair to warn them beforchand 
against attaching undue importance to the efficacy of diplomatic intervention. The 
Persian Government and people appreciate but two arguments—money and force—and 
neither the one nor the other can be employed by this Legation without authority from 












His Majesty’s Governmeut. ‘The German Legation may possibly be able, by arriving 
al an understanding with the Teaders of the Popalar pa jin concessions in 
various parts of Persia, but the German concessionnaires will r turn have to deal 








with the same difficulties as now confront the Ei 
already proved the ruin of the v 


glish and Russian, and which have 
avions Belgian enterprises, with such disastrous financial 














‘Mhis statement lias lost nothing of its force or accuracy since the day it was 
written, AI! present indications tend to sliow that this state of things will last for 
some years to come; the one eventuality in which the Persia of to-day may grant 
concessions is that of her seeking # foreien loan, 

1 now: pass to, an examination of the means which Mr. 
oud, He says: 41 
complete thi 
for the nece 
























wal, and Kerman, 
niividually with some of Mr. Rees’ suguestions it may he observed that 
the difficulties in the way of opening up the Luristan route vii Dizfal and Khorremabad 

ve, on examination, proved to be so great tiiat Mis Majesty's Government have 

















decided to take no further xetion for the present in the matter. Along the Isfahan— 
Kune rond carriages and postal fourgons travel without difficully aud regularly, Its 


continuation is. 0 





practicable for carriages as fur as Shiraz, ‘Thirdly, the 
yoad from Yeu to Kerman is, though not a built road, an unusually gi 
peitectly practicable for vhecled traffic throughout its length, : 
Usamined from a more general point of view, Mr. Rees’ remedy, with all due 
Jespoct to him, must, L think, bo regarded as yo more thaw a palliative for the defect 
shieli he wishes 10 treat and moreover, as o palliative to. which stecess is by no mean: 
assuteil, While we are peddling with road concessions in the south, Russia will be 
tsaeting Her compensation in the north, And that compensation will be railways, 
Railvays are the eure, too, for the south, Mn, Whigham, in his “Persian Problem,” has 
t the case of road y, railyay well, Mule tracks and r \y§, 
methoils of communication in these days, and i€ i uot at all certain thy 
slicer waste of money and time to i the gradual evolution of trade channels by 
the various stages of track, road, a Roads in civilized countries have long sit 
eensed 10 he mai arteries of tratlie, ‘They ean properly be regarded only as feeders. 
If Japana few years ago had been persuaded that she must rise gradually to naval 
power by first building wooden sailing ships, and afterwards ironclads, she would 
certainly not have reached the position whieh she occupies today. Jt is hardly less 
ridiculous to insist that a county must bo covered with a netvork of roads before she 
1s worthy of a railway, It will be remembered that the Government of Tndia was with 
difficulty persuaded to build railvays in Upper Burmah after the last war, the same 
Argument being used that roads must precete railyays, Fortunately, the railway was 
strategically necessary, and was therefore built, and proved so successful from a 
iow that it is difficult to understand the mental attitude of those 
Mr. Whigham further cites the eases of China and Uganda in 
support of iis contention, and adds; Given railways for the main channels of trade, 
vols, as feeders, dily follow, But to insist on the road first is really to 
postpone progress for an indefinite period,” < Ae 
‘Though this statement may perhaps be «din point of detail, its general 
teasoning 1s dithicult to refute; no does the fact that Persin is already provided with 
ronds to 4 cortain extent in any way detract from its foree—if anything, the reverse, 
In Persia, moreover, foreign roads have not been an unqualified success. Carriage 
Youds are a convenience for the rich, but it is very doubtful whether they have given 
imuch impetus to trade; the vast majority of merchandize is mule- and camel-borne, 





isting: 
‘ood one, and 





































































































and the muleteer or cameltcer naturally prefers a track—which after all meets his 
requirements—where he pays nothing, ton carriage road, where he is asked to pay tolls 
and probably charged very high prices for his beasts’ fodder, ‘The Russian’ Resht— 
Tehran road is certainly run at a loss, and the exaction of tolls is a certain bar to the 
conciliation of local sentiment which Sir C. Spring-Rice declares to be so necessary, 
ays cut the Gordian knot. ‘They must he protected by some means or other, 
because repairing damage to them is a costly undertaking, and constant damage is 
ing; besides which the native commercial community, which can usually make 

ward, would quickly realize: the importance of keeping them open. Moreover, 

y of building a road which is eventually to be converted into a railway: is open 
to serious question, If it is to he ballasted and graded so as to carry « railway, why 
not build wrailway at once? Even the roads, ax Mr, Rees points out, would require a 
guarantee, Tfonce the principle of guarantees be admitted, it woull/seem logical ant 

not to confine its application to the half-measure of road construction, hut to 
extend it at once to railways. ‘The tisk of a railway is undoubtedly the greater, but if, 
as appears from Mr. Rees’ Memorandum, that risk is eventually contemplated, why not 
grapple the problem at once? ‘There is, too, another argument in favour of allay, 
and that is their inhicrent political influence, It is wished to have an orderly: Porsiay 
al the present moment the Central Government has the greatest difficulty in asserting 
ni maintaining its authority in the provinees; nothing is better caleulated than railways 
tiem in this task, 

‘The financial problem is, of course, the most difficult of solution. But if Ttussia 
and England agree upon n railway scheme, that scheme is morally eertain (0 x0 through 
sooner or later; nor would there be any disadvantage in any surplus customs revenue 

#6 pledged to those two Powers for sitch a purpose, liven if the railway, itselt did 

for many years, both Great Britain and’ Russia would benefit considerably, 
i indirectly, in the way of trade, especially the former and India, 
A sliseussion of what railways should first. he built is heyond the scope of" this 
Memorandum but from the Persian and British point of view. it is hardly doubttal 
that te line from Mohammerah to Tehran vit the Diz Valley is of primary importance, 
{tis apparently the Tine of least resistance. from the seaboard to the Tranian platen; 
it is the shortest route, it traverses good cowitry, it debouches at what is tor the 
Vorsian Gulf, a good port, and not an pen rondstead lke Bushir, 

In conclusion, it is undoubtedly desirable (0 take advantage of, and consolidate 
ith as Tittle delay as possible, the position created by the Anglo-Russinn Col 


uth-West Persia is the area on which we should first concentrate our 
rea Hei 









































































ion, 








Pers neray, This 
within the neutral gone, all action must be taken after consultation with 
i has a free hand in the north. But assuming: that lis Majesty’s 









nent intend to hold Persia to Nasr-ed-Din Shak's pledge in regard (o rniliva 
‘onstruction, we are in a position to negotiate on equal terins with Russia. ay rourdy 









t 





M portion of any projected trunk line from south to north which fully outsite the 
i Tho road policy has Deon tested, and eannot be said to have proved 

Nery satisfactory. It ought, therefore, to he taken into, serious consideration whether 

THe tine has not now eome to discard that policy and substitute for ita railway’ poliey, 


(Signed) PERCY L, LORAINE, 














Gulakek, June 16, 1908, 
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Gulahek, June 17, 1908. 
no on the subject of the 
erewith copy of a note 

nt, inclosing telegraphic reports 

ish frontier officials in encouraging 
of violence, 

Thave, &e, 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 131 of the 21st ul 
Tureo-Persian frontier, I liave the honour to transmit to you 
which T haye received: for vert 
from Urumia in regard to the action of the ‘Tur! 
the Kurds and other rebellious tribes to acts 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 61. (23134) No. 62. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling. Mr. Marling to 8 





ward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 
May 31, 1908. 
the last few days, 
ian territory, which they now 
ous tribes and Kurds. Notwith- 
Porte to the Persian chshasedons ay 
i vould courage the rebellious Kurds a few 
Constantinople to the Would not encourage the Curly 
days ngo the ‘Pusiish intrulors incited them te acts of violence. Again, they ate 
‘ecuting public works on territory incontestably Pe uch as the construction of 
a tolograph line i customshouse and outposts at othier places. 
A copy of the reports respecting the above facts is herewith inclosed, I request 
you to} 10 the notice of your Government, vil a 
tt th 3 instructed to assist the Persian 
he British Ambassudor at Constantinop tracted : 
hae (GUIs pneouihe eUeeatbves aanNlce uniatiate ry nicanarea On {No parE 
of the 'urkish frontier aiithoritien 









DING to » 
| frontier off 
occupy, are continually 
standing the 1 






rated reports 
Is, who have intrud 





Tehran, June 17, 1908. 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram No. 169 of the 
10th instant on the subject of Messrs, Lynch's shed at: Shellilich, This case has heen 
‘cally taken up by the Legation in the last few months, and venture to furnish 

a brief summary of the events which have led up (o' the present position of | 





























On the 25rd November, 1907, the Persian Government addressed a note 
‘ich from negotiating with Sheikh Murter 
er bank on whieh the; 


requesting 
for the lease of n 
wished to erect their shed ; {0 inform 
them that the land was the property of Mouin-ut-Tujjar ; and to eause any: arrangement 
aide to be submitted to the Persian Government for their approval, Mr Mallecon, the 
Teliran representative of the Persian ‘Transport. Company, whom L consulted, was under 
the impression that the shed had already been erected; this subsequently proved to he 
erroneous, | He was also in possession of signed declaration to the elfeet that the land 
i n was the rightful property of the lessor, and other documentary: evidence had 
convinced both him and the agents at Alwar that such yas indeed teense, It hed 
also come to Mr. Malleson’s knowledge that Mouin-ut-'ajjar hnd_ made an offer to the 
Ciushter Seyyids for the purchase of the land in question, Basing my ailude upon 
Mag Stounds, L accordingly addressed on the 28th December, 1907, n reply to. the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs stating that 1 was unable to comply with the requests of 
the Persian Government, and asking them to sec tha’ Messrs, Lynch were nol molested, 
fi the right to conclude a lease with the owners of the land was fully secured to ther 
Y aicle 4 of the Commercial Treaty of ‘Turkmaichai nor did T seo any necessity foe 
submitting sueh lease for the approval of the Persian Government, 
On the 3rd February 1 4 despateh from Hix Majesty's Consul at 
anmmerah y hich had been drafted, Mr, MeDounll 
n from the Karguzar to the effect that 
mn the Persian Foreign Office to forbid the negotintions 
Messrs, Lynch and Sheikh Murteza, nnd that the latter’s tile to the lund. wae 
doubttl, ‘The Karguzar had written in ‘a similar strain to. Sheikh 
Mr MeDouall forvarited copy of his lengthy reply detailing the history of ownership, 
mokesting that such eases were not in the competence of the Foreign Oflice, but were 
feta te, the religious Courts, and his readiness to rebut any eounter-claim aceondsn 
(atte, Matiommedan law, 1 thereupon on the 8th February. requested the Pewics 
Sveyument to cancel heir instructions to the Karguzar, and telegraphed te 
Mv MeDouall that we would support Messrs, Lynch, and that he should telograph 
they were interfered with 
At this stage it transpired that the elied had not been built, and, at my insta 
Mrs Malleson telegraphed to his principals. univ. the importance of invmedtate ra 
‘ond of issuing instructions to the Ahwaz Agency, 
On the Ist March L received a reply to my note of the 28th Di 
da strong Wi 








































Inclosure 2 in No. 61. 











Telegraphic Reports fiom Multashem-es-Sultanch to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 







@) [Undated] 


a moment from doing some misel 





















NICE Wurkish intruders do not cea 
Havana denn OAMWATAGtAte cua of Zee with son five to the vil 
the Take, where he is obtaining the alle fo ubabitants, “Som 
alreuly aecoptid his propms, ‘Me abject the turks is frst to gut off 
Soujboulak ; secondly, to ta sion of Shaitanabad and the vill 
neighhoniliond; thindly, fo reoveupy the istviets of Dasht ond. . 
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suds for four 
Yesterday 
Aghia 
district of 
i jxistiction, is now pceus ied by: ther 
oulak ave entirly Dlocked. ‘The 
town, “Nhe village ani 
n killed and t 
taken prisoners, and it is s1 
haye done 


Shi 
wore constantly 1 
Hosfogovs basin 

nt we 





ial was _besi ‘) 
iiforeed by the 
het GOO men, the 
1 to sumnider, ‘The 
to bring under th 
utdvz, ant Shiaj 
af Karganrud have powved 
rut down, ‘Thirty: 9) 
even women have b 























and tlie roads betwee, 
Tyhabitants of the villas 
pve ee mesque Iwe 
Hodies thyowa into the viver 
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mber. ‘Phe note 













| tht it was not the business of the Legation to. interfere tn 
Hit alot TO people way missing. Chaveno information ae to what the disputed ownership, and reverted to the necessity: for submiiting artungevionte 
(i Mi village of Shaitanabad and other villages Eawvill reportatterwards to the Persian Gov i 





nment in order to avoid 
that it was the Legation’s duty to 


suhject wished to lease, 
sent to the Kargui 
On the atl Mis Majesty's Viee-Consul’ telegraphed trom Ahwaz that 


Messrs. Lynel’s agent had heen authorized from London lo-yteeced wath the slied, and 
that the details of the lease had been finally adjusted, 


On the 27th April Cupta nier Celegraphed that Moutn 









iculties. I replied on the 30th March 
vestigate the title of a lessor to land which a British, 
» and renewed my: request for the cancellation of the instructions 
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[Undates,) 
anding the assurances given by the Porte. ‘The 
VeRO RTA mabad. .... Ifyou 

which stands onthe 
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Siswhat/has been witnessed at Sh 
ne Of the villag 





[have voevived y 
vosult of these assur 
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Shushter 
ESCO nS OWN DTRIN Aes ast i gent had used force to prevent the cement of building operations, Lat once 
UNIVE bless instructed Captain L to pre EN ae 

Fei TiNaTaR ee URES dust. "They ave also sent: forty 






Aid on the ground of their Treaty privileges, On the following 
to the Persian Government protesting against the illegal action of 
feck on agltesting the dispatch of instructions to the competent authorities lo pat & 

T have as ved no reply to this communication, 
hie correspondence it transpired that several violent telegrams 
Sultaueh denying the validity of Sheikh Mutteza's elain 


vine in forve to the district of S 
‘hey are building in the vill 
G 





of Ashiki sa that the 
Uruinia for the purpose of collecting’ eattle tay 
Kallio, about G miles trom Manga 
in evel village in the Sulduz district, wh 
Stopped the wator of Rouzihchat, which ¢ 


ty the vill 





ge of 
rrisons have been posted 
ispated zone, ‘They have 
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that that individual was to be threatened and suppressed, and that Mo 
the rightful owner, 

Meanwhile I approved a suggestion made hy Captain Lorimer that Messrs. Lynch 
should be advised to carry on the work unless forcibly prevented. ‘They did so; but on 
the 18th May | was informed that the building had been stopped as the Shushter 
Mustaufi_had, under orders from Nizam-es-Saltanch, threatened the workmen, The 
Sheikh of Mohammerah was unwilling to interfere as Shushter was not. technically 
within. his jurisdiction, and for various reasons he was most reluctant to embroil himself 
swith cither party, Various representations made by Mr, Churchill on my instructions to 
the Ministries of the Interior and of Foreign Affairs were unproductive of result. On 
the 14th May I deputed Mr, Churchill to be present at a meeting held between the 
Ministers of the Interior and Commerce, the Mouin’s agent and several others, to 
examine the ease of ownership in dispute. Mr. Churchill only held a watching brief, 
and reported that various documents, covered with seals, purporting to be the Mouin-ut- 
‘ujjar’s tile-deeds were produced, As was to be expected Nizam-es-Saltaneh 
pronounced himself satisfied with the soundness of the Mouin’s claim, Without a 
close examination of these papers it is of course impossible to pronounce upon their 

yor validity, 

Sinco Uist date, thanks to the kaleidoscopic changes in the Cabinet and th 
internal crisis whieh has brought Government and administration to a standstill, it hi 

le to pursue the matter further, but I shall not fail to employ the first 
opportunity that ocems for pressing Messrs. 1 se. It is to be hoped that 
the departure of Nizam-es-Saltaneh, who throuzhout displayed an unwarrantable and 
objectionable partiality for Movineut-Puj 
will which, in consequence of the nebulous nature of all land-ownership in Persia, 
anil the clusive practiges of the Malommedan tay, it 1s far from easy to deal, 
Messrs, Lynch may rest assured that every effort will be made to secure a satis- 
fnetory settlement of the question with as little delay as is possible in the 
circumstances, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





[23135] No. 63. 
Mr, Marling to Siv Edieard Grey.—(Received July 6.) 


Gulahek, June 18, 

MR. CHURCHILL called, by my instructions, on the Minister for Pore 
and, alter informing his Highness of the eontents of Mr, Wratislaw’s telegram No. 36 of 
{he 11th dune, inquired what action the Persian Government intends to tak w of 
the disquicting news of the aetivity of the Kurds in the neighbourhood of Urmin, Ala- 

ultanch proved rather uncommunicative, bit Mr. Churchill detected a very decided 

on his past to adileess the Governments of the to mediating Powers for their 

T myself lind also had a similar impression at a short conversation on the 

stl that Persin should send a special Commission to Constantinople to decide the 

bass on whieh the local Proutier Commission should negotiate; but, as his Highness had 

only just restimed office, 1 tought it probable that he did not’ wish to express any 
decided opinion till he had posted himself thoroughly on the subject. 

‘Nhe Russian Minister, to whom T mentioned this impression, said that lie too had 
voticed something of the same kind, and he agreed with me that there was a danger 
that. unless some effective steps were taken at Constantinople to assist Persia to a just 
settlement of the question, the Persian Government might turn elsewhere for help. T 
taney also that the Russian Minister felt as T did, that the very different attitudes whieh 
the two Legations have observed in the present internal crisis might produce the 
undesirable helio? that the enfente between Great Britain and Russia as regards Persian 
affuits is in reality hollow, and that energotie joint action in defence of Persia’s interests 
‘vould he valuable to counteract such an impression and to induce Persia to look to the 
{io Powers as hier protectors. 

When I subsequently saw Ala-es-Sultaueh on the 16th instant, E asked him what 
evs he had received from Urmie, His Highness read me two long telegrams fro 
Mohtashem-cs-Sultaneh deseribing the difficulty of his position owing to the aggressive 
tone of the Turkish authorities, and reproaching the Government with siving him so 
Tittle support, In the present distineted e mditi Alaces 


Sultaneh, “we can of course do nothing. Do you think your Government will be 
willing to assistus?” I said that the position had seemed so serious that the Russian 
Minister and T had already urged that energetic steps should be taken at Constantinople, 
ut T thought that an appeal from the Persian Government itself would add great 
weight to our argument. His Highness asked whether he should address the British 
and Rossian Legations in Tehran, or instruct the Persian Represeutatives in. Tiondon. 
and St, Petersburgh to make a communication, I said it was a thatter of liile moment, 
and [left his Highness in the belief that he would take action almost immiediatel 
Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


~ 
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Mr. Marling 40 Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 6,) 


(No. 161, Very Confidential.) 


Gulakek, June 18, 1908, 
DESPITE the fact that Persia has been practically without Ministers, the 
eral condition of the country has not been materially worse. ‘The energy 

displayed by Zil-es-Sultan has reduced Shiraz to order, and that town and. the 

Provinee of Fars, generally appear to be perfectly tranquil, In Kermanshah, on the 

contrary, general lawlessness prevails, and in Sultanabad and the surrounding districts 

the earpet-wenvers employed by Messrs, Ziegler are displaying a disquieting. disposition 
to evade their contracts, and Bahram Mirza, the Governor, seems quite powerless to give 

Messrs, ' Kerman, too, so 1 am informed by the 

raph Department, was recently for a 
y the seene of party fight Consul has not made any report on 
the subject I presume that nothing serious has occurred, 

‘The presence of the “astis” in the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department's office 
at Yea for something like three weeks has given me considetable anxiety, for. the 
fanatical erowd cau work itself to: such a piteh of frenzy that, as actually occurred at 
Yeu, two or three persons committed suicide, and a catastrophe might liye oventred at 
any moment, | It was, moreover, dificult. for ‘the Persian Goverument to give way, for 
the peasants were agitating for tho abolition of a tax which has beon rexularly paid for 
the Inst eighty years—a wholly unjustifiable demand, 

‘the Beliasuver incident on the Russian frontier, whieh caused so much excitement 
anil apprehension, was finally settled about the 16th instant, on which day the Minister 
or Foreign Affairs informed me that he hn received a telegram {rom the Governor of 
1 porting that the last of the Russian demands, ie, for the surrender of the 
ten implicated in the Killing of Captain Drooglisot has been fulfilled, nnd in the 
interest which the struggle in progress at ‘'ehiran has aroused, the episode seems to be 
for the moment eclipsed. I understand, hiovever, that the Persian Government. arg 

r3 m against Russia for the damage done by thy Cossacks in the 
ity of Beliasuver, 

Although: the Shah, by closing the ‘Tehran telegraph offices, las done his best to 
Hoven news of what is going on here from getting abroad, Ne has only. partially 
succeeded, and events at the capital are being closely watched from the provinces, 
xood deal of exeitement has been aroused, and telegrams have heen received from most 

he larger tows promising armed support to the popular purty. It is, however, very 

ut to say exactly what value must be attached to these messages, oF how far they 

‘ohne baltic opinion. Ror my own part, Tdoabt much whether more than fox towns, 

fo Resht, Kazsin, Tabreez, and Isfahan, would really. senda contingent, unless indeed 

tle Sah committed the extreme folly of actually attacking the Medjiss itself, and its 
probable that many of the telegrams that have so greatly impressed the Shahi have heen 
lipatched by hairbrained * patriots" calling themselves the veal Anjumen, do not 
tnean to imply that there js no danger to the Shah in this; it is a question of proportion, 
for if those who elamour for the Shah's deposition are few in number, those who would 

{pluntarily lft a finger to save him are fewer still, ‘The mass of the’ population are, T 

think, really indifferent, and only desire.to see a Government formed that would allord 

“onable seeurity, but if they should be persuaded that under the present Sliah such 


Government were impossible they might easily. be roused to join in the outery. for hi 


removal. In the capital, however, it is different, ‘There is in ‘Telitan mw eonsdorable 
umber of men who expect they know not what benefits from the Constitution, aul who 
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are firmly convinced that under Mohammed Ali their hopes can never be realized. 
‘These men, ignorant as they are, arc sincere enough, and among them are found the 
Tenders of the more important Anjumens. And it is the Anjumens who dominate the 
situation ; the larger are lionest enough, but yery many of the smaller ones have been 
formed simply to forward their own private interests, Unfortunately, all the Anjumens 
suffer from the viee of meddlesomeness, and as their interference is usually accompanied 
by threats—awhich, it is true, a little c ims to disregard — 
Government has become practically impossible, But Persian Min Teast those 
who have been in office in the lust eight months, have, to their country’s misfortone, 
lacked even the small dose of courage necessary, with the result that the arrogance of 
the Anjuniens has been encouraged to such a point that they have practically usurped 
the representative character of the Medjliss, In fact, Persia. was fast drifting into a 
state of Government by the semi-seeret and wholly itresponsible political Societies of 
‘Tehran, Iti not that the influence of the Anjumens is wholly bad ; on the contrary, 
they have licen, and still are, the one support of the Parliament against the reactionaries, 
but having realized their power they have too often abused it; sometimes, but not often 
in important matters, wittingly, but most frequently out of sheer ignorance, But the 
Anjumens ar ity as timid as the Ministers and Assembly whom they overawe, 
7 seem to show that resolute action woulll soon bring them to 
ble that a man of so weak and acter as the 
Shah should have maintained the externally uncompromising attitude which he has 
shown throughout the if less he had been assisted by Russian adviee and 
Supports I must admit that except that M, de Hartwig has mentioned once or twice 
Unt the Shih his asked him to send some one to the Palace, L have no fact to adduce in 
support of my Velio? that the Shahis Russian friends are behind these mani 
of energy, but to my mind it is morally certain that for the last fort 
Nas peed himself entirely: in Russian hands, At the moment of writing it appears 
certain hat the Shah vill emerge triumphant from the present struggle, but it must 
Ye Hone in mind that his probable success is in the first place due to the universal beliot 
that Russia, or, perhaps, even Russia amd Great Britain, are engaged to maintain 
Mohummed \li Shali on the Qnone. M, de Hartwig his unquestionably traded, or, f 
‘ight linost sy, gambled, on this belief for Lau convinced. that should. he at. soy 
Imomient bo obliged to admit that his Government vill not interfere by force of arms 
on the Shaw's Dehalf, the Shah's position, wuless His Majesty has in the meantime 
ii to conciliate public opinion towards himself, will be exteedingly precarious, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLIN 
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Me, Marling to Six Bil-rayih Givey.— (Received July (,) 
(No. 103 
Sir, Tehran, June 19, 10S. 

WITH soference to jy despateh No. 130 af the 2ist ulting, F live the Honour to 
Wpoit Hh Ht consejuones of the varions Cabinet rises which have taken place of late, 
ie Hoporial Bank of Per 1 iC inpossible for some. tine to make any progress 
wile thie ne ition of the revenues of the Bushire Custom-honse 
finales ab K tley Have hitherto been peri to eneasli for the 
servile of thet alvanices ty the Persian (ayetnent, 

‘Voss is tiidoulitedly also some opposition on the part of the Minister of Finance, 
Who Tours that i the atrangenwut is one carried into effect and the Kermanshak 
Foveaies tre consajuently patd into the Russian Bank, he anay look on dhe whole of tose 
Teyntiues ds font to thy Porsian Government 

he Ww Gavernme last ten days approached the 
Tinporial Baask of Borsin for a HOOK), 0 be repaid liy twelve 
CHa monthly: Tnstalivouts, Trou tlhe estonis, aud, at any <tuggestion, Mrs Hawk 
thathing Hono of the conditions of the ailvaiee that the Fitanes Department shall give 
ai wmuiertiking that the Hushite reventos shall be paid into the bank for the service of 
all Isalvaners Sunied-Dossleh is app tu this condition. 


(Sigued) CHARLES ML MARLING 
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(23138) No, 66, 


ase *. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 
io. 163 


Sir, 


Gulahek, June 19, 1908, 


THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the uswal monthly summary of events, in 


Persia for the last four weeks, 
Thave, &e. 
(For the Chargé d’Affaires) 
(Signed) ERNEST FP. GYR, 
SSS 


Inclosure in No. 66, 
Montlily Sunmary.—No. 6, 


Tehran, 


THE events whieh have oceurted in Tehran during the past four weeks aro fully 
described in Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 146 of the Tbth dune, ‘The following: ts 
account of the principal inci 


June 2.—Demonst 
ir Behan apchal. 
vzteos to expulsion of six conrtiors, ineluding the above, 
r Behadur takes refuge at Russian Legation 
British and. Russ sitives call togetier on Mushited-Dowloh and 
e gravity of situation 
s Valco for Bagh Shah, accompinied by Colonel Liakhof and 
Much excitement in Tehran, ‘Polegraph Company's lines are ent 
Ann Behiadur goes to Bagh Shah secretly, 
Behadur leaves Russian Legation definitely 1 Shall, 
sd-Dowlehi, ar Mansur. 
1b) 
issues Pinclanution, ‘Town quiet 
rs exiled to Mazandera 
Ruins pour in from provinees promising support to popular sie, 
June U1.—Anjunnens collect in great nuuubers at Mostar Ue 
fine 12—Shia sents ationatun to Anjumens, who are advised! by the: Assembly 
headers to comply, and they da so. ‘ 
Fun VG. — Assembly “draw up strongly-worded mani 


expulsion of cour 


a rst and present it to the 
Shah 


Aine 17.—olograms received by Legation from provinces, 


allo New Cabinet, presesited to Que Hose on the 71H, suey ds composed ak 
Minister of Interior and President Sisltaneh (347), 
vil-Dowlch (176). 
-es-Sultanich (21). 
Mohtashen-es-Sultanch (271), 
Mustanficul) k 
Mush ch (345), 
Commorer and Pablie Works Motamin-ilMulk (367) 
On tlie arrest of Serdar Mansur (K.CAML » who was Admini 
fhe, Shale ae ge Pest aul Telgraphs, the elognaph Adiuinisteatton wos eonforved, by 
he Stiaki’s onder, upon Muklilwr-ed-Dowleli (312), Serdar Munsuy, at shoala’ be 
euietubired,. was clographs on behalf of Sipahdar (N ulianeh, 
1 in command of troops, Mukhber-od-Dowloh is said 16 
the Shalt about 30,000 tomans for the post, 


Aelstod-Dowlel, Miced-Dowloh, and’ Serdar Mansne, ane uow detained ay Savac 
Rul, about 100 tuiles vast of bees seco tagea eau Ree 
M. Raymond Le 
Herr Peliran, 


() 
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Mr. A. 0, Wood has been appointed Chief Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia 
to succeed Mr, J. Rabino. 

Passek, ex-Russian Consul-General at Bushire, is reported to have been 
appointed R % under anew arrangement by which the 
Legato ons al will be entirely separate. 

The Tehran press is displaying a tone of considerable dejection in consequen 
the Shah's determined act ch is supposed by the general public to ha 
support of both the Russian and British Legations, ‘The Shah's unpopularit 
greatly increased, 1s it is thought that his object is to overthrow the “ Constitution.” 

(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Seerctary, 
Tabreez. 


Petersburgh, has heen appointed to act for Mt, Teberkassov 
Colonel Dimanski, a Stalt Officer from ‘Tillis, formerly 
has hoon appointed “Secretary” to the Ri 
Consulate at U if Consul and Colonel 1 
the 27th Mayon a journey along the frontier hy order of the Russian Govermnsnt 
Rumours of distur t Tehran cansed some excitement at Tabree2, abo 
the Mi June, and the Governor-Cioneral askeL His Majesty's View Consnl for autlent 
ows. Phe towns remained quie 


Rest 


» reports that in a conversation he had with M. Wolff, Russi 
t Astrabad, and M, Minorsky of the Russian Legation; these 
sod gatisaction at a report they. said they ved that our Consul 
cera at Tubrew, had been reduced to a V ‘hey hoped the Con 
General at Moshe would he sinilarly reduced, 


Meshed: 


Afghan Goyernor of Chel 


as boon appointed Chief of the Central 


Hussiin Prine Dabija from Tnfaban is appoint 


Gent 
3. ho Shah's hirthilay was, enorally: spe 
1, Medo Giers wrote about the 27th Mi 

effect that if order were not sp 

Would make their own a 


Zr 
Hin Daragex the Russian Govern 


Turliat-i-Hayleri. 


J}, Captain Watson, LANES, arrived on the rd May from 
2 Five urkish deserters from Yoon arived early in May from Quetta 
Of fifteen Havaras, most of whom have-served in the Indian a 
passed throug on their way to sottle in or nour Meshil. ‘Pwo similar parties h 
passed Uhnouzh in the last tivo months, 
. Kary report he hewinning of May that for some weeks no caravans hil 
froiu Herat to Moshe. 
» Heit May four Russian Cossioks arrived from Seistan on their way to 
Karez é 
Adkei-Dowleh, the new rived on the ISth May. 
that Licutenant-Colonel Baron von di 
in Soistan, He was “officer for special 
and was deta 


Isfahan, 


» On the 17th May representatives of various pol 
wieeting place of the local Assembly in order to ob ortus in the oleetion of 
Holly, seenrity of the highways, pinishuent of those who spoke against the Constitution, 
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0 villagers from Rehnan, near Tsfalan, took refuge in the 
i Consulate, complaining of excessive tasation. Aghn Nojefi pursuaded them to 
the Consulate, but encouraged them to refuse to pay as long as the Governor 

threatened to send artillery to their village: 

4. The Isfahan post was robbed near Tarq on the 19th May, 400 sheep were 
carried off on the Ist Jnne from near Kumeshah, 


Yezd, 


On the 22nd May the villagers (referred to in paragraph 3 of last month's 
siummary) returned to the telexraph office demanding sanctuary. On the 20th May tivo 
iad thrown petroleum over aud set themselves on i il tree had shrown 
one being killed, \ telegram from the Finance Minister 
jected, On the 24th May, no reply liaving. 
from the Assembly, the crowd broke into the telegraph offic, On the 20th M 
lent of the Assembly telegraphed to the whole of the priests at Yor 
phraiding then for allowing aii appeal to foreigners, and instructing then to. got the 
cru away from the office, ‘The erowd, howover, renained. On thy 20th May sone 
bit the leaders aud the anaju ined. On the 80th May inore 
lagers canie i jits were pitched. June a section oft 
avid wished to a \ © Imperial Bank of Persia, whom they vet in 
Dat were dissuaded, A messsize from His Majesty's: Chang 
isters were ved! in silence, the erowid 
ge from the Chay 
ssenibly Tiad decided not to collect the tay ealmied tlic crows. On 
the th Hine the exowd was only with dificulty persuaded by its leaders 10 allow 
office to be opened, and the Parsves were compelled to: join the 
ontinued unabated. ‘The Governor was powerless, but wislied 10 seize 
of the axsitators who had elused the shops which Inv had ordered to, bo pencil 
Hhesr men were in the telegraph office Mr, Bickiwan persuaded him not to snake the 
Tho Tnperial Bank remained closed, as its 
On the 10H Fine telegrams from the Pi 
stor wer received ordering the collection of layos 
vill of a Commission of hignity, ‘The leader of tho 
VMiaiwes, ‘Tho next day the crowd diminished, 
some the autlientiett he telograns received, some 
1. On the ih shine the leader still remained in the office though all the 
crowwdl Hind lefts 


Seistan, 


Major Kennion left Seistan on the dth May for Birjand, 


Shiraz, 


1 has conferred at ruhe of honour on Sowlet-ed-Dowleh, the 
Chief of the Kashgai. 
\ umber of towers, built during the late disturbances, have been desteas 
aul strict orders issued for the arrest of an ing a rille, 
hah's Dirthlay His y 
al, who assured him of his intention to pay spe 1 tn British olaiins. 
He has not, however, so far acted in accordan SSHIRINICe, 

0 ay the two sons of the late Kavanienl-Mulk left Shi ‘ope 
cia Bushire eTeaders of mughs elonging to the Kavami fection 
werw executed for comp of some priests on the occasion of thi lite 

sun's funeral, 








5G 
Tnelosure 1 in No, 69, 


M, Névatow to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(Confidenticlle.) 
M. le Chargé dA faires, Saint-Pétershourg, le V7 Juin, 1908, 
PARTAN' pour Peterhof, Mf. le Ministre m’a é de vous faire connaitre le 
contenu Wun télé nous venons de recevoir de M. de Hartwig. Tl paratt 
nniédiatement aprds avoir appris que Te Schah avait fait poser des piquets aus 
euyirons de la Angleterre, notre Ministre s'est joint anx protestations de 
Mr, Marling, et quil a fait en outre parvenir au Schah Te conseil de. rappeler ces 
piquets, demiers ont été enlevés de suite, & exception dum seul, qui fait 
He auprts de la Légation, ainsi que est Pusage 2 'Téhéran pour toutes les 
Légations étrangin 
M, de Hartwig ajoute que le Chargé WAffaires d'Angleterre s'est déclaré 
complétement satisfait de co résultat, 
Veuillez, Ge. 
ng) A, NERATOW. 
Tuclosur in No, 69, 
Aide-ménoire by Mr. O'Beirne. 


IIS Majesty's Changé d’Attaires at ‘Te phed on the 15th 28th) June 
that two parties of Cossicks of fourteen men ¢ watrolling the road round His 
Majesty's Legation that morning, and that about ton policemen were posted to watch 
the gates. Latter on the same day Mr, Marling reported that the situation. was 
He intolerable, Neither the Russian Minister nor the Russian Governor 
Hof Cehran believed in the: good faith of His Ma Teg 
unior- General, by surrounding the I humiliated 
Majesty's | tive in the eyes o i 
ral alarm of 
pparent reaction in favour 
i lu nion, to sheer terror, for no faith could he 
placed in the Shah's de Ml amnesty. Tt had therefore heen, 
inpossible to absolut and equally impossible to 
fore th Woing, arrested by thet Cossa 
ofuised admittance 
ule the clock-keeper of His Majesty’ 


of the: (29th) June no Cossacks were visible near the 
fon, but ight armed gendarmes wore patrolling in the neighbourhood, and by 


10 v.31 thei niuber Tia ix Cossieks had reappeared. “Anotlier 
i Horning was arrested. By the afternoon the 
ation was % pr I cil” by Cossacks, some of whom even climbed into 
{he sturowiding trees to observe what the garde; 
reports also on the Toth (2s ie that 
jon with M, de Hartw The latte 

Hers of Mis Majesty’s Lexation th their avowed 
poltey s that the ghe © bast in the Legation; 
that Whe Milit i politi that Mr, Churel 
Oriental Secretiny, had invited a Deputy by letter to take 1 th 
Kuli Khan, the Assistant Oxiental le speeches in the Enjuuic 
Mr. Matting assured M. do Hartwig that these stories. ay ‘The latter then 
pressid Mig Mating {9 yp 
Who, hie said, hind ww) tio ae 
Kid never heen inenaced, 
rallyinespolut for thie 
took refuge: the tl 
that he could ae 
Government 

He conversation: then turned on the subject of (he troops posted round. the 
Fouation, and Mp, Martinis pointed: out thint such a measure, taken by. the onlers of 
fhe Dussinn Colonel, would produce & much worse imnpression as to Cie reality of the 


conviction that the 


i t their terror was genuis 
fume them out forcibly without instnictions from His Majest 


57 


Anglo-Russian Acconl in Persia than would the presence of a few bastis at His 
Majesty tion. This the Russian Minister denied, and he even appeared inclined 
to justify the measure. 
Ox the 1Gth (20th) June Mr. Marling sent the Oriental Sceretary of the Legation 
to call the serious attention of the Shah to the situation, Te stated that the action of 
Legation in the question of bast had been purely lmmanitarian, and was glue 
to no political motives whatever, and, acting on instructions; he stated that Tis 
Majesty's Government: strongly resented the Shah’s action, and would at once take 
steps to exnet reparation for thie indignity offered nnless the troops wore immediately 
withdrawn, Mr. Marling repeated the same Ianguage to the Private Secretary of the 
or of Foreign Affairs, who came to see him. ‘The Shah would give no'def 
promise that the troops would be withdrawn, and the reply of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs was equally unsatisfactory, and contained no apology. 
On the 16th (20th) June Mr. Marling yeported that. the Cossack patrols were so 
snged and stationed as to exercise a constant and effective watch over the 
hile police were stationed under the walls to give notice of any one leavines 


Inclosure 8 in No, 69, 
Aide-mémoire hy Mr. O'Beirne. 


rapports télégraphiques regus de Mx, Marling ont cause plus profond sonet 
ment de Sa Majesté, Les alfronts réitérés infligés la Legation dAngle- 
Colonel Russe commandant In Brigade Cosnque tendent A produire une 
situation intolérable. Pendant cing jours Ia Légation a été, pour ainsi dive, invest 
Jar des troupes sous le commandemént Woficiors Russos, Des sujots Britanniqu 
des domestiques de Ia Légation en uniforme, un sowar et un gholam, tous deux en 
uniforme et chargés de valises diplomatiques, ont été foreés de s'arrdter 1 qui 
a Ligation, Des personnes parfaitement innocentes ont. été faites p 
nidres A quelques pas de la Légation, En résumé, In Brigade Cosnque a mont 
un manque absoln de respect pour la Légation d’Anglete 
Les agi ents du Commandant Russe ajoutent i In frayeur générale 
i ent le peuple encore davantage & chercher refuge ¢ 
ment de-Sa Majesté a ditfculté i evoire que cet officier 
les instructions envoyées an Ministre de Russie, Bn tout eas, une 
cust se présontera si des mestires ne sont pis prises pour nefiehd: 
immédintement ces agisseinents i Pégard de la Légation Bi 
y désiro renouveler les assurances qutl données i 
Ministre des Affaires Hirangéres que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté pondant 
toute la eri formement résolu A ne pas intervenir, et A ne recherchor 
ype Ini vantal Pemploi qui it de In coutume 
Porsaie di ” . IL est eonvainen que cette politique 
2 6t6 shivie avec tne pa g6 WAMfaines d’Angleterte ainsi que 
Je porsomiel de ia Légation. N dispensable, afin de donner 
Mt aux relations amicales ¢ Jouvemements que les Agents 
de F tide amivale et hien dispose envers la 





No. 70, 
Mr, O'Beiene to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 2, 1908, 
nitimuation of muy despatch No, 300 of the 30th ultimo, [have the Honour to 
that had a satisfactory interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday 
ling affairs at Tera 
cllency er and handed to me an vide-mémoire, copy of whiclt 
inclosed herowith, Stating that if the proceodings of the Persian Cossack Brigade, of 
which the British Legation comp! n by order of the Russian Colonel, this 
occurred independently of the Imperial Government aud the Russian Legation, "The 
(1599) Q 
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wide-mémoire further states that immediately upon my asking for the co-operation of 

the Tinperial Government in the matter instructions were telegraphed to the Russian 

Minister to give the est support to Mr, Marling’s representations. ‘The Rnssian 

nks yon for your assurarices in regard to the policy 

's Government inthe Persian crisis, and do not for an iustant 

Ayents in Persia cary out this policy with perfect loyalty. 

For their part, the Russian Government declare that they remain faithful to the entente 

between the two Governments respecting Persia, and to the non-intervention in Persia's 
internal affairs, Renewed inst 


the present incident will in no 
way afiect the joint action of Russia and G itain in Persia, 
T thinked'his Excellency for this communication, which, T said, would, T was sure, 
1 zvvat gratification hy His Majesty's Government. tu the course of our 
1 lis Excellency: somoyrhiat amupl e s ed in the aide. 
Me said that the instructions sent to M. de H ost stringent 
ature, and that they: po the question of bast at 
I Lewation (on whieh he had laid so much stress) was alter all of secondary 
M. Isvolsky- explained that the aide-mémoire referred to it as imeertain 
wheter Colonel Liakholt had given the orders complained of, L 
sliding instructions from the Russian Goverument prechided hin from conmanding, 
the Consick Brigule when taking military action, and therefore it seemed. doubtful 
wheter thi Colonel was responsible for what’ had occurred. T toll lim that 
Mi, Marling’ reports were quite positive on the point. M. Isvolsky laid! great. stress 
ir the fact that Colonel Liakholf was an offiger in the Persian so ied could not be 
controlled by M. de Hartwig, aand that whatever lie hid done was not done by M. le 
Minhig's orlens Pexpressed my conviction that M, de Hartwig, had he wished, vould 
Iuive stopped the Colonel's procecdingss at the outset. 
M, bwolsky explained duit his chief present a 
ironely strained between the two Lewgati he did not clearly see 
how to make them really friendly, | nistructions which he fiad sent to M, de 
Hartvigg hes hoped to ha dething towards that env 
Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH ORERNE 


Inclosure in No. 70. 
Alide- Mémoire communientedt by M. Isvalsky to Mr, O'Beirne, 


EN réponse fi Paide-mbmoir des PAmbassade d’Anglotorre en date da 17 (30) duin 
Courant, le Ministre Linporial des: Affais ores se Tait un devoir Wassurer le 
Hho aunigiio que si les iesires do la Brigade de Cosaques dont 
Ji Leati Frew ise plaindre, ont 6t6 prises par ord 
nilant do la dite brigade, cela a ote fait i mmuuent soit du 
nienent Impérial, soit dé a Teégation de Rnssie i Mhéran, —Aussitot que 
Mr. O'Beigno ent demande uiotte concours dans cette bre Th 
Aires: Binang 
Vordre d'appuy tnamire Ja pins dnersique, la demande da Chi 
Britann Vobtenir Je retrait des troupes Porsaues des environs de la 
i Un téégramme de M. dle Hartwig daté du 16 sIuin nous 


1 ininudliatenont eonformé onde, que Tes piquets Persans ont 


: 1 tout Tiew do eroire que le Chars! ds Britannique est sitisfait 
le ce 6 
Le Ministre Tuperi = remwrcie Sir Edward Grey 

ssiiranees quid vent bien hi donner eoncernant It politique suivie par le Gonve 

ut Brittnnique par rapport’ Ja rise actuelle en Perse, et ue dorte pas nn instant 
‘To Ta parfaite loyanté aver laquelle cette pol t appliquée: par les 2 
vn Perse de son edté, le Cabinet Impérial déelare qu'il teste: iuvariabl 
Vonitenty établio entre les dens Convey ipe 
di on-ntervention les affaires intérieures Porsanes, Soncieux. «éviter tont 
Mralentendu local, il vient de contirmer encore une fois au Ministre de Ru 
Teheran tes instrnetions enjuigmant aus Agents Hiisses oa Perse Wobserver Pattitude 
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Ia plus amicale envers Ia Légation Britannique, et il’ a le ferme espoir que Tincident 
dont fait mention Yaide-mémoire de !Ambassade d’Angleterre ne troublera en aucune 
fagon action commune de la Russie et de Angleterre en Perse, 


Saint-Pélersbourg, le 18 Juin, 1908, 





[23184] No, 71. 


Mrz O'Beirne to Sir Edmard Grey.—(Received July 6.) 
(So. 802) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, July 1, 1908. 

1 ALLUDED to-day, in conversation with M. Tavolsky, in order to obtai 
expression of his Exeellency’s views, to the new situation created in Persia hy 
ovents. Tsaid that the allegations levelled against the staff of the British. Legation of 
taking the side of the Popular party, the truth of which [ of course entirely denied, 
seeined to me besides to have lost all “actuality.” Nhe Shah had now got. the upper 
hand of the Popular party, and was apparently goiug to govern during three months 
without an Assembly and with a Russian Governor-General. ‘The present. danger was 
lost Russia should be credited with backing a despotic and reactionary réginie, ani lost 
it should be said of England either that she had joined Russia inthis policy, or else 
that all co-operation between her and Russia Tad ceased. To guard against this 
danger, I supposed it would be necessitry to advise the Shah to govern constitutio 
ind to remind His Majesty of the pledges he had given to the two Powers 

. Isvolsky cordially assented. He said, however, that he had no infor 
from M. de Hartwigas to Colonel Liakhoit having heen’ appointed: Governor-C 
M. de Hartwig had reported a few days ago that another person, 
named * Gov ‘The Colonel's position was that of instructor 
of the Co: igale, ictious to him from the Imperial Govern- 
ment were against his commanding the brigade when taking military action. If he 
had really accepted the post of Governor-General, this would be outside his instructions 
dehors de ses instructions”), M. Isvolsky intimated. that he w ating 
with Tehran on the subject. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) HUGH OBEIRNB, 





[23187] No. 72. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received July 6.) 

No, 805.) 

, St, Petersburgh, July 2, 1908. 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 185 of the 27th ultimo, T have the honowy 
ansmit to you herewith copy of an aile-niémoire, substance of which 1 com 

ut in my telegram No, 109 of yestorday’s date, in regard to the joint 
representations to he made hy the two Representatives at ‘Tehran respecting: the 
Zil-cs-Sultan, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) HUGH O'BELRNE, 


Inclosure in No. 72. 
Aideemémoire, 


LUE Gouvernement Impérial se range entidrement i Vavis du Cabinet de St, James 
au sujet de Ia pridre adressée par Zilli-Sultan A Mr, Marling et pense que, si.ec Princo 
Aéhinitivement la Perse, cela no pourrait que eontribucr d'tnie fagon éminemment, 
MMicace A la tranquillisation du pa inet de Sainit-Pétershomg se déelare 
prct A expédier au Ministre de Russie A Téléran des instrictions Minyitant 1 se 
Joindee aux démarches que Mr, Marling serait chargé (entroprendro dans cette 
‘question auprés du Shab, 
Le Gouvernement Impérial considére comme bien entend que cos démarches 
cousistoraient & persuader Ie Schah de permettre \ Zilli: Sultan eb i cous des membros 
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fe ct des personnes de sou entourage qui voudront le suivre, de quitter la 
iG de leurs hiens. Il est A noter, 


ci leur gavantissant r ter, 
nmoins, (wh plusiems reprises d Pring avait téiokgné de son dsr de parts 
pour urope et que malsié cela il xeme blement son de aifférents 
extes, Par suite, le Gouvernement: Impérial trouve extrémement désirable que 
ZiMli-Sultan, de son ¢oté, confirme ses engagements d’Avril 1907 d'une maniére 
solennedle Gr dans tune forme qui sera 8 accord entre 3 
Harti eb Marling, et qu'il promette eatézoriquement aux Représentants d 
Puissances route pour Europe aussitét Vautorisatio 
obte fin d'évitor des complications possibles, il serait pFéférable, semble- 
route ht plus procho, eelle de Bouchi 3 dans 
isseau Anglais pourrait, peut-Gtre, si le Gouvernement 1 
wssaive, Gtre mis i kadisposition du Prince et des personnes Yaccompag 
alin de purer A Vavance A toute tentative de si part de débarquer dans un autre port 
Persian qucleonguc. a 
jé Cabinet de Londres se trouve dageord ayee les considérations expostes 
ci-dessus, le Ministére Tn, al les Affaires Rtrangéres n 
M. de Hartwig dinstructions en ce s 


Saints Pétershoury, le 15 Juin (Ue Juillet), 1905. 





23095) Ro. 78, 


Count de Salis to Siv Edward Grey. —(Received July 6, 
No. 201 
Sneed Berlin, June 80, 

{THE Hltestin-esSultaioh Mabwiud Khun, Persian M At this Cor 
gtiuntedd iia toa reporter of Hie" Berliner ‘fageblatt,” in vehieh Ih Sonic 
AccoMM OF his previots Gaver, his political sympathies, and. bis opinions on current 
polities iu: his mative eoutty, 
ee Mi Gnutalh ape aE padentale tearm rottrier te 
HMevst ta youl 

Milniviel Shinn bool the Kajor family, auc therefore a relative of the Shab, He 
wins ort in INGE Mi duction wis chtirely Persian, suit he never studied at a 
foreign Vuiversity, I tet served iy the inturnal qudninistration as Go 
Kuirdostin aiid then went inte the diplomatic serv 
Leaatiow wt St. Potorsbiergl, aud later Cousnl 

fiw seine tine as an Under-Secretary 
Hives ysl fy VOT Woes ippottted Porsian Minister at this Court. Darin 
wil alow bie As, linwever filled two-othier piosts-—the first in, HOt 
Porsc rontier Commission, aad the second from th 
Sow UU (his spring jis Prosident of the Parsiiut Parliament 

The Bhteshian deck himself ty Dave been during the whole of his career a 
Helier Ob lie Constittional patrty, to which, according te Heloug the majority of 
is Woloygnins and the coator muniber of fig members of ie Kaja house, 

Mic admits Hat the Parlianient, during its two years of existence, committed: many 
fyulisg thoften nvoilessty’ tviersedd the Throne; anid it failed to. realize 
it shinosob reform. Still it sueceoited in intenducinge certain amomnit of onler into 
tle Movdget a laid thie to the free expression of public opinion, it stopped 
Hie qyath Mugen fh aul it encomragedd the national sentiments of the 
Parsiatin 

Dhat the Parliament often showed a demagogie spirit wis dite to two causes — th 
Wil o motion aud ee ap times aetive anid at times passive opposition of the SI 
Whois entirely diuider tio iuiluence of Russian councillors. ‘The tnost_pernivions of 
Usd councillors aro His huperial Majesty's Private: Secretary, the Russian Shapshal, 
aanil the Conunande Linkholf, also a Russian, Tt way di to 
Hes mew and to de Porsiin eaétionsies that the attempted coup d'état of last 

avas brought dont, and they have now repeated it with more sie 
i Ministor then provevded tarp the action of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Jhst year axed Ab Uwe present titue, for the tactful anauner in whieh they, 
iuternal alfiirs of the country ittention of the Shak to the: 
Ho especially praised the ation of Baron vou Richthofen ywhen 
go of the Gernot Lozsition last year, and Ke attributed the snecess of the efforts 
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of the diplomatists in a large degree to the popularity and! gtvat influence of that 

gentleman. 
‘The Ehteshat hesitated to expressa definite opinion on the latest events in. Persia, 
Dut he declared it to be his finn opinion that it would be impossible to, abolish the 
tution. Should the Shah fail to summon «new Parliament shortly a leugthy 
wonld he imminent, iu which th Zil-es-Sultan would very possibly play a 


The Persian people knew that they would Jose their independence with thei 
Parliament, and they would defend it to the last, Por th 
ropean nations, aud 
ance of the Parlia ereial interests in 
em by means of a 
and before long she would consolidate lier position in Persia 
blishment of » German bank, 
erted that prosp ald only be secured by the an 
nted by Muzafer-ed he co-operation of the Shab and 
ig out reforms, But in the Bhtesham’s opinion, the only 
y means of a i Joan, which could searcely 
ion of al financial administration, 
Tuited the w by stating that he would leave shortly for 
Lmdon, where he hoped that he would find Bagland trae to her policy. of vo 
for it was hy British help alone that it was possible to obtain the Constitution, 
Mer his iew with the Minister, the reporter applied to one of the mentbers 
of the Legation to inform him to what purpose the money raised by the Joan mentioned 
by the Eliteshiam would be devoted. He was informed that the first would 
Vir t0 organi to put an end to the lawless state of the country, 
taxes must he reformed, in order to insure a 


oars 


un Legation had ed “hast” to 
roger ntloman interviewed refiised to express himself definitely, hut the 
porter was able to gather that sueh action on the part of the German Legation 9 
iu the opinion of the Persian Legation here, likely to impair the popularity of Germany 
in Persia 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed). pe SALAS, 





[23169] No, TA 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 
(No. 3363.) 

Sir, Therapia, June 80, 1908, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of « note which the Persian 
Ambassador has adiressed to the Sublime Porte, inclosing copy of a\taktit sent to the 
Porsiay Embassy by the Ottoman Minister for Affains, dated the 14th September, 
1875, from whieh it is clear that kish Government admitted: that 
Ushiniw was unquestionably 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 74, 
Note communicated by the Persian Ambassador to the Ottoman Government, 


(Dranslation,) Persian Embiassy, Constantinople 
IN a muzekkeré, No. 26, of the 1st June, 1908, the Mini 
replying to a previous note addressed to it by this I 
he put to the grave outrages committed by 
chel Kurds instigated by officials. st 
h ion of the Persian ¥ 
pillage, and incendiari 
Sultana, Presi 


n Affairs, in 
x that a stop should 


thi formed 
ixth Division and forwarded to 
R 





s from Persi J, iowever, I think, be limited to, 
Period of absence of these persons from Persia should, ; it 
Fe ere aie fon gDuIA Geo mCRRTESHLGU eo Toni ase abstain from 
auitation against the Shah, any one setuningafter sulin povod tal not be moles 
ose who return before expiration of period would of eonrse do so ‘i 
eee Mtl be coutenhed to exile for lite unless a detnito period Hse ons 
Some of th refugees may possibly refuse to aecept the terms eventually aurea 
i hetween the two Govemments, and may decline to leave in gles to use i 
Mapai as 0 poliial lever, ‘To surseuter to the Pesian Goverment 
void produce an impression most unfavourable to us in Persia, and T should be gla 
of instructions as to what [ should do. aaa Sts 
rata at tpulogy will be submitted to me for my approval by Minister for Foreign 
Pere cpu goon olieetion -U shold be elid to comply with His Wighnes 
le and Shah's Representative should make apologies separately. His t 
dione his ubmost to help me Uiroughout this affair, and T should Tike 
Following is s 


fal ry sntially that presence of patrols, 
inister for Foreign Affairs told me very confidentially f 
SEAR i ‘V foil od anil less objec le form all to-day, is due sol 
Russian Colonel a x ret, 
rtwig has written me a friendly note, to which T have replier 
ane shai SE uscomtets goal onlees, have reason fo believe, ae’ the Teason 
i this 





(29975) Sa 


Mr, Marling (0 Sir Bdinard Grey. —(Reevived July 6.) 

(Xo, 197} ed 
Valogeapliic.). 2. 
STUN ce Save aaNet 
the ovents of the 28x ultino, 
foyerion oral, " . : Be aoe 
SOT GAL Aie Laoeoeae note ont abate fox Wareign “Aas to the act 

“it gholams were systematically. encouraging people to take bast in the Legation, 
ke Ieloiate wore systematieall PRU A Se “There appears to 
scanner in the bazurs of taking bast, and Tam making inquiries into the 
origin of Minister for Foreign Affairs’ complaint 


‘Tehran, July 6, 1908. 





(23087) ie 


Sir Edward Giey to Mr. O' Beirne 
(Nu. 2. “i wail 
(Polegtaphie) 0, x 
TROLS round Legation at'Pehran. 
TT BTTGRICt MEI ASU Ons ecules ean (login to Mr 
Nis HL Of the is andask hat argent instructions may be sent to the 
Minister 10 stippe + ropresentitions whielt Mr. Marling i to make. 


Foreign Office, July (, 1908. 





(23087) 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(Xu 161), 
oleae) Pe 
Foe ee ve eush Ager 130. he aly andl Nex Loeal TD 
a cepted, and if the patrols 
8 longeus the patrols continue no apology can he aceepted, ani foul 
hot miata cand coupletely, wwe shall no longer cousider that the demantt 
‘Minaly formulated by us aroisulieiont to mivet thy ease. 
Tidoriy the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Foreign Office, July 6, 1908. 





[19160} 


Foreign Office to India Office, 
Sir, Foreign Office, Julu 6, 1908. 

nowledge the receipt of your 
aaintenance or abolition of the 
rsia at present working at Nasratahad, 

nication with Sir T’ Jackson on the subject, 
int to withdraw the branch from Seistan as he is not 
self-supporting in the future, and he thinks it not 
ih less restrictions as to the class of business dealt 
would establish itself in its plice. Tt was pointed out that His Majesty’s Goveramont 
would in any case be unable to increase the subsidy, and Sir Thomas, after consulting 
his Board, lias now informed the Sreretary of State that he is willing to maintain the 
branch with the present subsidy. 

Sir E. Gr that there are great disadvantages in abandoning a B 
enterprise of th and he therefore hopes that Lord Morley will see hi 
continuing the contribution for two years, when the question can be reconside 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 


T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey. to ac 
letter of the 2nd ultimo, relative to the question of the 1: 
Iranch of the Imperial Bank of Per 
Grey has been i 
* Jackson is very: reluc 
without hope that it may’ becom 
improbable that a German bank 





(21936) No. 80, 
Voreign Office to India Office. 


‘ Foreign Office, July (i, 1908, 

TAM disucted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the’ receipt of your 

lotter of the 24th ultimo, relative to the alleged intention of the Russian Cover mnn 

‘o appoint a Military Atiaehé to their Consulate in Seistan, 
‘um to inform vou, in reply, that in the first place 

ra (U'Affairos at St. Petersburgh to endeavou 

ort which has reached His Majes 


E, Grey has instructed His 
i 10 ascertain whether 
1 ‘s Government of the intentions of the Russian 
ent in this matter has any foundation, and I am to add that, pending the 
of an answer to that communication, he'would he lad to learn’ the 
it on the subject, 
is Of opinion that, should the re 
od, in consexyuienee, to ask thi 
0 this appointment, His Maj 
Military Attaché from His Ma 


port prove to be well fou 
Russian Government not to give 


prepared to withdmw the 
ral at Meshed 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLNT. 





(23471) No, SL 


Messrs Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons to Porcign Office. —(Received July 7.) 
1) 


« 111, Portland Strect, Manchester, July 6, 1908, 
WE brave the honour to own receipt of your fayour of the 3rd tuslant ecnee ning 
application of Mrs Tj \ behalf of this Company, to the Porsian 
The ert far Concession to work the mines of red oxide which sro to bo found on 
he Ishin of Sir 

We beg to put before you the following facts -— 


On the 12th April last onr M 
the Persian Gulf, telegraphed 


using Director, Mr Il. Agha, thon t 
as follows — 


Hing i 
Vito this Company's Wee 


agent in Pelran, Mr. Hajji Ali Asgur, 


ri Island, opposite Lingah, 50 miles di 
Obtain Concession for tifte 


(2599) 


aut. Persian rbment revenue 
en years to work red oxide, Confidential, 


8 











66 





On the 13th instant Mr. H, Agha recei 
General in Bushire, the copy of which we nov 
Mo this our Mr. Ag 


-d a letter from His Majesty’s Consul- 

close. 

of which is also inclosed. 

will sev that he then assured His Majesty's Consul-Gencral that should we 

{would be entirely for British interests 

vas in ‘Tehran in the early part of June he had an 

interview with Mis Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, Mr. Marling, on this subject. 
We take it that the island in question is Persian territory, and that we can safely 

apply to the Persian Government for this Conce ‘ 
‘As to the Guarantee required by Tis Majesty's Government, we have instructed 

our Solicitors, Messrs. Hollams, Sons, Coward, and Hawksley, of London, to. prepare 

such a Guarantee, which will he signed by our Directors and sent to you within 










ia replied at once, ¢ 


























We are P 
. Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons (Limited), 


H, BREWERTON, Manager, 








Tnelosure 1 in No. 81. 


Consul=General Cox ta Mirza Huss 





gh. 





Doar Mira Hussein Agha, 
TATEAR a report thi your firm or 
verpmont for & Concession gt 

i Island 

Will_you Kindly: tot me know if the 
if 40, how the negotiation has been in 


Bushire, April 13, 1908, 
ereof is negotiating with the Persian 
ig rights or rights to mine oxide on 

























will be treated as confidential as far as any other 


Yours sincere 






(Signed) PLZ. COX, 
Inclosure 2 in No, 81. 
Mirza Hussein Agha to Consul-General Cox. 
Dear Sir, Bushire, April 13, 1908, 





1AM in receipt of your favour of even date, ae 
Regarding tle soport that my people are negotiating with, the Persian Govern- 
tient for a Concession scranting prospecting rights to mine oxide at Sirra, 1) 
inform you that it is a faet only so far that Ehave wired: hy brother, Hadji Mirza Ali 
of Tehran, to obtain sich a Coneession from the Pe 
No doubt you any well aware that the Porsian ¢ 
Concessions. to foreign subjects, and my brother will 
Concession in Tis own naine, though 
absolute conttol 
Should we succeed in obtaini 
houvlit British intorests, 
















jovernment. 
ernment does not grant 
probably try and obtain the 
asa British Company will have the 








such a Concession, it will T assure 





mi only 





Tam us for Shiraz early to-morrow morning. 
Yours obediently, 
(Signed) HUSSEIN AGHA, 





(23424) No. 82. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 
(No. 198.) 
(Toles 












Tehran, July 6, 1908, 





ately preceding te 
Russian Minister, whom I 
twat ingenutiy in esp! 































fa 





the 







the 





thi 





evi 














these reports. 





an 
el Liakhoff, 
poli 





















umstances what 


In further conversa 
in the capital and in the y 


5, &c., of the city 


Whe 


itted th: 
no Rn 








le 


sh he wonld furnish me with. In v 
ipt might be made to take bast, which T mentioned to his 
hope that he would ue his best endeavours 
ally known that the Legation would not Te 


steve 
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appointed Governor of Tehran, and declared that it was not the Colonel but Av 
Bahadur Jang who was responsible for the continua 
the Legation. On this latter point I accepted 
Hartwig then 
Colo 

1 


ce of the 











ul 






he (MI. de Hartwig) had made allegations 
had done my best to investigate them, 
through lack of definite charges. I 





Excelléney said Colonel 
of the report fr 








as 1 my: 









ow M. dle Hartwig. laid a good deal of stre: 
vinees, where complete tranquillity 


coup d' Etat. Tn these circumstances, I replied, nothing wou 


Legation than 
1 
n hinted that it 














riwig 


vonfidenee in the Shah's promises 


to convoke: 





so said that he 
tum, and he expressed th 
post when he w: 





nd ema any posse xe 


Parliament without delay. 
» tone of our conversation was very 
ight be pos 





Hy, and even e« 
ble to induce Nagrul-Mulk to 














untly desired 10 obt 
hope that he would manage 1 





fas in St. Petersburgh, 


his Excellency’s assurances, 
the Persian Governor of the town had no control over 
an officer could ever be in such a position, Ho added that 
was confided to the Cossack | 
ae contimied, and Colonel Liakhoff’s powers were simply 
command of that bri 


Dut my inquiries had been made. 


1 itself to such w tl 













ir 
Cossack patrols round 
M. de 


le so long as the state of 
those of the officer in 


private letter to mo of 


wore trying to get people to take bast 
Excolloncy that Twas convinced there was no. truth in 


against my gholamns 1 
very difficult. 
Liaklioff had plenty of 
rom the bazaars that sm 
Exeelloney, Foxpressed 
was doing, to let it he 
1 under any 














on the good results 
rosie, procul by 
id more ‘surely rostoi 

uise for taking: bast 











cordial. M. de Hartwig. 
» vettirn to Persia and 


ain Teaye of absence in 
fo avrange his transfor 




















































(Ni 





20h 





PERS) 
Follow 


Lv 





h the Min 








Lit he possible to approa 
entation be made to Shah jnvitin 





» remodel the Constitution hy ere 
stitution, and probably: hy: 





dential : 


might submit would not 
id confidence would be 16 a great cs 
even by a rump Parliament of any schene w 
saree of respect for the Constitution, 


No, 88, 








ig his Majesty to convoke 
+h action on our part would 
fore the now elections take plac 














toral Law, 





naeting an Bley 





ent restored) 





i the Senate which 


i, E think, be opposed 


Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Rereived July 7.) 


Telivan, July 6, 1908 


i Russian Government with a proposal that a joint 


Parlianont at an carly 
he desirable. 
«0 the advisers of the 
contemplated 
Any scheme. of tho 
by the present 
in the country by the 
hich would havo the 



























[23377] 


200.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
TeRCO-PeRst 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey. 











N frontier, 


No, 84. 








sense suguested in your tele 
by M. de Harti 


(Received July 7.) 
Tehran, July 6, 1908, 


‘gram No, 182 of the 
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(23378) Sous 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 7.) 

9, 201, 

COMMUNICATION inade by His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at St. Petersburgh 
to Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs was, according to M. de Hartwig, nothing less 
thin a suggestion Oat Tis Majesty’s Govermuent should urge the Shali to send 
Zil-es-Sultan out of the country. [replied that when we had last spoken of th 
T had imderstood that he too was under this impression, and that he had receiys 

ions ais reported in your telegram No. 150 of the 2nd July, M, de Hartw 
that the Zil had requested leave to go abroad, and that he believed the Shah had 
no special desire to see hin do so. re 

PLA ioosolrautaetanghes re piiod (Celene (Besta \g representations to the Shah 
had not presented itself, M, de Hartwig did not demur to this statement. 








































[23496 | No. 86. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received July 7.) 












Ni yp Tehran, July 7, 1 
GOSSACKS round His Majesty’s Legation, My telegram of the StI i 

No. 16, 4 
‘Die Persia Governor of Tehran, and not Colonel Liakoff, now signs Proclamations. 





The 
Morsia 


Mile 






atrolk vownil {lie Ta 
ovornment is being stron, 
nivviig, awit whom my rek 








\ to comply with our demands hy 
pus will, T think, be quite coral i the fut 








(23505) 


Si. 





Mr, Murliny to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 7.) 





Tehran, July 7, 1005. 
VED fist night, for my private inforation, draft of reply to dhe 
conveying domands of His Majesty's Govartimont which Ehiad addressed to te M 










Tid not consider the tors of the draft entively satis 
considerable enonditions, 
Whe not ‘conumences with an 
vl ty subordinate officials, Tt t 



















riwont's five demanisare accepted by th 
Of Tis Majesty: that certain of the refugees should go out of Borsia, 

You donot, Pprestinie, wish ime to soud you hy teletaph for your approval text of 
Pidposeil apology or ol note accepting 









T fhave subsequently re 





cived your telegram No, 160, 











(23494) 
Mr Marling ta Sir Bilcurd Crey.—(Received July 7.) 
(No. 20h) 
(elographie) 2 Tehran, July 7, 10S. 








POLLOWING is confidential 













‘The Cinmiciol Adviser to the Persian Govorament has been so 
Fitiuiew Minister qs to loan oF wdvanice. Me Bizot hits asked me w 
lis Majesty's Governivent would te Ti reply, 1 expressed ay: conviction ¢ 
Majosiy’s Government would agree to nothing which had not received Parl 





mentary 
sanlutiy 


Uroposil of the Minister of Finance need not for the motient, Tthink, be taken 
very seriously into conside 
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(23506) No. 89. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 1.) 


P 
TE Zil-esSultan has left Sh 
say where he has gone, 


Consul has been instructed to inform Zil that before going to Ispahan he would do 
well to consult the Shah, 


Tehran, July 7, 1908. 
raz, Dnt Acting Consul, in reporting this, does not 





(23502) No, 90, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received July 7.) 


(No. 114.) 

(Telegraphic.) _P, St, Petersburgh, July 7, 1908. 
PERSIAN alfairs 

of the Gt instant, 

that he will at once send instructions by telegraph in the 

desired to Russian Minister at Tehran, but suggests that, in view of the fact thal 
rams between St, Petersburgh and ‘Teliran are much delayed in transmission, it 

would have boon hetter that Mr, Marling shiould haye applied direct to ML de Hartwi 





(23507) No, 91, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received July 7.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 7, 1908, 


ish Legation by 
y unfavourable to Ilis Majesty's 
dion as intriguing against the Russian 


nity to suggest to Minister for Koreign Affairs that. it would be 
ants shiould he published both in London and St. Petersburgh, 
ish and Russian Legati perating to obtain satisfaction 


for what had already occurred, and to on in future of the proceedings 
offensive to the British Legation, 


M, Isyolsky said that, without 


iting to hicar whether you were prepared to 
adopt a similar course, he would at o 


‘ssiie a statement to thé proposed effect. 





(23087) No, 92, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, July 7, 1908. 
f the Sth July. 

apo may be agreed to, 

Your proposal that in the caso of a refugee leaving the country the period of his 
expatriation should be definitely limited is accepted by His Majesty's Governinent, as 
illso the stipulation that so long as he does uot take past in agitation such retujoe 

vnld, on his return, he free from inolestation, We might concede a longer ter if 
year is insullicient, 
uy of the refugees who may refuse to leave the Legation that they 
u, but that a safe conduct will he obtained for them to leave 
T 








the country. Tt is not possible that refuge at a Legation can be continued indefinitely 
without constituting a source of interference in the politics and internal affairs of the 
country. Tt is only permissible temporarily as a protection when there is imminent 
danger to life. 





(23378) No, 93. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 163.) 
(Telosraphic,) P. Foreign Office, July 7, 19( 
T DO not understand the last sentence of your telegram No. 201 of the Gth July 
respecting the Zil-es-Sultan, ‘There appears to be an error in transmission. 
If, as Tumdorstand, it is the wish of the Zil to leave the country, the 
arisen for a 





(23505) No. 94 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 164.) 
(Vologeaphic,) B. Poreign Office, July 7, 1908, 
INSULTS to Legation, With reference to your telegram No, 203 of to-< 
You need not telegraph toxts of note or of apology. 





(23607) No. 95, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
199.) 
Foreign Office, July 7, 1908, 
COUNT BENCKENDORE inqnired to-day what news Tiad from Persi 
V told him that Mr, Marling was very emphatic as to the friendly attitude which 
twig hiad now takon up towards him, ‘The patrols were continued round the 
ition as Tately.as Sunday, and T had told the Persian Government that ave 
pi an sipology till this ic was discontinued, and that, if it 
iiscontinued, we shold havo to consider whether the dematade we hea ny made were 
aloquate, 
Tales tot Cont Honekentloe that Me Marling had doubted whether the time 
i representation about the Zil, but that T had telegraph 
sown request to bo allowed to leave the eountry pro 
representation to the Shah that he should be allowed to do so, 
Wo could not ask the Shah to deport the Zil against the Zil’s own wish, but we could 
ask the Shah to necods to the Zil's request 
Tar 
(Signed) 





123542) No. 96. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—-(Received July 8.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 


Herenith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, paraphrase of a telegtam to the 
Viceroy, dated the sind July, relative to the situation in Persia, 


India Office, July 7, 1908. 


— 


nm 
Tnclosure in No. 96, 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) _P. 
SITUATION in Persia, 
Tnstructions were sent on the Ist instant. to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 

Tehran to present to Persian Government the following demands :— 


1, Gossacks and police to be withdrawn from British Legation, 
2, Full apology to be tendered with due ceremony. 
3. Persons arrested while going to, or coming from, Legation on ordinary business 
to he released, 
4, Guarantee in writing for person and property of bastis to be given by Shah, 
Fair trial, in the presence of a member of the British Lezation, to he granted to 
bastis charged with erimes other than political offences 


India Office, July 3, 1908, 


Persian Government will he warned that His Majesty’s Goverment will be 
compelled to exact reparation if above demands are nov immediately complied with, 

On the same day His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at St. Petersburgh was instructed 
to inform the Russian Government that the above instructions had been sent, and to 
urge upon them the importance of supporting our demands, as action in the Gulf or in 
Southern Persia would be necessary if those demands are not complied with, 

On the 1st instant, before the receipt of the above, Mr. O'Beirne reported that 
M. Isvolsky bad given thim satisfactory assurances, and that renewed instructions to 

ve most friendly attitude towards British Legation had heen sent to. Russian 
Minister at Tehran. 

Ru fcr for Foreign Affairs seemed to be quite prepared to support 
demand on the part of His Majesty's Government for satisfaction, and he stated 

ormally that the entente between the two Governments respecting Persia and. the 
ple of non-intervention still commanded the faithful adhorenee of the Russian 
mment, 

‘The Russian Government agree to join in the proposed representation to the Shah 
with regard to the Zil-es-Sultan; they urge, however, that engagements of April 1907 
thoutd he solemnly confirmed by Zil, and ‘that a detnite promise should be xiven. by 
him that, on receipt of permission, he vill at once praceoi to Burope, 

Embarkation on a British ship at Busine i suggested, 





(23625) No. 97, 


Mr. O'Meirne to Sir Edwaid Grey.—(Received July 8,) 


to act as he had dor 
n quite independently of the Ri 
recable to him, as it placed on th 
latter did not desire to undertake 
Head of the General Staif, who w 
ed that it w: 


lity which the 
ined this to tho 
the 


is also undesirable, but he said that it wa 
als to use his inflience: towards pacification, ts his loi 
© in Tabreez had secured him a special position there. M. Tavolsky auld tt 
conclusion that, to tide over difficulties such as hie lid. indi chivfly on 
harmonious action hetween the British and Russi Tn his opinion it is 
not at all: sure that the Shah ha ys aud T gather that he is 
approtieusive lest, in the ring, Ri ight through the 
action of her agents become involved in then, is danger against which his 
Excellency will, I think, do his best to guard. 














[23626] 





(Received July 8.) 
Gy 159.) 
i 





Constantinople, July 
, dated the Gih i 









T HAY] 
Mr, Consul-General W 


telegram No. 








“Pitty ry anid a company of infantry, some of whom are composed, I 
ain given to cuuderstand, of recont arrivels frou Van, have proceeded to Charik from 
‘Dergavar, Tt is stated in ‘Purkish circles that a move on Salmas is contemplated in 
the ne , 

"As the town of Tabrevz is entirely absorbed by I 
do Hot svom to make any impression on thie population, 











affairs, the events at Tehran 








(28620) No. 





Mn, Marling to Sir Gdward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 





wraphic.) P, 
AMCESSULVAN, Rete 
mieaning was that unloss Zike 
by his own wish or hy order of the Shah, joint 
Hot he made, Lis departiire not yet hay 
Drestmucd that the Shab anit. Zilees-Sult 
alone, rid Hak we need take no action. 
itis Maj » not desire, so T understand, to influence the Shah 
against the Zil, thou terests of t it Hbsenee from Persia would 


ity h 
Do dosivable, and, in my nat present would be tantamount to 
Witition to the $ 


hie cou 
Liles in 






Tehran, July 8, 190 
ain No. 163 of the 6th instant 
from Persia were decided on, 
epresentations on his behalf would: 
heen decided on, so far as Tam aware, T 
could he left to compose their quarrel 






























opinion, 
h to exp 
wltant is proceed 
























[23494 No. 100. 
Si Edieavd Grey to Me, Marling 
(No, 16) 
(stowrplite,) 2. ign Office, July S, 1908. 
LOANS to Persia With roferones ta your teleg ». 199 of the Gili instant 
Aud No, 204 of thee Teh iustient 
Vout action in sivins that it is imlikely that, so long as the Constitution is 






‘ijesty’s Government can lend an 
tnight, in the ovent of the revival of the Constitution, be repudiated. by th 
Assouilly, sud it would he impossible for us to feel confident that & loan male in 
(ireuinstunces of this kind would le cinployed tor the good of the country, Although 
However, we y to wive the Shuil si in violent or arbitrary action, 
it Moos ji presi Able that we should take the 


Initiative: in making repr 8 view to inducing him to 
proceed at once to call Ts 









is quite right. Such 

























{21783| 








Foreign Office ta Initia Office. 





Foreiyn Office, July 8, 1908. 
Ny Sccrotany Sir B. Grey: to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
pore relative) to a prop 
saul to create one at Kowelt 
or the information oF the Secret 
id to learn the views of the 


1AM diveate 
ob the hr lt 








to ubolist the Government 









y of State for India, that 
pvermment of India on this: 
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proposal in due com 
nk 





e; but Tam to add that it does not appear to § 
essary fo request an expression of those views by telegraph, 





E, Grey to be 








(Signed) LOUIS MALLE. 





(23644) No, 102, 


* India Office to Foreign Office—(Received July 9.) 





Sir, India Office, July 7, 1908, 
WITH reference to previous correspondence as to the retention of the. inorensed 
Consular eseort at Shiraz, ending with the letter from this Office of the 5th March last, 
{ aun directed by the Secretary of State for India to incloso, for the consideration of 
Scen tary Sir E.G of a telegram from the Government of India 
that the escort be kept at its present strengih for a further period of six months, 

Lord Morley would be glad to learn the views of Sit B, Grey on this proposil, and, 
in the event of its meeting with his approval, would have no objection to oller to jt, on 
the understandin ty of the expenditure involved would continue to’ be 

‘ayed from British revenues, 








commending, 















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLBY, 
a 


Tnelosure in No, 102. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


(Telegraphie.) DP. Tuly 2, 1908, 
in Persia, 

Please refer to your telesran of th 

Consul has made a recommondati at Legation about reliefs, and questiv 
ining inercasudl escort has arisen in this connection. Wo agree with Major Cox 

and Mr. Bill, both of whom recommend that there should be no reduction of 1 
Vwe-recommend that for a furthor period of 

its present streugth, 















nibers, 
months the escort should he kept at 











(23654) 


Tuitia Office to Horeign Offico.—(Recerwed July 9.) 


of State for Endin presents. his. comp! 
n Affairs, and, by direction of Visco 
1 of the Secretar 












ments to the Under 










witli, for the 
ved from the Gove 
dependants of the Prucial Chiefs in Persin 


Tr is equested that these inclosures, which arw sent in. ori 
to this Office as soon as done wit 





y of State, 


ial, may be returned 





India Office, July 8, 1908. 





es 


Tnelosire 1 in No. 103, 


Major Cov to Government of Indin. 


Bushire, March $, 1008, 
ation of the Government of 


Majesty's Chargé d’ATtfaires, 
ubject of our right to protect dependants of the ‘Trueial Sheikhs while in 


1 HAVE the ho 
Lusi, copies of 
ou the 

Persian territor 






to forward, for the inf 
mmunieations addressed by ine to 


















_—<—<————— 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 103. 


Major Cox to Mr, Marling. 
Shiraz, October 9, 1907. 
IN continuation of the telegraphic correspondence ending with my telegram 
dated to-day, I have the honour to attach, for your information, a précis of yoluminous 
Memoranda received from my First Assistant in connection with the present troubles 
at Lingab, 








nnd it for your information, as by the time the communication reaches 
probably have b on the telegraphic correspondence. 

T have the honour to draw attention to the fact that M. Waffelaert, Director- 

‘of Customs, Bushire, in the course of correspondence with my Assistant, 

wrote that, “by virtue of Tehtan Circular of the 4th Rebruary, 1905,” he declined to 

pt British intervention in two cases concerning subjects of the Sheikhs of Abu 

‘Whabi and Shargab, 

Both these Chiels are under By 
indicating the fact to the Persian Go) 
necessary insteuctions to M. Walfela 

Mthough he quotes the number of the 
presse hs inability to Turns a enpys Xe may be pos 
‘elvan, 























} protection, and T request the fayour of your 
wnment, and calling upon them to issue the 
ising us that th 









ich he acts, he has 
le for this to be done at 











Inclosure 8 in No. 103, 


Memorandum respecting Disturbances at Lingah. 


tood to lave been last 


‘MIN Alases-Sultan, a Bulwardi of Fars, who is unde 
of Customs at Lingal on 


employed at Enzeli, took up the post of Director or Mudir 
the Ist July, 1907. 

Ina Report, dated the Sth September, the Residency Agent, 
copies of comespondence with the agent of the British India St 
Company, who complained that the Direct 
requisition written to him on the Company’s business in accordance with previous 
Custonr in Bnglish, and had sent for him aid abused him as an tnpatviotic Persian 
A Mussulman for using the English Jang On the Residency Agent 
ning in the British India agent's beball, the Director refused to accept 
fion, and denied his right to intervene in his favour 
was stited that the Director had assembled the Persian merchants and tried to get 
thom {o forma standing Medjliss for the trial of eases and discussion of matters of 
public iuportance. 

Diving August he treated with hastness two dhows belonging to. subjects of 
‘Peucial Arab Chiets under British: protection, , Abu Thibi and Shargah. One 
of them he is believed to. lave arrested on the h nd towed into Lingah, 
Where he took all the eargo out of her, not correct jowaz was 
found w owner of the cargo in Lingah. On the Di neral of Customs, 
Rushire, asked to state the correct ion of the Customs was 
ppurentiy unjustifiable, lhe expressed his i 
in vogard to “subjects of the Oman Coast” 

Tn a Report dated the 12th September it was reported that, contrary 
the Dixector had insisted on examining the baggage of « party of pilgrims 
remonstrated with by the Mullalis he treated them with contumely, and in consequence 
the inhabitants closed the bazaars in protest, Subsequently a disturbance cecurred, 
In lil HUOSD Inston Nas Aiba a beaten 

Ina communication dated the 11th September it was reported that the Director, 
Haying fallen out with the Shia Mullahs, held a meeting of Sunni merchants, with 
whom were the Sadeod-es-Sultaneh, Russian Agent and a notorious mseal; the 
Brench Consular Agent, a Persian of shady character; and the soi-disant ‘Turkish 
Consular Agent, of whom I have several times complained. 

Tn the case of the British Indian steam-ship “Nuddea” the Agent asked for 
spcelal permission to work on Fridays and holidays, allowable under Article 113 of 
tle * Roglement,” and always freely acconted hitherto. No notice was taken of the 
Agent's uote, but eventually verbal” permission was given through the hamel-bashi. 











ingah, forwarded 
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In the ease of the “Madura,” the following week, the same delay i 

ne Pt i week, th 

permission oceurred, and the’ ship lost a day thereby, In the fret cove the Diveton, 
after ignoring the Agent's civil written request, discourteously sent a “tufangchi” to 
fetch him, taunted him with being in the employ of a British firm, and made 
AFarespetful remarks about the Bnslish language and the use of it, 

___On the 16th a telegram was received rid Honjam from His Britannie Majesty’ 
Consul, saying that the Director liad closed customs, and the forwarding and handling 
of British merchandize was suspended at inconvenience and loss to the owners, 

On the 17th September another telegram was received, saying that the Director 
liad held another meetiug of the Sunnis and persons above referred to, and told them 
that he had: been beaten heeause ie had joined them, and that as he had closed the 
customs they (He Sunni) must stop trading and suppont him 

At this and another r Medjliss the Director made several other fooli 
speeches, in which he pronounced, among other things S*voral other foolish 

1. ‘That British ce 
That the Brit 

















ficates of naturalization are useless, and should be given up. 
ish Government has no right to protect Omanis, as Oman belongs 







On the 8tli October the mail brought news th i 
4 stober the ous! ws that the entire stall 
resigned, and the Director of Customs dare not leave his house, Soe 


September, 1907. 
ee 











Inclosure 4 in No. 103. 










Major Cov to Mr. Marling, 
. Bushire, March 8, 1908. 
oun GgHAVE the Honour to refer to the third pamgraph of my despatch dated tho 
Sit) October, 1907, in whieh T drew your attention to the fuct that the loeal Customs 
uluse to nesept our intervention on hehalf of tho subjects of the Shetkls 
rent events have brought our protectorate over these Sheikhs fi 
: prote 0 ese Sheikhs into 
minence, and T hope it may be considered that we are now ina more favourable 
position for obtaining « formal recognition of it from the Persian Government, 





























Inclosure 5 in No, 103, 














Captain Trevor to Gov 





‘araphic.) P. 
MR. MARLING telegraphs, dated the 17th May 





Bushire, May 18, 1908, 







lowing from Foreign Oflic 


Protection of Balireini an Goyernme ens 

sei amended note without delay, bat we are elietant he eae Lert tenes 
the present unless tlie note contains any expression which cm be coneteand dale ne 
our Tights and unless Further ease Se ae 
___** Protection of subj r 
Consul-General by Governor of Bus! 
of ease in question, 














1 Chiefs. Assurances 
ie Appear sufi 





\ n to His, Majesty's 
nt if carried out to meet needs 












—— 
Tnelosure 6 in No, 103, 






Captain Trevor to Government of India, 






(Telegraphic). 
FOLLOWING sent to Tehran 


© Please sce your telegram 
*“ Governor lias 





Bushire, May 18, 1908, 






0. 75, 















‘stual case of Balireini, but has 
tions from the Persian Government. to 
ants telegram of the Ist May. Deputy. 
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Jovernor of Lingal, wlio arrived here three days ago, lias been suspended in 
caaneation with tits and other eases. One of the Lingah factions, aided by Brown, 
agent of German firm, and by Russian Consular Agent, is trying to get 
him reinstated. I am endeavouring to get Governor to recover compensation for 
Bahreini from him, none having heen paid as yet. In view of attitude of Persian 

Government, I fear that we ‘ble locally to obtain adequate redress. 
ive to note that, w! iancial Department of the Persian 
ss Dalirein a foreign port and levies customs duties against it, the 

Foreign Department tre as Persian territory.” 


Inclosure 7 in No. 103, 


Major Cox to Government of India. 
Sir, Bushire, May 5, 1908. 
WII reference to my covering letter dated the 8th March, 1908, T haye the 
honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a copy of 
Mr, Marling’s reply to my letter of the same date on the subject of our right to 
protect subjects of the Wrucial Chiefs when in Persian territory. 
Thave, &. 
(Vor Political Resident in the Persian Gulf), 
(Signed) ‘A. P. TREVOR, Mojor. 


Note. The draft of this letter was approved by Major Cox before he proceeded 
on tow 


Inclosure 8 in No. 103, 
Mr. Mating la Major Cox. 


j Tehran, April 3, 190 
1 MAVE your despatch of the Sth Marel respecting British intervention 
on Dollf of the Sheikhs of rucial Oman, Our vight to insist on the Persian 
stich intervention is unassailable in view of our published 
ly that His Maje ill now insist on 
Persian Government of our rights respecting Balen 
lined 1 think that these satters will best be dealt with 


Tam, &e. " 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





{23647| No. 104, 
Initia Office to Koreign Offce.—(Received July 9.) 


Sit, Indiv. Office, duly 
T AM diveted t the Lith May, as to 
the appointineut of a Military: \tiach¢ ° ting that the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Afliies regards the appotntne of purely Indian interest, and that 
he is unable to rounds of Imperial necessity, to the ‘Treasiny for sinetion 
to the ¢ funils of a motety of the cost. 
fn reply, Lam to say that the of State for Ind y regrets to 
De unable to recopt the grounds on whi ion is based, He cannot admit 
the duties performed by the Tinperial as well as of Ind 
Tt is true, ais stated in you tlat the Convention recently conchuled 
nave in seat nies urgent need for the collection of 
jot as to tnilitary movements in Russinn territory east of the Caspian, But 
nv to point out that it is in the nexative sense that the work of the Attaché 
ie, providing, 4 necossiry machinery for sift 


and which must otherwise reach the Government of India and His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in an exaggerated form. Stress, it will be remembered, was laid on this aspect 
of the question in Sir Cecil Spring-Rice’s despatch Ne. 168 of the 24th July, 107, 
who also urged the importance from the politieal point of view of the Legation at 
‘Tehran being accurately informed as to the proceedings of the Russian authorities in 
Central Asia. 

‘Phe bearings of the subject in its military aspect seem to Lord Morley to necd 
further consideration, He would suggest that Six E, Grey, hefore regdrding his 
present decision as final, should ascertain whether the Army Council regan the 
appointment as one which, from the Imperial point of view, may advantagoously 
de dispensed wi 

‘The suggestion in your letter that the duties at present performed by Captain 
Smyth should be discharged in futuro either by the Consul-General or the Vice: Consul 
at Meshed does not seem practicable, ‘The latter officer member of the 

n Medical Service, and does not possess the neces: nical qualifications, 
‘The Consul-General’s duties do not. afford leisure to undertake the 

Tt was the insufficiency of the news supplied by the staff of the Consulate. 
I without the assistance of special officer flat led to the appointment of 
Captain Smyth. 

Tam to add that, in view of the importance of maintaining the post, the Secretary 
of State in Council lias sanctioned its continuance on the present temporary footing 

ing « final decision as to the incidence of the cost. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(23793) No. 105. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 


yk 
YOUR telegram No, 157. 
Propostl was, [ understand, that Lieutenant Ranking should accompany Vieo- 
usil on his usual summer tour in order, firstly to enable latter to travel away from 
routes notably in Kuhgalu country or Pushtikuh about which information is very 
this necessitates leaving his [+ which] he cannot do unless it 
ible person be left in charge of it; secondly, to train Ranking to replace 
ner when he goes on long leave early next year, Lorimer, thinking that 
of India’ took Ranking with him in th 
a reply to his application and on an understanding with the latter that no 
unauthorised expe caused to Government in case of refusal, 

In view of nature of local political questions and need for spectal 
‘qualiticat iling with Bakhtiar’ Khans it i most important that: a competent 
than should be available to replace Lorimer, and latter consilers Ranking best min for 

essity is accontuated by recent find of oil, Considerable progress mule 
1 will he completed: if course suggested he 
continuity of policy, Both are now at Tspahian. 
ees, ani in view of Lorime Witional expense of 
g heing with him instead of at oil works would be i able, L venture to 
Support propos y 


Tehran, July 9, 1908. 





(23724) No, 106, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recrived July 9.) 


Tehy ai, uly 9, 1908, 
Majesty's Government. 
am No. 203 of the 7th instant, Minister for Foreign Aifirs 
modified in the manner T suggested, which accepts the demands 
vernment. 
x 
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I consider text of the apology and of the Shal’s guarantee for the lives, property, 
and persons of the refugees satisinctory. Saturday has been fixed for the formal 
tendering of the apology. 








(28505) 
















No. 107. 
Sir Edinaydl Grey to Mr. Marling. 
hi ) P Foveiyn Office, July 9, 1008. 
ULTS to dexation. 
With rotor ni No, 203 of the 7th instant, please seport lhow soon 
the 8 crument are likely: to comply with our demands, and to 
tender the apologies. required by. His Majesty's Goverment, —(§ telegram 





No. 115 of the Ast instant.) 


This not possible for ns to allow much longer delay for a settlement on these terms, 








(23620) 


No. 108. 


Sir Biiward Grey to Mr. Marling. 






(No, 10) 


( Foreign Office, July 9, 108, 






forenee to yon tologran No, 206 of the Sth instant : 
Your tologran No, 158. gave me the ssion that His Highuess had hi 
fed that, if the seeurity of his property: were guaranteed, le should Tea 
conntry, aunt had asked: for-onr pote We therefore asked the Ru 
tio 1 tuaking representation to. this eff 
this request has 

0 Lilo not understand what obj 
Fomainy in Persia, it will be inpossible for ns to afford 
















nd in this 
» Li His 


i prutection, 











/22882| 





0, 109, 


Sir Kdivayd Grey to Mr. Lister, 
(No. alth) 
Sit, Forsign O, 008. 
1 AVE Sie F. Hortie’'s despatch No. 262 of the Ist iu act 
copy. of 4 telegram from the F Minister at ‘Tehran to his Government, come 
rutthieated to his Eseelteney: by the Prench Minister for k Affairs, relative to the 
attitude of the Russian Minister at that expital towards His Majesty 
T have to roxnest you to-express to Me Pichon the tha 
iuent for his courtesy: in communicating this document, 
highly y attinide adopted by 






es July 9A 

























nd to inform hin that they 
Lecomte in this matte 

Taam, 
Sinead) 





GREY, 








(22072) No. 110. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, MacDonald. 


(No. 168.) 
Nin, Foreign Office, Jily 9, 19 





1 PRANSMIP to yon Exeelben 





wvith copies of correspondence relative to 
ihe Coustiur representation of foreign Powers at Bushiret from which you will 
Perceive that, in view of the faet that the Norwe ment have appointed a 
Uf Lt be their Avout at that port, His Majesty’s Consul 
The espediency of securing the appoiutwent of British subjects to repre 
Rivelen Gr hott those Powers. 

Ty wonhi appear imilesirable to pe 















1 the Governments of these avo « 





© Also to Mrs Doting (Noe 7) ountith: uid lie 





Sie Part SLY, Nis, 242, 276, an 919, 

















9 









an opportu Gi 
‘rinse at any time 
ion of a British subject 
S Government in view of their spe 












ive at the port, the sel 
cable to His Majesty” 



















Tam, &e, 
(Signed) FE. GREY, 










(23761) No. 111. 













India Office to Foreign Offce-—(ite 





‘vert July 10.) 























Sir, Tndlin Office, Jul 

IN reply to your letter dated the 21th ultimo, inelosing copy of nl 
Messrs, Ellinger smd Co,, as to their proposals with rexard to the working of the 
‘ ‘Dajjar, for tho extraction of ved oxide on the fsland 





of Horn 
Secretary 













Viscount Morley conen 
B, Grey proposes to return to Messrs, 





in the reply which 
Ellinger and Co.'s letter 

Lam, Xe, 

(Signed) A. GODLEY, 











{23815} No. 112, 


The Imperial Ottoman Bank to Sir Edward Grey. —(Recetved July 10.) 






The ‘fombae Compa 
Oitoman Empire of Persian tumbeki 
hut the events now: transpiring in Pen 
Of this Comps 









importation and sale in the 
Hy at Tspabian, aud it is fearodd 
in peril the afiains and the personnel 













supplied pri 
sin may ph 











you would be good 
y the Tipe 





sli 1b.ask Tis Majesty's 
Goverment of Persia that the 
jon of the Lewgtion of 








We are informed that the 
tude, wider date of the Gth 
ign Minister, 


nnnittee of the Imperial Ottoman Bank 
stint, a sini request in idonticn 






Paris have 
toring 10 thei 









SBOROUGHL 
MEN, 















(23827) 113, 


















dard Grey—(Received July 10.) 








Tehran, July 10, 1908, 








Mr W 
Iso states: that propsirations are hein 
ramvilate 400 troops. 









lt No. 135 ave coutirmed hy M. de 
nde hy the ‘Turks 10 build 
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f23128) No. 114. 


Foreign Office to Indin Office. 


Foreign Office, July 10, 1908. 
“WITH reference to your letter of the 71 iustant, relitive to the retention of the 
HU MOAe ee entaais aaamanseect by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to, 
{rausinit, to you herewith cop atch from His Majesty’s Ch 

‘Telnan,? urgi He desirability of this measure, 
ot Ta tieRetisetl fe aiiitelllaeulle thes tien ian loba\siatonnte Morley. to. the 
paragraph of this despatch, in which Mr. Marling supports a suggestion put forward 
Hy Mr, (raha, till lately dis Majesty's Consul at Shiraz, that « small number of spare 
los should he kept at Tis Majesty's Consulate in accordance with the arrangement 
already’ in force at Tis Majesty's Leyation at Tehran. 

Se AND concurs with Mr. M 
proposed measure to he 
Lord Morley's favo 








inercasedl Consular escort 



















lering the 
mend it to 











(23644) No. 115, 


Foreign Office to Tndia Office, 


sin Foreiyn Office, July 10, 1908. 
Bixee ply to your letter of the it, relative to the retention of the 
sased Consular escort at Shir eted hy 

ou tliat he has requested the sanction of the Lords G 
‘Nrenstwy fo the continuance of this arrangement for a 
months, on the saine terms as on the last oveasion. 























Tam, &. 
) LOUIS MALLE 





(sisi 








123644) No Wh, 





Korciyn Office to Trensiiey 





Foreign Off 


July 10, 1908. 
ye to Seer: v 


¢ Edward 











BY your lettor of the 1th dia 
{le consent of the Lords Connnis 
to Tinporial funds of half the additions) eos 
Majesty's Consulate nt Shiraz, for a period of six months, of ths 
on the Al of the reliefs whereby the gusnt of that Consul 
doubled. 

The 


Inst you con ‘ 
onurs of Mis M ury to the charge 
involved by the retention at is 
ort due for reli 
was tempor 





















was the 1th December, 1907, and 
ond from that day, nently 
Vins now arisen as to whether the 
six months is necessary for 





on whieh the reliefs reached SI 
ihe period Gf six mouths, whieh must} 
espired on the 10H atime, and the squestion hy 
reteiition of the inenased eseort for a further period of 
the protection of His Majesty's. 

Yam to state that, i Sit E 
Vorsia in genera 




















iow of the disturbed condition of 
jure from Shiraz of the present 
fow Persian officials eapable of 
ory under his jurisdiction, it is extremely desirable that 











staining order in the t 
















tho escort should be maint ‘tf its present strength, and Tam to express the hope 
that the Lords Commissioners will see their cord their sanction to this 
arrangement on the sume terms as on the 





Tam at the same time to transmit, for their Lordships’ Consideration, copies 
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correspondence on the subject,* showing that Sir E. Grey’s opinion is shared by the 
Secretary of State for India, the Government of India, and His Majesty’s Diplomatic 
anil Consular Representatives on the spot. M 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 

























[23134] 


No, 117, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 10, 1908 
WITH reference to my letter of the 12th ultimo relative to the situation which 
lias arisen in connection with the erection of buildings by y at Shellilieh, 
near Shushter, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edward C 1 that hie has 
eceived a despatch from His Maj es regarding the present 
tion of this question, 






















ding the title to the land on w 
ing it on behalf of Muineot-ujjar, 

Mr. Marling: adds, however, that your Company may rest assured that every effort 
will be made to secure a satisfactory settlement of the question with as little delay as 
is possible in the circumstances. 


Ih the buildings are to stand, 








Tam, &, 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLETT. 


































(23987) No. 118. 


Messrs. Hudji Ali Akbur and Sons to Foreign Office (Received July 11.) 





111, Portland Street, Manchester, July 10, 
ain to your letter of the Brd instant, we have the Nonow to 
and hereby give you our wi surinee and guarantes that, if the Concession to 
Work the mines of red oxide in the Island of Siri is obtained, i will be controlled by 

Company in British interests, Tt is not intended to transfer or share it with any 
Her or any person other than onr own Company and its constituent members. 

Wo hiave, & 

(For Hadji Ali Akbar 

(Signet) iit 
















IM AGIA, 


Managing Director, 
LAWRENCE WHITBY, 
Divector. 





{23854) No. 119. 









‘ Mr. O Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 121.) 
(Telegraphic) R, 
YOUR telegram N 
Uhave received letter from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating. that 
the Russian officer has been attached to Russian Vice-Cousulate at Nastatabid since 
104, when Captain Dankal was appointed there. In consequence of the death of that 
pilicer, Lieutenant-Colonel van der Vlaes was appointed to succeed him, and started for 
iis post some days ago. 


St. Petersburgh, July 10, 1905 




































February 14; India Office, 
5 Now" 153, Tune 17, 1908 


y 
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[23999] No. 120. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 

(Xo, 210.) 

(Melegraphic.) P. 
THIS morning Mi 
ister of Court, on bel 


Tehran, July V1, 1908, 
ister for Foreign Affairs, on behalf of Persian Government, and 
half of the Shah, tendered formal apology in the terms which T 





refugees will, I hope, leave the Legation in the course of the day. 
rom the Shah that, the terms would be strietly observed was 
by the Minister of the Court. 








‘also communicated to me 





(24000) No 121. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 





telegraphic.) PB. Tehran, July 11, 1908. 
LEGA'TTON bastis. 
he Shah has just sent me a mes 





‘hich His Majesty expresses the desire, 
i of exile vary five to ten years be fixed in the cases of 
secondly, that four others should go to their own homes and not 
bran thivdly, Majesty will keep a strict watch on all who 
leave the Legation, in order to see that they fake no part in any agitation against His 
Majesty. 

‘Me 
b part, I lind till yesterday 

g that if their names \ 























ion, most unsatisfactory. With regard to the 

fused to give a list of the refugees in the Legation, 
Known yengeanee might be taken by the Shah’s party 
7th instant, however, an Ispahan Deputy, who 
own accord, was roveived by the Shah and him the 
names of all the more important astis, ‘he Shah now proposes long exile for six 
persons, while T haye been led to believe all through the negotiations that three or at 
Mnost four persons would be required to go out of the country for at most six or eight 
months, 
























s the second jab of His Majesty’ which is a new demand, 
wo. of the persons concerned liye in Kavadji Dagh, the eountry of the unserupulons 
Amiy Bahnduy Jang, where his auttiority and power is undisputed. 
‘Tho bustis are as it is showing great unwillingness to leave the Legation, and if 
{he third part of the message were communicated to them they would all decline to go. 
Sultanch, the official of the Foreign Office who brought me the Shah's 
dd me in confidence that His Majesty did not believe that His Majesty's 
meant to carey out theit hint tht forcible measures would be 
an Government, 
Iw reply, Easked him to inform the 
uid heen one of His 











































request that thee or four should le period: 
expressed my couvietion that these additional conditions proposed by the Shah, one 
of which implied punishing some of the persons to whom an amnesty had ‘been 
granted yith exile, would never be agreed to by His Majesty's Government; that the 
Shah's. messaxe, more especially the third part, coming as it did on the assurances 
given by the Minister of Cort this morning, aud on the warning which T had 
Conveyed in accepting the apology that our other demands must be scrupulously 
observed, would produce a most unfortunate impression, 

‘As regards the first part, venture to suggest that I be authorized to inform the 
Shah tluough the Minister for Foreign Aifairs that the limit of absenee from Persia 
will he one year; that His Majesty's Government cannot accept the second part, and 
int the second and third parts. together constitute an excuse for nullifying the effect 
of the amnesty, and that His Majesty's Government will occupy a Persian port in the 
Gulf untess their demands are serupitlously observed, 

Nothing but an explicit intimation fo this effect will, Iam convinced, force the 
Shahi to carry out the promises lve has made, 



















































[24005] No. 122 







Mr. 





Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 





(No. 212.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, July 12, 19 
SITUATION in Tabrooz, Referring to my telogram No. 192 of the 44h aan 
According to telegram received from Viee-Covsil situation is improving and wheat 
i oe into the town, In the bazaars, whieh are partly open, partios of infantry 
‘Three leaders of the Natior 
but the ex-Governor-General hi 





















list party hav 
left there for Ri 











ken ast in the French Consulate, 
ia, 










[24006] No. 123. 





Mr. Marliny to Sir Wdiward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 





(No. 213) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, Jul 
y a zl , July 12, 1908, 
ZILESSULTAN, Referring to your telegram No. 160 of yesterday. as 
His Majesty's Consuls at Ispahan and Shiraz have been instructed in the senso of 
your telegram under reply to warn Zil-es-Sultan and to adviso lim, unless ho hae the 


{press permission of the Shah to do s0, not to go to Ispahian Iu to leave Porsa vis 


As regards joint representations to the 










hah, I will consult M. de Hartwig. 








[24083] 












No, 124. 






Count de Satis to Sir Edward Crey.— (Received July 18.) 
I) 






(No. 147. Commerei 
Si 






Berlin, July 9, 1908, 
, Commercial, of the 27th ultimo, T 
ers’ in Berlin as to whether they ad 
id to German trado in Persia on 
‘Prade Report: of 1906, which T 





WITH reference to your despateh No, 
sed inquiries to he made at various hook 
‘any publications, either official or non-official, in 
T was informed that the latest was sin offed 
Nexis of too early a date to he of interest to your Department 
he * Voss Zeitung” However, publishes a Tette fom its ‘eran cor 
pondent short account of the proceedings of Herr Jung the (i 
(ammereial Attaché at Constantinople, who was instructed last year to Tine 
joumey through Persia and report on the openings existing for German trade. lore 
jing Began his jouray in Khorasan, and thence journeyed south to Kain, rom 
e he tray le desert to Yerd and Kirman, and fiom the Intter ) 
Bunder Abbas, which Herr Jung consi sreialtadar nena 
Biter Abbas, Jung considered to be the most advantageous site fi 
fecal Sez-bore and lanl Dome trade, After levi Danan TEA 
ie Gulf ports, then he proceeded to Bussoraly, and up the Vigits to Beustads whe 
lie traversed Ku istan to Hanada, an ven uallyareaalial Tait ane ee 
Writing Herr Jung was in Tehran. He expressed the opinion that Porsin otter 
{aluable opportunities for Gorman rade hit he Stated that to engage piss nla 
Was a matter of difficulty, and would require a thorough 
of Persians and Persian conditions, rom Tel Mae Heo Ue 
: . From ‘Tehran Herr Jung intended to 
z in order to ¢: e N v1 Porsi ich hi ; HER 
Tae fo explore Northern Persia, after which his labours Would ho 
Tam making inquiries from Sir F, Oppenheimer a i 
‘seeriined, confidentially or otherwise, abd the matter, Neuer anything cam be 














































T haye, & 
(Signed) 









bE SALIS, 
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(24233) No. 125. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 18.) ° 


‘NILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary cf State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 9th instant, relative to the use of the British flag on native dhows 
in the Persian Gulf. 


India Office, July 11, 19 












Inclosure in No, 125. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 








(Welegraphie,)  P. Suly 9, 1908. 
PERSIAN Gulf: Use of British flag by dhows. Your telegram dated the 


29th Ma 
‘ajor Cox’ Report wi 
ign Secretary to Politic: 





fowarded with weekly letter of the 25th ultimo from our 
Si y, India Office, We think it will be better, in 














(24235) No, 126. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 13.) 

(No, 211) 
Velouraphic.) 
T WAVE 
conditions ir 


Tehran, July 13, 1908. 
» from the Shah that His Majesty modifies his 


















Bor 
achalf 
the lis however, ready to go to 

No alteration is made in the second conditions, but with regard to the third the 
Shah renews assurances of his intention to fulfil his engagements, 

It would nevertheless, U think, be salutary fo make the intimation suggested in 
the last paragraph of my felesram No. 211 of 

1 think, however, that in the cireumstanc 
to leave the Lexation, but they still show the great 





is reduced to one and 
eis now omitted from 














can continue to urge the refugees: 
t reluctance to go, Some may 








possibly absolutely refuse, Should T be justified in ejecting them 
‘wo persons have heen released und of our demands, 
Sendai Mansur is to be sent to Khorasan, and Jelal-ed-Dowleh and Ala-cd- 





Dowleh proceed to Hurope. 
he persons in refuge in the F 
jeral apprehension continy pite of these reassuring signs, and people 
ye under the impression that their lives are in danger are constantly saying that 
they wish to come to Gulalick. Iam in hopes of being able to prevent them from 
doing this 








‘ition have gone, 















{24235} 127) 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 








Foreign Office, July 13, 1908. 
At Legation. 
to your telegram No. 





211 of the 11th instant, and No. 214 of the 








derstand that the period of we from the conntry has heen 
cond point, it is not possible to raise an objection 
to requirement that four of the refugees shall proceed to their own homes; nor to the 





audjustod ina sati 








(24367) No, 129". 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling, 


tegru i ly 18, 1908 
‘elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 


PLB tain whether the Shab will be satisfied with Mr, George Barcla 
atone ta Alito tn ho place of Sir O. Spring-Rice, who is prevented 


RUBIES gem reason 


[1099] 


$5 


third point, the adoption of precautions to insure that “ hast 
existing Government whilst remaining under guaranteo in Pere 
Tt is impossible for us to ask for better 
intervene in Persian internal affairs, amd it in 
was ouly granted in Legation in order to save 
political enterprise. ‘The protection which w 
subsequent peaceable behavionr on. part of refugees, 
You should give the above explanation to the 
force to oblige them to leave. 
final they will not remain indefin 
The Shah shi on the other hand, that the refugees must remain 
ested in Persia as ir behaviour continues peaceable, ‘The facts that, it 
i been arrived at, His Majesty's Governmont, had 
action in the Persian Gulf, and. that if there is any breach 
Regards terins somo sucli step will he taken by them, aay beaonnt e 
become known, though you should not let it appear that you aye Gemien giv 
publicity to the matter. 


you should not employ. 
know that these terms are 





(24235) No, 128. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 171), 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 13, 1908, 

REFUGEES at Legation. With roferonco to your ilogram Ne: Sth oe tho 
1th July. 

In order to provide against complications in future, would it not bo possible that 
Keaation at Tehran should be closed during the timo of your absonen and ten rolugees 
Auould only: be admitted to the Village of Gulahok, and not, to vie Togation there ? 
When asylum has once been sought itis not possible for us to guamater subseq ently 
auvthing more than a safe condiict to the fronties, and. protection erg only be given 
Mita there is imminent danger to life, ‘This must be clearly undertone” tieioe we 
aullore to the above limitation, leaders of any political party may len ange are 
Aoiha ulvorvely, use our Legation as a refuge in onler that which mone eat 
opportunity presents itself thoy imay be enabled to renew operations. Ove policy of 

erp ayau in the internal affairs of Persia would be quite incompatible Seid 
position in which we should then he placed. 





(24361) No. 129, 
Sir Edivord Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, July 18, 1908, 


informed ux that it is undesirable to continue Workiug Moin's 
Hirouggh Strick, andl will place contract in Weir's haute 
that the protection of His Majesty's Legation sbiall continue tobe afforded 
spite of new arrangement, 
s agent at Bu Ielegraphs tliat Moin is likely to lose Hormuy, and 
trick pn K that the Gormans will got it, or that Ellingor te selling a sub- 
Concession tu them, 
Can vow ascertain facts 2 








[23793) No, 130. 
Foreign Office to Treasury, 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 13, 1908, 
TAM ditveted by ¥ Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith eopies 
Wilke etdence relative to a ‘proposal that Lieutenant J. G, Le Rauiing ey officer 
With the escort at Ahwaz, should! be placed on duty for a period not exceedine five 
1590) Ui 
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i ist His Majesty's Vi that place, 
mths on his present emoluments, to assist His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at that place, 
fi arfangenent witch Would ford incroased facilities for fore Ss Seaste 
14 ll be observe that the Seorelary of State for India is prepare to sane i 
this proposal on the understanding that the cost is equally divided between the 
i ndian Exchequers, ee ce 
See ERIEHLAE IA Coord Udi eciba aoe. aAaToa bie His Majesty's Charge 
airs nt Tehran in Tavour of the suggest arrangement Sie B. Grey i dep 
to approve aud Tam nceonlingly to express the hope tha the Lords Commissioners 
of Ths Mefest's ovary may sé their way to permit the charge to Imperial funds of 
one-half of the expense involved, which, as Mr, Marling points out, will not be 
considerable, eee 
(Signed) LOUIS MALL! 





(23114) No. 131, 
iyn Office o Initia Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 13 
MENTE See ‘ © transmit to you he 
despatch Gon His Majesty's Charagé dM Vouran,? relat 
Hl ont Acting: of Kais Tsland for 
firodl om i ish thse wh 
Resideney: Ayont at Langa. " i 
Vinh to stite that Sir P. Grey would propose, subjec 
data rove: the action taken by Mr M 


Tam, &e. 


LOVIS MAI 





123793) No, 182. 
Kavelyn Office to tnlin Office. 


Foreign Office, July 13, 1908. 
i i Ts firey edie the receipt of your 
M dlivweted by Se Sir Fawanl Grey to acknowledge the receipt of yous 
otte rot lead insiont, relative to the proposil that Lieutenant J. G. L. Ranking, 
Hoffeny vit thy eset it Abita shold bo placed on duty: fora period not excee ing 
five months, oir his present emoluments, to assist His Majesty's Viee-Consul at tha 
i i P tel xehanged with 1 
Tam to temsmit to you henewith eopies of te xchang w 
ys Chitngé d’\Muines on the subject, as swell as copy of « letter which Sir 
i J to he written, expressiiig the hope that the Lonts Commissioners of 
Wry May sow their way to permit the charge to Imperial funds of 
involved by this arranzement.> j 
Sir B, Grey rceatre that th of Titi Tave already sanctioned 
Lieutenant Ranking’s appointment to act as Viee-Consul at Ahwaz during Captain 
Loriner’s absence on leave next year. 


T have, &e. 
16d) LOUIS MALLEY. 





+ Now st, Aaa 105 15, 105, and 130, 
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[24412] No. 133, 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Bateard Grey.— (Received July 11.) 
(No, 164.) 


(elegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
T have rece i 
Mr. Consul 


Constantinople, July 18, 1908. 


¥ given by Taher Pasha to the Persian Comm 
argimuent is reasserted that Article 3 of the Treaty of Erzero 
places mentioned in Article 2 of the Treaty, 
these localities are n the note addres: 
Porte. ‘Taher asserts, that ‘all the 
according to the 


ioner’s proposal the 
solely to the 
It is stated in this Article that 
cdl to the Persian Ambassador by tho 
njaks of Kurdistan’ belong to 'Dirkey 
and that up to the beginningof the ninoteenth century 
the possession of 'T It was not till then that Persia trespassod 
Turkish territory, profiting by Turkey's domestic. di 1 disastrous 
rds, ‘Taher further states that the P 
nets as regarded the real state of affairs, 
above dociinent. of any. spirit of coi 
compromise, aud it ends h 
Aiseussion of the frontier del 
“Three days ago Tzzet P, nty Turkish caval 
accompanied hy r 
much i 


ls were sent 
oyell at this, and roynstis 
etingeplice, whore anybody could 
will, 1 think, pass over 


an Commissioner to dle 
Visit him whon lie. desire 
mt further incident. 
The Piarksare bringiug the telegraph line to Mow: 
Jurracks at that phice. 
“The manifesto. issued 
indifference. Tt had be 
tion amongst the people. 


ans and any building permanent 


Y the Shah has. beow received. he 
1 telegraphed and copies were th 


® swith compartive 
printed for distribue 





(24439) 
aed Crey.— (Received July VW) 


Constantinople, July 1A, 1908, 


ions which the Itussian Chargé qAMfaires and 1a 
nee of Purkish troops to Cherik, reported in May Wratis, 
of the Gih nil the construction of barracks at Mawana 
n Mr, Marling’s telegram No, 209 of the 10th instant, the Grand Vises 
Ait He had no news on cither subject, but that he would make inquiste by 


He also told us that the leading Kurdish Chiefs in the vi 
et th essarit Of He nd given him a formal en 

hie Sunni Kurds in Persian territory, and. to vett 
the frontier, 


¥ of the frontiee had 
nt not to sti up 
in from advance 





No. 135, 
Me. Macling to Sir Edwarit Grey.—(Received ily 14.) 
Tehran, July VA, 


rain No. 90 from Vice-Consul at Tabrei 


ntar Rahim Khan entered the town with 1,000 horsemen and 


three cmon. ‘The revolutionaries had delivered one cannon and’s fer rifles to him 
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Previous to his entry. A hand of about 100 strong, entrenched behind harricades, are 
opposing the Government troops who are trsing to capture them. Since noon to-day 
h ing has continued unceasingly, and I am informed by a reliable person that 

® they surrender cannon will he used. Cavalry, who have orders to prevent 
any one from leaving or entering the town, are guarding all the roads. 





(24435) No, 136, 


pan) Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 
No. 216, 
(Pelographie,) P, 

FOLLOWING is secret :— 

A Russian newspaper correspondent, who makes use of the pseudonym of “Skith 
has gent articles of a violent nature, accusing us of fomenting Republican ideas in 
Persia and of violating the Anglo-Russian Agreoment, to the “Golos Moskwa” and 
 Uini Krai!” Tt is said that these articles wero telegraphed from the private office of 
the Russiin Legation without being censored. 


Thaye learned above from an imprejudiced European. 


Tehran, July 14, 1908, 





[24436 No, 187. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Biward Grey—(Recetced July Us.) 


v, Tehran, July 14, 1908. 

PERDAY the Shah brought back from Khorassan, where they lad been 
imprisoned, the leaders of the ronghs whom he employed in the gun square in 
December last, Carviages were sent to meet them by the Shah's onlers, 





(24437) No, 138. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward. Grey—(Recetved July V4.) 

(No. 215.) 

(Volowraphie,) —P: Tehran, July 14, 1908, 
YESTERDAY about thirty of the refugees in His Majesty's Lega 

departure, mai 





|23815) No, 139, 


Sir Edivard Grey to Mr. Mavfing. 
(Noe 1220) 
fir Foreign Office, July 14, 1908. 
TGURANSMIM 40. pour lienawitlt cong. of al letter Bence itnporal Ott 
Hky® Koquosting the Hof His Mijesty’s Leation at Tolan ou belialf of the 
Sold div Voniba ihicy with copy of the reply which T lave caused to he 
retiined to that commen ts 

Vivi to request you tortake suc steps as you properly eat to assist the 
dv Tan far'as its interests arw identical sith those of British subje 

Tam, &e, 

Signed LOUIS MALLE! 
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(24006) No. 140, 
Foreign Office to India Office 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 14, 1908, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transinit to you herewith a 
ofa telegram from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, relative to the proposed 
departure of the Zil-es-Sultan. from Persi : 

It will be within the recollection of Viscount Morley that His Majesty's Chargé 
@Affairos at St. Potersburgh reported in his telegram No. 109 of the Ist instant a 
suggestion made by the Russian Government that Hi fovermment. might 
provide a ship to convey His Imperi aay and thus to 
frustrate other Persian 
port. 

MY am to inquire whether Lord Mosley would fea disposed to axihiorize the Gorors: 
nent of Tndia to assign a ship of the Tndian Marine for this purpose in the event of the 
7Zil leaving Persia. 

Tn that case he would suggest that the Zil should be conyeyed to Bombay. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED, 





(23815) No, 141, 
Foreign Office to the Imperial Ottoman Bank, 


Foreign Office, July 14, 1908, 

x to acknowledge the receipt of the 
letter of the i lated the 9h instant, requesting 
the proteetic an on behalf of the “Société du 
"Voubac.” 

Tam to in i dy Tombae" not be 
viterprise, His Majesty's Governmont are prechuled from extending official prot 
to it, but that ac letter will be forwarded to His Majesty's Chargé dati 
a i i$ 10 take such stops as he properly. can to assist 
Company, in so far as their interests are identical with those of British subjects. 

8, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 





(24460) No. 142, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July V5.) 

DHE Und 
Scoretary of State for 
herewith, for the infor 
Viceroy, 
Meslied. 

India Office, July VA, 1908. 

Inelosnre in No. 112, 


Viscount Morley to Gorerunient of India. 


(Telegraphic, 

PLEASE 

In conseque t of the Military 
Attaché at Meshed, L have suxgested that the matier should be further considered, 
aud that the Army Council. should be cous Pending final decision as to the 
inwideuce of cost, the appointment may, in the meanwhile, be continued on the 
present striet}y temporary footing. 





[1500] 
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124440) No. 148. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey. (Received July 15.) 





(No. 219, 
(Velegraphic.) P. 
MR. WRATISLAW'S telegram 
10th instant respecting the Tureo-Po 
Russian Minister and 1 have drafted a joint note for presentation to the Persian 
Government, bit, we consider that the present is scarcely a suitable moment for 
iivessingg then in view of the recent events on the frontier, on which the representations 
af Constantinople appear to have had no influence whatever, 
Following is confidential 
‘Mhe Parkish Military 
Urging his country on, 





Tehran, July 15, 1908. 
No. 4 and any telegram No. 200) of the 
n frontier, 




























here has told me that 
n made a boast of it. 





powerful friend” was 








(24521) No. 144, 


«Mr. Marliny to Sir Edieard Grey.—( Received July 15.) 








Tehran, July 





atch No. 17 of the 9th July, 1906, 
ont from His Majesty's Reside 
emnurders are alive and well, ani 
ten Were reported to the Lé 












stor 











fains to have died two years ago, 
tly objection to suggestion which Resident makes, dat His Majesty's 





y to protect the pearl fisheries. should make 
Mis would, in my opinion, be the only mea 





to capture these men 
8 ait On disposal for obtaining 








/24538) No. 115. 


Me. Marling to Sir Bdwrard Grey.—(Receteed July 15.) 





‘Tehran, July V5, 1908, 
/ sitmiition, 


Hi continnation of my 
Consul reports that an 
fightin: continy 







A the 13th instant, Mis Majesty's Vi 
Af revoliitionaries has increased, and that 











|24546) No. 146, 


Me. Martiny to Sir Bidward G) 





—(Received July 15.) 
hice) Dy 
P night 
(hit it ordoy to settle thea 
iis, His huperial Highn 
Ment Havel north, avok 





Tehran, July 
rived in Tspahan, ‘The Acting Consulet 
‘onnts of the Government of 

ishes to passa few weeks i 
ings Pehran, and leave the country by th 
Vihink that if ula ns at Tspalian, 
the conntey will be rendered mn cult, andl the. Russ 

as ea Hee geet General has accordingly been instructed to wam Hes Tope 

Hoss tliat S Government will foel themselyes under no obligatien te, 
for hin if he prolongs his stay, and that it would be hest for him tg 

maw as soon as possible for his dupartire, 
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(24435) No. 147, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 


(No. 249.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Foreign Office, July 15, 1908, 
PERSIA. He 
With reference to telegram No. 216 of the 14th instant from. ‘Tehran, 
Have articles indicated appeared in the press ? 





(23613) No, 148, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


Foreign Office, Julu 15, 1908, 
sian Chargé d’Affaires called at this Office on the 7th instant ani handed 
Uinitg Mallet the translation of telegram from the Persian Minister: for Mormiee 
AMlairs asking Mis Majesty's Government to abate theit demand. that apology 
should be tendered to them for the conduet of the Persian Government causing the 
anprosches to His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran to be patwolled by troops, 

‘This demand, said Mehdi Khaw, was a very havd one fn the forin te which tt had 
boon made, 

Mx Mallet replied that, he could inform him at once, without referenee to me, 
{hat there coull be no question of complying with this wqtest, hut, on the congas 
tnless the demands of Iis Majesty's Goverament wore complied with it om 

n become necessary to increase them. 
{Yelidi Khan promised to inform his Government of this answer by t 
Copy of the paper loft by Mehdi. Khan is inclosedd, 


Tam, &e, 
ned) K. GREY, 


——————— 
Tnclosure in No, 148, 


Prince Ala-es-Saltaneh to Persian Chargé d' Affaires in London, 
translation.) 
(telographie,) 
WITH reference to the comp! 
streets, whic 


08.) 
ition roganding 


at 
martial iw, the Goy compel st police guards every 
where and in all thoroughfares, hargé dA ng that it was intended to 
surround the plaint. The Chief of the Cossacks was immediately, 
reets in the neighbourhood of the Loxition, sy 
ear ox from afar, for the Chargé W@Affuires t6 be 
*t, fo relieve the mind of the Chargé d’Atfaives, most of what he hid 
“1 has aevepted, and we were perfectly confident that he had been fully satilied, 
il that there sould not he a renewal of discussions, Vesteslay, howerena nag 
(ine from the Chargé d’Affaices, in which hie states that, by the instructions of hig 
Government, he makes the five following proposals to us:— 
1. ‘To remove Coss 
they should not 


for 
1 Affairs, on behalf of the 4 town 
‘idence of the Legation 


Legation on 


all Majesty, to he given to the 1 
the safety of life, property, and person of those why have taken tetuge 
tion, 


* Word tndsey pherable, 











92 


5. Should there be, among the refugees, persons accused of crime—other than 
Political crime, which has now been pardoned—they must be properly tried in the 
presence of a member of the British Legation. 











‘The above are the proposals contained in the Chargé dAffaires’ note; they cause 
the greatost astonishment for it has never been the object of the Imperial Persian 
Government to besiege Mis Britannie Majesty's Legation. As the city was under 
iartial law, it was compulsory to post military guards in all the quarters of the city 
‘ind in all public thoroughfares, Probably if there had been no guards in different 
parts of the city some thousands of persons would have gathered at the Legation as 
they did two years ago, and how much trouble they would have caused! It i certain 
iat Tis Britannic Majesty's Government would not have desired it and do not 
desire it, Nevertheless, in’ view of the proposal of His Britannic Majesty's Chargé 
ndarmes were altogether removed from those streets, 
great surprise that, with all the good-will which the Tinperial 
nent have shown in dealing with the Chargé d'AMfaires) requests (at @ 
en mischicf-makers ae bent on eatsing agitation and unrest, andthe 
Government ave compelled to take measures to prevent it), and in spite of 
the pe wdship and concord that exists between the two Govermments, His 
Britannic Majesty's Legation should a ch. contrary to expectation. 
You will al onee explain the mat Britannic Majesty's. Foreign 
‘Tho Chargé @Afaixes, should e instructed ict to press the proposals, which 
y made, We have accepted and carried out sueh 
Proposals as the removal of Cossacks. As regards the refuaces in the Legation, 
itee of life and property shall As regards those that the Chargé 
shave been arrested when going to or from the Legation, sliould t 
» apprehended while going into and out of ‘the Les 
they shall also be velewed, But the vest of the proposals ave very hard and 
You will at once approach the Foreign Office on this subjeet uid send 
ft ily. 
Mioroits one’ thing further thal 1 
Cossicks reported that in the neighbourhoods of the Legation crowds of people are 
moving too much to aud fro, andl compared to previous days the 1 tie neie 
Hood of the Lexition has become kurger and some faye taken into the Le 
cookin requisites and vice, Although His Britannic Majest 
Tieng ask dl (his report and sai 
Gannot on sport of the Chiet of th 
rcport is very inconsistent with the assurances 
more persons woul he admitted fnto t 
Ty inaking: these remarks it is nob inte Wy way to complain of the Chiars 
WAMaies ov to wet in oppo 
supply: hin with reports nay. to see 
vo put Hefore hint the facts as th 
os sould not be so Hut 




























time w 
Imper 





















































Y the Chief of the 































ige of it, yet on 
ounded 5 Ii 
Mfaires that no 












and may 
the Charsgé 





are, else the proposils anade 





WAM 





|24632| No.1), 


My. Marling to Sir Edward Gre 





(Received July U6.) 





(No 


(Hak Tehran, July 1G, 1908. 





b 
momentary absence of the xholan, si 
of the Vth instant, It was only ys 
leave on the following morning, 
41 crowd of some 200 porsons madea dete 
. zate list night about So'elock. ‘The othe 
‘und the intruders eventually hieatened to foros thei in, ‘hough the gholans 
Host fo persuade them to zo away, the crowd only d on the arrival of 
some Cosssicks upon the scene, who, however, did not_use force, Just as the crowd 
was leaving the View-Consul amived, snd the exowsd implored him to allow them to 
take pti 


The risk of an invasion of the Le 









soldier on duty at the main gate and the 
men mutiaged to outer Legation on the night 
hi great difficulty that they were persuaded to 













nter the compound 
tried previow 























ation by foree scems tu be not very remote 
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during the continuance of present régime; and the convocation of th 
g iin present régime ; he Assembly 
pels date in my Spition, the only romeds: understand, Torevan tint ee 
Majesty’s Government are not disposed to advocate this course nt porno iee 
{elegram No. 166 of the Sth instant), he SERCO mC 
T venture to request that you will send me instr 










‘uetions in regard to this, 
















[24655] No. 150. 






Mr. Marling to Sir Kdvward Grey. —(Received July 163) 
(No. 234.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, July 16, 19 
QUEST ON of Tofuge in His Majesty’s Legation. Eee EDS INS: 
Techy to vour telegram No, 171 of the 18th July, I think that to close Lexation 
altogether Would not be practicable, ‘Che building of the new house und thereon 
rormeeeteate att, brogress at the Minister's house would have to be stopped. the 
Teenant Denar te Ole of Works is living in tho Legation, and the Indotuyopean 
Hiakee ya cettment and many other British subjects would bo unable to get thett 
Even if the Legation were closed it would be necessary to | 
ard of Persian soldiers, As vou will observe from my telegr 




























eave a carotaker and 
ram No, 228 of to-day, 
come to Gulahek village, but in 





rannot be trusted. About tiventy refingees have 
» Gulahek Legation there are no bastis, 























(24661) No. 151, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey-—(Received uly 10.) 














Tehran, July 16, 1908, 

gto my tologmm No, 298 of to-day, [ have. talked 
r i) who would not be averse, I think, to 

"fo the Shahiadvocating that elections forthe new Medjtise 

n early date, 

rthat M. de Hartwig is not yet convinced of the 


induce refi the Legation, though he should te py 
Be un of them have left already. 0 peut 


antl th 
the country 


BASY question. 
fhe present si 
2 















ineovity of our efforts to 
muaed by the fet tat 







include the four who 
M. dle Hnxty 

should he turned out by foree, Tn reply. T 
esty’s Governniont 


to ret 





to their hones: 











dicated ton men have purely politien! 








Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





(ivleeraphie) P. 


TH reference to yourtelezram No, 219 of the 1 
frontier dispute between Turkey ani Porsin, 


Communication respec sentatives at Constantinople may he yithhoht 





Horeign Office, July 1G, 1907. 
5th instant on the subject of the 












re) 





as 
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OL , 
instance, Ashurada Island) on the frontier in order to be ready in case of need (o 
make a demonstration. 

In reply tomy inqniry, His Ma; ‘onsul-General at Meshed reported “ Russians 
informed Governor-General and ourselves in this sense.” 
mnething was done in onler that a moral effect might be produced, 





[24546] No. 153. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 








No. 177.) me A 
(Neiogeapbie) Pp Foreign Office, July 18, 1908. 
ZML-ES-SULDAN, 
T approve the instructions sont by you to Acting Consul-General at Ispahan as 
cported in your telegram No, 222 of the 15th instant. 














(24661) No. 156. 















Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





. 178.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 
WITH reference to your telegrams 
to the general situation in Persia, 
Your telegrams show clearly that th 
being now used not me 
of this state of affai 








reign Office, July 17, 1908, 
8 and 225 of the 16th instant relative 


































[24796] No, 154, 





privilege of asylum in Lis Maj 
vasa refuge in danger, but for politienl pu 
or its renewal in future are highly undesirable, 
you should let it he known generally that in future nobody whose life isnot in danger 
‘will be permitted to obtain asylum in the Legation. 
Without forcibly expelling those bustis whose motives in taking refuge were of a 
purely political natitre, and who refuse to leave, you should enteavour to convince 
them that there is nothing more to be gained by. remaining, and that’ they had 














Mr. Marling (o Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received July V7.) 











Tehran, July 17, 1908. 
: Wy afternoon with 2 mess 
at His buper it aly a the instigation 
‘of the leading: hustis, another attempt was to be male ning to force an entrance: 
ition This Majosiy asked svbat steps C should take to prevent this. L 
ropliod Fdid not think tht communication was possible between the bastis and th 
friends outside, but that in any ease every precaution would he t 
ry. boing effected, 

‘Vhoreupon Meftab 
the Loxation heing 0 
Porsian Government 
place thos in the si 
uilded tliat w rash of 
than if Between 8 and 9 in the ey 
k patrol happened to 
of the city, 1 sliould say, nothi 
vction boyond this were taken. i 

Mhiowgh Fan: confident that Meftah-esSultaieh reported what 1 said correct 
jwenly/@ossaeks on foot were posted about the Legation componud last night between 
Ho hows of 7 and 9, and sis inorning a patrol pas 

fi fuitlion conversation Muftaloessultaneh said that it wits the r 
‘Hie Stati that the: rot shoul possible, aud that His Majest 
reiuly to give owe in TOL aud p far (hie journey, Lv reply, L 
Tit lo tell the Shale that [wis doing wy best to induce then t6 xo, but that Tcoult 
hot 4 beyond pe jon without express instructions from my ¢ 
























Although the avoidance of any appearance of intervention in the int 
of the country is highly desirable, you may, if M. de Hartwig agre 
tation ina friendly way to the Shah, urging His Majesty to convok 
me of the most Which 
may be restored in Persia and an end put to the inconyenie 

ave caused to us all, 


al allui 
ropresen- 
the Assembly at 
njutillity and confidence 

which recent events 
















Siltaneh inyuired whether 1 should have any 
riled, to which [ replied that Tanost certainly 
st clearly understand that such action on thei 
dtsagrecable situation as they had b 

is 10 tho Logation was the Inst th 
ng (this is supposed to be the dan 
the Legation, as might hy yy other 
ng, but that another incident would at once arise 




















(25339) No. 157. 









Sci 








Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 








Foreiyn Office, July 17, 1908, 

come and see me to-day, and fold hin that L 

im to do, but that 1 should like to tell 

passing this week at Tehran, 

had loft our Legation. 1 tind 

f we coal not agk for ther nyt 
ult 





T ASKED 
ad nothing w 
. for his information, what h 
AN the ‘hastis” but: twely 
Marling to tell thes © Ali 
those we had alre ured, 

















ly wished to a 








Ud 









instructed Mr, 
s further than 
therefore they hal ‘nothing to. gain hy 























shill UE the ULNTEOL Leah Mofore fast thuresies fn say Op al dane remaining in the Legation, Thad also instructed Mx them fo leave, 
fn Nae Patt Rye PT Ee AT SaETHU SE eR LEE Maa SUATS al Ty would be undesirable to expel them foretbly, and for this reason [had not told 







Mr. Mari strivt “hast” to cases in whieh it 
da nil that. if people sought asylum in 
on that we could not promise them anything 
beyond a safe conduct to the frontier. Unless some such restriction as this was made 
monbers of any political party might seek refuge with ats when things: were going. 
Dadly with them, and then leave the Legation when a favourable’ opportit 
presented ‘This would he tantamount to using, 

1 thing which we did not wish to 





mmovenout ony’ be precipitated by the departure of the refugees 
vil ss ine te opinion of thy: people, their pre 

s ovarnmiant will assist them fn sine way, 

Tn Culaick vilkige there are now sisty-three fi 
within the last two days andl are welletosto, 

sof soldiers come as fir as the bomidaries of the villa 


t present 
antee that His 





stich) 
the | 
Maj 














es, most of whom have como 





































Marlin 





e that if the Shahi would eonvoke the Assembly 

Le tHiought this would al ons and put an end to difficulties, 
Thad thought of suggesting this ste retorsburgh, hut had de 

ase T doubted whether it would. be opportune, ‘No-day, however, E 

heard from Mr. Marling that cht M. Hartwig was inclined to the opinion 

that such a step might be vile, T liad therefore instructed him that, if 

M, Harbyix was of this opinion, hie might join him in making « representation to tlie 
that the Assembly should be convoked in the interests of general security. 

also observed to Count Benckendor® that M. Wartwig and Mr. Marling. 

i to be getting on better together naw. 

Ie told mo this was confirmed hy the reports awevived from M, Hartwig, He 








ided not to 















Mr. Murliny lo Six Edward Grey, (Received July 17.) 













raphie) 2. Tehran, July 17, LIS. 
‘OLLOWING is Secret — 


keand Askhacba 


lis attack ¢ 
Winther, Russi 



















| iave reported to Military Attaché at Meshed 
the Medjliss he had evidently come to an 
at vations places (for 


it Krasnovo 
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added privately that M, Hartwig had expressed the opinion that if Mr. Marling had 
heen on the spot in Tehran throughout the recent events somo of the incidents which 
had oeoured would, ME. Tlartvig thought, ave appeared to him jn a diferent Tight, 

(Signed) E, GREY, 


debenture holders of the Company to be formed in order to be able to establish to 
his satisfaction their character and nationality, in fulfilment of the condition lnid 
down in my letter of the 18th January last. 








Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 



















(23987) No, 158, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, July 17, 1908, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, relative to the Concession 
Messrs, Hajji Ali Mchar'and Co, (Limited) desire to obtain from the Persian 
nmont for thie extraction of red oxide on the Island of Siri, I am. directed by 
hh copy of a list from the 
ich was required from them, that 

‘ish interests. 
w's opinion, the t 





(24909) No. 161, 











India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 18.) 





whi 

Gov 

Secretary Siv Edward Grey_ to. transm 

Company in ques 

the Concession, if obta 
Tami to inquire whoth 

ane sitisfactor, 






































India Office, July V7, 1908. 
yout letter of the Gth instant, as to the action to be taken in comection 
ippointment by the Russian Government of a Military Attaché to. their 
e in Seistan, Tam directed by Viscount Morley to inclose, to be laid before 
ir E. Grey, copy of telegraphic correspo i the Viceroy on the 
f de seen’ that the Governmont of India are of opinion that 
it will be better not to raise the question of the withdra: of the Russ Attaché 
from Seistan at the risk of havi W the British Attaché from Moshed 
The bearin nished in the 























ms of this guarantee 














Tam, & 
neil) 





A, CAMPE 








from which it appears tha 
Consulate since 1904, and that the vacancy th 

ly filled up. Tt is thus no longer a” question of repr 
¢ ment the objections to ereating a new appointment in th 
but of asking them to abolish an appointment which was in « 
conclusion of the recent: Agreement concerning, Persia 

Tn these cinmstances Lord Morley is of opinion that it may be 
question of addressing the Russian Government. on the suljjeet till n decision haw 
sv anvived at as to the continuance of tho British \ttachéship i Meshed, whieh was 
discussed in my letter of the Stl instant, He suggests, Cuvth iB, Grey's 
consideration, that it would he mo: nforimable 10 the spirit and purpose of the 
Anglo-Russian Agreement to withdiaw ou Military Attaché from Meshed, and for 
Russia to withdraw hors from Seistan, 


(23647) No, 159, 
Foreign Office to War Office 










n tho post: has heen 
i to the Russian 
British “zone,” 
fence Hefore the 










Foreign Office, July V7, 1908. 
lary Six Edward Grey to ixmsmit £6 vou herewith copies 
0 tio question of whethier the post of Military Attaché to 
Mis Majesty’s Consulate-Cenexil at Meshed should he maintained or abolished, and 
to state that he would ho glad to learn the opinion formed by the Army Coun 
the subject from the stantpoint of Tmporial military interes 
Of tHlost papers: 

{nthe ineanting, the Russian Government laye appointed a Militiry Attaché 

sti, 

Hand 
Yoquested 
fle siel 
Military At 














spondence relat sirable {0 di 














Lam, &e. 
neil) A. GODLEY 





Morley. has given his opinion that the Russian Government should be 

tive clfect to this appotutment, It has heen pointed out, in reply, 
yeaquuest will nveessarily be met with a demand for the withdrawal of the 
hé At Meshed, 


















Lat, 
wil) 


A, CAMPBELL, 





Inclosure in No. 161, 


(23761) No, 100. 


Korelgn Office to Messrs, Ellinges and Co. 





Gove ument of India to Viscount Morley. 








Silly 2, 1908. 
iy Attaché, Your 
ion to Russia 
wont of Milit, 
«. Russian Government, 
veh ab Meshed, in sending a Stat 
Seistinn, Ins it in view to propose hereafter that both the Mashed 
11 appointments should tw abolished. s little for a Russ 
do that cannot he done hy Russian Consul. The last Russi 
lhis way Inck to Rawsiag itis doubttal w 
wy in Seistan for long. Wo think it better not to 
ition of all the ei tastanees,. 


AN. Russian Consu 
ni of the 23rd instant. M 
th 
mi of whieh w 
improbably realizing the import 







te: Appointuient of Mil 
wonld raise no, objec 
question of appoint 
tach great importa 
eof or A 












itlemen, Foreign Office, July 17, 1908. 
1AM directed hy Secretary Sir Edward G nuowledge the reeoipt of your 
letter of the 16th ultimo, rekitive to the working of the Concession held by the 
Mudinsct-ugjar for thi tion of red oxide it the Island of Hormuz. 
im {0 inform you, in reply, that, so long 

Hatuls and so Long as you continue to fulfil the eondit 
of Mis Majesty's Government was origin 
roveive that support thy 
Dam to add that 








|. to the rete 









































mijn in Colonel's position swould 
Piso any objection, on consi 











* Noone 

+ Sin C, Springetticn, Ny. 108 
SiC. Spoiled, Now 135, Teleenagh 
ie Te danary 21 to fhdia Oi 
‘Mojoceaphic, Ajeil 20; Mee Marl 
nite, Neel 
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[24900] No, 162. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 18.) 





retary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
of Sinte for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Vicoroy, dated the 15th instant, relative to the Zil-es-Sultan, 


India Office, July V7, 1908. 











Tnelosure in No. 162, 
Viscount Morley to Government of India, 


(Velographic.) P, 
FOREIGN OPETCH inquire whet 


India Office, July 15, 1908. 
her T would authorize provision of Indian 
vessel for the conveyance from Bushire to Bombay of the Zil-es-Sultan, who 
vised by the Consul at Shiraz to leave Persia by the first-named port. I 
‘1 if you will let me know without delay whether you have any objection, 











mar 
is bei 


shall he’ 














(24901) No, 163, 
Indi Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 18.) 


VE Under-s 





tary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
tury of State gn AD (J, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
cwith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of telegram from the 
Vieovoy), dated the V7th instant, relative to tht 


India Office, July V7, 1908. 











Inclosure in No. 163. 


Government of Lidia to Viscount Morley. 







July 17, 1908. 
instant. 
steamer from Bushire to 
‘wy inistructions will be issued to Resident, 
as stuted in your telegram of the 3rd instant, 
from Bombay to Europe. Objections are foreseen 
are to be made 
treat him, are requested. 














country. 
for lim at Bombay, and instiuetions 








to how wi 








(24796) No. 10k. 


Sir Biveard Grey fo Mr. Marting. 








(No. 17.) 
(Velographie,) P. 
Legation, 
ith reference to your t 
You should, if there is yeason, to.app 


Foreign Office, July 18, 1908. 
iy ly 












ram No, 226 of the 17th July, 





end the taking of bast in large numbers, 
Keep the gates of the Legation closed, You should also give publicity through the 
popular leaders to the fact that any attempt to use the Legation for political purposes 
‘or to foree an entrance to it will be resented by THis Majesty's Government. 















[24993] 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 228.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, July 19, 1908. 
ALY latest information from His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Tabreez is to the effect 

that the Revolutionary party have gained the upper land. Hostilities are suspended 

for the moment, and the local Commander-in-chief of the Shah has been compelled to 

‘withdraw from the town. 














[25021] No, 166, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 
(No. 808.) 


Sir, St. Pelersbu 
TAVING received your t 








igh, July 8, 1908, 
201 of the 2nd’ instant’ on the following 




























T called on the Mini ‘oreign Affairs in the course of the day, 1 
fement of the demands which His Majesty's 
ng to present to the Shah in satisfaction for the 





i Logation. I made the explanations 

which Had guided Ifis Majesty's Government 

ked the support of the Russian Governinent for 

ppreciation of the regard for Russia shown 

ing upon their demands; said that the Imperial 

“unconditional support,” sand’ promised to. telegraph 
that sense to M. do Hart 

que: ent action in Persia, 1 stated to his 

that the situation created in Tolan Russian offer as. Govemor- 

ing out the Shah's measures against the Assembly and. the popular 

on the to Legations extremely difficult, — THis 

king this situation a pretext fo 

of non-intervention the 

d they could not depart from it, "T inust tell his Excellency 

i looked on what had occurred in 

n. ‘he understanding be 

Persia on the basis of no 

alfairs ; but it could not be denied that recent oceurn 

of intervention on the part of Russia. 


M1 ith considerable heat, the suggestion 
that Russ 





ndicated by you 














ent would giy 
oly 









































n the to Go 
ance in Pe 






ments Was 
¥ would co operat 














as ' inst the agitators, 
mid in ti 


wcted a 
sk 
elect; and hi 
fi from hay 
did not at the 









fivan, he 
mom the real facts in regard 
ction, wheth ral, or what 
his actual position was. M, Isyolsky went on to say that Colonel Liakhof yy 
hud been for the last four years, in the employment of the Persian Gover 
Me would naturally think himself bound to carry out the Shali’s orders. ‘he Cossack 
Brigade being the only organized force in ‘Tolan, it. was inovitable that it should 
lay 4 prominent part in an emergency of this kind, Tt provided the only means for 
the maintenanee of order, and also, as must uot be forgotten, the only safeguarl for 
the fore van and the foreign Legations. The brigade would have acted 
in the same way commanded bya European officer other than a Russian, 
Doubtless, M would lave been in some ts preferable that its 

Russian, How far Colonel Liakhof’s action would be 
‘umeut was 4 matter which would be considered later, 
scertained, 






























approved by the Rt 
When the facts 
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military action in North Persia, ‘That is a contingency which it may be said with 
confidence that the Russian Government is at the present moment above all anions to 
avoid. M, Isvolsky fully realizes that the danger of its occurring is increased by the 
excessive prominence of Russian oflicers and Agents in North Persia, and it is satisfuc- 
tory to hear that General Palitzine is of the same way of thinking. 1 believe the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs at any rate will do what lies with him to keep the activity of 
local Agents within bounds, At the same time it seems obvious that the circumstances 
of whieh his Excellency is so apprehensive are more likely to occur if the popular eause 
should triumph thay while the Shah retains the upper hand. For example, if the 
royalists were defeated, Russian officers might lose their lives, or there might be retali 
tion against Russian Agents, Consular, and others. ‘Thus Russia must necessarily desire 
to maintain the present Shah on the throne, not only because of the advantages which 
{ie may derive from the Prince’s favourable disposition towards herself, but also because 
he were defeated there would be a danger of complications foreing her to military 
Tt is therefore only to be expected that the Russian Government will continue 
ve their moral support to Mohammed Ali Shab, and their readiness to follow the 
policy of non-interference will be limited to that extent. believe, however, that 
subject to this limitation, M. 1 will be found ready and ansious to ‘avoid 
unnecessary’ interference in ian internal affairs, He is keenly to the 
Aizadvantages of Russia being made responsible for reaction in Persia, and therefore 
prepared to advise the Shah in a cons Ise, AS to his anxiety to co-operate 
with His Majesty's Government in Persia, there cannot, I think, bea doubt, 
T have, &, 
zneil) HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


esty’s Legation towards the popular 





With reference to the attitude of His M: tion tow 
z, Lanade a statement to his Excelleney in the terms indicated in your telegram, 
ing that His Majesty's Government. could not believe that the charges of int 
Against members of the Legation were based on anything but fabrications from Persian 
sources. They ought: not to be accepted without proof, nor allowed to disturb the 
rood relations between the two Governments. I added that similar stories directed 
heninst the Russian Legation were received by His Majesty’s Government and 
dlisvezarded by them. Ilis Exeellency received my statements on these points without 
comment, 





























Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH OBEIRNE. 





















(25023) No. 167. 


Mr. O'Beivne to Sir Bdward Greyom( Received July 20.) 









St. Petersburgh, July 9, 1908, 

JOK occasion on the 4th instant, whew making a communication to M, Tsvolsky 
{o point out to his Fxcelloncy that the proniinent part taken recently 
Ty Colonel Linkholt would have the result of saddling Russia in the eyes of the world 
With the responsibility for the Shah's violent measures. The papers at that tine were 
full of accotity of eruelties practised on the royalist side, Tsnid that the Ru 
Gamimaniler sould’ he nude answerable for these ; and it would be. impossible 

jrouple to, believe Init that the Colonel Giroushort the recent crisisiwvas the a 
Russia, Whe result nag cmbarenssing fn somentiat dilferent ways, both to the Ru 










rogrding Pe 













































































uid to His Majesty's Government, ant 1 supposed that M. Txvolsky would agree with Si 
ORR hat Catonel LIAKhof? should hofore long restmve fy duties (25025) No 108; 
as tt tle Co ahh Uy alone ae dateu ut rae : Mr. OPBeirne to Sir Haward Grey—(Received July 20.) 
while alfiry were ina critieal state ny and the (No. 814) , 
if jeade and its Command possibl: 1 % 
CEC ete Cae ROG Nance a se se apo on une bea ll 10s 
sunviily ty cemnove that ofc fm is HSL REE ERE RTL WITH reference to your telegram No, 202 of the 2nd instant, Thaye the he 
nie ol aps yet depot Fase Ca RR ty report that T nicntioned the question of the apponunent of a Russian, Mil 
eeriows sort of fiterference Ty th 3 Atjaché in Seistan to M. Isvolsky in conversation, and! at his request L wrote. hi 


vectitly, been spoken of 
aterday the Minister tor Foreign Affairs retutned spontaneously to this sebject 
(hit Colonel Hiakhol’s action ih the recent erisis had heen taken entirely 
independently of the Russia Goverment, TP was even contrary to the standinys instruc 
tions tron the Tapert the Colondl took service with the 
Shah M. dsvolshy wast could not b what 


private letter to remind him of the matter, 
ly been a Iussia 

Thave the honour to inclose copy of a letter received from his Bxcelloney in rep! 
stuting that a Russian officer has been attached to the Russian Vieo-Consulate 
Nasrataliad since 1901, when Captain Dantal was appointed there, and that Lieutena 
Colonel van der Vines has now been appointed to succeed Captain’ Dantal, decease 


T stated that I thought there had not 















fovermnont under whic 
Niuwd to think that the 




















» be tind done; Ne was driven te it by for a mstariees. Mt Tal ; s an 
See tee tt eae ame ouhe ose iene)” Fiver ours 





Nevertheless, the part which he liad played was hy no mems agreeable to his 
Jeney, for he had to reeounize thal it placed a responsibility on the Russian Governnient 
whieh he did no wish to assim, anid whieh w vavily on hin, Ie had di 

the matlor at th with the Chit of the tntl, under whose orders C 
Lindon sas, anu! Goners rovid that tthe Colonel's prominent uction was 











‘foul Tnclosure in No, 168. 


















M. Isvolsky to Mr, O'Beirne. 























He said of the conspicuous rile just 

‘Photo asain the Consil-General liu 
as ittent her to blame hin. 
ani occupied a special position there, 
ad th on all sides, to: nse his influence to bring 
Mt wi vossation of the fighting, Fortunately, his mediation had heen euecesstul, hut 
fit it had not ez, where there was no organized force such 
ats the Cossack brigade, was very critical one, His Exeelleney by no, means shared 
Mode Hartuie's optimism in regard to the present ontlook in Persia. M. de Hartwig: 
reported that Uhe Shali’s victory: was complete, and that the revolutionary movement was 
ely ertished. Mz tsvolsky felt by no means s se, fie concluded, 
onious action of the two Goyernm ing the best means 
with ditligulties such as he fiad indicated. 

us aliove described the Minister for 

circumstances arising in which I 










Mr. O'Be 
nipouse 5 vs 





-Petershourg, te 26 Juin, 19 
re lettre dh i 


pir vous informer du fait que: 





Tiy thy Rigsian C 
i his. instructions, 
yal nestled many y 

{He could not well refuss, whom appe: 





erois 
























apitaine Dantal qui av choisi alors pour ovenper le poste 
icier Stunt mort Lannce ila fall penser a kv remplacen, 
ot lechoiy du Ministire de la Guerre est tombe sun te Lieutenant-Colonel van der Vlaes, 
ui est parti pour son poste il ya quelques semaines de coli et qui doit, jo suppost, 
nde ces jours, 






























Votre, &e 
(Signé)" ISVOLSKY 




































Aifuirs evidently lind in his 
be forced to take some 
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(24400) Bee: 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 14.) 
Saae St. Petersburgh, July 10, 1908, 
” IAVE the hononr to trausmit herewith eopy of an official eommnniqné, published 
in th rnal de Saint-Pétersbourg” of yesterday, in regard to the a n of Colonel 
hoff during the recent events in Tehran and the part taken by the Russian Minister 
in this connection. 
Tiave sent a copy of this commumication to Mr. Marling, 
i Thave, Xe - 
igued) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


Tnclosure in No. 169. 


Evtract from the © Journal de Saint-Petershourg” of July 9, 1905. 


Les Evenestenis De TAH ERAS. 


AVA fin de Thinnde dennitng, Jorsayio éhévan se vit he theatre de le Tutt 

Gute Ne Medijlisn et les avactionutines, Ie Colonel Liaklioff, Command 

ss Cosco Pes strietement ile tonte 
Va Hutte des partis putiliy as oil des auesires Paction contre la 
ion nationale doviendea Rises avaiont 4 céder 
Ailes olticiaas Porsins derulers, ve ou pour i 
Tioidynastio, anni piu te ii Sultan, soutenu par les rivohitio 
tual Aiiljouiions; ais suqiol be Parloment était absolum ger, Comme 
hy vie di Sehily se tronvait mennuies le Colonel, Liakhoff, ea verti des. isteictions 
scduiGvalos qu'il avai regties, wisi que div dovoir direct ineosiba 


res 
sis la dlirvotion générale dy Colonel Liakhioff, en 
(io) Comnrandinn in-corps de: hroupes: Porsan 
Te LO Tat, ft Pucho, Lihat yogat Vordro du Sehab Wenvoyer in détuichement de 
Los A ytod A MW Mosqade de Sipekhesili, que: wait ote Ne refuge do 
Hisiuire couspiiicnes, Co dstachoniont, ayant ise tote aii oflicior Porsan, rogtit 
nnae Hl Teqnpairen des eriafwels sas neccurin alas aris, Voulat gatucteer days Ta 
usiqadcy lui Cosaques. Paretis: firant acgunillis pari des fine ake salve tikes dl 
neealudecct du itinent i Medjtiss, sit’ dents, par tes allée din Prince Zil 
CU lis iyeulitesitos Anvdjoumerioc qui sty dtaient vetrancliés, ‘Taes Cosuqn 
Duis tani Hnsiat lorie t ays HinFueds, nen vignit hilly Ta résistanc 
Worl 
Vou raifitts airiyoront 
AH artittorio, a 
rdvolutiqniiives dh 
fies, ot Hes revolution 
Hajebr des homilies. Tay situation le: la br 
jis ar ln deruiive eytromitGaloyinee f 
Ie Paldis, oi <igeaiont tes Ministresy ent important au 
point dy sue te ti emacter 1 ‘ 
Moljliss, te Colonel Liakhiall se couformait es jmeédiats div Schah ne pouvant, 
ovideann collaboration; on ‘iéraut que is Rusces se 
Heotivent an servioe lit Scluth, se Fofits aumtit éhe interpnite comime nn acte de desertion, 
pompétie wn moment du danger etd he faew ae ta fone dos conspitstenirs contre le 
Sofhiliy donit ly difense ineou 
copendant, ayant ppt revitir Ke Colonel 
tions le Ciouvemonrdendral ate Représontant a 
sat le Méégucr au Palais im droguman, pour protester vontre cette 
hu reconniut le hien-fondé des arguments do M, Hartwiss ot nomina 
He Prince Moayedsoud-Dooulé, Quant aus forecs stmces. mise 
Jv disquisition dit Gonvernons-isneral, elles finrent plarces sous les ordins de Linkholt, 


ue Pige important 


des auembres du 


chargé de la police de la capitale et inv droits de Commandant de la garnison, 
Ensuite, Torsque Je Colonel Liakhoff, obéissmt an Schah, publia, sous sa propre 
signature, 1m Réglement sur Jes mesures (ordre & observer dans la capitale, le Ministre 
de Russie trouva nécessaire de notifier 'imégularité de cette proeédure, ct de prier le 
Schah de remplacer Ie Réglement en question par wm nonveau, émanant de 
Persanes, 3 
Tl est A obser Yapr’s Je mewtre div Sehal Nassrmed-Di 
govski, qui cot it Ia brigade a cette poqne, ent X jouer am role identique 
celui incombé actuellement au Colonel Liakhoff, Ti faut constater, en autre, yen 
temps ord c'est le Commandant igade qui est chargé di service ordre 
dans la capitale, ainsi que de la protection des Léxations, des étraigers, et de la poptiie 
tion, Dans les dernier événements, Ia Brigade des Cosaques Persians a vend des 
1 plus apprécids, quelle «tait la seule force militaire bien organisée ot 


née, dont Te concours a permis de sanvegarder 1a popiilation pacilique contre Te 





{25030} No. 170. 


Mr. O'Beirie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20, 
(No. 320.) a ae 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, July 12, 190) 
COMMENTS on the recent occurrences in Persia have been virtually tonfined, 
py fir as the St. Petershurgh press is concomed, to tlive papers—the Octobrist 
vo,” the “ Reteh,” whieh is the organ of the Constitutional Democrats, and. the 
ulyanced Liberal Baus ‘The two Liberal journals took the line which 
night . The “Bourse Gazette” of the 7th instant compla 
Colonel Liakhof and the Russian Representative af ‘Teluan wore suppor 
It pointed out that Britai give lier suppor 
nil concluded that the Anglo-Russian Con in danger, 
‘Me “Rotel,” of thie 1010 i «1 the official Russian version ofevents which 
a Alon the pn uc diy, a translation of which was inelosed inv my despat 
Gof the LOth instant, ‘The “ Reteh™ d tthe official de 
Colonel Liakhoi?’s xetion, observing th ar ‘ality not imperilled, 
‘Phe moderate cally the same view as it more advanced 
itemporaries, dakhoil, according to the “ Slovo," shotld have been kept 
in oner by Med tion's srievance was really not nyaiist 
thy Shalt bu » The action of the Russi Commander 
to the British Legation and the support which hie and the Russian) 
We ty He reaction jeopantized thy Anglo-Russiun \sreoont in Pe 
eniya"” of the 71h instant published s short leading 
to the difficulties whielt had arison between Colonel Linkhol and the f 
aul 1g ni ak inte vivws betw British and: Russ 
iting regrettable f Gtlienwise. the 
om commenting on the recent incidents at ehran, 
E that the uttoraices of the St. Petersburgh press on the 
subject, s nof a kind whieh would be likely to cany much weight 
with the Inpe joyernment. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) HUGH OBEIRNE, 





(25012) No. 171, 
Count de Salis to Sin Bdiwatd Grey.— (Received July 20.) 


0149, Commercial.) 

Sin, Berlin, July 13, 1908. 
WEPH reference to my despatel: Xo, 147, Commercial, ofthe 9th instant, 1 Ti 
Me houour to report tat tivo letters from ‘Teluan have weeently boon publisher i the 

“ Braukfurter Zeitums”” on the subject of German trade in Persia 
rst whieh is dated the 2ud ultino, remarks that German trade is doing 
6 obtain a firm footing in Persia, It is diffigult to ny leadway 
dust Russian competition in Northern Persia owing to the cost of the long 
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ransport from the G ere is a better charice in the South where one German 
fo ney Want Gane coed ady a firm position. But the present moment 
isa bad one forany hopes of extension: quantities of goods are lying at fie euston- 
Howse at Tehran which the recipients cannot remove from want of necessary funds to 
and freight. The letter utte ing against giving 
ly hi a European hous 


Tut also those: 
While the German trader merely 
nnewents the English, manufacturer Induces 

erchants in person, which obviously as more 1 n i 
sont natcteako for manufacturers fo addeess themselves directo retail dealers, 
who have to suif their elicuts with goods of every country, with the result, he declares, 
{hat German goods come off badly, Ee hopes that when quiet is restored and trade is 
otter, thor will he a good market for German goods, and mentions especially cotton 
zoos, chemicals, machinery, boots and shox ods, toys, and sugar. He 
Adds {lat fle manufacturers ought to start their own agencies in the more important 

s tmd work tho country systematically 
{owns And work tho country systematically eineiee 
(Signed) | J. pr SATIS. 





(26062) ee 


Mr. Gi Barclay to Sir Belward Grey. (Received July 20.) 
(No. ot, Confidential) Ras 
fateli whieh Ihave 
roum, reporting a recent visit of two 
ryaniofT and Colonel Maximolf, to Erzeroum. ; 
‘Whe visit of these tivo offeers had heen av weforehand between the Russian 
Government aud Ottoman Gorernment, the object of the Porte he 
inistuidorstanding which has existed in Tussin as to the mil 
he Turkish side of the frontier : 
er Man Ane Shipley’ despatch i woul seem that Colowel Avésyanofl and Colonel 
Muvinoll are sitisfied that no extraordinary preparations are being made by the 
‘aki aniitany authorities the distret in question, 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY, 


Inclosure in No. 172. 


Consul Shipley to Mr. G. Barelay. 
eae Hrcerun dane 9, LOS, 
As : " ha ys tiagethe 
1 HAVE the honour to neport to you that Colonel Avéryanoff, commanding the 
anid Duke Dina met at nd Colonel Maximo, of the Russian Staff, 
accompanied by iu futerpreter, who snvived here on ‘Thursday’ let, the 25th instant, 
loft Braoron ti inijan, on a visit to the Mushir Zekki Pasha, by whom, 
T understand, great preparations have been snide for their sept ee heir sta 
tH latte thoy will, T lear, he met by two ‘Turkish siaif offic 
inople, is to last about a week, alter which they will return to 
vehi aa : 
ie init OP cers above referred to, which is looked upon by everybody 
ais being in the nature of a spe : © to « gout deal of speculation, 
tHowush nothing dufinite seems to be known in this precise object. The 
Opinion expressed to me by the Governor-General, hab Pasha, andthe 
Cominandant Alimed Pasha, whieh may possibly ‘be the true one, is that it is 
tile ontcomo of a suxgestion on the part af the ‘Turkish Government that some such 
spuitation should be sent with a view of dispelling the misunderstanding whieh 
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appears to have existed in Russia as to the extent of the alleged Turkish 

preparations on this side of the frontier. If this is so, the choice of Colonel A 
pear to lave been a very suitable one, as he was formerly for some time 
Attaché at the Russian Consulate-General in this town, and is well acquainted 
with affairs in this part of the country. Further, the fact referred to above, of their 
meeting at Erzindjan two Turkish officers from Constantinople, lus given vise to the 
supposition that the possibility of an eventual junction of the Anatolian railway 
system with that of Russia in the Caucasus may be made a matter of discussion, 
though on this subject both the Governor-General and Almed Pasha stated to me 
that they had no information whatever. T may add that, as regards Erzeronm ab 
east, Lliave good reason to believe that Colonel yanoff and his colleague are 
isfied that no extraordinary preparations are being minde by the ‘Durkish military 
ties, the former's own words to me in this connection being “il n'y a 


I need perhaps hardly say that the two officers in question were received at 
Erzeroum with the greatest hospitality hy the Turkish authorities, both military and 
civil, hey were the guests, during their stay, of the Commandant Ahmed Pasha, 
A review of the garrison was held in their houowr, and an official dinner, to whieh the 
Consular Representa nvited, Was given to. them’ by the Governor-General, 
the proceetings throughout being of the most contial natuxe, ‘The Mussulman part 
of the population, however, would seem to be not entirely free from a eertain 

ng with regard to the visit, there being appurently a feeling among. them 

may conceal some ulterior design of which they are being kept in ignorance, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H, §, SHIPI 





(24994) No. 178. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 220,), 

i Tehran, duly 19, 190 
to your telegrim No. 172, 1 have received the following, 
fespectively the 9th and 14th instant, from Bushite:— 


1. “Last night, it is reported, a telegram from the Minister of Fiuince w 


nweoived by the Governor, in which it was int 
Horning, Minab, &e., | 
the exept 


ated that the Moin-ut-Tujjar’s loa: 

eiled, and in reply the Governor stated that, with: 

we all lands; Hormuz should be leased by a 

wreivint ; that Brasseur, who had aw interview with the Governor this m ing, was 

recommended by the Customs; lastly, that  to- the Governor graphed his 

fecommendation that Hormuz should be leased hy Tiger 1. ‘There seems to 
mething on foot, although these reports are doubtless exaggerated, 

cancelled, selection yf Malcoln, as being Strick'’s 

Mas loug experionee of oxide Dusiness, and has leased Hormuz 

appear to be w good one from our point of view, 1 think the Governor 

i toconttol the rst of Moineut-Tujjar’s hase—Kishin, Minh &e.” 


mi on the 13th instant fon te Minister of 
for the Tease of Horan, Ie was ordered to 


morchints, ble ine to advise Strick’s agents, 1 should like 16 
Kn the trae facts of the 2 


» as Moin-ut-Tujjar adinits, is uyiig to cancel his 
i f able to keep it, aud that assusinces of oir support 
mn hid been reveive von hy: Ellinge profisses to have heun soiled 
| Legation as to whether he woul raise apposition to. the Porsinn 
iving the lease to a Gerinan firms His answer was that in attempting 
ermans woulil lose money, Ti eto Tea from hin 
whe has contracts sti 
tioned that he was its commu 
stv further particulars 
m expeeting His Maj 
further information. : 





(1599) 
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(25279) No. 174. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 








Tehran, July 20, 190S. 
of Assembly. 


and commuini¢ 





ed to him the substance of 





















your telegram No. 178 of the Vth instant, He let me see at on aid not 
heliove in the sincerity of my efforts to prevent people taki ahiek in 
Jarge mmbers, and half il that Twas encouraging them to come there. My 





their reaching the 





course, hi 


said, should be to expel refugees forcibly, or preve 
village, 3 : 


d that to do this 1 could ask the n Government 
would Uo in a similar case, if Thad not a suffie er of police mys 
T sul T felt sure that His Majesty's Government would not allow peopl 
peaceably to the village, made no disturbance, and: were accused of no 
dealt with in that sway. As Russian administrative powers were greater thi 
nist rable to-do such « thing, but E could do nothing. of the kind without exp 
instructions from you 















ime, to 











Nb de Hartwig considered that a recommendation to the Shah reassuring 
Proclamation about convoking the Assembly would amount to inyi Majesty to 





to it. fed that no pressure 


plated would prevent that 





yield to, prossure, and’ therefore he declined to as 
Td present existed, cand that T thought Ue 
contingency wrising. [wits for that, very re 
M. de Harivisg seemed half eo 
assured that T hut not the police poy 
Te ight, convince Russian Minister if he wer 
hit as E Delieve, Lamy car thinking) Fan not 
He wishes of to produce the impression tha 
agaist the Constitutionalists hy: the two Lexaition. 
With rend to your tolegtam No, 179, Law rather apprehensive of any attempt to 
or into eonunimnication with: th leaders of the refugees, as the object of sich wetion is 
<i) vasily. Hinkle to miseonstrnction. ‘The Porsiins are perivctly well aware of t 
aittitndy of the Legation in this iatter, Int Twill coutine to do what T ean 





















gree until lie was 











eves T possess. 
1 dhroug 

nse fore 

the 


Perorsburglt 











4 supported 

























No, 175. 


(25280) 


Mrs Macting to Sin Eiteardt Grey-—(Receivert July 20.) 






afternoon one party af Dastis 


in fatten 











ative of 





ation gholam aud a yopresen 
ceompanied each party, ‘The four 
hiomes were smnongg them, and the party numbered 
Affairs had no money T advanced 900 toman: 
ihe Persia for trave 





Dastis who ave to return to the 
fen inall, As the Minister for Pore 
whieh the Persia Government was to give those Te 
oxponse 

A sow 
yerson enter the Lex 











1 is on duty to see that inno cirenmst 
ion. the gatos of which a 





niees whatever shall any unauthorized 
now all kept clo 











(25274) No. 176, 





Mr, Marling to-Sir Ediearil Grey, —(Receieed duly 20.) 


Tehran, July 20, 1908. 


T, at Tabyeer in tis telegram Nu. 08 reports as follows :— 








nize sinew yester ‘The men of the infantry regiment 


¢ from ‘Tehran, about 
















(25281) 











foreigners.” 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edwwarid Grey.—(Reveived uly 20.) 


No inquiries have to my knowledge been 
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No. 177. 


Tehran, July 20, 1908, 
reports as follows in his telegram No. 180 of 





nude about Siri oxide by any 





















[24909] 









0. 180.) 
phic.) P, 





departure, we cannot 
mquest the Russian 

We ave still co 
Meshed is to he retained or not. 


whilst 0} 
jovernment to ¢ 














Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


WITH. reference to telegram No, 121 of the 
As the appointment of a Russian M 





dering the question as to whothoy our Military Attaché at 


No. 178, 


Foreign Office, July 20, 1908, 
10th instant from St. Petersburgh, 
ry Attaché in Soistan is not’ w now 
ining a Militmy Attaché at Moshied, 
nce! it. 4 





























(24994) 







(No. 181) 









Ml oxicl 
* to your tel 











avoutrs should he 





Sir Buheard Grey to Mr. Marling. 





oxide business siust he retabied by « British firm, Your utmost 
employed to provent its falling into the hands of foreigners, 


No, 179, 








Foreign Office, July 20, 1908, 


1. 220 of vestorday's ¢ 

















25384) 





‘proposal by the Resident inthe 
protection of th 








1 





tes, 
Attention was drawn in my lette 
overnment fo « 

















han 
Mr. Mavling’s views should he: aseer 
spect of the capture and trial, of 
wasonable ground of complaint on the 

















Tnitin Office ta Foreign Office (Received July 21.) 


TAM direeted to acknowledge the re 


Gulf that His Mb jesty’s ship on duty for the 
ies should 4 


ina murders, who a 


fase in some respects is similar to that of the recent capture of the Dayie 





Viscount Morley is propaved to concur in Sit B, ( 
ig the action proposed, bit he wonld sug 








1180, 























to capture at sea two men known to 
mported to he on board one of 









of the 28nl August, 1996, to the o 
tain redress for subjects of the 










tained as to the procedure to | 
the men, and the steps to be taken to avoid 
part of the Persian Government. 
am, &e, 
A. GODLEY. 








(Signed) 





























Ws 


(25411) No. 181. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdivard Grey.—(Received July 21.) 


Tehran, July 21, 1908. 
am, of the 20th instant, T received last night 
lowing telegram :— 








ftom Viee-Consul at Tabreez fol 





i é ected. 
‘issian Consul: | fins intervened to no purpose, as F expected 
the National party. tw-day delivered au aos ow the Shah's 
fended by some throe or four iundred horser he rexolutionaries, using ca 
SE ents Soames afer sion ee: 
oss thit the Anjuinan Tslamich has beon oceupied by the revolutionaries, who have 
Me nn the atte dg lofsted by the elersy, aud, tat the Governnient horsemen 
fave becn defeated al have wide ty the sion fin of ef 
2 Netinge Governor-General aid the clergy are said to be in hi 





































No, 182. 


(25421 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdwurd Grey.—(Received July 21.) 


‘Dolegraphic,) 2. ‘Tehran, July 21, 1908. 
wee Pao souniGl Gan No. 131 of the 20th ultimo, with reference to Si {oxide 

agent knows nothing at present of any ‘pplicant, Dut he says 
ie shown in Sirri hy Moin-ut-Tujjar, He is willing to give guarantee 


(No, 285.) 
















Minchiest 
that interest is be 
asked for. 

Talo not sen cl 
niewssion, Tf it were ¢ 
we should in ellec 





shonld apply for the 
to the Manchester 
i by supporting 





ly in what way it is sugested that th 
suntetd (0 hint, and ie were to 1 
wwkuowledging Persian supreniacy 







( 



























Uhl tina's rights, T propose that Linfomm: the Persian Goverment officially, before 

wo onconmage the agent 10 apply, that no objection will be raised by ws to the grant of 

{Concession toany applicant whon we approve, viel that half r pa by 
ire to Shoikh of Shargali, until the question of owne sl 





conedssid 








dowidler. 

























|21366| ». 188, 
Shy Bduayit Grey to Mr. O'Beirae, 
“ 4 Foreign Office, July 21, 1908. 


’s' Minister 
for copies of 






mn His M 


sailor 





ian 
al Constantinople, 
certain documents rel oe * 
ree apios oF thoge payors which were not eommutiated ne eran nay i 1865 
fogetleh with eopy of 4 Memorandum, prepared in the: library of this Departients 
whieh sets forth the circumstances in whieh the corresponitence in question 

aie also inclosed herewith} 





copy: afin despate 
omthe Persian Amb 





























ister for Foreign Aifairs of the 
and inquire whether his 





ou wil inform he Minit 
Ainbassidor at Constantinople, \ 
has any objection to the communication oF these docut should 
ative, it ould appear desirable tht the Representatives of 
ia at Constantinople shonld make the net ‘y communicat 





veqquest 

Hlency 
swver be in the 
Britam and Russ 























Tam, &e. 


ned) iB, GREY, 










* Soe Part SIV, 
ures (8.10 aunt LI) i Lard 





f thir fue Noo 105, Marel 17, 1547 
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Tnelosure in No. 183, 


Memorandum 





SERIOUS differences having arisen between Turkey and Persia, the Governments 
of Great Britain and Russia undertook to employ their good offices in bringing about 
an adjustment, and for this purpose nominated Commissioners to proceed to Erzeroum. 
to hold conferences with the Commissioners of the two Mahommedan States, 
his Joint Commission eventually drew up a draft Preliminary Treaty. 
‘The Porte would not authorize its Representative at Erzeroum to sign the nine 
Articles of the Treaty until it had received explanations and assurances from. the 
mediating Ambassadors as to the meaning of cerfain passages therein, and at the 
same time distinctly declared that unless these explanations were accepted by 
the Court of Persia they would be unable to ratify the Treaty, 
Mie Representatives gave tho explanations required by the Porte, and the 
was signed, 
Lonl Cowley, His Majesty's Minister at Constantinople, called attention in 
sust 1847 to the fact that, although Miva Mohammed Ali Khan, the Persian 
lor to the Freneh Court, had been ordered to. ratify the Treaty of Bi 
passaze through Constantinople, the Persian Government had not consented to 
s require by the Porte, 
med arrived at Constantinople at the end of July 1847, ‘The 
had not yeb arrived, and the mediating Ambassailors leat to 
that it was his (the Mirza’s) intention not to await the aival of the 
ratifications beyond a few days, but to proceed to Paris shortly. ‘Ihe Mivza stated 
that lis original orders were to proceed to Constantinople to ratify the Treaty, but 
on arrival at Trebizond hie had received a letter ordering him not to stay more 
tHhin fifteen days at Constantinople. A. courier soon after appeared with renowed 

















wreaty 





























onters to the same effect, which Mirza Mohammed was not to disobey under pain of 
‘ulation 
Te was therefore impossible for the British and Rassian Representatives at Con- 





ople to. 
itely. 
This had rived by the time Mirza Mohammed had left for Paris, whither he 
haul been sent on a complimentary mission, Colonel Sheil, Ilis Majesty's Represent 
five at Tehran, and his Russian colleague strongly remonstmated: with the P 

overnment at the obstacles they were placing in the way of an exchange of ratifies 
us. Mirza Mohammed (no doubt as the result of these representations) was di 
‘o retin to Constantinople, where he arrived in Decomber 1847. ‘Tho Persian 
rotifleation arrived in 


dues 





he Persian Envoy to aya 





the arrival of the Persian ratification: 




















































ie, owing to the 
nis without any further dis 
optance by Persia of the c 
resenta 


plana 
sine quit now to a 








on its (the Porte’s) part. 
‘The assurances which the media 
the meaning of certain Articles in the 





z Representatives lind given to the Porte as to 
weaty were in connection with the following 

































1, Question of fortifications and qi 
treatment of pilgrims, Consular officers, &« 
Lond Cow 
nade by. hi 
ulhesion to the explanations required 
Mter considerable pressure, alleging the while the 
Government, the Mirza was induced fo give this adhe 
note to the address of the mediating Representati 
should, in their turn, give him an assurance in wr 


[1501 








pruary, 1845, deseribes at length the efforts 
e to induce Mirza Mohammed to give his 
Port 





absence of instructions fron 
on, whieh he did in the form 
s, but he stipulated that they 
ing that the condition relating to 
2F 
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125411) No. 181. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey —(Received July 21.) 
Tehran, July 21, 1908. 


vy telegram No. 282 of the 20th instant, I received last night 
reer following telegr 








Consul-Gencral has intervened! to no purpose, as Texpeeted. ae 
“The National party to-day delivered an attack on the Shali's party, which is 
defended by some three or four ltundred horsemen. ‘The revolutionaries, usmg cannon 
and hobs, have delivered a fierce onslaught. 1 am informed by a trustworthy ey 
witness that the Anjuman Ish heen occupied by the revolutionaries, who have 
pulled down the white flag hii the clergy, and tat the Government horsemen 
been defeated withdrawn to the seeond line of defence: 

Land the clergy are said to be in hidi 






























(25421) No, 182. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 2.) 








Tehran, July 21, 1908. 
elogmm No, 134 of the 20th ultimo, with reference to Sirri oxide, 
font knows wothing at present of any foreign applicant, but he says 
that interest is being shown in Sirti by Moin-ut-Pujjar. He is willing to give guarantee 
asked for. 

1 do not see el 








Ty in awhiat w 





vit is sugeesterd that the 





agent should apply for the 














Concession, Tf itwere granted to hin, aud lie were to make it over to the Mauchester 
firm, we should in effect he acknowledging Persian suprem supporting 
Mat firm's rights, Upropose that Linform the Persian Government officially, hefore 





we encourage thi 
Concession to an} 





ent to apply, that-no objection will be hy us to the grant of 

slicanit whom we approve, anc Hat half royalties shall he paid by 
sionnaire 10 Sheikh of Shargah, until the question of ownership of iskind is 
deciiled, 









{21366 No, 183, 


Sir Hdiwird Grey to Mr. O'Beirue 
(No, 245, 
Sis, Foreign Office, July 21, 1908. 
LRANSMIT to you herewith « copy ofa despatch from His Majesty's Minister 
at Constantinople,  inclosing a lotter fromthe Persian, Ambassado for copies of 
certain documents rel to the Pureo-Porsian frontier questic 
Copiesof those papers which were not communicated to the Persian Envoy in 1818, 
her with copy of i Memorandum, prepared in the libmury of this Department, 
which sets forth the circumstances in which the eorresponden ion tok place, 
ve also inclosed hevewithi} 
wequest that you will inform the 1 
the Persian Ainbussudor at Co 





























nister for Fore 
tinople, and inquire whether his 
leney lias any objection to the communication of these documents; should the 
answer he in the negative, it would appear desirable that the Representatives of Great 
Britain and Russia at Constantinople should make the necessixy: communication 1 
concert, 














Lan, &e. 
(Signed!) B. GRE 
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Tnclosure in No. 158. 
Memorandum § 


SERIOUS differences having arisen between Turkey and Persia, the Goyemments 
of Great Britain and Russia undertook to employ their good offices in bringing about 
an adjustment, and for this purpose nominated Commissioners to proceed to Exzeroum 
and to hold conferences with the Commissioners of the two Mahommedan States, 
‘This Joint Commission eventually drew up a draft Preliminary Treaty. 

‘Nhe Porte would not authorize its Representative at Erzeroum to sign the nine 
Articles of the Treaty until it had received explanations and assurances from the 
mediating Ambassadors as to the meaning of certain passages therein, and at the 
same time distinctly declared that unless these explanations were accepted by 
the Court of Persia they would he unable to ratify the Treaty 

‘The Representatives gaye the explanations required by the Porte, and the 
was signed, 

Lord Cowley, His Majesty’s Minister at Constantinople, called attention in 
August 1817 to the fact that, although Mirza Mohammed Ali Khan, the Persian 
Ambassador to the French Court, had been ordered to ratify the Treaty of Etzeroum. 
om his passage through Constantinople, the Persian Governinent had not consented to 

the assurances required by: the Por 
Mirza Mohammed arrived at Constantinople at the end of Tuly 1847, ‘Tho 
Persian ratifications had not yet mrived, and the mediating Ambassadors leamt to 
their surprise that it was his (the Mirza’s) intention not to await the arrival of the 
ritifications heyond a few days, but to proceed to Paris shortly. ‘Whe Mitza stated 
that his original orders were to proceed to Constantinople to ratify the renty, but 
that on arrival at Trebizond he had received a letter ordering him not to stay more 
than fifteen days at Constantinople, A courier soon after appeared with renewed 
onlers to the same effect, which Mirza Mohammed was not to disobey under pain of 
strangulation, 

Tt was therefore impossible for the British and Russ 
stantinople to induce tlie Persian Enyo 
indefinitely. 

‘This had not arrived by the time Mirza Mohammed had left for Paris, whither he 
( been sent on a complimentary mission, 
tive at Lohran, and hi 














aly 



































n Representatives at Con- 
to await the arrival of the Persian ratification 














1 miscarriage, owt 
in exchange of ratifications without an 
ntinued to declare that an explicit aeceplance by Persia of the expla 
ns which had been given by the mediating Representatives was a sine qui non to a 
tion on its (the Porte’s) part. 
assurances which the mediati 
the meaning of certain Articles in the 1 
point 




















Representatives had given to the Porte as to 
ty were in connection with the follow 









1. Surrender to Persia of the town and anchiorageat Mohammerah and the Island 
of Khyzr, 

1 7 Sovereignty of districts partially oveupied by Persian vefuxee tribes on ‘Purkish 
soil 









‘rament and Government. 
of fortifications and question as to reciprocity as + 
Consular officers, &e: 





ded the 





wley’s No. 41 of the 2nd February, 1848, deseribes at length the efforts 
tude by himself and his Russian colleague to induce Mirza Mohammed to give his 
‘ulhesion to the explanations required by the Porte, 

After considerable pressure, alleging the while the absence of instructions from 
his Government, the Mirza was induced to give this adhesion, which he did in the form 
$f a note to the address of the mediating Representatives, but he stipulated that they 
should, in their turn, give him an assurance in writing that the condition relating to 

2F 
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fortifications did not involve the destruction of those of the town of Mohammerah, 
vhich was done. 

ES Was pointed out to Lord Cowley in Foreign Office No. 88 of the 15th March, 1848, 

that it was possible that Mirza Mohammed had seeret instructions to accede if necessa 
to the explanations required of him, but that it was obvious that he would not have 

done so it he had not. been so hard and so judiciously pressed by the French and 
Russian Representativ = : 

But the Porte hesitated to receive the official note of the Persian Ambassador 
asa sufficient voucker for the adhesion of the Persian Government, and still required 
more explicit assurances. Lord Cowley inelosed in his No, 108 of the 17th March, 
1815, 4 draft Act communicated ‘confidentially to himself and his Russian 
colleague, ‘he Porte required the signature of the Persian Envoy to he appended to 
this document 

Tt embod 
of a separate 'D 
were convinced that Mir 














the explanations already given to the Porte, butin the form almost 
uty. Lord Cowley said that, as both he and his Russian colleague 

Mobainmed would never be induced to sign it, they had 
addressed a joint note, accompanied by a confidential communication (of which he 
inclosed copivs) to Aali Pasha (the Turkish Foreign Minister), who, on receiving 
them, engaged to obtain the cousent of the Council and of the Sultan to the 
immediate exchange of t of these notes repeats the assurances 
in a solemn form already given by the Russian and British Representatives, and the 
second one maintains thit they had the right to expect the Porte to be satisfied with 
what had heen done, and to proceed to ratification, 

As regards the documents of which the Persian Ambassador at Constantinople 
Aesinvs to be furnished with copies, the only doubt seems to be whether copies of 
the inclosures in this Inst despateh of Lord Cowley should be furnished. 

(Signed) NICHOLAS BALL. 
































Foreign Office, July V7, 1908. 


113232) No. 154. 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
0, 128, Contidenti 





1.) 


T HAVE received 5 
Memorandum drayyn up by 
May Rees, M.P., as tot 
in Western Persia, in. y 
and offering 1 observations of hi 

Uhave to thank you for thi resting despatch and to request you to 
conyey to Mi Loraine an expre ny appreciation of the industry and ability 
whieli he has displayed in the preparation of the yaluable Memonmdim which is 
inclosed in it, 

With respect to the proposed eonstrnetion of availway from Tehran to Mohammera, 
Whioh, as you observe, might encounter opposition trom the Russian Government, 1 
have to inform you that this question formed the subject of conversation betwe 
Sir C. HL the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs duting the recent visit 
of th Emperor of Russia at Reval, 

informed M, Isvolsky on t 
ment would approve of a Tine pass 
Mohammer 
view. 

Ilis Excellency studied the proposed route on the map with evident interest, and 
observed that, although it would have the undoubted advantage of neutralizing the 

ayiad Railway, he feared that it would be economically disadvantageous to Ru: 
it would facilitate the competition of foreign seahorné trade with that of Russian 
goods brought by rail, 

Sir C. Hardinge having observed that such would he the effect of all railways 
whithersovyer they might lead, his Excellency said that the matter was one which 
would require careful study and that he would inform me later of his view 

Tam, & 
(Signed) 





Foreign Offices July 21, 1908. 
mo, forwarding a 

forward by 

interests 




































*s Govern- 
Gulf at 
of this route from a Russian point of 





occasion that His Maj 
¢ through Persia and ending int 
tind pointed out the advantag 






























E. GREY. 





(28182) 


Confidential.) 





m 


No. 185. 


Foreign Offce to India Office. 


"WITH reference to your letter of the 4th ultim 





Foreign Office, July 21, 1908. 
0, relative to the safeguard and 


development of British interests in Persia in the situation created by the Anglo- 


Russian Convention, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Chargé d'Afiai 





nsmit to you 
es at Telian, 


containing certain suggestions as to the steps which it would be desirable to take 


with th 
commun 





tion.* 


I am to state that 





Viscount Morley may have to offer on Mr. Marling’s report. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 


F 


object, together with copy of the reply which he has returned to that: 


ir E. Grey would be glad to receive any observations which 


. CAMPBELL, 





[25481] 


“IN the circum: 


to say, for the information of Secretai 
disturbed condition of Persia, the Lords 
» agree that the Consular gui 


No. 186, 


Treasury to Foreign Office. —(Received July 22, 





stances explained in 











Treasury Chambers, July 21, 1908. 


Commission 





a further period not exceeding six months from the 19th ultimo, 


Tam to add th 
the infor 
ard would: 





hat their 
ma 
be justified. 





ion before them does not su 





Tam, 


(Signed) 


&e, 
G 


+. Mallet’s letter of tle 10th instant, T am 
Sir Edward Grey, that, in view of the present 

of His Majesty's ‘Treasury 
d at Shiraz may be thaintained at its present strength for 


Lordships assent to this proposal as a purely temporary 
gest that any permanent increase 


|. WH, MURRAY, 





(25422) 





(olegraphie,) 2, 











IN reply toy 
it is difficult t 
should b 

10 got his 


Hay come to terms 
med by h 
To support Mal 
Le has of success, for 
his alres been fe 
lespateh No. 66 of i 

T have called for 
wl for information, 


tbe co 











1. Have we gi 
Moineuté ? 





Company ? 
4. What is B 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Gi 





Joucession contira 








No. 187, 





telegram 





Delioving, frou 





5 10. asin 
th the 

is appa 
colin, on the oth 


fermans when on 








two or th 
the th March last). 
the pion of 
pit ec 














ven, through Messrs. 





ager’s reason for wishing We 








* Nos. 60 and 184, 





‘0. 18 of yesterday on th 
, from the information T have, 


eh 





convinced that Moin-ut-1 





tor 





’s Acting Con 
Ml you in the meantime answer the following questions 








Te 









iat meas! 


certain indications, that Moi 


od 











place Str 


-y.— (Received July 22.) 


run, July 21, 1908, 


nisell of our support, L 
he has aequir 
iit desire to hreak with Stric 
hand, seems risky, until we know what pros 

Fas suclt a course would permanently. 
308 to he opposed to us (compa 


ienate Moi 


What is the present state of negotiations for the formation of 








«ct of Hormuz oxide, 





to adopt her 
-Tujiar, in orde 












This view a 





al at Bushire, 


Bllinger, assurances of our support to 


jar is dealing honestly with 


an Ellinger-Moin 














2 


information, and any move seems dangerous 





On these points Moin-ut 
‘until he shows his hand. 
Thave received to- 


Bushit 


the following report fron 













's creature, snd likely to play double, is not much use.” 









reve ed His Maje: Acting 
No, 181 had not then, however, reached His Maje ting 
“Bristol,” be thinks, may refer to an independent and impecunious 
| traveller named Brassenr 





Your te 
Consult 
Bench con 











(25423) No. 188. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey. (Received July 22.) 





phic.) 2. Tehran, July 21, 1908. 
4 tho past iontl, the espenses of the Shab in paying troops, 
Ne maleate NG a ie Hively veernited in order to: ament the 
igaile, and this, together with e sim payable on a. consign 
tA Chautee ently Manan Ebealee wall vat sche: reves 
oxponitine : 
This commonly reported that he is borroxe 
A Wor MSGi Gi CA won tenon OGon, HOAX Geaninsn Gioeraives 
Tah Novenibor hist). He is also. squice 
constitutional movement 















lay 





on the security of jewels from the 
1 No. 243 of the 
in the 


















am No, 


Huw auutliority: conveyed t 
i indicate 


nel adidiess w Hoty to the Persian ¢ 

sier inlormed of my action. ; 
SETH AVA LNt thie DIGROE OS Tnperial Bank of Pers 
Polivany is daistous to got the signature of the Minister of 
debt to the: bank, and would be glad if the step whieh T propose 
stort tin it tuiglit projudtive his cl Of obtaining it 

Hho Persian Government show a iarked: disinelination 
customs receipts of Buslire the: Hen which the Imperial 1 
Kermaustiah 





in you 
rimont as the 


fay last, 
keeping the Russian 





who is now in 

















ansfer to the 
Is on those of 











» 189, 


(25461) 





Mr. Marling to Sie Bdirard Grey.— (Received July 


) 


van, uly 





apis) Tr 
ILLOWING is seeret 








Hranen have been landed over tu the. They consist of 2S C 


ch Hrigade is boing Largely inerensed, aud tlio arias: 





vutly atrived from 
ot guns (new: 
ry of four guns, two of which are 











pattern) and 2,000 Lobel rifles, The Masine Date 
Out of order, have also been given to them 
The sitmation at Tabroee is probably the cause of these preparations 











|25490| No, 100, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22) 





auphic.) P. . fivan, July 
Ae arene agra ution ialsaly thea nanbe tre 
ihe Financial Ndviser is abiout to be asked to dray np proposals 
Siltanch youl not tell me the proposed auton 


ly 22, 100, 
eight Affairs that 
raloan. Ales 
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[25518] No. 101. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 240.) 

(Telezraphic.) P. 
WITH, reference to my telegram No. 234 of t 

situation in Tabreez, the Vice-Consul reports that fighting s 

that revolutionary party have received 





Tehran, July 21, 1908. 

"5 date respecting the 
‘continues, but itappears 
a check at the hands of the Shah's party. 








(25423) No, 192. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
(No. 182.) 








(Te Foreign Office, July 22, 1908, 
‘The proposal contained in the third paragraph of your telegram No. 287 of the 
2st 
(25422) No. 193, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No. 18: e 





(Ielegraphic) P. 
IN reply to ions conec 
No, 236 of the 2ist instant. 
aie assurances of support in the letter of the 1Sth January to Bllinger arw the 
unis ones which havo been given in connection with contract... Our support is thoveh 
(Lis guaranteed to British interests which may be involved in any! contract. made 
botive ish investors and Moin undor his Concession. [fan attempt, is made. to 
Moin’s Concession, his position should undoubtedly he strengthened. by. these 
ces, | According to Ellinger, their nature has not been communicated to Moin, 
¥ bearing on the ease should be explained to the latter at your 
ion. 





Foreign Office, July 22, 1908, 
ning red oxide at Hormuz, contained in your 































nig a deal 
108 Us tint no s¢ 
his knowledge extends, 
* Moin Oxide Company are now at a 
satislnctor lusion are being made, 

1 the Company have so far 





h.the 
ious 











ot 
it 





standstill, Th 













8 either to prov 
Strick 
Efforts to induce St 
Hongress, 

We heat from latter thi 
Have beon made, 








© in forming Company with Ellinger are in 


ements for direct sile of this yeur's oxide output 





25625) No. 194, 


ludia Office to Foreign Office-—(Recetved July 23.) 


India Office, July 22, 190s. 
reply to your letter dated the 20th May last, as to the Wish of the Sheikh of 
Moluumerah and of the Bakhtiati Khans for closer relations with; Gront Britain, | am 
direeted by Vi Morley to inelose, to be laid before Secretary Sir E. Grey, copy of 
‘clegraphie correspondence with the Governient of India on the eabject, 

As regards the Bakhtiari Khans, Lord Morley concurs in the view of the Govern: 
gt tndia that it would be undesirable at present to give the Kchans any assurances 
ond an expression of friendly sympathy as proposed in your letter, 

‘s regards the Sheikh of Molammerai, Lord Morley doubts whether it would 
eihanee the force of the assurances proposed by Sir E, Grey if the words suggested by: 
1599" 2G 





































































pare 


the Resident in the Gulf and the Government of India were added. But His Majesty’s 
Consul might be instructed to approach the Sheikh, when the assurances are formally 
given, on the lines suggested by the Resident, witha view to obtaining an mdertaking 
on behalf of himself and his successors that he will consult us privately before committing 
himself to engagements to foreign Powers or their subjects, 





Tam, Se. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 194, 


Viscount Morley to Government of Indic 
(Pelegraphie,) P. June 12, 1908, 
PLEASH sce despatch No, 07 from His Majesty's Chargé WAffaires at Tehran and 
his telegram No, 57 to you, regarding the Bakhtiari Khans and Mohammerah, Tt is 
proposed that the general assurances already wiven should be repeated to the Sheikh and 
that Ne should be informed that they will be regarded as binding ir respect of his 
Please sce despatchies of the Sth December, 1902, and the 29th Decem!s 
frou Sir A, Hardinge. ‘This should suffice as regards external agaression, coupl 
4 statement that an infringement of Persian integrity, which His Majesty's 
Goverinent is pledged to maintain, would be involved hy such aggression, I should be 
glud to learn your views as to the terms, if any, in which our former assurance could 
sifely be strengthened, in ve rouchments by the Tehran Government on the 
Shicikt's p 1g regard to recent unsatisfactory behiaviour 
of Bakhtia Hi enterprise in their territory, it is thought that they 
would be likely to use any engagement beyond asstirance of friendly sympathy for the 
purpose of creating difficulties between the Persian Government and ourselves, Your 
views on the whole subject are re 








































st 








Tnclosure 2 in No 194. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

niphic) P, July 10, 1908. 

YOUR telegram dated the 12th June, Relations with Bakhtiari and Mohammerah, 
Resident, Persian Gulf, whom we consulted, replied from Shiraz on the 4th instant, 

ais follows, {0 @ telegram t¥onn us of 16th ultimo ¢ 





















“Communication proposed in Se 


etary of State’s telegram seems to be sufficient 
aay regards protection of Mohayunierah a 


‘inst aggression from without. In respect to 
maintonince of Sheikh's present status, | would sugest that he might be reminded of 
the close, sympathetic relations that have existed in the past between the British and 
himself, and that an intimation might be made to him that we shall continue to regard 
imaintenanee of the property anid present status of himself and essors aS 
important’ in our own interests, so long as they adhere to the spirit of our historical 
relations nd show themselves ready to promote the legitimate interests of British 
commerce and enterprise in) the spliere of thir jurisdiction, and that Sheikh may therefore 
rest in the assurance that, so f compatible with strict lovalty to the Persian 
Government on their part and with onr engagements to respect Persian integrity, we 
shall be disposed to give him and his, stecessors all possible supyort. 1 would add, if 
possible, that we should ask Sheikh, iy return for above assurance, to give an under- 
taking ow behalf of hiniself and his successors that before committing themselves to 
foreign Powers or nations in connection with Concessions, loans, oF other engagements, 
they will take private friendly counsel with ourselves, —Ewill send on, as soon as received, 
any special snygestions from Consul at Mohammerah, should he make any. 

“T have been waiting to communicate with Captain Lorimer in regard to the 
Kiitinris, The proposals as to tribal levies mooted in 1904 will not, in his opinion, be 
practicable under an ions compatible with our engazement to respect Persian 
integrity or with Bakhtiatis? present status, and, as he helieves complete independence 
to be the aim of the Khans, he anticipates that they would frequently make, for 
purposes of their own, appeals to any definite undertaking of agreement into which we 
tnight enter. “TL concur so far as concerns any definite pledze; we have now to consider, 
however, that the importance to us of strengthening our own position in the resi 
question, and of keeping at a distance the inilnence and enterprise of other Powers, is 
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greatly emphasized by the apparently bright prospects of the oil industry, and the 
possibility of profitable irrigation. {see no reason, in these circumstances, why an oral 
assurance on the lines suzgested above in the case of the Sheikh of Mohammerah should 
uot bemade to the Khans, with the addition of a warning that we were not concerned 
with the family dissensions of individual Khans, and that assurance applied only to duly. 
constituted representatives of the Bakhtiari tribes, Sueh an assurance does not appear 
to conflict with terms of Anglo-Russian Conyen 














As regards Bakhtiaris, we do not think it would be safe to enter into negotiations 
with the Khans, and are opposed to giving the oral assurances which Major Cox sugwests, 
In regard to Mohammerab, we agree with his views, 











[25607] No.1 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received July 23.) 
Sir, India Office, July 22, 1908, 
IN reply to your letter dated the 18th instant, as to the punishment inflicted, at 








instance of His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Teh: 
Kais {sland for an outrage on the British flag, T am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in the proposal of Secretary Sir K, Grey to approve Mr. Marling's 

mn, and not to press the Persian Government further in connection with the 
ent. 














Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLY. 








(25548) No. 196. 





India Office to Foreign Office. (Received July 23.) 

‘MOE 
Secretary of State for Fo 
lorowith, for the infor 
Viecroy, dated the 18th instant, relativ 


Initia Office, July 22, 1908, 









y of State for India pr 


nts his compliments to the Under- 
mn Affe 


and, by direction of Viscount M yards, 
Secretary of State, copy of n telegram to the 
to the Shiraz esco1 












in No. 194 


Viscount Morley to Government of India, 





ic.) Pe Tuilia Office, July 18, 1908. 
SHIRAZ escort. ly 4 
Your telegram dat 
Proposed retenti 
ited. Foreigi 
Vth ultimo from His Maje 
Fitlos should be kept at the 
Munber to+he supplied and th 













y Foreign Office, and sanction of ‘Drensury is 
r recommend that, as proposed in despatch of the 
é (Affaires at Tehran, a'small number of spare 

Please let me know what you propose as to the 
nanner in which they should he sent up. 

















25547) No, 197. 





Judin Office to Foreign Ogfice—(Received July 23 





.) 


ents lis compliments to the Under- 
Y ditection of Viscount Morley, forwards 
y of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Zilees-Sultan, 


THE Under-See 
y of State for Fo 
erewith, for the infor 
Vie 





of State for India p 

Affairs, and, 
nation of the Secret 
oy, dated the 18th instant, relative to t 


India Office, July 22, 1908. 





See 







































Inclosure in No, 197. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
India Office, July 18, 1908. 


TF you liave not already done so, please repeat to Tehran my telegram of the 15th 
[ instant regarding Zil-es-Sultan. 





and your reply of the 17th 





Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 23 
sition which T had yesterday with the Minister for 
joned that events at ‘Tabreex were causing him 
» said, that the crowd had abstained from attael 
ian Consl-General had not been molested, but 
against some such thing oceurei 
y ich the state of a 
might become unavoidable for R 
In reply to as 
1 had rendered tit 
that official had mere 
Honey that both Goyérnments had recei 
audlieved tothe poliey of nonsinter 
Ne very unfortunate 
to intervene, and that she would not do. so, amless such a step we 
He expressed th 5 
it in any ease Russia would not act 
Majesty's Government 








J veign Affais, his Excelienc 














casioning to Russian trade. 
intervene, although she did 
n which I made to the effect 





© stich step 
Russian Consul-C 











played the part of 





declared that they 
intervention would 
more that Russi 

dered unavoid 
se would not 








Tlis Excellency 2 











rigeessiny, aul said t 








Sir Biiewed Grey to Mr. Marling. 





‘rein Office, July 





to your telegram 








s heen suggested fo 











sity orders are issued, to le: 
of procedure whiell should be followed fu respect of thei 
what stops should he adopted in onder to avoid givi 

onable ground of complaint on acount of our act 


niling the method 
nd capture, andas to 
1g the Persian Government any 

















ward Grey to Mr. Murling. 








Foreign Office, July 


» your telegram No, 1 
‘aL its presout strength for additional period of six 
timo, as a tempo 








months, to date from the 19th ult 
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[256861 No. 201. 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received July 24.) 





Sir, b India Office, Jul 
IN continuation of previous correspondence as to the use of the German fi 
native dhows at Lingah, ending with the telesram from the Viceroy of the 9th 
Tam directed by Viscount Morley to inelo 
copy of the correspondence referred fo in that telegram, 
In vi 
the Gulf, Lord Morley 
right of the dhows in que: 
report, as presumably they will in due cours 
hows has been regularized. 























Tam, & 
(Signed) 





Tnelosure 1 i 201, 


Government of India to Major Cov. 





legrapl 
LINGA\ 


Seer 


N 





diows flying German flag: Your telegram 
lary of State telegraphs 29th Ma; 





hh May. 





tion will be taken here till receipt of Report promised by Major Cox.” 





Tuelosure 2 in No, 201, 
Major Cox to Government of India. 
(Contidential.) Bushire 
T HAVE the honour to refer to the eorresponden 
Department telegram cited in t 
German flag 
‘The results of my inquiries from our several agencies in the Gi 
are very fow dhows flying the British lay at all, and that there is 10 reaso 
hat Uhe flag is being flo 
entitled to cert 
hose in posse 
i£ without first obtaining certificates or fail to renew them regularly. 
For instance— 


























their owners to 









(1) From Bahrein it is reported that two. Mal 
away in India possess dhows for 
certificate, and are said to be in the habit of carrying and occasionally fly 
tae thereon, 
(2.) Again, Bunder Abbas reports that one Ki 

on the strength of a time-expired eo 








ng the Bi 













Aas well as for hite, flies the British flag on it. 
Lingah reports that Hassan Ali Samaiyel, the Ab 
nt for the Bombay Persian § 
from Bombs 











, to be laid before Secretary Sir B, Grey, 


ww of the Viceroy’s recommendation and the fuets reported by the Resident in 
of opinion that no action should be taken to challenge the 

ion to fly the German flag till the Government of India 

, that the use of the British flag by native 


A. GODLBY, 


Simla, June 8, 1908, 


June 7, 1908, 
ding with the’ Foreign 
inargin® on the subject of the Lingah dhows flying 


show tat there 
to suppose 
fraudulently or is being used by vessels which would not be 

the trouble to get. them or to renew 
sion ; but there appear to be a few cases in which British subjects fly the 


ommedan British subjects al present 
i they have not yet taken ont 





ja British subject has been flying 
eate ; anil that the British coal agent at 
‘du, who keeps a small dhow which he sends to and tro to the wainland for provie 


Lusi concessionnaire, who 
m Navigation Company's steamers plying 
y to the Gulf, has heen in the habit of flying the British flag on 





his boats when visiting the said steamers as agent, and also. when forwarding items of 


their cargo to the trucial e 
(4.). Lastly, 
ports (Charbar, Gw 
‘take out certificate: 
the out-agen 








or Gwadur) fly the Hag on their dhows without troud 









t is believed that one or two Khoja British subjects on the Mekran 


se particular cases are being looked into, and I have directed 
» take steps to remind British subjects within their jurisdiction both 


individually and generally of the necessity of close adherence to the rules regulating the 


* Dated June 9, xiving cover to Secretary of State's tel 


[1599] 





rain of May 29, 1908, 








» requested the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf Division, 
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necessary to attach very stringent conditions to the grant of such a loan guarantesing 


use of the fla, 
to arrange for the subsi 
of examining the papers of ¢ 
Gleatly not Indian and see that they are in order. 


ike opportunities 


ed ships when eruising in these waters to ti 
ish flag which are 


its proper emp! 
ny native eraft met with under the Bri a 


ot thinks, however, that the 
their ne 











It scems probable that the German firm were emboldened to give flags to the 
hows employed by them, by the proceedings of their associate, Hassan Samai 

K without authority 

nent will, no doubt, decide whether the action now taken to put our house 
in order warrants our moving at an carly date in the matter of these German flags, or 
whether it would be better to wait fora time hefore taking that step. 





ins ying the Union J 














interest, and that the money s0 ol 








and that in this 
















niss these proposals, 
jartwig. fears that. the 
(0 borrow from private German banks at exorbitant 
ned would be squandered recklessly. 









Majesty 





Mr. O'Beirne o Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 24.) 








St, Petersburgh, July 24, 1908, 





SIPUATION in Tabrews 
ion whieh Thad this mornin: 





taking action in Persia. 
intentions (as previously 

J, and that to intervene was the 
at he had merely 
ppreliensions that 





With reference to my tele: 

vided control by a Bi 

obtains the Concession or contmet under the Cone 

by conclusion of a 

me into force, We 
ad into, 











ssurmnce that Russi 
vumyent) had in 0 
Imperial Gove 








last hing’ whi 
wished, in ou 
cireumstaneos mi 








22nd instant, to expres 
ise in which intervention eould not 











sion through hi 
eoitiet under that Concession w 
for a term of years, Lo procure this I 





Mr. Murtiny to Sir Batinay it Grey —(Recedvert July 24 









No. 206, 


dward Grey to Mr. Marling, 





Foreign Office, July 24, 1908. 








Hal not matter to us who 
Until British interests are 
British finn, our assurances to 
are making inquiry of the latter us to what 


hat, if Moi 
fr t Wel 





Concession is cancelled, he intends to apply 
1, of, if Moin's Concession remains in 
ereby he will obtain control of supply 
is prepared to pay capital sum down, 





























rant No. 101 





CONSUL at Taboos reparted 9 
Doforo all wires fn thee royalist quarter work cut 
.\ cereal olfont was tude: by the devotec 
sil hy hotlt sid, ane thie « 
sald Mut the casthalti 





aud thoy ean still hold out 1 
‘vorumont Horscien phindored aud committed atrocities. 










ect/.(I ny Seeretan 


ody, before whom litter of the 1740 i 


inated hy the Consuls 
Vithat it will nof treat. 


wy have loft the town, 





hey just ber dlise 
y wor fiving: this morning, sind Hone of the el 















































(Receiveit shuly 24. 





Tam to add that § 
ihore in conformity: with the s 











No. 207. 


+ reign Office to India Office. 



































rey conetrs in the opinion expressed by: 
tances of the ease, it is desirable to defer. the 
ing the I jan Government on the subject till a 
of the post of Military Attaché to 








t Meshed 
tinely shaves Lord Morley's view that it would he 
and parpose of the Anglo-Russian Convention if 








Hoth of these Attachés were withdrawn by their respective Governments, 


Chargé a’ AMtai 
informed hinn that 
al from the Persian Government for assist 


been tol very eon 





iontially by the 























Tam, & 
ned) 








B.A, CAMPBELL, 
























ube fi) day: oF Ovo to verify this, aul Twill keep you informed 








Mr. Dering to Sir Edward Gre 





Muling ty Sir Edieard Grey. —(Received July 24.) 











I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the rcecipt of 
stant transmit 








205, 





(Received July 25.) 





Stocklolu, July 21, 1905. 
our despatch No, 57 of tie 
lonsular representation of 





z corresponilenee relative to the 





Bushire, Toxtay is the usual day of the week fixed for the 


Government arg in the utinost straits for 


raiiAeiAa DE ConfenoIAted sts 1 of the Diplomatic Corps by the Swedish Mir 











vent its eine ¢ 














ter for Foreign Affairs, but 
I took an opportunity, however, in accordance with the 
uur above-mentioned despateh, of intimating to the Secretary 








General of the Foreign Office that, should the Swedish Government at any time 

ire to appoint a Consular Representative at the port of Bushire, the selection of a 
British subject in that capacity would be agreeable to His Majesty’s Government in 
view of their special position in the Persian Gulf, 

Baron Ramel assured me that he would make a note of the intimation for the 
information of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, in case the Swedish Government 
should at any time think of appointing a Consular Representative, and observed that 
in most places where Si subjects were not available the Swedish Government 

ly did appoint British subject 














T have, &e. 











(Signed) HERBERY G. DERING. 
[25760) No, 2 
Mi. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 25.) 
(No. 24) 
(Welegraphie.)P, Tehran, July 24, 1905. 





X COMPLAIN of bad work’ 
made by the Persian Minister of ‘ele 





Borasjun telegraph Tize has been 
ps to the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Depart 
nent, and a hint has been thrown out that the Department might undertake repair of 
the line, Pho cause of this is probably the Duteh Minister's recent complaints. 

nis opportunity might possibly be turned to ad for obtaining control of 
it, andl possibly’ ¢ 
Could not the Tndo-Buropean 1 
rathicr ull powers to negotiate with th n Minister of 1 
Hind, in my opinion, better be settled without intervention of 1 

Iis Majesty’s Government and the Government of India would 
repited to heir some expense suppo ane able to arrange fo 

of control, 
Fyenture to ask for an e: 
s0 Favourable for long. 



















the ti 





from London 
Phe matter 





ph Departme: 











freumstances are not likely to continue 














{25893} 
Mr, Musting ty Sir Edward Grey<=(Received July 2 
(No, 215.) 
(Tolexraphi) 0. Tehran, July 25, 10S. 








Vic 





‘ONSUL at Vabreoz, in telegram No. 1 





dated yesterday, reports 


“This alternoon brisk Nin 





ng Was anaintained, and eaiuon shots fired, 
















Mortars, which cause great dkunge to houses, are being fired by Govermment party. 
ie position of Christians in their quarter will be unbearable if the 
jel the revolutionivios are tiring eantion, is attacked, 
The Armenian Archbishop has 1 hed to the Shah, and the most important 
iorchants are dlenauiding the restorition of order in a telegram to His hmperial 





tions, 
ake proper meas 


Majesty, whiel they aro sending through the 1 
“Tt is high time tht the Shah should 
disorders.” 


‘The merchants! telegram to the Shak was sent throngh the Prime Min 
Would appear that, it the tribal cavalry are acting under the orders o 
merchants wish to leave ina body. 





res to quell the 








and. it 
Shah, the 









































Nllose attitude in qites 
in ovder to offer resistance to applic: 





121, 
[25894 No. 211. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 26.) 
(No. 216.) | 
raphic.) PB. Tehran, July 25, 1908, 
WITH reference to the last paragraph of my telegram No. 226 of the 17th 
instant. 
‘There are still people coming to reside in the village of Gulalick, and they now 
number about 100 persons. & : 
Tt is stated by a member of the ‘Tribunal formed to 



















Of the perso 
nee are probably 
is of Ce 







A 
ng with friends, ‘Phe 
, but merely out of fear of arrest, whi 
‘ent unfounded. Tt seems likely, however, that 
entually they may ty to bring pressure to bear 
11 us, butat present there n of if, and the likeliliood scemis to be passing away 
of a large number of refugees from the bazaars, - 

If the increasing numbers should threaten the sanitary condition of the village, 
I should, I presume, he justified in refusing to reccive any more who may arrive, and 
1 shall expel as trespassers any persons in the village who may make an attempt to 
enter the grounds of His Majesty's Legation. 3 
fo Gye tins is being done by the Persian Government to prevent persons from coming 
0 Gulaliek. 








num 
t appear to come 
ne even if to 
numbers will i 







































(25895) No, 212, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 26,) 









1, 


Tehran, July 25, 1908. 
eof Hormuz red oxide, 


Course isto support Moin 










should, liow 
to be counted npon unless eon 
Company as Messrs. El 
approval ? 
T consiiler eo-operatio, 

All intention of wo 


nil that our support is not 
renevved, or unless he agrees to form. 
is suggestion meot with your 








Detween the two flums essential, 
in co-operation with Germans is stoutly denied by Moin- 














0, 213, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greyo—(Received July 


P. 
ILE case of Hormuz red oxide 
ce refer legram No 
¥ were to arise, would you object to my r n Legation, 

s respecting the Gulf has heen very loyal, to render us aid 

ns for Concession by Germans ? 









Tehran, July 25, 1908. 









































25902) No, 214, 
Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 27.) 
0, 396.) 
ie Therapin, July 18, 1908, 





N connection with our recent representations concerning the ureo-Persian fron- 
tier question, the Grand has communicated to my Russian colleague and myself 
av number of telegrams purporting to have passed between the Porte aud Tahir Pasha 
respecting the recent Kurdish maids in the neighbourhood of the Baranduz Ri 
None of these con «da trace of any instructions to wi 
pruary, which, as I reported 
mo, the Council of Ministers had decided on ; the telegrams 
ish raids, We have drawn the attention of the Grand Vizier to 
this, and he expla ing that instructions in the sense of the decision of 
the Council had really been sent, but that he has hiad to send them on 
authori mn had withheld his sanction from the Council 
ponding further inquitiess his Highness hd not therefore been able to commu 
then {9 us. When Lasked him how it was that, notwithstanding his instructions, 

Dving sent to Vehorik, and that barracks were being Huilt for 400 mest 
He said ho did not believe it, but that he would at once telegraph to 
























idea 
my telegram 
























OF the te 





‘grams communicated to us ther 
Vied trouble you, Tinclose them herewith 

In the first, dated tho 26th June (0,) (0th July), ah 
fans. were reaponsiblo for the weeont raids, andl while admitting that the theory 
Turkish Kurds took part may have some foundation, declares that, if the D 
will only desist from their intrigues, the frontier will continue q an Accord 





are only two with which 1 think 





Pasha protests that the 




















Tahir Pasha, the to worst offenders Hassan and Osman 
re apparently. on Persi Sultanch has notified 

nash that he is dispatch men, and has asked 
Daeg MUMMUGLCE MERI Ae eareRtN SE tory. Yaver Pastis has been 


warned decor! 

Iii the second telogrum, dated the 20th Jun ) (12th July 
tuports tat, as the resalt of w tour mite by the Governor of Heke 
Pasha amongst cortain frontion Kurds, these vive Hound th 
from fighting and not to cross into Persian tervitory, 

















Inclostire 1 in No, 214, 


The President of (he Persiait Brontier Commission to the Grant Vi 





(raduetion.) 
(Rsldgraphiqu 

REPONSE an télégramme du 17 Juin, 

Les venseignoments que demiment transmis 
conformes i la vérité Les dontes Gmis ti co sujet par VAmbassade de Russi 

roviement. probablement de ce quelle n'a pas encore rou les nouveaux rapport. 
Les machinations Persanes étaient si habilement ourdies qu’elles ont surpris Ia bonne 
foi de (ous les strangers, y compris les Consuls en me 
vondant p Pe 
le nos fonetionnaites ot de 
dans los ¢tablissements: 
foyers: 

Les Consuls croiont que: nos Kurdes ont pris part aux actes de pillage; cette 
croyanee pout, jusqui un certain point, Gf fondée, En eas of Seid Hassan et 
Osman Bey, atoms de ces mefaits, prouveraient, apres leur arrestation par les 

nforités Persanes, quo certains Kuntes Ottomans de basse classe, séduits par les 
1s, sont impliqués dans les déprédations dont il sugit, il est évident que les 
auitoriteés bape mpresseront de les arréter et de les punir. Dans Ia réponse 
nous a adressée pris vingt jours, Mouhtéchem-us-Saltana, tout en ame 

























sonnetlement dans les will 











uigers nih 





raiont pas ost rentn 
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faisant savoir que des forces militaires seraient envoyées pour Varrestation de Seid 
Hassan et d’Osman Bey, demandait A ce que ceux-ci ne fussent pas admis sur notre 
territoire ; jen ai avisé le Commandant de la frontidre, Yaver Pacha a pris des 
mesures eflicaces en vue dempécher les Kurdes de basse classe de se laisser prendro 
ux intrigues PB Si les Persans ne renouyellent pas leurs machinations, Ia plus 
Jy origi aun. at AOE 














Tnelosure 2 in 
The Governor-General of the Vilayet of Van to the Grand Vizier. 


(Traduction.) 
raph 
LE Gouverneur de Hikiary, qui se trouve sur la frontidre, télé 

en compagnie du ( al de’ Bri des tonrnée: 

communes pour mettre fin A ant entre les t 

Jes Notables des tribus de Bali et de Keutcher ont ¢ 

réconcilié 


Le 






Juin, 1824, 

hiv qu’il a fait, 
dans cortaines 
‘hus, ef que les Chety et 
$ appelés par groupes et 





















et Notables se sont engagés sous serment i ne plus 
ntre les autres et ont restitué une 

les Chefs ct Notables de ces t ablies dans une zone d'une 
de trente heures, ont également pris Vengagement de ne point: franchi a 
Persane, le maintien de Vordre et de la tranquillité dans ces parnges se 
trouve assuré, 


mmettre 
des animaux enlevés, 






















25914) No, 215. 





Mr, G. Barelay to Sir Edward Gre 





(Received July 27.) 
No, DL) 
Sir, Pherapia uly 22, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to report that Rottulah, an eight-year-old son of Shon-os- 
Sallane hs been saying Un. Constantnople for the lst few da at th Porn Palio, 
ied hy a suite, amongst whom it is. alleged is tho child's father 
i attendant. ‘The Persian Ambassudor, who has no official cognizance 
i the Shion-es-Sultaneh’s or his son's movements, has made frequent inquiries at the 
Vira Palace without eliciting any definite information 

Thiaye reason to believe that Show es-Sultanch recently appronelied the Porte and 

sultan with a yiew to being permitted to take asylum in Turkey. Me received no 
uragement, however, and the object of the visit of ettulah and his party is not 
































1 oui that the boy came with the object of attending: school in 

Uonsiantinople, but this intention thas now apparently been given up, possibly heeauso 

illo Sultan showed himself unfavourably disposed, and it is said that the purty will 
for Carlsbad, where Shi 











Sultaneh is alleged to he doing a cure, 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 










No, 216. 








alis to 





Edward Grey,—(Recetved July 27.) 











Berlin, July 23, 1908. 

201 of the 30th ultimo, I mentioned to you the reported 
member of the Persian Legation here that the alleged refusal of the 
Gorinan Legation in Tehran to allow “bastis” to take refuge there would arouse a 
nst Germany among the Liberal party in Persia, “he question of * bast”? 
juently mentioned in the press sinee then, and_yestentay the * Kélniseher 
ting” published a telegram from its Berlin correspondent on. the subject, ‘the 
Statement appeared in a they did not publish itas a quotation 
‘uid the terms were identic with those of the “ Kolnische Ze telozram, it may 

inferred that it emanated from the Press Bureau at the Fore’ 
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‘The statement is to the following effect -— lerewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
vovoy, dated the 20th instant, relative to tlie proposed appointment of Lieutenant 


g to Ahwaz, 


India Office, July 25, 1908, 








The disturbances at Tehran had caused many persons to seek refuge at the 
French, British, and Italian Legations, but the German Legation had refused to allow 
refugees to enter, ‘The right to take refuge in a foreign Legation was originally 
claimed by Persians when life was in danger or when they were threatened by the 
Government. But of late the practice of claiming asylum had taken a different 
complesion. During the recent troublous times large numbers of Persians had tak 
refx al Tor ions in order to raise ene protests against Government 
tneasures of which they disapproved. ‘The German Legation, however, did not 
consider it correct to allow such protests to be raised under their protection. ‘They 
we me involved in the i 8 
remain perfectly neutral in the disputes hetween political partie 
they wer closely followin the instructions of the Roreign Office, who have laid down 
that the right to take refuse acconied in cases where humani 
Fuse if, awl when the refty 
geo should only he allow 
cmivey Hin toa place of safety, The T 
instructions, anid, as no refuges has been in 
Down, nove have been admitivd, The accusation that Germany has been wanting in 
Inmanity in refusing to admit refugees in danger of their lives 
giouuiless, since, were they to present themselves, the German La 
tiicm inthe same mannoe fs refugees were recently admitted to th 
in Mayti 














Tnelosure in No. 218. 








Vixcount Morley to Government of India, 













P. India Office, July 20, 1908. 
our telexram dated the 12th June 

































emplate R 
a moiety of the 









ried out: their 
e the disturbances 






















(26159) No. 219, 














India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 2% 








THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
rotary of State for Foreign Affans, and, by direction of Viscount. Morley, forwards 

formation of the Secretary of State, copy ofa telegram from the 
7th July, relative to affairs of the D'Arey Oil Syndicate, 


India Office, Jhily 27, 1908, 














T have, &e, 
(Signed) J. pe SALIS. 





















(26106 No, 217. 


Indin Office to Foreign Office —( Received July 27.) 











Tuclosure in No, 219, 










Sir, India Office, July 25, 1908. 
TAM ditected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 17th instant, 

asking for the views of Viscount Morley on the terms of the guarantee given by 

Ali Akbar and Co, (Limited), in connection with the Sirri Oxide 


Government of Indin to Viscount Morley. 








phic.) P. July 27, 1908. 

out FE refer to papers transmitted with letters dated 4th ultimo and 
2nd instant from nment of India, Foreign Department, 
nganting D'Ates Agent, Bushire, telegraphs as follows -— 



























uitee given by the Company differs materially in the following respects 
at which they svere asked to furnish in your letter of the Bl instant — 















“The opinion was expressed in a recent letter from th 
10 the Vice-Consul at Alvi, that, for loration of oil reservoi 
re ground on Abadan Island, opposite Mohamme 





engineer, Oil Syndicate, 
Syndicate would want : 
ai, and he was hoping on 












tliey will control the Concessi 
a British Compan 






1. ‘The Company, while giving aia 
tish interests, do not dotinitely: state t 




















oral beadRalitnetinse Ictter to Atajor Cox datedsthodSOh Ape home to diseuss question of provision with me, ‘The’ views of THis Majesty's 
ie firm do. not unde not to tunsfer” the Concession, “ nor er sto th nees to be xiven to the Sheikh of Mohammerali, and th 

flow it to Lo shaved’ fi dy” any. fore inte that it is mob intended”? conditions thereof, may be aifected by the kuowledyo that we may shortly n 

HAO TREN ToNGGRONEaTTTGS SR ORVORRRLRTOTER CIE Shicikh's goodwill and co-operation in this connection, ‘(he matter is therefore reported. 





with the su 
M 





gestion that the ht be in 


in London mij 
eqquir 


vndicate 





“coustitient members" of the Compiny would not preclude the possibility of the 
Concession passing ‘uids shiould any foreigner, now or in the futnte, come 
unter (hat deseription, Hussein Agha's it must be vemembered, is applying 
for the Concession in the capacity of a Persian subject, 


Loud Morley is of opinion, in view of the importance of kee 

under British control, that the Company should be invited to amend the form of their 

guarantee sons to cover the points noticnd above, Tt might also be worth while to 

ortain through the Board of ‘trade as to the constitution of the Compu 
Lam, § 

(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 





‘ogated by. 












































25890) 





ping the Concession 














Mr. G. Barclay ty Sir 





dunrd Grey—(Received July 
Peis -y-— (Received July 27.) 


phic) DP. 
TRCO-PE 














Constoutinop) 





hily 26, 1908, 











TAN frontien 
1 the following message (No 








46) from Mx, Wratislay, dated 




















218; 





(26101 i 
India Office to Foreign Office. 


and 120 men, together with about 

This village is in the Anzel district, and 

mas, north of Urumia, ‘he various 

R 1 informed by a letter from Ismail Agha, the leader of 

Kunts, that they now form part of the Turkish Empire 

“The Turkish Commissioner swore, in reply to the Persians’ immediate protest 
09 2k 









16 









Under. 


THEE Unde retary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
forwards 


Secretary of Stute for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Viscount Mor 
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against this aggression, that lie had no knowledge of it, and suggested the dispatch of 
orsian delegate and'a ‘Turkish officer to make inquiries into the affair. ‘This was 
done, and the day before yesterday these two reported that the above facts were true; 
"officer in command of the Turkish troops at Kulunji told them that he had been 
s Up to this morning Tahir Pasha affects not to 

er to Yaver Pasha asking for an explana 
rk went to Kulunji, and to-day reports that most 
y of the 






















Russian Vieo-Consul’ 
ft, but that the troops, who are the 3rd C 
lion of the 60th Regiment (come from Van lately), pe 
y and another company to come to help them to occupy the di 

© Urumia is now cut off from the remainder of Azerbaijan on all sides 
of the lake. 

“Ror weeks past ( 
seniling this by messens 



















eqraph line fom Urumia has not been working, Tam 
‘abr de telegraphed from there.” 











(26160) 





Mr. Marliny (o Sir Edward Grey.—(h 
.) 
phic.) D. 


I case of Hormuz red oxide. 








‘Tehran, July 27, 1908. 











5th instant. Contin ion of 
Joes not svish the formation of 
wiagost, ostensibly be is not satistie 

maid of our using our hold over him to bring press 
tions, stich as the case of the Shellalich shed. 

s that he is willin me t as before, to enter into 
four years, with § other British firm. 







heeanse he 
ih othor qu 
























Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 27.) 
aphie,) 2. Tehran, July 27, 1908. 
un No. ISL of the 23rd instant, on the subject 
AYuona wmdons, it ig: sugested hy Major Cox that he should ask Senior N: 
to detail’ yess which would proceed to the pearl banks, after obtaining 
Ii to identify dhow. In the event of the capture of the guilty parties, 
taken for identification ty Abu Phabi hed dd to the 
Gulf ports by the Resideney 





ophy to. your te 
























they would 
Governor of th 















The Persian Goverment would then be informed that the anen whom they assert 
to bedead haye been captured, and their trial and ad nunishment would be 
The recovery of compensation from the Chiefs implicated would 





ned, 
The men contd be tried, in the presence of a Representative of His Majesty's 
A Mi the Courtof the Karguzar, 

Thave no great hopes that compensation, or even adequate punishment, will be 

aes ee 

wuld’ not the culprits he sent for trial to India, if the neces: 
obtained 2s nn 121 of mid edition of Wh “Thte 
this connection. 













(24357) 








(No. 190,) 












(26173) 














Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 27.) marked private, 










D1.) 
phic) Ps Tehran, July 2 
ly. to your of the Lath 
Vas hiiformed ine that the Shah g to Mr. B 





, 1908, 




















(Telegraphic.) P. 
BRITISH Minister at Tehran. 


With reference to my telegram No, 178 and my telegram of the 28rd instant, 


No, 228%, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 


Foreign Office, July 27, 1908, 


If 1 do not hear from you that the Persian Government. has 
appointment of Mr. Barel foot to ie ad publi 
sppalimeatof Me Barlay, 1 fa assume that they do not objet to it, and publish 











[25997 
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(26304) No, 225%. 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—{Received July 28.) 


, 128, Confidential, 
(ivirrphig) "P 4 St, Petersburgh, dhly 28, 108, 

RALLWAYS in Persia, , r 

On the 24th July I spoke to M, Isvolsky on this question, and I learn to-day from 
tho Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Russian Government are ready to 
ccopt in principle the plan for a railway from Djulfa to Mohammerah.  Assista, 
Ministor for Roreign Allairs further informs me that the Russian Government will 
roleaso Persian Government from the obligation to give no Concession before the end 
of 1910, in view of the importance attached by His Majesty's Government to an early 
application for the Concession, : F ; i 

On M. Isvolsky's return from Reval, his Excellency will communicate an aide- 
mémoire to the above effect, 
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No, 224. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 


x Foreign Office, July 27, 1908, 

BES at Gulahel 

Your attitude and the action you propose to take in case an attempt to enter the 

ounds of the Legation is made (as indicated in your telegram No, 246 of the 25th 
nit) have the approval of His Government. 

Sanitary reasons sliould be made use of as a pretext for the refusal of permission 

to further arrivals, if fhe refugees in the village appear to you to be 
conveniently numerous. 


























26106) No 












Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 





Foreign Office, July 27, 1908, 
e to your telegram No, 285 of the 2st instant, 
given by Company satisfactory, and are asking 








them toa . 
No action need be taken until their reply has been received. 











[26296] No. 





Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Bivoard Grey.—(Received July 28.) 









Constantinople, July 28, 1908, 
My telegram No. 195, 

e following telegram from Mr, Consul-Ceneral Wr 
of the 17th instant :-— 








isla, 









ian Commissioner, in reply to th 
er to both Constantinople and 1 
what interpretation should he given to Art 
tention to this proposal, Init informed 1 

le for hint to ask the Porte to give him fresh instructions ona point whieh had 
1 his present instructions cove He also informed us 

om Constantinople on the 23rd June, stating that 

ow consented that the basis of the negotiations sho 
to him, to which Mr. Barclay referred in his 

ed to me on the 26th April last. 
ned by the Persian Commissioner that for the moment he. is unable to 
3, and start on a general discussion which Tahir is 





Jast note from ‘Tahir Pasha, proposed 

shr: and ask for structions as 10 
ashi, in his reply 

‘and my colleague to-day 

























that of the 
im addres 
ani info 
waive the: qu 












on of Article 2 
pon. 
All further progress is prevented by Article 3,” 

















(26283) No. 227. 





card Grey.—(Received July 28.) 


Constantinople, July 28, 1908, 


tlegraphed 
2nd ins 


= that the troops, who, 
pied Kulunji, will be withd: 





ws reported in my 
nn, He says that 

























































































































| 
| 
| [25895] 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
| nae ign Office, July 28, 1908 
Welegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, July 28, 14 
| CE TORMUZ nel oxiie, With reference to your telegrams Nos, 247 and 248" of 
| 25th instant. 
Seat ‘ent with your opinion that for the present the best course to 
} adopt is to afford support to Moin. 5 ‘s 
| nESVe are énlonvoning to, antes Tllinger and Strick to ome fo terms, pil ive 
e ain. that the latter is really anxious to secure contract. : 
} is i Oontion to ‘any application from a foreigner should in the meantime be offered 
Dy every means in your pov 
| (26400) No, 229, 
Sir Edirard Grey to Mr, Marling. 
No. 194, 
fn set } ‘oreign Office, July 
rence tom y: Hormuy red oxi 
We ate Infor ty Bing telegraph 
for a contract for two ve ni f r ’ 
Pending a reply from Moin, they su {it is munceessary for us to take 
any ae 
(26418) 
' Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 
} (No. a , 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, , 1908, 
WIP reference to jy teleram No, 240 of the 25th. busta fe" 
‘hore wre now about 130 hastis in Gulaliek, and they: continue to arrive, ‘This 
momning Twas successful in persuadi t twelve to leave, and further arrivals 
+L hope, be prevented. by: this een miy, however, be produced hert 
Iy’the nows that the Constitution of Turkey has beet ee-etablish 
[26419| No, 281 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Crey—(Received July 20.) 
(No, 253) 
' (Tolegraphie) 2, Tehrun, July 2, WS. 


i \ TELEGRAM has been seut by Zikes Sultan t 
tu travel vid Telia, T think it is unnece 

thongh Me 
we taking stops throu the Mi 
for His Imperial Highues du 

. If you approve, I propose to communicate it to the Zil ina very yuan 
. Inperial Highness is very desir obtaining assurances” in. writ 
Majesty's Legation. Mode Hartwig has sent hint a letter promising 
genoral ternis on condition that he Teaves Persia very shortly, 


the 
any tt send i 10H 
me t 
ter for Borel 





he asking fir J 
of the 
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[26420] No, 232, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 254.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
TABREEZ situation. 
Yesterday, during continuance of severe fighting, a shell fired from a Royalist 

sgn struck the building of the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

According to report from the Vico-Consul, however, there are signs on both sides 
that combatants are anxious that peace should be made. 


Tehran, July 29, 1908. 











(26421) 
















Teliran, July 29, 1908, 





y telegram No, 
to be no truth 
arding the appeal of the Pe 
ian frontier question. 


2 of the 24th instant, X 
in statement made to Belgian Chargé d’Affaires 
n Government to Germany for assistance in Turco- 





se 
% 








(26492) No. 284, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 






P, Tehran, July 29, 1908. 
N Military Attaché in Seistan, 


Peace refer to my despatch No, 145 of the 15th ultimo and your telegram No, 180 
20th instant. 
T regard as satisfactory explanation offered by Russian Government. 
According to report’ from His Majesty's Consul in Se 


















> ny Dantal was not 
drigoman, but Military Attaché. He was ahout 36 years old, and would have reached 
the rank of Lieutenant-Coloncl in another month if lie had not ¢ ied. 





















(26129) No. 285, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
Foreign Office, July 29, 1908, 


it this Office on the 24th instant and 
Government to state 





IE Persian Ch 





‘ g6 d'Affaires called 
informed Sir ©, Hardinge that he had | 
that the Shah was much gi 
‘Tehran to alloy 
His Majest 
Mie, Smart 





























portunity of stating that His Majesty’s Government 
Nery rather surprised at having received no reply from the Persian Government as to 
wither the appointment of My. G, Barclay as His Majesty’s Minister at ohran avas 
sarceable to the Shah, especially since the inquiry had been made a fortnight carlior. 

Mehdi Khan said that he would at one rapli and press for an answer. 

‘Sir C. Hardinge furthe mondinary conduet of the Persian 
Minister designate to this cout h there had been no Persian Minister 
in London for two years, accepted by. the i 


King nearly year and a information in the 
Possession of 


Ho iad pr 
This attitude of EI 











































L 


180 


Mehdi Khan disclaimed any intentional discourtesy on the part of the Persian 
Government, but had no excuse to offer for the delay in the arrival of the Minister. 
‘He said he would write to Ehtesham-es-Saltaneh. 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) B, GREY. 





[25760] No, 236, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, ul 

WITH reference to your letter of the 18th Febriary last, relative to the proposal 
to obtain from the Persian Government the control by the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department of the telegraph line from Borasjun to Mohammera, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Gre pw herewith decypher of a telegram froin 
His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran,® giving reasons for his opinion that the 
present is a fayourable moment for obtaining the consent of the Persian Government to 
this arrangement, 

Mills sentics Une VieeonneuModley int nate retard by aha letiertory aie 
Ist April, to sanction the proposal that half the cost involved in this transaction should 

1 funds, and Tam to inform you that Sir E. 

een in private corr with the Chancellor of @ u 
obtain «reversal of this decision and that the result of his action will be made known 
to Lord Morley in due course, é et 

T am to inquire in the meanwhile whether his Lordship sees any objection to 
anithority being given to the Iudo-Buropean Telegraph Company at Tehran to negotiate 
will: the Porsian Minister of ‘Telegraphs in accordance with the suggestion contained in 
the fourth paragraph of Mr. Marling's telegr 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 





[26511] 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received July 80.) 


y, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, July 29, 1908, 
WITH reference to yours of the 2hth heg to inform you that we are, 
and Taye be y Moni sale of his 
oxide from Ormug, and we 2 existing 
engagements into which we a of the Mouintujar, to enter 
into negotiations with any British firm who may be desirous of obtaining contracts 
» from Ormiuz We may mention that we cabled to 
Messrs, Veir and Co, for a three years’ 
ract, whieh the Mouintujar declined, to-day cabled an offer by 
. Frank ©. Striek and Co, (Limited), for 20,000 tons for a contract lasting for 
m, whieh we trust he will aeeept. Should, however, the Mouintujar refuse to 
tain this contr quite prepared to negotiate with any other British firm 
ha view to making a contract for the Laking away of oxide from Ormu 
As requested in your fayour under reply, we hand you below particulars of 
cis which we liave made on behalf of the Mouintujar with British firms for 
tlio purchase and shipment of oxide. 
We are, &e. 
(Sigued) ELLINGER ayp Co. 
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Particulars of Contracts. 
‘Tons, 


West of England Ochre and Oxide Company (Limited), Bitton... 100 
Holeapfels Compositions Company (Limited), Neweastle-on-Tyne 260 
Valley Water Mills Colour Company, Keynsham .. B00 
Andrew Weir and Co., London, ‘contract for freight, to be 
shipped by British steamer from Ormuz to Avonmouth and 
Hamburg or Nordenam & y +s. 4,500-5,500 





[26419] No, 238. 9 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 196,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 80, 1908, 
Z1L-ES-SULITAN, 
‘The communication you propose, as also the action you have taken, has. the 
approval of His Majesty's’ Government. 





(26159) No. 239, 
Foreign Office to Mr. J, Preece. 


Foreign Office, July 80, 1908, 
I AM directed by Edward Grey to inform you that, in'a recent 
letter addressed to I y -Consul at Ahwaz, the engineer of the Oil 
cate expressed the opinion that that Company would wish to aequite 
ound on Aleadan Island, opposite Mohammerah, on which to place ofl reservoirseand 


that he proposed to discuss this question with His Majesty’s Consul-Gonoral at 
Bushire on his way back to England, 


Tam to state that Sir B. Grey would be obliged if 
form him what the requirements of the Syndicate ato 1 


ow would be good enough to 
ikely to be in this respect, 
Lam, &e, 


ned) W. LANGLEY, 





(26157) No, 240, 


Foreign Office to Mr. J. Preece. 

(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 80, 1908. 
1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, according to a 
telegraphic report which he his received from His Majesty's Charge d’Affaites at 
‘Tehran, the local manager of the Oil Concessions Syndicate will leave his post at the 
end of the present month, and will almost certainly refuse a further extension of his 
contract, he superior staff will be reduced by his departure to one man, whoso 
health is bad and who will take the earliest opportunity of leaving his post also, 

Tn order to avoid confusion, delay, and waste of money, a competent and 

ciently numerous European staff is most necessary at the present moment, when 
the actual and expected developments of the oilfield apprar likely to involve negotia- 
tions for a refinery, telephones, pipe lines, &e, 

Mr. Marling accordingly expresses the hope that the Syndicate realize tho 
position of affairs, and are making the necessary arrangements. 

lle adds that it is undesirable that they should rely on Captain Lorimer to 
conduct their negotiations, and that it is important that one of their staf should bo 
able to speak Persian, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 
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{26670} NG: 241. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31.) 
257.) 
Jographie,) BP. Tehran, July 31, 1908 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 252 of the 29th instant. 











T persuaded some twenty-five more people to leave Gulahck on ‘Tuesday andi 
Wednesday, but last night and this morning about 180 arrived, and there are now 
about 300 in the village. A number have consented to leave under strong pressure, 





but it is unlikely that any egusiderable proportion will be induced to follow this 
example, 
‘They have an avowedly political object 
village of Gulahiek as a safe 
Tam afraid that th 
‘altompt may te made to f 
‘Togation will gi 
‘The conviction of the people is that we shal) never expel them by force, 
Ivis probable that a huge proportion of those now in Gulahek could be got rid of 
Without offering more than passive resistance, but action such as this on our part 
would he regarded as active support given tothe Shah. Moreover, unle ficiently 
large police foreo, say, 50 men, were obtained from the Persian Government to prevent 
future wccess to Gulahek, it would not prevent the ice of the present situation, 
Tshould he glad of instructions how T should a 


nd they intend at present to use the 
ich agitation may be carried on. 

in the numbers here, ond that an 
force oir hand, although it is perfectly welll known that the 







































(26681) No, 242, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard G 





(Received July 31.) 





t ) 
NWelegraphic.) P. 

VICE-CONSUL at 'Pabre 
for two days there had 





Tehran, July 31, 1908, 
No. 107 of yesterday's date that 
al party were, it w 1 on good 





ports in telogr 
on no firing, Clerie 





authority, doing their best to bring about a reconciliation betw 





» howe 


reported that strong reinforcements for the Gos 
ry shortly be 


expected 








126758) No, 243. 


Mr, Marling (0 Sir Edward Groy.—(Received July 31.) 





Tehran, July 31, 1908. 

dick. My telegram No, 257 of to-day, 

pout 100 reftigees Teft the village and went direct to the Turkish 

rumonred, others from Teliran will joi 
thy gates aro to he kept shut at His Maj 








Hinbussy, where, it i 
T have ordered t 






's Legation. 














(25611) ° No. 24. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling 
(No. 107.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, July 31, 1908. 





HORMUZ red oxide, With reference to my telegram No. 191 of the 28th 


instant 












in offer from Str 
‘sraphed to Moin hy El 
 aeceptance should be urged on Moin is for you to 





1k for 20,000 tons for contract to last 


ier. 
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[26670] No, 245. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 198.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 31, 1908. 

REFUGEES at Gulahek, With reference to your telegram No, 252 of ‘the 29th 
instant. 

You should endeavour to induce as many refugees as possible to depart from 
village by means of action suggested in my telegram No. 191 of the 27th instant. 
You should make it clear to those who are already there that it is impossible for 
allow either the village or the Legation to be made use of for purposes of pol 

1, adding that force will be employed to prevent the continuance of attempts 














to do 
Tt is undesirable in the highest degree tliat Gulahek should become a safe place 
whence political agitation can he carried on, 












(25626 No. 246. 
Sir Edward Grey (0 Mr, Marling. 
(No. 185.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1908, 

1 HAVE received your despatch No, 97 of the 28rd April last, relative to the 
wish expressed by the Sheikh of Mohammerah and the Bakhtiari Khans for nearer 
relations with His Majesty's Government, and I transmit to you herewith copivs of 
cwresponutonce which has passed between this Department aind the Indit, Office on 
the subject.© 

You will observe from these papers that it has been agreed that it would he 

able at present to give 
ession of 
neral 























immoral 
nded to his: 











nment have eng 
enimee 
of his presont state of autono 

ment of Persian. inte 





ntogrity of Pi 
and includes the 
sion on him would therefore constitute: 
s recognized by the Anglo-Russian 














which 








Accordingly to request you to instruct His Mi 
Bushire to address a communication to the Sheikh i 
Vice-Consul at Ahwaz to take an opportunity of offer 
of the friendiy sympathy of His Maj 





y's Conisul-General at 

this ‘sense, and His Majesty's 
to the Khans an assinneo 

Jovernment towards the Bakhtiari tribe, 

1, &e. 

B, GREY, 



















(Sigued) 








No. 247. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, July 31, 1908, 
‘our letter of the 20th instant, relative to the measures to be 
taken to effect the capture of the men kuown to have’ been concertied in the Taon 
tvwviersy T am directed by Seorotary, Sir Iedwvard Groy to tran H to yout herent 
‘eoyplier of a tel @Affaies at Tehran,t suggesting 
the pr dure to be followed ie F 

The suggestion conta 
Niuich should be to, paragraph 
“hiternational Law”) would a 
hoon guilty of pira 
Hiey may be brought. 

The facts 

















he last paragraph, of this telegram (the referonee fi 
24 and not 121 of the second edition of Wheaton's 
pear to be that the men should he treated as having 

as such justiciable by any Court hefore which 














iled in Mr. 





rant Duffs No. 177 of 1906 would, it appears 


Part XIV, No. 197 





aid aute, No. 142 t No, 222, 


2M 
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to Sir E, Grey, amount to piriey if there were any evidence to show that these 
particular crimes were part of a regular course of conduct practised by these ‘Taona 
men, or that the murders were committed and the ship seized with a view to 
committing depredations on all comers; but the crime was committed in January 1903 
(live and a half years ago), it was an isolated act, and there is no suggestion that it has 
heen repeated since, or that any attempt has been made to repeat it since, It is 
therefore probable that a prosecution for piracy would fail, 

Tn these cironmstances it appears to Sir B, Grey to be inadvisable that any 
attempt should be made to send the murderers, when seized, for trial in India. ‘These 
men aro not British subjects, the murders were not committed within the jurisdiction 
of the Indian Courts, and the Indian Courts could not take cognizance of the cas 
except as one of piracy. 

Sir E. Groy is of opinion that, thongh the seizure of the men by a British ship on 
the banks would be a high-handed action, its tion would lie in the failure of 
the Persian Government during the last five years to bring the murderers to justice 
and obtain compensation for the families of the victims, It would have to be on 
ground that the action should be defended if called in question, 

Mr, Marling is not sangnine that the delivery of the culprits to the Persian 
authorities would result in their proper punishment ‘and the payment of compe 
and I am accordingly to suggest, for the consi of Viscount Morley 
advisability of adopting the alternative course of taking them to Abu Thabi, not inerely 
for identification, but for trial and puni In favour of this procedure I am to 
adduce the fact that even according to Western ideas these natives of Taona would be 
justiciable by an Abu Thabi Court, for their crimes were committed on the high seas 
on an Abs habs dow (eco O87 of the Merchant Shipping. Act, 1804) an if they 

of the 

could perhaps be exacted from. the Chief of ‘Ta ed in the loot, and 
Vout by the Chief of Abu Thabi, or, if this be impracticable, the men 

to'Tnona only when somo satisinctory undertaking liad been obtained that 
they would be properly tried and punished when they returned to Persian soi 

It appears to Sih. Groy that, as His Majesty’s Government are the guardians of 

Chiefs, the selzure of the men by & British warship at the banks is a 
Handed action when it is ancillary to an intended exercise of Abu Thabi 
jurisdiction than when it is intended to hand’ them over to the Persian authorities, who 
inight have dealt with them at any time during the last five years had they cho: 
dos, as they must during that time have been constantly within the Pei 




































































were taken to Abn ‘Thabi and detained there, blood money for the relat 
4 



























cordingly to transmit to you lierewith draft of a telegram which, in view of 
ritions above set forth Grey proposes, with Lord Morley’s 
toaddress to Mr Marling,” pointing out the course to be followed and 
requesting him to instruct His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire to proceed 
accor 














he p jeastires suggested appear to be satisfactory to effect the capture 
of the men, 
1 am to add that Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive an expression of his 












Lordship's opinion on this subject with as little delay ete 





“W, LANGLEY. 











(26788) No. 248, 








ir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 
(No, 207.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-E 
repeating Mr. W 
T have 


Constantinople, August 2, 190! 
ntier, Please see my telegram No. 196 of the 28th ulti 
tologram No, 47 of the 22nd ultimo, 
following telegram from Mr. Wratislaw, No. 48, dated the 
whither it had been sent by messenger from Urumin :— 
“'Dho Turks having withdrawn from the district of Dool, the Persians lave again 
il it, 

“After remaining four days in Kulunji the Turkish troops left and went to 










nO, 








“ocent 





+ Draft telegram to Mr, Matting. 
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Belileh, where they probably now are. Bebilch is within Somai, and is only 6 miles 
from Kulunji. Taher appears to have little, if any, control over Yaver Pasha’s 
actions, and the latfer’s removal from the frontier is absolutely necessary if the 
Turkish Government's desire to put an end to such aggressions is sincere. 

“The whole Turkish battalion, which belongs to the 52nd (not the GOth) Regiment, 
is in Charik and Somai.” 





(26791) No. 249, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2, 
(No. 260.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, 
SITUATION in Tabroez, My telegram No, 
I 


Tehran, August 2, 1908, 

1 54 of the 29ih ultimo, 

Majesty's Vice-Consul reports that the local negotiations for peace haye broken 
down and that firing has been renewed. ‘The Royalist forces are firing shells, soma of 
which are falling in the Christian quarter of the town, 

An appeal through the Consuls for the intervention of the Legations has been made 
by the merchants. Russian Minister agrees with me, however, in thinking that wo 
caunot now, when the reinforcements are abont to reach Tabrooz, ask the Shah to hold 
his hand. 

Revol 


of wea 



















ionaries would interpret his consent to comply with our request us a sign 
ness and would be encouraged to continue the struggle, 













[26803] No. 250. 


% Mr, Marliny (0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 
( 
(te 





261.) 
lewraphic.)_P. 
WITH reference to my te 








Telvan, August 3, 1908. 
of the 31st ultimo, 











{28809} No. 251. 
Mr. Marling to S 





r Edward Grey—(Reeeived August 4.) 






164.) 
ir, Gulahek, June 22, 1908, 
WITH reference to Mr. Consul-General Wratislaw’s telegram No, 87 of the 
15th instant, T have the honour to transmit, herewith a copy of his despatch No, 9 
of the 31st ultimo, therein referred to, reporting on the surrender of Sheitanabad, a 
possessing a strong fort garrisoned by Persian soldiers, to Kurds acting under 
the orders of the Turkish Kaimakam of Ushnu, Fathullah Sami Effen Mr. Wratislaw 
adds that practically the whole district, up to the Baranduz River, has now tendered its 
submission, while his later telegraphic reports show that villages’ to the north of that 
river, and even Ardishai, the lake port of Urumia, have suffered seriously from the 
depredations of the Kurdish tribesmen, acting with the connivance, or, more probably, 
at the instigation, of the ‘Turks, : 
‘The Russian Minister is very seriously concerned at the posit of affairs, not 
only in. these districts, but also in those borderi iz on Russia, which he informs me is 
equally lamentable, and would be extremely glad to see some action taken by his 
Government to impress on the Sublime Porte the serious view which is taken at 
Petersburgh of the continued encroachments of the Turkish forces on Persian 
etritory in these regions. 



























__ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 251. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 


(No. 9.) ‘ 
Sir, Urumia, May 21, 1908, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 82 of the 26th instant reporting the surrender 
of Sheitanabad to Kurds from Ushnu, Ehave the honour to submit the following further 
details of the occurrence, 
‘The villages (Sunni) of the district of Dool submitted to the Turks at the end of 
Aprilafter a raid on them, executed, as already reported, by Kurds from Mergavar and 
Ushnu, but Sheitanabad, which bonsts of a strong fort and was garrisoned by Persian 
soldiers, stood aloof, Haidar Khan, the son of Agha Khan-mir-Penj, of Urumia, the 
Persian owner of the district, was also in residence there. 
‘On the 20th instant Mustafa Khan Zerzar, of Ushnu, sent sixty of his men to 
Diza, a Sunni village on the Jake cast of Sheitanabad, who persuaded or forced the 
habitants andl those of other adjacent villages to join them in an attack on Sheitanabad 
On heating the news, Mubteshemecs-Sultanch sent 100 Maku hiorsemen to the spot to 
reinforce ths aarrison, ‘The numbers of the Kurds were continually augmented by fresh 
arrivals from Ushnu, and also fiom Lahijan (Mamash Kurds), until on the 23rd, their total 
Was estimated, probably with some Oriental exaggeration, at 4,000 men. On the 24th, 
shle defence, Haidar Khan surrendered, and was taken to Ushnu to make 
jie Mak men returned to Uruinia, having apparently sustained no 















after a ve 
his submission, 
losses, 

‘According to latest reports, Haidar Khan way well received at Ushna, whe 
Kaimakam, Fathullah Sami Bilendi, whose mane { gave by mistake as 
despatch No.8, presented him with a horse and sent him back to Sheitanabad, as G 
of the distriet, with an escort of six Turkish soldiers, ‘This news was brought yesterday 
Hy amossenser sent by Mubteshom-es-Sultanch to inquise, and 1 eannot vouch for it at 
present 
MoiMfivr the surrender of Sheitanabad the Kurds advanced along the Urumia road as 
fay as Reskashan, which they plundered, ‘hey had previously destroyed the Shia 
villae 0 on the lake, aud killed a nimber of the inhabitants, Sinee then 
practically the whole of the country as far north as the Baranduz River bias offered its 
submission 

Pho attitude of the lveal ‘Parkish authorities towards submitted villages inay be 
conjectured from the inelosed translation of a letter audressed on the Oth May by the 
Ushnu Knimakan to Haidar Khan, and warning him not to interfere in any way with the 
villages round Sheitanabad which ld then already submitted, 

Sev Villages north 0 ¢ Baranduz River are known to have sent in the’ 
as candidates tor Turkish qn rs, particularly the large village 
Dizertoke, are inclined to do so in the hope of thereby obtaining ty from Kurdish 
out hat district is particularly exposed to the attacks of Mergavar Kurds and 
of the men of the late Mchwet Bo who are at present installed on the western border 
‘arandi Mehmet Bow hiniself was murdered ten days ago by his nephew, Bahram 
‘I next-day Bahrain Bog anit his brother were killed in their turn by friends of 
niet Box, It is hoped tliat the feud thus startes will result in the country being rid 
Of still nore members of this fine old county tamil 

‘Mumar Beg, the other Bexadeh Chief mentioned in my despatch No. 8, lias 
for some Lime past taken up his quarters with forty or fifty men in the village of Bend 
(Ban), 4 aniles west of Urumia, He from time to time levies contributions on 
neighbouring villages, which he calls “collecting ‘on behalf the Turkish 
Government.” He states that he is acting for the Turkish Commander at Mawans, 
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hough the latter affects to disavow him, It isa fact, however, that ‘Tamar Beg pays 
freqient visits to Lergavar and that he has liad recent interviews with the Turkish 





Commander 

The threatened hostilities between Ikbal-es-Sultaneh 
Shekoik, lave heen averied by « compromise, This pi lution has proba 
aided by Ue conviction which prevails on both sides of the frontier that Somai and 
Chabrike vill shortly be occupied by the ‘Turks, a belief whieh hhened by 
letter written to Isiiail Agha in the interests of peace by one Seyidl Abdul Hamid Pa 
a ‘luskish Kurd, sho states therein that “in a week,” as Daniel Pasha says, ‘Tah 
Pashia vill reach Bashkaleh and will then certainly send ‘Turkish soldiers to Somai and 
Chahtik Wait, therefore, that the result may he known,” 





of Maku, and fsmail 
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Yaver Bey, the Turkish Commandant at Mawana, has been promoted to 1 

of Lin (Major-General) and is nom Yarer Pasha, The frees SUT ane 

icon increased by his two battalions of the 20th Regiment bei 

strength, ie., about 1,000 men the to, pee ene 
Muhteshiem-es-Saltanch says that he has been offered the post of 1 








ister of the 


een but he informs me confidentially that his friends in Tehran advise him not to 
accept. 


__ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) A. C, WRATISLAW. 





Tnclosure 2 in No, 251. 
Kaimakam of Ushnu to Haidar Khan, 


(Cranslation.) April 26, 1524 (May 9, 1901 

YOUR actions and aggressions towards the rllareeror neu at Tatewon ae 
great difficulty to the two Governments, You know what, trouble was eaused by your 
Killing of Sheikuk, Now I write to you, and your interest is this, that henceforward you 
should not annoy or trespass on the villages of Islam which have submitted o the 
Tuthish Government, It is not to your inierest to do so, If you do aggress, both 
Governments will be compelled to prevent you and punich you, Certainly you must: 
stop this action of yours, or you will be exposed to great responsibility. 

Kaimakam of Ushnu, 
eal) FATHTULDAI SAMI, 














(26810) No, 252, 


re Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 9, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my telogrant No, 126 
of tle 28th May, a copy of a despatch from Hix Majesty's Acting Consul-Gencral at 
Bushire respecting the recent find of an oil well in the vicinity of Maidan-i-Minaftun, 
am informed by Messrs, Lynch's reprosentative here that the name of tho spot where 





the oil was struck is Masjid-i-Suleiman, 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 









Tuclosure 1 in No, 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 
Confidential.) ‘red 


: Bushire, June 13, 1908,” 
for your information, a copy of a letter 


_ 1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith, 
which has been received from Lieutenant A, 'T. Wilso 
guards at Maidan Minaftin, regarding the affairs of the ( 
T have, &. 
(Iu the abseneo of His Britannic Majesty's 
_ Consul-General), 
(Signed) A. P, TREVOR, Captain, 
First Assistant. 








in charge of the Indian oil 
Syndicate, 





Tuclosure 2 in No. 252, 









Lieutenant Wilson to Consul-General Cox, 


7 4 Maidan Minaftun, June 1, 19 
T HAVE the honour to confirm my telegram of the 28th ae pee Tee: 


2, In amplification of the above the following details ma; f i i 
: of the he fi y be of interest: oil was 
at one of the two borings, and it is confidently expected that it will be struck 
at the second boring, 
2N 
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8, ‘The oil has not been as yet fully tested, but it seems to be of particularly good 
ade, and burns readily in the state in which it issues from the ground. It is already 
Being used to bum lime, and may be expected to arrest the progressive depletion of the 
seanty timber resources of the district, i 
4. The quantity at present obtained by natural flow is about 20,000 gallons per 
diem, but there is little doubt that a greater yield will be obtained when the hole is 
deepened. ‘This operation is at present impeded by great quantities of natural gas 
issuing from the boring, Tt has effects similar to those of “laughing gas” rapidly 
rendering those exposed to its influence unconscious, and, in addition, has a bad effect 
on the eyes, B 
5, Lwill notify you in due course of the results of further boring, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. 





WILSON, Lieutenant, 
In charge of Indian Oil Guards, 








(26811) 


Mr. Marling lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced August 4.) 

(No. 166.) 
Bin, Gulahek, July 11, 1908, 
1 TIAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 





Majesty ng Consul-General at Bushire forwarding correspondence between 
Pushire amd Mohammerah regarding the ‘Turco-Persian frontier dispute, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





Tnelosure 1 in No. 253. 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 
88, Confidential) 





, Bushire, June 13, 1908, 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 12, dated the 8th April, 1908, T have the 
Honoio forward herewith, for your information, copies of communications which 
Have passed between His Majesty's Consul, Mohammerah, and myself regarding the 
recent developments on the Turco-Persian frontier. 

T havo, &¢ 
ce of His Britannic Majesty's 
Jonsul-General), 
gned) ALP. REVOR, Captain, 


First Assistant. 















(In the abse 


(s 








Inclosure 2 in No. 263. 


Consul-General Cox to Consul MeDoualt, 

(No, 1599.) 

Sir, Bushire, May 26, 1908, 
IN continuation of the correspondence ending with this Office indorsement 

No, 801, dated the 17th Marchi, 1905, T haye the honour to forward, for information, 

munication cited in the margin, with inclosures, which I have 

chran, regarding the recent deyelop- 












Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 





* Mr, Mori 2, April 5, 1908, 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 253. 


Consul MeDouall to Consul-General Cox. 


56. Confidential.) 
Mokammerah, June 6, 1908, 

. 1599, dated the 26th May, aud inclosures, regarding 
Turco-Persian frontier, Ihave the honour to inform you that I have informed 
Sardar Avfa that His Majesty's Government. had instructed you through the 
Legation to inform him that they were fully alive to the situation, but did. not 

icipate any Turkish aggression in this neighbourhood, and tliat they lad written 
to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople on the subject, In the absence of a 
niap I thought it as well not to say more as to the contents of Sir B, Grey's despatch 
to Sir N. O'Conor as long as the Sheikh did not apprehend any trouble in this 
ejebboulioads- Shouldths positions later! render it dtatable, 1 aight give kim 
further information, 

Tasked him if he had heard of any suspicious movements on the part: of the 
Turks, He replied in the negative, and said that at Bussorah, though there were 
nominally two battalions, he had ascertained that the actual number of men was only 
about 300. ‘he Bussorah authorities are, he said, hardly likely to attempt any action 
which would involve them in trouble with him, considering the large number of his 
tribesmen who live in and near Bussorah, If, however, the Bagdad authorities should 
act against Hawizch, the Persian Government might expect him to take Bussorah, 
which he could do with ease; but there were many British subjects there, I 
remarked that it appeared to me probable that, in the event of hostilities, the British 

jovernment would warn hoth countries not to operate on or near the river, and 

nif he anticipated any trouble on the Hawizeh border, He replied that, so 

s tle Turkish Arab tribes were concerned, it would be against their interests if 

encroached on the Persian territory, which is their asylum when in trouble 

with the ‘Burks. ‘his specially applies to the Beni Lam, but only to.a certain extent 

to tle Madan of Amara, He had reason, however, to suspect Assad Khan, Sheikh 

of the Beni Salih, near Hawizeh, of intriguing with the ‘Turks, and to a less oxtent 

Farhan-el-Assad, “Me is leaving to-day for the Karun to inquire into these and other 
matters, and may, if necessary, replace Assad Khan by another Sheikh, 

With regard to the border, the only map in my possession on wh 
administrative border, as accepted hy the local authorities of Bussorah and 
Moliammerah, appears correctly given is that of South-Kastern ‘Turkey lately issued 
by the Topographical Section, General Staff of His. Majesty's War Oiice (1,8.G 
No, 2209). I have heard that the ‘Turks claim that. the town of Mohammerah 

is but not on good authority, ‘The actual border is at least 
nd this district is occupied by tribes of Persian nationality, 
cultivating dates, and the Sarfar Arfa’s palaces of Fehlin and Kasr Khag'alia ave in it, 
as well as other houses belonging to him and his tribal chieftains, Further, the 
ownership of Hawizeh, which is now under the Sardar Arfa and has always been 
alministered by Persia, has never been-settled by Treaty, In the caso of the districts 
under the Sardar Arfa, including the town of Hawizeh, there would be no difficulty 

| proving actual administration by Persia for many years 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) W. MoDOUALL, 

























































the actual 































{26812} No, 254. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewved August 4.) 


(No. 167. Confidential, 
Sir, Gulahek, July 14, 1908, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch addressed by 
Major Cox to the Government of India civing a most interesting review of the general 
political situation in the Persian Gulf, Major Cox" despatch so exactly represents my 
‘wn opinions on such questions 98 lie within my purview that I need dono more than 
offer a few observations on one or two special points, 

T am more particularly in agreement in his advoca 
Gulf questions between His Majesty's Representative in 

















fa personal discussion of 
hran and the Resident in 
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Gulf, So far as Lean see, however, there is but little prospect that the state of 
fairs in the capital will enable the former to leave his post for some time to come, and 
the only altomative would seem to be that the Resident in the Gulf should eome to 
Tehran, I am nol, indeed, prepared to say that the latter is nct the preferable 
alternatives the Legation js, indeed, Kept so well informed of Gulf questions, both 
individual and general, by Major Cox” admirable and exhaustive despatehes that I doubt 
whether the short visit which a Minister could pay to Bushire would add very much to 
his effective knowledge. ‘The, Resident, on the other hand, is in the nature of things 
Tess ll supplied with information on the politial conditions at Tehran, or at all events 
obtains such information only after considerable delay, and I am disposed to believe 
that a visit of the Resident to Tehran would on the whole produce better results than 
woul « hasty tour in the Gulf by the Minister. I express this opinion with the greater 
confidence after reading Major Cox’ present despatch, in which there is scarcely a 
yale sentence on purely Persian questions, and but few on Gulf matters outside the 
jurisdiction of the Legation, which might not well have heen written from ‘Tehran 
Dat ate aataimteall nulliiesvanartenua of fore oh tho aR sia UConralay 
in the Gulf, on which Major Cox lays some stress, I must confess that T have 
in the absence of definite charges, to approach the Russian Minister 
[hiave, however, on one or two occasions towards the end of last year 
esideney Agent at Lingah frequently found that Sadced- 

















offic 
not found it ¢ 
(on the question, 
mentioned to him that the R 


















ing hi i ian Cons ficer to. our detriment, 
Cs-Sultanich was using his influence as Russian Consular officer ¢ ‘ 
M, dle Hartwig promised to send, and Linake no question did send, instructions to the 





Snileed to cease from activity of the kind complained of, bul, speaking from memory, 
ART Rloveds Pea ehUTinNevage tise MOMlaULet much hope that his injunctions would 
produce much effect, as Sadeed-es-Sultanch was rather inclined to be independent, 

T have never mentioned M. Ovscenko's attitude to M. de Hartwig, as from the 
‘oceasional references he has made to that gentleman I have been led to gather that he 

‘v very high opinion of his eapncity qnd services, and that in default of some 
nite charge T have felt that no good vould result from doing so. Bi 
Tam also very much impressed with the desirability of appointing a British 
Consular officer in place of the Residency Agent at Tinga. Ihave more than once 
Teen at n loss to explain to the Persian Minister for Foreign Atfairs what the precise 
Matuy of the later official is, He would not appear to possess rightly any Consular 
ions, for no exequatur has been granted to him by the Persian Government, But 

‘of sccondary importance, the real point is that, in view of the efforts 

which Germany is making to establish a stray interest at Lingah, itis of considerable 
moment tliat Great Britain should be so represented there that her interests should be 
adequately protected and advanced, 






































T have, 
ned) CHARLE 





(si 





M. MARLING. 





Tuclosure 1 in No. 254. 


Major Cox to Mr, Marling. 
No. 78, Confidential, 
ae ae) Bushire, June G, 1908. 
T HAVE the hononr to submit herewith for your information a copy of my letter 
dated the 6th June, 1908, to the Government of India reviewing the political situation 
within my sphore, 









Thave, &e. 7 ‘ soa 

(Signed) P. %, COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consut-General for Furs, Sc. 








Tnelosure 2 in No, 254. 


Major Cox to Government of India. 





Bus 
Cecil Spring-Rice, His Majesty 
ein the uutumn, T wrote to urge h 





ire, June 6, 1908. 
"1 HAVE the honour to state that when late 


Minister at ‘Tehran, lett his post on short len 
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return, if possible, vid the Persian Gulf, Subsequently, on learning that he would not 
resume his appointment in Persia, T ventured to express to His Majesty's Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs the hope that it might be found practicable for Sit Ceci 
Spring-Rice’s suecessor to join his post by this route, 

Tt would, I feel confident, have been greatly in the public interest and to the 
advantage of the work between His Majesty’s Legation and this Residency had the new 
Minister been able in my company to examine on the spot various aspects of the 
political and commercial outlook in the south, recently modified as it has been by the 
conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Convention, the activity of Germany and the effect of 
the national movement in Persia upon the economic condition of the country, In the 
hope that this meeting might take shape, I deferred addressing any special representa 
tions to the Government of India on the existing situation, but the travellittg season has 
now passed, and I can no longer look forward to the privilege of discussing’ it in 
person with His Majesty's Representative in the first instance, 1 am_ therefore 


constrained to lay the following independent observations before the Government 
of India 


2, During the past eighteen months the situation lias been very considerably 
affected, as far as our interests in the sphere of my appointment are concerned, by the 
three forces or events above quoted. 

T will touch upon their several effects 
3. Our Reconcili 
esented Ru 





















turn, 
n with Russia.—M. Passak, during the four years in which he 
ian interests in Fars and the Gulf 








re 



















‘he same eannot 
till fills. Deprived 
structions from hi 
he seems unable to di ‘ 
to he a considerable source of inconvenience to our Consulate and interests through the 
instrumentality of several Persian agents whom he employs on missions of espionage and 
intrigue. may mention two who are chiefly prominent; firstly, the Sndood. 
Sultanch, a drunken, but clover, little Persian with whom, when Foreign Office Age 
Bushire a few years ago, the Residency refused to hold communication owing to his 
undesirable r and his obstructive attitude towards British interests; secondly, 
ne Abdul Kassim, at one time a Munchi in the British Residency, but discharged as an 
undesirable character. Whenever any strings exist which ean be pulled too 
Hrejudice, those persons and others like them are there to, pull them, either by new 
Paper articles or by the enconragement of local Medjliss and Persian “patriots” in 
}romoting the new doctrine of “Persia for the Persians and avay with foreign 
influence.” Foreign, influence, 
synonym for British influence, and 
Kidney that the frequent difficulties which we now experience in off 
of Bahreinis and subjects of the 'Vrucial Coast are primarily due, 
4. It is of interest to note here that whereas 1 have always pr 
cmployés of the Residency from joining the nume 
national movem: 
the 

































far as they and the Gulf are concernal, is a 
ty the efforts of such persons and oth 
tit 





of their 
s the protection 














ited the Persian 
rows mushroom Societies which the 
ent has generated, and from identifying themselves with party politi 
presentatives of other Powers appear to place no such restrictions on thet. mon, 
Who, in the ease of Bunder Abbas, seem to be actively encouraged thereto by 
M. Ovseenko. But it is difficult to formulate detivite cliarges in such matters, whieh 
cold be fully substantiated if necessity arose, and I can only hope that the evil is a 
{emporary oneswhich, in. view of our altered relations with Russia, will disappear with 
M. Ovseenko's departure on leave or elsewhere or perhaps with the relinquishment 


together of the Russian Consulate at Bunder Abbas for which there is now no serious. 
justification, 

































With the above exception, Russian competition in the Gulf, whether commercial 
or political, may, T think, be regarded for the present as giving us little or no cause for 
anxiety, 


5. The Attitude of Germany—Until comparatively lately the German Consulate at 


[159] 20 
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i ‘be said to have been merely a post of observation, but since the inception 
rive Hapsborie Ame? a sieamer service to the Gulf and the conclusion of the Anglo- 
Russian Convention, it can no longer be regarded in that light. 

Tn May 1907 Dr. Listemann, the incumbent of the German Consulate, was translated 
to his Legation for the summer, and since his return, after six months under the influence 
of Herr von Richthofen, his bearing has altogether altered. Whereas formerly he used 
to mix freely with the rest of the Bushire community socially, he is nowadays seldom 
seen anywhere, and keeps much to himself. Officially, though outwardly friendly, he 
shons himself in many Tittle ways more prone to worry than before, and at present the 
question of Gulf quarantine seems to be the direction in which, apart from the Abu 
Musa ease, his energies are chiefly directed, But though it will no doubt assume more 
of a political aspect as time goes on, the present Anglo-German question in the Gulf 
and Southern Persiu is essentially commercial, und it is to that aspect of it that we now 
need chielly to direct our energies. In this connection, 1 may mention that Messrs. 
Wonckhaus’ agency at Lingah is being worked with great activity under Mr. Brown, 
who has sometimes two, at other times three, German assistants with him, and they 
Appear to be using Lingah where, owing to the absence of serious competition from our 
own nationals, they ean practically do as they like, as a training-ground for their newt, 
arrived assistants and as the head-quarters of their Gulf operations, as distinct from their: 

Tussorah-Baydad branch, Moreover, Mr. Brown, except for his own assistants, being 
the only European now in Lingah, is identifying himself closely with local polities, and 
endeavouring to constitute himself a power in the place in a way which is likely to prove 
of considerable inconvenience to us. hae 
G. The Effect of the Recent National and Constitutional Movement upon the Adminis- 
trative and Beononie Conditions in Fars and on the Persian Gulf Littoral—Much might 
be written regarding the general results of the past eighteen months’ working of the 
movenent; bit Government must be generally familiar with its life history from the 
Uiaviex and reports of their officers in Southern Persia, aud I will therefore curtail my 
remiiks as tar as practicable, : Pet 
‘The national development is obviously one which any British Goveroment would 
ie, prime facie, disposed, on principle, to watch with sympathetic interest, and T think 
Umiay he presumed that it has been watched by their local Representatives in that 
i 4 carlier stages at, all events, But even in the north, where the standard of 
ch more advanced and the people are more ripe for regeneration, His 
Majesty's Legation must, 1 think, be beginning to despair at the continued prevalence 
of ‘administrative chaos and the absence of all effective government. In the south T 
contess 1 have seen) no result (rom the national movement and the attempt at consti- 
tutional government which has been otherwise than subversive of law and order, and 
generally paralyzing both to'the administration and to commerce. ‘ ‘: 
his the authority of local Gevernors hax heen altogether undermined by it 
Provided as they now ate with eltogether inadequate pay, they are obliged to resort to 
all sorts of devices to obtain funds, and there has consequently been no cessation of 
cormipl methods of government, the only apparent difference being that the local 
clficial now lncks the practical personal authority to govern which he possessed before, 
Under the old régime, so long as he paid the revenue assessment regularly and 
complaints frow his province were not too overwhelining, no questions were asked, and 
ie was left to drive his own coach, Under the new conditions, including the existence 
right of public meeting, whenever a local Governor attempts to 
tive and deterrent manner, some individual with a private 
ies which have sprung up 


res a scurrilous article in the 














































































































position to which he has been reduced, and at the impossibility of exercising effective 
authority uniler existing conditions, : 

‘Vhe result is thav the province of Fars and Persian Baluchistan (and 
for that matter) are in a state of lawlessness and administrative chaos which has not 
deen equalled for generations, aud under present conditions it is difficult to conceive 
how things ean be righted or prevented from going from going bad to worse except by 
foreign intervention in some form, Our commercial interests are most immediately 
affucted in the matter of communications, Brigandage has been rife on the chief trade 
routes, ie, Bushire-Shiraz and Bunder Abbas-Kerman for two years past. ‘The 
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forwarding of goods has been repeatedly stopped altogether and trade with the interior 
brought to a standstill. Trade has, in fact, been paralyzed, and cases of bankruptcy 
among the native merchants in trading relations with British firms have been of almost 
daily occurrence, 

As regards the Shiraz route some little hope has, indeed, been inspired by the 
appointment of the Zil-es-Sultan, but conilitions on the Kerman route are still as bad 
as they can be, 

‘here is one other direction in which the changed conditions of government in 
‘Tehran have affected our interests adversely, namely, in their bearing upon the admi 
tration of the customs. 

When the ‘Tariff of 1903 and the Belgian Administration were first inaygurated 
the Government of India will remember that for a long time afterwards a gouil deal of 
difficulty was experienced by political officers owing to the aggressive attitude of some 
of the inexperienced Belgians with whom they had to deal, As time progressed, 
however, a working modus vivendi was gradually arrived at, hy concessions made on 
Doth sides, and within the sphere of my post at all events, relations with the Belgian 
régime lad much improved at the epoch at which the introduction of Parliamentary 
government took place. From the first, however, the attitude of the popular purty was 
most hostile to M. Naus and his Belgian staff, and the position of the latter has'since 
been a difficult and precarious one in consequence. i 

On the one hand, while under M. Naus’ régime the local Directors were allowed to 
engage Bagdadis, Chaldeans, and Armenians as clerks or subordinates, and found that 
tley were better served by these than by Persians, they are now under orders. to 
entertain Persians wherever possible, Persians are being employed also in the higher 
scales, such as the Directorship of Lingah, ‘The type of Persian which the Department 
gets, especially those sent from the north, is of the partially or sometimes highly 
educeted newspaper-reading class, which has been most influenced by the nationalist 
propaganda preached therein and most intrinsically hostile to the presence of foreigners 
in any Depurtment of the Persian Government. ‘These men naturally work against 
thoir Belgian superiors, and the position of the latter has become so unpalatable that 
resignations and departures on leave pending retirement have been rife during the past 

nn inelude the men who have been most conciliatory in their relations with us, 

is that wder the old régime if they wanted  rengonably quict ( 
favour with the Russians or ourselves; now they have to conei 
iss and vernsenlnr papers, whieh lose_no opportunity of making. things uneomfort: 
for them, 

On the other hand, owing to the great financial straits to which the Central 
Government is reduced, the Customs Directors are constantly being pressed to submit 
uore copious funds to the capital and in order to increase their receipts and meet such 
demands, they have had recourse to the strict application of many: items of the 

slement which they have before allowed to become a dead letter or had interpreted 
liberally after learning by experience that they were unsuited to the peculiar conditions 
of commerce in the harbourless Gulf ports, We now seem to be gradually drifting back 
to the unpleosant relations of three years ago, and at present the British trader has 
not only to contend with every conceivable difficulty and risk which the insecurity, of 
the trade routes and the uncontrolled licence of tnfangchis can provide, but is: being 
daily harassed at the ports by some harsh decision or the new or revived interpretation 
of some catchpenny clause in the Raglement, 


viet i aN the foregoing paragraphs placed before G 
which 


post, T 















































































n nment in the light 
presents itself to me the general situation existing within the sphere of my 
now have the honour with much respect to suggest means which, short of 
iervention for the protection of our interests, seem likely in my judgment to 
fen our bands, Iwill record them in the same order as the subjects above 
rated with which they are connected. 

¢ possible withdraval of the Russian Consulate, Bunder Abbas:—If 1 remember 











indie: 





tight His Majesty's Legation, before the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Agreement, 

‘lid draw the attention of the Russian Legation to M, Ovseenko's demeanour towards 

Rice expressed to me incidentally the 
F 





uit Consulate and interests, and Sir Cecil Spring: 
opinion or the hope that the Czar’s Government could hardly retain him. at Bunder 
Abbas after the conclusion of the negotiations. Nevertheless, he still retains his post, 
Tam avare, however, that it would be difficult to formulate specific charges against him. 
which could, if necessary, be substantiated by direct proof, but perhaps His Majesty's 
Government would consider the feasibility of sounding the Russian Ambassador as to 
whether his Goyernment intend to maintain their present arrangements at Bunder 
Abbas, where their interests are now exiguous, 
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10, Appointment of a British Vice-Consul at Lingah—Owing in a great measure 
to the supineness and excessive caution of our own merchants it will be seen that 
Messrs. Wonckliaus, through their energetic employé, Mr. Brown, have acquired a very 
firm footing in Lingah. Moreover, they are already, I believe, doing a good deal of 
business with the Trucial Coast, through their friend, Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh ; 
the Intter being agent for the Bombay Persian Steam Navigation Company, whose 
steamers ply there with more or less regularity. I have done my best to induce 
Messrs, Gray Paul to improve their representation at Lingah, where they have hitherto 
entrusted their interests to a useless native agent, and they now assure me that they 
will endeavour to make some better arrangement. I do not, however, expect much 
from them, imd in my view it is important that Government should appoint a British 
officer as Vice-Consul at that port who would lay himself out both to work up the trade 
of the port and at the same time to counteract the personal influence of Messrs 
Wonckliaus? representative who now has the field to himself. Our present Residency 
Agent, Khan Saheb Agha Beds, who is an excellent specimen of his class and the best 
nitive agent we haye hind, looks after British subjects and protected persons with much 
zeal anil energy, but he cannot be of much service in regard to trade quest He 
only receives a salary of 50 rupees per mensem, and I recommend that he be main. 
tnined where he is as tiative assistant to the Consular officer, who could employ 
most usefully to work up influence in the Ler and Bastak districts, which are supplied 
from Lingah, and to which the Germans will certainly turn their attention if they have 
not already, The appointment of a British officer’ might be considered tentative for 
two or thie years, 

Regarding the mother o° pearl trade from Lingall, which has proved the making of 
the German firm, Lam addressing Government separate 

11, The Poltcing of the ‘Trade Routes.—Has it heen finally decided by His Majesty's 
fovernment that, exeept the step be forced on them, in order to save the lives of 

ishinen in Persia, they will ot embark on any scheme for the policing of the 
Bushire-Shirvz and Bunder Abbas-Kerman routes, either that advorated by Mr, Grabanie 
‘or any modification of i? 
Revivion of Customs Tariff aad © Riglement” of 18 amental condi. 
ich this Tarif? was accepted was that all other transit dues and imposts should 
De abolished, but it is now upwards of four years since the Tariff was introduced, and yet 
“rahidari”” in one form or another, aud otlier illegal imposts are persistently levied. — It 
is not oily a fact that the Contral Government has no practical power to stop them, but 
they stil include the income from various illegal taxes in the official schedule of revenue 
Which they ell upon local Governors to collect 

‘Phe continual representations of this Residency and His Majesty's Legation have 
iit, n levy is merely taken off to-day and imposed to-morrow. 

Mien, again, the heavy duty imposed on certain classes of gooils, such as tea, 
coffee, lias created a colossal system of organiz zgling throughout the Persian 
littoral, with whiel the Persian Govern 1}, unable to cope, and which 
nothing but a reversion to a reasonable all-round ad valoren Tariff or an organized 
system of coastguard will stop. ‘This smuggling industry is obviously extremely 
diunaging to the interests of legitimate trade. An honest trader at the ports naturally 
canmot do business when the wares in which he deals ean be bought for 10 or 15 per 
cent, Jess a few miles outside the port if mot actually in it. 

T respectfully ask if iL is necessary: that we continue indefinitely to allow oar traders 
to bei ly oppressed at the ports by te harsh application of an inflated Tariff 
only accepted on specific terms, which tle Persian Government make no attempt to 
fullil and could not if they would, 

Now that we have seitled our differences with Russia, would it not be possible to 
get them to agree to i of an all-round 7} oF 8 per eent. ad valores 
duty, a ¢ i would render smuggling @ useless risk and increase the revenue 
at the same time 

18, An Examination of the Arrangement under which His Majesty's sh “Sphi 
“ Lapwing,’ aud * Redbreast” ave subsidized for Service in the Persian Gulf.— We have 
now liad nearly four years’ expe of this arrangement, and while 
cordially appreciating’ the complete co-operat pport which K have received fr 
his Excelieney Sir George Warrender and his predecessor Sir Edmund Pos, 1 re 
dat the Naval Comimander-in-chief eannot perform impossi 
that if present conditions are to continue, as it seems likely that the: 
ments di’ te Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf proper, and the Shat 
adequately met hy thrée vessels now subs Even at normal times, takin 
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account their minimum periods of absence for necessary service purposes, such as 
recommissioning, redocking and fitting and occasional and very necessary changes of 
sir and scene for the officers and crews, it is clearly very hard for three ships to do the 
work required of them without undue strain; and if the concentration of ships on the 
Mekran coast in the winter months in connection with the arms trafiie is to continue, 
the needs of the northern part of the Gulf will suffer greatly. At the present: time, 
moreover, owing to the absence of any settled or effective Government in ‘Tehran His 
Majesty’s Legation is perforce not in a position in connection with incidents arising in 
the Gulf to obtain satisfaction in ‘Tehran by ordinary diplomatic means, and as His 
Majesty's Government, for reasons which I well understand, liave decided to refrain 
for the present from taking any drastic steps for asserting our position, it follows that, 
as in the recent case of the ill-treatment of a Balreini at Lingah, I shall have to 
depend chiefly for maintaining our interests and good name in these waters upon what 
can be effected locally with the means ordinarily available, It is very necessary 
therefore that I should not be deprived of the fortifying presence of one of His 
Majesty's ships, within easy reach during the cold weather. 

14, The Extension of Cable Communication in the Persian Gulf—The proposal to 
connect Koweit and Bahrein with Bushire by cable or wireless installation is, I venture 
to lope, receiving favourable consideration, It would be a great advantage to connect 
up Lingah at the same time, or-at all events British Bassidu with Henjam, Bassidu 
Ieing within easy reach of Lingah, It would seem important also that His Majesty's 
subsidized ships should be fitted with wireless as soon as possible, 

15. Improved Representation on the Trucial Coast. experience of the last two 
or three years makes me doubt whether it is safe to leave these backward Sheikhs 
Jonzer in the charge of anative agent, I shall shortly address Government a separate 
communication on the subject, 

16, T have now mentioned the several means which in my view would materially 
promote our interests in this region, While doing so I quite realise that it may not be 
posible for Goverment to give lively consideration to them en bloc ; al the same time 
Topiue that the present junction is one at which our interests and future policy must 
necessarily be subjected to examination and discussion, aud it may therefore be 
cowvenient that such measures as seem locally important and desirable should be on 
recor before Government for such consideration as may be possible, 

\ copy of this communication is being forwarded to His Majesty's Legation. 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) P. 4, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 





































































(26813) No, 255. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Augus 

(No. 168,), a sel ee 

fir, Gulahele, July 14, 1908. 
IN reply to your despatch No, $2, Confidential, of the 2ist May last, requesting 

information regarding the Concession for motor-trains in Persia, T have the honour to 

trasinit herewith 2 translation of the Concession granted by the Inte Shah in 1906 to 

group of Per Notables. * 




















Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 













Tnelosure in No. 


Concession for Roads and Train Renard,” granted July 22, 1906. 





(rinslation 
CONCESSION for “train Renard” and “train Escont” and chaussée and 
(iiringe wal Detween ‘Tehran and Meshed, and from Meshed to Seistan, Turbat, 
Qisbiz, and between ‘Tehran, Kermanshal, and Khanikin, excepting that for which 
neessions have already been granted, and for a place half way on the Khorassan 
toail to Bender Gez and Doshakh, on condition that the Concession has not been 

ae {o.others, and from Tspahan to Bushire and from 'Tebran to Mazanderan. 
5 2P 
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A Atticle 1. His Mojesty the Shah gives the Concession for the above “train 
Renard” and “ train Escont,” and permits its institution in the interior [of Persia] upon 
all the carriageable roads in Persia to the following persons :— 













Shares, 
ms Say eae: 
& Se eee a 
S Sp oy ot 
His Excellency Amit Betadae Jan = oan 
His  Sopahdar = aa 
Mh i E ae 
i cee eet 
Mins es Bs ee 
4 Art. 2, Whe period of Coneessi from date of 
signature, 
| Tolls. 
Art. 3, The making of the roads is to he undertaken by the concessionnaires, 
When euch s finished, the Government will send their engineers to inspect, and 








wer the roud is completed hetween two important. places 
Il he accorded 
rt, tt. ‘The eoncessionna 
4 Compan; 


Cone 





ie right to levy tolls 








e free to purchase anil sell trains and to institute 
and to sell one-quarter of their shares to. foreigners. Regarding the 
ion for road building, they are itted to form a Compa 

toa separate document which has been approved by the Gov 
one-quarter of their shares to foreigners, but they have not the right to transfer either 
tho trains or road Con 













Postal Transport. 






Ant. 5, Whenever these trains are worki 
the train, on condition that no. previ 
Aftor expiration of all provi 
‘The eon 








1, the Government will send posts by 
ngement has been made with others 
us postal contracts, the post will be sent by the trains 
pt the transp 8 at hinlf the usual rates. 
dom from customs duti nd their accessoric 
In case Government wishes to have railways built in Persia, this 
ve prior rights on equal terms with others, excepting on lines ‘upon 
«ly have similar rights, 
i Should the Government not desire to give the Comp 
railway on a road upon which a“ train” already run 
to ther Com) 






















ny permission to build a 
nd wish to give the Concession 
ny, the Iatter must buy the ‘trains, the stations, and accessories of 
this Company; and should another Company build a railway before the Concession is 
i given, the opposite party (Railway Company) must come to terms with this Company, 
and pay a sum the yearly intorest of which, at the rate of 5 per cent., will be 

ivalent to the profits of the road. 
































i The Shah to Travel by Trains Free. 


Art. 8. Should His Imperial Majes 





wi 
i train runs, the concossionnaires must supply at 
100 followers. 


which » 









‘Troops to Pay. 
if Art. 9 
i pay the onli 





Shoulil the Government wish to send troops by these trains they must 
rates, 





Inportation of Factory Free. 





Att. 10, Should the Company desi 
duilding of this train it will be permi 
or mal 





to import into Persia a factory for 
‘ed to do so, and will not pay customs duties 








Roads to be Made: Minimum Width 5 Metres. 
; Art. 11, ‘The C; 


mipany is at liberty to make the above-mentioned roads carriage 
i able, so that earring 


earts, and these frains should pass over them easily, and the 
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breadth should not be Jess than 5 metres anywhere, and they must build suitable 
bridges, and as many bridges as are necessary over water-eonduits for irrigation and 
cultivation along the road which are built by the Company will be chargeable to the 
landowners, according to the valuation of experts, 





Crown Domains, §c. Land necessary for Road. 


Art. 12. If these roads traverse Crown domains, the road will be allowed to 
traverse free, and also the building of halting-places, guest-houses, and stations will 
be free of cost. 

Tf the concessionnaires should require Crown domains, that necessary will be 
given free by the Government on condition that the site in each place will not exceed 
5,000 zars ; and wherever along the road there should be Government forests near, they 
will be at liberty to cut wood from the forests for the building of bridges, &e., free of 
cost, on condition that the Concession for such forests has not already been given to 
others; and if the road and station fall in the properties of private owners thoy will 
he bought with the help of the Government. 

















Imports for Road Free of Duty. 


Art. 13, ‘That which is necessary for the building of the road to be i 
abroad will be free from customs duties, but the Customs hayo the right {o inspect 
all the goods arriving for the Company, and to pass free of duty all machinery and 
necessary accessories, but to charge on any merehandize, 






orted from: 














Periods Wived for Termination of Work, 





Art. 14, The concessionnaires are to work in Persia at least ten trains within two 
years from the date below, but it is stipulated that at first two trains will be imported, 
and if the Government should see that this train is not profitable they will be excused 
from importing the other trains. ‘hey will also begin making the roads: within a 
year from this date, and after seven years all the roads above mentioned must be 
inade carriageable, otherwise . . . . they will be cancelled from the conditions of this 
Concession. For the Bushire road they must begin in one year, and it must be 
finished within five years from the date of this Concession, 


















Tolls, 


Art. 15. Tolls on these roads for carts and animals will not be moi 
Resht road, the list of which will form part of this Concession, 





han on the 





Military and Government Transport Free. 





Art. 16. Government troops and military appurtenances will be er free from: 
toll, as also carriages, carts, and transport belonging to Government, ‘and goods 
belonging to Government, such as arms, &e,, which will be free of toll. 








Government Officials pay Half Tolls, 


Art. 17. Government officials on Government duty will pay half tolls. 


Road Guards. 


Art. 18. Government road guards will look after the preservation of order on the 
toads for their Government salary. 





Injury—Compensation, 


__ Art. 19, Should the road he injured by any person, the Government will inquire 
into it and make arrangements for compensation, 
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Fifteen Years Free of Taxation, after Fifteen Years 10 per cent. 


i i een years from all 
‘Art. 20, The Goyernment will free these roads and trains for fifteen years 
taxation; after fifteen years the Company will pay the Government 10 per cent. of 
the net profits. 


Inspection of Accounts. 


Art. 21. The Government lias the right, after fifteen years, to look into the 
Comprny’s aecounts yearly, and will appoint a suitable oficial to inspect the Company's 
accounts, and the Company must show this official their accounts and books, and wi 
pay half his salary, 





Employment of Foreigners. 


Art, 22, Not. moi 
engineers and m 
no longer imper 


than fifty foreigners may be employed by the Company as 
se thust be sent away as their employment becomes 





Communications near towns Free of Toll. 


Art. 28, Communications between cach town and the surroundings will be free 


of toll, 





(In the Shah's handywriting.) 
‘Mhis pamphlet is correct. At t 
ul-Ayvely 1821 (A. 1.), Yuntil, June-July 190 
Copy in conformity with original Con 
ing of Haji Aimineiiz-Zorh, : ae 
The month of Rejeb-cl-Murajjed 1324 (A. H,), August-September 1906. 


(Sealed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEH. 





ahibkeranieh, in the month of Jemadi- 








ion, the original of which is in the 





keey 









‘This pamphlet, which is adorned with His Imperial Majesty's reseript, and has 
in the register of the Foreign Ministry, has been seen and is correct. 
2nd July, 1906) 20th of the month of Jemad ly, 1824 (A. IL.), 





Teen 












(Sealed) MAJID. 
ALN-ED-DOWLEH. 
MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEH. 
(26815) No, 256. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 4.) 





(No. 170.) 


I HAVE repeated to you ce 
ajesty’s Jonsul at ‘Tabreez regarding r 
city during the last three weeks. ‘These rej ave contained the more important 
items of news, but, in yiew of the many conflicting rumours which Dave been current 
in regard to the disturbances at that place, and the extreme difficulty there is to 
obtain a connected ageount of what has aetually happened, 1 venture to submit to you 
short stammary of all the reports which Mr. s has sent me, and which will, I 
{, enable you to form an opinion of the present situation. i 
‘Phese reports would, in the ordinary , have found their place in the usual 
monthly summary, but the importance of ‘Tabreez as a centre of political opinion, and 
the fact tliat there alone, among the provincial cities of Persia, popular feeling has 
Deen to any extent roused by recent events in the eapital have decided me to treat the 


Gulahek, July 15, 1908. 
ich have reached me from His 
nts which have taken place in that 





































T have, & 


(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
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Tnelosure in No. 256, 


Summary of Reports respecting Persia from Mr. Stevens. 




















ON the 23rd ultimo Tabreez was much disturbed, and the bazaars were closed. 
Reports of the events in ‘Tehran were received during the day, and fighting commenced 
between the Shah's partisans, headed by the priests, and the Constitutionalists. ‘The 
Jazaars remained closed during the three following days, and fighting continued until, 
on the 27th, both sides agreed to mect to discuss terms of peace. ‘The appointment 
was not kept by the Shali’s party, who were accused by the Constitutionalists of having 
killed and mutilated two Constitutionalists, One mutilated body was brought to His 
Majesty's Consulate in proof of the barbarity of reactionary methods, and was 
afterwards placed ina mosque, In revenge the Constitutionalists killed the brother 
of the chief priest, who had been taken prisoner by them, Fighting continued, and. 
robberies of innocent passers by roughs were general. 

On the 28th six of the revolutionaries took bast in the Russian Consulate-General, 
an many others applied for admittance to His Majesty's Consulate, which was 
refused. 

The Russian Co 



























1-General endeavoured 
nistore peace, but his efforts were attended 

force of Karadji Dagh horsemen, sent b 
the town, On the same day Mukhbie: 





W negotiations with both sides to 
ith little success until, on the 30th, a 
the Shah to restore order, appeared outside 
Sultanch, the Governor-General, took refuge 
in the French Consulate, Ain-ed-Dowleh being appointed to succeed him, Bighting 
continued in various quarters of the town, and on the Ist July four leaders of the 
revolutionaries demanded British protection, threatening to. confinue fighting and to 
prevent the cavalry from entering the town to restore order unless they recoived it 
His Majesty's Vice-Consul applied for instructions, and was instructed to refuse 
protection, in accordance with the resolution of His Majesty's Government: to, abstain 
from intervention in the internal affairs of Persia, (Telegram No. 180 of the Ist July 
tu the Foreign Office.) 

In. the meantime the 
revolutionaries to hoist whit 
the town 






































































fruitless, and fighting and looting of shops and houses by 
the 10th instant, when some troops. ari from 
sueceeding days to induce the people to open the ba: 
were attended with little success, as they were followed closely by hands of nationalists, 

ed every one, and ordered Such as had opened theit shops to close thom. 
ig the whole of the disorders bread had been becoming increasingly searce, 
only on the 12th instant that wheat began coming into the town, and a 
fow of the shops remained open: 

On the morning of te 13th instant Send 
1,000 horsemen and three cannon, Be 
delivered to him one cannon and a few rifles, A party of 100 revolutionaries behind 
Darti od thi ment forees, and firing continued all day. All ronds to 

ry, who had orders to allow no ono to enter or leave. 
Majesty's Vieo-Consul reported that the Government 
troops had been unable to dislodge the revolutionaries, who had increase in numbers, 
Four cannon shots hind been hout inflicting much damage, 
















attempts, however, 

















Rahim Khan entered the town with 


abo is entry some revolutions 
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(26819) No. 257. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 












Gulahek, July 15, 1908. 

municated to His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz the contents of 

ian Transport Company's letter of the 18th Mareh last, copy of whiich you 

Were so good as to forward in your despatch No, 43 of the 23rd March Inst, and 

‘structed that officer to inform the Bakhtiari Khans of the repairs which the Company 

Hose ty cerry out on the Godar Bridge, 
50) 











2Q 

















Captain Lorimer has recently informed me by telegram from Tsfahan that the 
necessary communication has been made in writing to the Khans, but that no reply 
has as yet been received from their Excellencies, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 








{26820} No. 258. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

No, 175. 
Ge ? Gulahek, July 15, 1908, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a despatch from His Majesty's Actin 
Consul-General at Ispahan transmitting a report by the Acting British Vice-Consul at 
Yer on the recent qzitation in that town, which resulted in a large number of persons 
taking refuge in the Vico-Consulate as a protest against the imposition of certain 
taxation by the Central Government 














rable self-restraint, and omits refere 
with petroleum, set themselves on fire 
omy a minaret in frenzied desperation, a brief 
account of whieh | had the honour to submit in the monthly summary forwarded by last 
daz (my despatch No, the Lith Tune), Tt would be wearisome to recount the 
sevies of representations which T made daily to the Persian Government during « period 
of nearly tliree weeks, but I venture to recommend to your notice the admirable way in 
which Mr. Blackman has conducted himself 

accompanied by great personal inconvenience, 
convey to him (he appreciation of His Majesty’s Government of his excellent services 


to incidents such as that when two mien; smeare 
and three others threw themselyes down. 































Tnclosnre 1 in No. 





ny Consul-G 





eral Aganoor to Mr. Marling. 





(Nou 18) 

Sin, Ispahon, July 2, 190 
I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith despateh No. 21 of the 10th June, 1908, 

from the Viee-Consul at Yezil on the subject of the recent agitation in that town against 

the imposition of certain taxes, 











T have, &e. 
(Signed) M.S. POA 


No. 2 


NOOR. 








Inclosur 





Vice-Consut Blackman to Acting Consul- 





neral Aganoor. 
(No. 21.) 
Sir, Yezd, June 19, 1908. 

THAYVE the honour to report on the invasion of this Viee-Consulate and telegraph 
office by a crowd of villagers and others, headed by Haji Mullah Reza Maibudi, as « 
means of gaining their end in ation against the imposition of unlawfully 
superinpose taxes, 

n my despatch No. 9 of the 27th February last (and Nos. 10 aud 11, dated the 

11th and 22nd March, in continuation) 1 had the honour to bring to notice the 
application of a number of persons who were agitating this question to take sanctuary 
ere, and of my reply to them, Further, in my despatch No, 18, dated the 25th April, 
T mentioned the Entezam-uleMulk’s (Governor of Yezd) connection with the Mushir-ul- 
Mamalek, ani remembering that the Mushir has long been a thorn in the side of the 
Yeaiis, 1 had my suspicions that all would not be well, and constantly searched for 
information, but could get no more than qualified assertions that the Yeadis would 
fight; and thus, when the Governor sent out to demand the payment of last year's 
arrears, I was curious, but not altogether unprepared for an agitation, without knowing 
what form it ould take. 

3. Having Mr. Marling’s despatch dated the 15th March, 1908, to guide me, 
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a messenger sent in advance by Haji Mullah Reza to demand sanctuary here arrived on 
the morning of the 14th May, I informed him of His Britannic Majesty's Goverument's 
policy in such cases, and stated that as there was no accomodation here for a crowd it 
had better go elsewhere, and adding that Iwas keeping the doors closed, but would 
dispose of any telegrams the leaders might choose to hand in (as paid telegrams), 
Notwithstanding this, the crowd arrived about an hour later, shouting and bei 
breasts, and was not at all pleased to find itself kept outside. The leaders, however, 
came in and demanded sanctuary, with other demands quite out of the question, such as 
tents and provisions for the lot. After considerable deliberation they decided to go to 
the shrine of Shal: Zadeh Fauzel and thence send telegraphic petitions to Tehran, ‘The 
crovd came up daily till Saturday evening, the 16th, when I had occasion to pay a 
retum call ona passing traveller, and, supposing the crowd would not trouble us any 
more that day, was absent for about two hours, On returning to the vicinity of the 
office, however, I found the crowd there, and was mobbed and nearly pulled off my horse, 
whilst during my absence the Armenian lad on duty and my wife had been terrified by 
threats based on an assertion that Twas rot absent, but hiding myself inside, he real 
leader, Haji Mullah Reza Maibudi, was at the time keeping himself in the background, 
and a firebrand village Seyed, with other hot-hended villagers, generally headed the crowd 
and voiced its demands in no very measured terms. After the erowd liad cleared avvay 
it was found that one of the iron bars of the message window had been torn ont and 
others badly bent. 

4, During the folloving week the leaders kept the crowd away except on tivo 

s, but that agitation continued, and people were beginning to get exasperated 
at receiving no reply to their petitions, and the leaders to he fearful of the result of the 
dlctention in the town of the deputation from ‘Taft, the villagers of which, as may have 
Jeen gathicred trom former reports, Lear an unenviable reputation for disorderly conduct, 
und are alvays ready to seize the slightest. opportunity to enrich themselves at other 
ycople’s expense. During the same period the detachment of about fitty soldiers of the 
Kerman regiment, which hind provided guards for such buildings in Yezd as required 
tliem, had Deen taking sanctuary in the house of Sheikh Muhammad Zafar Mujtalicd 

jnist the stoppaze of their rations from Norooz, non-supply of new clothing, and non- 
ant of their pay since they left Kerman several months ago. 

‘Two of the four soldiers on guard here, however, in consideration of the ration 

paid by the Telegraph Department, had hitherto remained behind, whilst. tho 
vo others joined their comrades daily; but on the morning of Sunday, the 24th May, 
all of them, excepting a sick one, went off’ without informing any one, and while the 
“ferrash ” who was on duty was busy sweeping inside, a small’ party of the crowd, 
leaded by some Soyeds, entered the office porch and, finding the inuer doors open, sat 
down on the step with the intention of keeping them so, 1 was busy at the time with 
the weekly test of the lines, but left it and went to see what. had happened. Findin, 
the Seyeds in the position stated, I pushed them into the porch and closed and fastened 
the doors behind them, and hurried back to my testing, In a few minutes more, 
however, the erowd forced the doors open and streamed in, I beg to refer you to the 
attached copies of my letter to the Entezam-ul-Mulk, Governor of Yezd, informing him 
of the crowd's threat to break in and his reply. 

6, "There is no need to recapitulate the daily doings of the crowd, the villagers of 
hich seemed to come and go in relays, and who stayed in the office at night, whilst 
the townspeople generally went home. ‘The leaders, who took possession of the rest 
room upstairs and roof, remained there permanently, and also demanded that some of 
the downstairs rooms should be cleared and handed over to them. For the tirst, few 
‘lays the people contented themselves with the shade of the trees in the compound, and 
then the leaders became very importunate in the demand for tents, which, as I only 
complied to a very limited extent, they obtained outside and brought in and pitched on 
the tennis court of the Yezd Club, besides two awnings downstairs aud one on the roof, 
The policy of the leaders was to keep the crowd within hounds, and as. they were well 

are that the Ministers in ‘Tehran, having played them false last summer (vide 
x. Bazgaley’s despatch No, 28, dated the Ist August, 1907), were not likely to comply 
vith their demands willingly, and that we did not wish to mix ourselves up in the 
Iwatter, they intended to worry and annoy us here as much as possible by all. means 
in their power short of actual violence, and, in fact, to exhaust the resourees of the 
peaceful persuasion” recently legalized in strikes in England, One method adopted 
the first two or three, nights was to start shouting “salawat” about bed-time, to keep 
it up for an hour or so, and recommence at intervals during the night, whilst another 
ted calling to prayers about 4 A.o, after which sleep was out of the 

























































question. On the second or third night a party came and stamped on the roof of my 
Hedroom for about an hour, However, the leaders soon tired of these nocturnal sports, 
‘and they soon ceased. A pulpit was brought, and the crowd harangued every evening, 
The refusal to allow the opening of te telegraph office on the morning of the 
instant, and the avowed intention to foreibly close the local branch of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia and seize the manager were merely part of the programmes and so 
fav as the leaders were concerned, the latter would have been quite harmless affairs, 
Dut the danger to be apprehended was that the occasion would be too good a one for 
the Yeul and Talti roughs to lose, and. that it would have given rise to far graver 
dificulties than the leaders imagined or desired. (The manager of the bank informed 
me that the Governor verbally offered to keep the bauk open, but: that his ability to 
oso was doubtful with the sinall foree at his command, besides which there was the 
possibility of grave after consequences.) In answer to my exposition of the methods 
Of obtaining redress in a constitutional country, the leaders replied that such methods 
were all right in Europe, but were not in working order here; that they had been trying 
{o obtain redress hy such methods for over a year past, and in despair had come here 
with the intention of sticking here ll their demands should be settled. ‘The morning 
that the crowd got in here another section went and interviewed the Persian Telegraph. 
Superintendost and completely terrified him by threats of what it would do if he 
continued to send opposition messazes, and he was only absolved by taking a solemn 
oath (iat he had not doue so, He afterwards wrote to ing that the crowd had 
{old hiny f had Cold them so, and demanding my reasons for doing s0, to which I replied 
the crowd were in crror in. saying so, Of the general truth of the crowd's assertion 
there can he no doubt—in faet, it was the Superintendent's plain duty to send such 
telograms if offered 

7, The only really critical time during the whole period the crowd was here was 
when the Governor started preparations to come here to arrest some of the leaders, 
Just before noon on that day a Naini of no particular standing came to me with a 
nessnze from the Govemor stating that, as his orders in connection with the opening 
of the bazaar were being nullified by the villagers sallying out from here and forcing 
the shopkeepers to close, with my permission, he intended to come or send and arrest 
some of the leaders, ‘To this 1 replied that, as the Governor had taken no. steps 
prevent the crowd entering, although [had applied to him to do.so, now that it w 
he could riot enter to arrest any member of it, and that T could not give him permission 
to doso, During the alteruoon several private messages reached the leaders informing 
thom thit the Governor was completing his preparations to come and forcibly take them 
duving the evening, and about 5 vast, a deputation waited on me to inform me that in 
any eave they: were prepared to resisi, and intended to shoot from the roof of the office 
my sowars who showed themselves in the street, but requesting me to do what I could 
to avoil a collision, Seeing that what the Governor proposed to do amounted to an 
avmed invasion of th Consulate, | thought it my duty to address him, asking him 
if Jie had such intentions; if $0, was he acting under orders from ‘Tebran, and, in, the 
Jatter case, would he favour me with a sight of such orders so that 1 might communicate 
with His Britannic Majesty's Ch Affiires aut obtain his instructions, ‘The 
Govemor, in reply, evaded my questions as per copies of letters attached, The present 
Governor, never haying held such a post before, has little idea of international courtesy 
and tights, and T would therefore beg to urge the desirability of some special notice 
Doing taken by the Central Goverment of his intention to invade this Vieo- 
Consulate, 

S. In conclusion, 1 beg to fnform you thint the erond whieh \vas here never probably 
At any one tine amounted to more tan from 2000 to 8,000, and that the leaders 
ureatly exaggerated in this respect probably tenfold, At the same time, the generality 
of the agitation is proved by my having at different times spoken to people from Bafl, 
Shahi-i-labek, Mehriz, Deb Bila, Ardakan, and many intervening villages, ‘Whore was 
nover any: danger for the staff, Init the inconvenience caused was very considerable, I 
nyself suffered considerable personal inconvenience, being forced to send my wife and 
child elsewhere and put up with a good deal of curiosity in my own rooms; also by 
Deing debarred from following up my work in a regular manner it has fallen greatly in 
arrears, as his also the work of shifting the present telegraph-oflice to more salubrious 
quarters near the Bank M 's house, 



































































































































T have, &. 
(Signed) EG, BLACKMAN, 
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Tnelosure 3 in N 





58. 


Vice-Consul Blackman to Governor of Ye 


d. 





AT noon to-lay a person came to the Viee-Consulate from your Hxeellency with a 
message, but, on account of the confusion here at the time, I did not entirely grasp his 
meaning, Apparently he was saying tliat your Excellency thinks of coming, and 
removing the refugees from the Viee-Consulate by force. I was much surprised at this, 
anil did not believe it, but, iFit be true, and your Excellency hins reecived orders on the 
subject from Tehran, will you kindly favour me with a sight of them, so that { may obtain 
the instructions of His Britannic Majesty’s Minister in the matter, 
Sent to Goxernor about 5 pat. 
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Tnclosure 4 in No, 258, 












Was rrnor of Yeed to Vice-Consul Blackman. 
i 
YOUR letter received and read, and Tam much surprised that « civilized o 
should write such a strong letter. 1 should like to know if, since my: arrival at Nain 
ou have experienced other than consideration and kindness from me; tell me when L 
ve treated you otherwise than with friendship and I am ready to do penance; but if 
you allow yourself to be guided by interested agitators, L know my ovn place; you do 
hot know these agitators, and every one is linble to be deceived; please do not listen 
to these people, T have no other wish than the geod of the Government of this count 
anil if the leaders of these people will only: ut their own particular interests on one side 
ani act justly, every one knows that I have always tried to act kindly to all and have 
jarmed no on 
Briefly, if these people will not cause disturbances, will not go to the bazaar and 

upset people and despoil their goods, will not go to the houses of our venerated priests 
and respected merchants, and not use bad language and vituperation in the way: the 
Heing taught to do by people who demand, and not petition for, thei 
nothing whatever to say to them, : 

_ Inadriendly way, however, I request you to tell these people to abandon their 
evil ways, and to inform them that if they have n petition for, and necd anything: 
from, the Government, the way to obtain it is not by rushing every day to the 


bazaar, breaking the doors of the shops, and pillaging their contents, and’ dishonouringe 
honourable men. be 


Tam always realy to further your 
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ights, I shall have: 




















Exeelleney’s wishes, 
Sealed on envelope— 
BNUEZAM-UL-MUDK, 
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. 259, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Ediearit Grey 





res (Received Auyust 41) 





x = : Gulalek, July 15, 1908, 

Wan ANE tle Honesto fubmit the following Report, in continuation of the 

narrative of events connected with the recent coup d'Blat con ed in my de: 

No, 161 of the 18th June, ue ea 
On that day and the tivo following days, the “ 

up a little spirit, while the 0 

ex 








jumens” appeared to be plucking 
it ssembly, nervously anxious to preserve peace and give no 
ise to the Shah to use forcible measures, was trying to persuade them, Constant 
pourparlere passed between the Ministers and tho'Assembly on the one hand, and the 
Court at Bagh-i-Shah on the other; and, according to M, de Hartwig, who Appears to 
have been kept almost hourly informed of what passed at the Shah's camp, wuile tle 
rest of the world has found it practically impossible to learn anything whatever, an 
arrangement was fivally agreed on and’ signed by all the Ministers under which, 
according to the same authority, some eight or ten persons who had been particularly 
violent in their attacks on the Shah, were to be surrendered to His Majesty, As late as 
the arnt of the 22nd instant, M. de Hartwig assured me that this arrangement. 
0] 2k 













































































154 


would certainly be accepted by the Assembly; and, in fact, he was still maintaining the 
view that the Parliament was loyal to the Shah, and that the agitation against His 
Ymporial Majesty was solely the work of revolutionary Societies and the paid agitators 
of the Zil-es-Sultan and bis fellow conspirators. 

For my part, I doubt much whether the Ministers had at any time the smallest 
expectation of being able to persuade the Medjliss to accept the Shah’s demands, but it 
vas naturally impossible for them to represent to His Imperial Majesty the inevitable 
Aistrust entertained by the National Assembly of his sincerity, and they therefore agreed 
to undertake a mission which they knew to be hopeless from the beginning. Be this as 
it may, they failed signally in their task, and were even denounced as traitors and called 
upon to resign, a 

‘According to M. de Hartwig, Seyyid Abdullah was responsible for the rejection of 
the Shal’s demands, as His Imperial Majesty had refused to pay the 30,000 tomans 
demanded as the price of the Mujtebid’s support. I can hear nothing whatever to 
confirm this story, and, notorious as is the Seyyid’s corruption, I doubt its veracity 
when all the circumstances of the moment are taken into consideration, 

Debate on the demands put forward by the Court was very prolonged, and the 
Medjliss sat till a lute hour before they were finally rejected. ‘There seems to be little 
doubt that this result hiad been foreseen at Bagh-i-Shah, for ample preparations must 
Have been made for the operations of the following d 

‘The accounts of the events of Tuesday, the 23rd’ June, are even more conflicting 
thon usual in Persia, but the inclosed Memorandum given to Major Stokes by a 
journalist as Colonel Liakhoft’s own description is probably substantially correct, 

‘According to this aecount the Popular party was responsible for the first 
aggression, viz,, the throwing of a bomb from the Assembly walls; but Persian ix 
fave almost unanimous in denying this, They concur in asserting that the leaders, and 
in particular, Seyyid Abdullah, had enjoined on the party to act strictly on the defensive 
find that the first shot was fired by a Cossaek, possibly in the air, and that it was only 
after this that the “Anjumens” fired on the troops. ‘The point, hoy is of little 

real importance as it was lear that the Shah had decided to appeal to foree. 

‘Asan instance of the kind of rumour in circulation I may mention an atrocious 
report that Colonel LiakhotT himself shot a couple of his men to produce the impression 
that they had been killed by shots from the Medjliss. I have little doubt that this 
abominable fabrication is widely believed among Persian 

T think there ean be little doubt that the Russian officers were purposely never fired 

on. Persians all say that special injunctions were issued to that effect, and 
M. de Hartwig voluntecred to me the statement that such was the impression of one 
Tissinn officer, Were it otherssise it seems incredible considering the short range and 
excellent cover which the Popular party enjoyed, that they should have eseaped, All, 
moreover, exposed themselves fearlessly. throughout the day and a Persian Deputy has 
told me that Colonel Liakhot in patticular could have been killed at almost any 
moment, Had they been killed I think it unquestionable that the straggle would have 
ended quite differently; but they owed their lives to the general conviction that their 
Ueath would bring about Russian intervention, As it was they succeeded in keeping 
{licir mon on the whole under wonderfully good restraint, for very few shops and scarcely 
any private houses, except those marked down for plunder, i..,those of Zil-es-Sultan and 
Banou Ozm, were touched, and they undoubtedly prevented the Persian regiment of 
Silakhoris antl Amiv Bohadut Jang’s guard from committing the grossest excesses, 

Treceived the first news of the struggle going on in ‘Tehran rather before 7 a.st- 

and a couple of hours later went across to Zerguendeh to sce M. de Hartwig who was, 
however, not yet dressed, He had, he said, received much the same news as myself, but 
argued that Gill we knew with more certainty what was going on we could not decide 
what todo, Tealled again at 12 and he agreed in a general way to send our dragomans 
down to Tebran to point out to the Shah the danger in which Europeans were pla 
Ho sould not, however, consent to itmmediate action. Ei 
was so obviously anxious to put off any joint representations as long as possible that 1 
way quite surprised when he agreed that in addition to urging that steps should be taken 
for the maintenance of security during the vight our dragomans should remind the Shah 
of his assirances to respect the Constitution, But by 3 o'clock M. de Hartwig had 
probably received news from Colonel Liakholf that the troops were masters of tie town} 
ind ho was therefore quite at ease as to the safety of the foreign colony aud indifferent 
svhit assurances we might ask of the Shah, At all events, when I further urged that the 
best means to restore confidence would be to convoke the Assembly at once, the 
Minister exclaimed: “* What, ask His Majesty to convoke an Assembly, more than hat 
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the members of which have just been firing on his troops.” I observed that if Parliament 
was fighting against the Sovereign we could no longer talk of suppressing revolutionary 
Societies; the country was in a state of civil war. M, de Hartwig's statement as to the 
number of Deputies present at the attack on the Meijliss is, I believe, very much 
exaggerated, No independent account that I have been able to procure places it at 
aboye twenty, and there is nothing inconsistent with Persian habits that a few Deputies 
should after a late sitting have remained to sleep in the building, and their presenee 
there may well have been quite accidental, M. de Hartwig’s observation, however, 
appears to meto be significant: to justify strong measures he had till then invariably 
spoken of the Shah as fighting with a revolutionary conspiracy among the “ Anjumens” 
to which Parliament was at least a stranger if not actually opposed, but now those 
measures haying proved effective he was making out that Parliament was as rebellious 
as the “ Anjumens” and must therefore not be reassembled so as to give time for the 
Constitution to be remodelled as had been the Duma in his own country. 
To break off the discussion on this point M, de Hartwig sent to summon 
M, Baranowsky to give him his instructions, After some delay he appeared, and with 
some corrections from myself, M, de Hartwig told hint what we had agreed on, I told 
M.de Hartwig that T should give Mr, Churchill written instructions, M, de Hartwig 
ain tried to make quite unnecessary delays, but at last agreed that Mr. Churehill and 
M. Baranowsky should meet at His Majesty's Legation ai 5 rat, M, Baranowsky did 
not, however, put in an appearance till close on 6 o'clock. ‘To explain this apparently 
intentional delay, 1 ean only assume that M, de Hartwig had assured the Shah that no 
joint action would be made till His Majesty had been warned of its nature, 
_ Onthe way from the Legation to Bagh-i-Shah Mr, Churchill showed the instruc: 
tions I had given him to M. Baranowsky, who, as representing the senior Mission, was 
ty act as spokesman, and who gave a faithful translation to the Shah, His Timperial 
Majesty gave every promise that no pillaging or disorders should take place, and 
special orders were given also for the protection of the Imperial Bank of Persia and of 
tie Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department's quarters, and for the safe eseort of tho 
clerks going to and from the Central Office on duty, 
T inelose a Memorandum by Mr. Churchill, giving a most interesting account of the 
audience aud of what he say at Bagh-i-Shah, | 
Soon after receiving news of the events in town, I sent Major Stokes to town with 
iustructions to. see that no one should take refuge in the Legation inminent 
of his life, and from time to time he sent me telephone messages of what was 
happening. His reportsshowed that a good deal of looting must be xoing on, as he saw 
soldiers, both of the Cossacks Brigade and the Persian Silakhor Regi urning in 
the direetton of Bagh-i-Shah liden with plunder of the most varied: deseription, even 
we gun-carriages being piled high with booty, while at a moment when he was 
actually using the telephone of a shop within a few yards of the Legation gates, four 
men of Amir Bebadur’s guard attempted to enter for purposes of plunder, As a matter 
of fuct, however, comparatively few shops and private houses were pillaged, and most of 
the loot came from the huge Palace of Zil-es-Sultan and from the Medjliss building, 
terior of the former siifered but little, for Dr, Neligan, who went into ‘Yehran to 
his services to the wounded, passed the gate, and though that was somewhat, 
_ he came away believing that the building within had been respected, 
During the afternoon a considerable number of arrests were male among all classes 
of the population. ‘The only names worth mentioning are those of the’ two great 
itcheds, Seyyid Abdullah and Seyyid Mohammed, Sheikheur-Reis, Musteshar-ed- 
Dowleh, the prominent reform leader and Deputy for ‘T'abreex, the popular orator Malek- 
cl-Mutakilimin, and Jehangit Khan, editor of the “Sur-i-Israfl,” both of whom have 
been particularly obnoxious to the Shah from their unrestrained and frequently insulting 
and scurrilous attacks on His Majesty, ; 
When he went to Bagh-i-Shah Mr. Churchill say chained togeth 
mzged and bleeding men, but reports said that hundreds more were se 
that wholesale executions were going on, It was perfectly certain that the Cossacks 
were making every effort to capture the leaders of the Nationalist party, the Chiefs of 
* Anjumens,” and the best known editors of newspapers. All these ruinours, combined 
with the events of the morning, and the helief that a Shah who had not hesitated to 
fire on a mosque would stop at no act of sayagery, produced a state of panie in the 
tonn, and no man who had ever taken part, even’ in the humblest degree, in the con- 
stitutional movement thought his life sate. is 
There was no disturbance during the night, but early the next morning I received 
asty note from Major Stokes stating that Taki Zadeh and six friends, including the 
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editors of the Habl-ul-Matin,” a paper which has distinguished itself by the virulence of 
its attacks on England, and of the “Musavat,” had sought refuge at the Legation 
during the night, I will not stop here to give any detail 

My note informing M. de Hartwig of what had occurred crossed one from him to 
me stating that several members of “ Anjumens” were going to the Lesation to take 
‘ hast,” and that merchants and Seyyids in hired carriages, accompanied by Legation 
gholams, were also proceeding thither. I at once went ty the Russian Legation and 
told M. de Hartwig that 1 knew as yet nothing of the circumstances under which Taki 
Zadeh and the others had heen admitted, that Thad sent down Major Stokes purposely 
to prevent the refuzees coming into the Legation, and that I was convinced that he 
would conscientiously carry out the general instructions from His Majesty’s Government 
onthe subject of “bast,* namely, vat. the Legation was to do everything to dis. 
courage it, and to admit no one except those in imminent danger. It was, of course, 
just possible that: he might make an error of judgment, but T did not think it likely. 1 
would wo to ehran at once myself, and would let him know what had occurred as soon 
as T could, I was quite confident that the story of the Legation gholams escorting 
refugees was quite untrue, and Thad telephoned nt once to Major Stokes absolutely to 
rofitse all admittance, 

On my return to the Legation I found a telephone message from town stating that 
some forty-three or forty-four persons hud gained admittance that morning. On 
reaching Tehran about 2 v’elock 1 found that the feeling of gencral insecurity produced 
by the events of the day before had, if anything, been increased by the exaggerated 
stories of the raids of the Cossacks on private houses in search of suspects, whilst the 
news of the execution of two of the prisoners at Bagh-i-Shah had been maznified into 
tales of wholesale slaughter, Most of the shops, it is true, were open, but only in 
consequence of « Proclamation from the Shali that those who remained closed would be 
plundered by the soldiery, Very few people were moving about the town, but stood 
sont thelr doors or shops ansiously and fearfully speculating on what the Sha might, 
do next, 

About 830 Muin-ul-Vezarch, the Foreign Minister's son and “Chef de Cabinet,” 
caine to the Legation with a message from the Shah, ‘Phe substance of the message 
and of my reply atud the Shali’s answer were reported fully in my telegram No. 155 of 
the 2th dune, 

While we were speaking we heard the sound of rifle fire and, a few minutes later, of 
a gun within w short distanee of the Legation, and Muin-ul:Vezarch explained that the 
Cossieks were attacking the house of Zahired-Dowleh which liad served as the head- 
quarters of an Anjumen ” generally known by the same name. So far as { ean learn, 
No resistance was made, but it was believed that bombs might be thrown from it, The 
operation must have lasted fully three-quarters of anchour for L heard the sounds of 
explosions alter 1 had reached Ala-esSultaneh’s house, ‘There ! again found Muin-ul- 
Vezareh, and, after { had repeated to him in his father’s presence the message I desired 
to he conveyed to the Shab, he left for Bagh-iShah. lace ich, on his. son's 
departtire, spoke very freely on the situation. ‘The caup d’Rlat had been prepared and 
casried ont at Russian instigation and by Russian agents, ‘Phe Shah would never of 
Wimsolf havo had the necessary courage and resolution, and even now was trembling 
With apprehension at the consequences of his action, Persia was now to be a Russian 
province and all this the result of the recent Anglo-Russian Agreement, “Did y 
Government,” he asked, ‘really believe that Russia would respect the spirit of i 
You are doing so, but are you now going to stand by and see Russia violate it in this 
nyumner 2” Tsaid that I thought his Exeelleney took an extreme view ; the Shah had 
undoubtedly: received excessive provocation from the Popular party who were quick 
enough to aecuse him of violuting the Constitution, but were perhaps scarcely less guilty 
in that respect than himself, His Majesty had no force he could depend upon but the 
Cossack Mrigade, and was obliged to employ it. But the fact that the Brigade was 





































































































































officored by Russians did not justify his Highness in saying that Persia had become a 
Russian province. Hix Tighness ‘was, however, clearly, but little, impressed by the 





argumel 
On ig to the Legation I noticed three or fi 
aeross the road some 25 or 80 yards from the Leg 





mounted Cossacks posted 
ion_on either side of the gateway, 







but, thinking it might be accidental, attached no“particular importance to it, Tam 
giving in another despatch a detailed account of the military surveillance of the 








Logation of which this was the first sign, and shall therefore as far as possible omit all 
niention of it in this despateh. 
On the following day, ‘Thursday, the 25th Tune, it 
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the policing of the town had been confided to Colonel Liakhoft and the Cossack 

ile, and the language which that officer held to Mr, Gye and Mr. Churchill when 
y called on him to endeavour to persuade sim to withdraw the Cossacks posted 
about the Legation showed clearly that he regarded himself as de facto Governor of 
Tehran and as authorized to disregard any assuranecs given to a foreign Legation by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

‘The Proclamation of martial law under whieh he was appointed Governor-General 
of Tehran, though it bears the date of the 22nd June, ie., the day before the 
attack on the Medjliss, did not, so far as T can learn, actually’ appear until the 26th. 

From the inclosed translation made by Mr, Smart and checked by Abbas Kuli Khan 
and Mr. Churchill, it will be seen that, M. de Hartwig’s explanations notwithstanding, 
Colonel Liakhoil was appointed Governor-General, with full powers over the police and 
nilitary forees 

Colonel Liakhoff undoubtedly used the authority vested in him to good effect, for 
Tehran has not been so quiet by day and by night for the past six or seven months, 
But in another respect the Proclamation defeated its own ends by the very rigour of its 
terms, Article 5, in particular, providing that in eases of disrespect (the Persian word 
employed implies no nore) to the military soldiers are authorized to use theit arms, 
produced the worst effect. ‘The people were terrified, for they felt that they were put 
at the mercy of any one who had a grudge to pay off, and it is this clause which has 
driven so many persons who were in no real danger whatever to seck asylum at the 
Legation, ‘The town was quiet because it was cowed. 

Meantime a Proclamation of general amnesty also appeared, I believe, on the 
26th, but in spite of it arrests have been, and still are, constantly made. ‘In fact, 
it has been looked on merely as intended to lure suspects from their hiding places. 

On Monday, the 20th, a Proclamation, signed by Colonel Liakholf himself, was 
posted up all over the town, It was superseded only on the 6th July by a motion 
signed by Mushir-es-Sultaneh, the Prime Minister, explaining that Prince Moayed-ed 
Dowleh was Civil Governor and Colonel Liakhoff Military Governor, ‘Translations of 
Doth these documents are inclosed, 

On the 7th July a further Proclamation was issued by Prince Moayed-ed-Dowleh, 
dated the 6th July, in which it is stated that, though it is necessary to continue military 
layr in the town, the Civil Government would be carried on by him, and inviting all 
persons having civil suits (o refer to him within certain hours, Tt is'further explained 
that the former prohibition as to gatherings does not prevent: people going to the 
mosques to pray 

‘The following day a reseript addressed by the Shah to the Prime Minister was 
placarded about the town ordering him to concert measures of reform with his colleagues, 
with special reference to education, the fostering of commerce, and the institution of 
factories. ‘The rescript also orders that the Finance Department should immediately 
investigate all claims for arrears of Government salaries or pensions with a view to thelr 
settlement. 

The object of the last paragraph was evidently to secure the adhesion of the 
bers of pension holders, whose pensions had been suppressed by the Medjliss, 
of course, no money to meet the immense claims which the Treasury would 
have to satisfy. 

Except on the 9th July when a tea house, the property of one of the “bastis” in 
the Legation from which itis alleged a bomb was thrown on the 28rd, was wreeked by 
the Cossacks, no measure of yengeance has been taken, though a considerable number 
of arrests have been made, and I believe that a very active search for arms has been in 
progres. 

Itis very difficult to ascertain how the prisoners at Baghi-Shah have been treated, 
Some twenty-two were placed in chains, and of these one at least has diol), it is said 
from the effects of a wound on the head, which had been untended since his arrest, I 
have more than once urged M. de Hartwig that the rumours of brutal ill-treatment 
would justify our making joint representations in the name of humanity, and le 

xd to make inquiries as to the condition of the prisoners. M. Baranowsky was 
wly sent to Bagh-i-Shah on the 18th, and M. de Hartwig has assured me that 
he could discover nothing in the treatment of the prisoners which would warrant our 
interference, Of the chained prisoners six or seven have been released, and there now 
remain only twelve why are to be shortly brought. to trial, 

On the 13th instant two arrests were made in the vicinity of Gulahck. ‘There 
seems to be some reason to suppose that these arrests were bogus and effected 
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merely to produce the impression that even in Gulahek suspects are not Leyond the 
Shah’s reach. 
: Thave, &. 
(Signed) "CHARLES M. MARLING. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 259. 


Memorandum given to Major Stokes by a Journalist as Colonel Liakhoff's o1n account of 
the Events of Tuesday, June 23, 1908. 


COLONEL LIAKHOFF took possession of the Mesjid-i-Sipah Salar before 
sunrise on the 28rd June with 300 Cossacks and tivo guns. He posted his men inside, 
at the north and west doors and on the roof, and returned to Bagh-i-Shah to report to 
the Shah, He returned to the Mesjid to find it occupied by Anjumans, who had turned 
is Cossacks out. It scems that soon after Colonel Liskhoff had gone 2,000 men, 
headed by Seyyid Abdullah, one of the two leading priests of Tehran, arrived and 
entered the inclosure in which the Assembly building and Mesjid stand. ‘They 
proceciled to the north door of the Mesjid and demanded admittance. ‘The Cossacks 
anid they were very sorry, but their orders were to admit no one, Seyyid Abdullah said, 
“No, iio, my friends, you misunderstand the matter. I have come for the sake of 
pence, and to prevent bloodshed, We are all brothers, all Mussulmans,” &c,, and the 
Cossacks! Tet him in, and after’ him (rooped in the. 2000 men, who, then got all the 
Cossacks out of the Meajid, shut the door and nailed it, Seyyid Abdullah then said, 
“Tf any son of a burnt father tries to get in, bit him. 

On Colonel Liakhoff demanding from the Persian officer he had left in command 

what lad happened, the latter replied, “We have lost the Mesjid—how it happened 
does not matter—but we have lost it” Colonel Linkhoff then posted detachments of 
Vossocks to close the approaches to the Assembly and Mesjid, i.., at the points shown 
% “Cossacks” on sketch, His two guns he posted at A and B (Gee sketch®) and 
four more guns he got from Bagh-i-Shah and posted at © (to shell the Azerbaijan 
Anjuman), D (lo fire south-east at Megjid) and E, ‘The location of the fourth gun is 
believed to have been the north-west corner of the Maidan, He then returned to 
Bagh-i-Shah to report, and advised the Shah to wait for the Anjumans to surrender, as 
he thought they could not get out of their position, While he was at Bagh-i-Shah, a 
Cossack orderly brought news to him thit a bomb had been thrown from the Assembly 
inelosure wall, which had killed three Cossacks and two horses. Tt is stated that about 
the same time five or six Cossacks, moving past the Zil-es-Sultan’s house towards the 
Maidan, were fired on ftom the Azerbaijan Anjuman, ‘They did not return the fire, but 
snid they had no orders to fire on the people, so would not. ‘They joined the Cossacks 
in tho Maidan, Tt is also said that at this time. shots were fired from the Anjuman: 
Murallerich, on the north side of the Maidan, which killed some Cossacks, 

Colonel Liakhoff returned to the Maidan and found his Cossacks taking cover 
under the walls of the houses round the Maidan, He ordered a volley to be fired in the 
air. ‘This was answered by rifle shots trom every side, ‘The Cossacks now became 
beyond his control, and he ordered the guns to open fire. A bomb thrown from the 
Azerbaijan Anjuman Killed a gun-team and four of the gun detachment, and tle gun 
remained for one hour near the Anjuman building, but no effort was made to seize it, 
Aw a cross fire was brought to hear on it from the Anjuman and the Zil-es-Sultan's 
House, the gunners could not rescue it. ‘The Mesjid was now shelled from the north by 
gun D, and from the south by gun A. More guns were sent for, anil one was placed 
At F, south-\est of Zil-es-Sultan's house, ‘The gun at C was now rescued—a Cossack 
managing to creep up to it and attach a long rope to it. ‘The gun was hauled to B, and 
then used to shell the Anjuman-i-Hidayat, then placed at K, and used to fire at Zil-es- 
Sultan's house. Another gun from the north-west corner of the Maidan fired only two 
hells. ‘Phe first cleared the wall of the Medjliss enclosure of its defenders, who retreated 
to the Mesjid. ‘The Cossacks then rushed through the gate into the enclosure. ‘The 
gun-detachment of the gun at A had by this time all been killed except one ganner, 
With whom was a Russian officer. ‘The Cossacks (mounted) who were guarding the 
approach to A trom the south, suddenly found a erovd led by Mullahs advancing on 
them from the south, ‘They ordered the crowd back, but the latter pressed on, where- 
upon the Cossacks retired north of the guns. ‘The solitary gunner asked the Russi 
what he should do, and, being ordered to fire, he fired and 
remainder retired, Shrapnel was fired into the Mesjid. 
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Casvanties, 








Cossacks — 
Killed. 





5 18 
Wounded <. 6 38 

i | (ene a Russian) 
COA GEIMESVENCE SY oy 120 





Of the people, the official report to the Shah said 500 killed, but Colonial Liakhoft 
thought between 270 and 300 was more correct. 


June 30, 1908, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 259, 
Rough Sketch of Neighbourhood of Assembly and Mosque, Tehran. 


[Not printed.) 


Inclosure 3 in No 259, 





Memorandum by Mr. Churchill, 
















IN accordance with your instructions, I went to town this afternoon, and when 
M. Baronowsky, my. Russian colleague, joined me av 6 rat, as arranged by you, we 
drove together to the Bagh-i-Shah accompanied only by the escort of two Indian sowars 
and two gholams I had taken with me from Gulahek, 

Tshowed him the written i ions with whieh you had furnished me as to the 
general sense of the communication to be made by us to the Shah, and which, he said, 
exactly tallied with those he ad received from the Russian Minister, T asked him to 
read a rough translation I had made on my way down, which he could commit to 
memory as hie would have to act as spokesman, ‘This he agreed to do, and when we 
were received by the Shah he repeated the message from memory with considerable 
accuracy. ‘The Shab, who seemed to me to have been prepared beforehand, said. in 
reply, “As to the first point, you may assure the Minister and Chargé d’Affaires that T 
am doing all T can to maintain order, and they can be perfectly reassured as to the 
safety of their subjects.” Pointing to Colonel Liakhoff, who stood by his side, with a 
native Cossack officer as interpreter, His Majesty added that the task of maintainin, 
order was intrusted to the Colonel, and was at that moment making arrangements. with 
him for this purpose. As to the second point, His Majesty desited us to convey his 
assurances that he had had no quarrel with the Assembly, and that the steps he had 

ken wore directed against the revolutionary Anjumens and the disturbers of the peace 
|, His Majesty intended, he said; to observe the Constitution which he hind 
If given to his people, 
1 then referred to the special desire of the Indo-European Telegraph Department 
and the Imperial Bank of Persia for extra guards, His Majesty promised that these 
would be sent. As we retired Amir Behadur Jang, who had been present at the 
audience, said he would himself send the necessary guards, and, calling up an Aide-de- 
camp, asked me to tell him my wants, ‘The officer in question promised to send the 
specified number of men the same evening, and this was punctually carried out, 

The Shah had recived us in the open air at the door of a small garden outside 
the actual Bagh-i-Shah. ‘This garden had been found more convenient for the Royal 
liarem, the Bagh-i-Shah itself being used for the Court officials and subsequently as the 
tion in which the numerous political prisoners were detained. 

We returned, however, as we had come, through the Bagh-i-Shah, and there met 
the Mujtehed Seyyid Mohammed and his son, who were walking about apparently 
tinrestrained. The venerable old Seyyid, whom I have known for some years, eame up 
fo me aud seemed to wish to say something, but secing M. Baronowsky in his Russian 
every-day uniform, he drew back, and after a formal salutation strolled away to another 
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part of the garden, I was, however, much struck by the excessive pallor of his face, 
and I only afterwards heard of the barbarous treatment he had been subjected to earlier 
in the day. 

"Aa We were about to enter our carriage T caught sight, quite close to us in the 
crowded camp in which were assembled Colonel Liakhoff’s Cossacks and Amir Behadur’s 
inregulars, who had taken part in the events of the morning, of a tent round which 
Cossacks were shouting and where apparently something quite unusual was going on. A 
camp-follower, in reply to an inquiry, said that the prisoners were there chained up, so 
M, Baronowsky and P approached, and I sav vaguely some thirty men with heavy chains 
round their necks all huddled in a yery small tent with hardly any clothes on and 
some ina shockingly mutilated condition. One of their number rose from the middle 
of the confused mass and beckoned to me. I immediately recognized him as the 
“Sergeant-at-Arms” of the National Assembly, an inoffensive individual whom I had 
often scen at the Assembly, and who, in 1906, had acted in the capacity of Chiet 
Constable when His Majesty's Legati lie asylum for some 14,000 © bastis,” 
Afraid of recognizing other persons whom I might happen to know among the prisoners, 
I promptly withdrew, aud as we drove avay I saw the Cossacks dancing round the 
miserable prisoners cursing and, T fear, lashing them, 

[eft M, Baronowsky at Coloucl Liakhoff’s house and returned to Gulahek, 

(Signed) G. P, OHURCIILE, 
































Gulahek, Jina 28, 1908. 





Tnelosure 4 in No. 259. 









Martial Law Proclamation of June 22, 1908. 


(Published June 26/27, 1908.) 





(ranslation 

Cea N gt Send June, (908, ‘'elran and the other towns of ‘the Kingdom will be 
uncer maitial lay, therefore, for the suppression of mischief, the establishment of order, 
and the public tranguillity, we hereby do order and command that all gatherings in the 
streets, quarters, squares, as well as mass meetings in the neighbourhood of the town, 
as well sas gatherings in private houses, are only Jawlul when the permission of the 
Goyernor hus Leon obtained, And we hereby proclaim and command that all gatherin, 
held contrary to this Regulation, in the streets, quarters, mosques, &e., will be dispersed 
Uy military force, aud in the event of any disobedience and resistance, they will be 
persed! by brute force and rifle-fire, In order to spare our people these painful 
incidents, we command them to avoid collecting even as spectators in the streets, 
mosques, Ke, In case of disobedience to these Regulations— 























Firstly, the lenders of these watherings, and other persons concerned in the 
gatherings, will he arrested by order of the Governor and condemned to three months 
imprisoninent, 

Secondly, the Commander of the Cossack Brigade, Colonel Linkhoff, has been 
appointed Governor of tle town, ‘The Chief of Police, all Military Commanders, are 
at his orders and under his command. 

‘Yhirdly, those gatherings in public mecting-places and cther spots for personal or 
comme’ guild consultations, gatherings in coffee-houses which are lawful, are 
absolutely forbidden Inter than three hours after sunset. 

Fourthly, carrying of arms without the permission of the Governor is forbidden, 
und those guilty of this offence will be punished according to the first provision of this 
Proclamation, Even those persons who haye permission to carry arms must have a 
ticket from the Governor, 

Filthly, persons showing disrespect to the military will be punished as indicated 
above, and also the soldiers will be allowed to draw their arms on them. 

Sixthly, the fixing of punishment for offences committed in the provinces against 
te above provisions lies with the local responsible authorities, 

Seventhily, the execution of these orders dates from the day of their issue. 

(Signed) MOHAMMED ALI SHAH. 
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Tnelosure 5 in No. 259. 
General Amnesty Proclamation, dated June 25, 1908. 


(Published June 27, 1908.) 
(Sranslation.) 
His Excellency the Prime Minister, 

OUR object was the restoration of order in the Kingdom, and the steps taken to 
arrest the traitors and evil doers were for the relief and happiness of the people, and in 
order that the guiltless and peaceful citizens should cease to be disturbed and in trouble, 
and we are graciously pleased to proclaim by the present reseript « Gencial Amnesty. 
We positively declare that we pardon all persons under suspicion, As to those who have 
been arrested, there will be a meeting of inquiry composed of unprejudiced persons who 
will carefully make investigations, and any one who is guiltless will be liberated on 
condition that the people do not transgress the limitations of the laws drawn up 
ad promulgated by the military Government, or commit actions contrary to rule, : 

(Signed) MOHAMMED ALT SHAH KAJAR, 








25th Jemadicul-Avvel, 1826, 


Tnelosure 6 in No. 259, 


Colonel Liakhoff's Proclamation. 



































\ (Published about June 29, 1908.) 
(Translation.). 
BY command of His Imperial Majesty, for the peaeo of the people, and for the 
execution of the Jaws and regulations of the town, as well as for the information of the 
ic, the following subjects are enumerated :— 















1, The maintenance of general 
Cossack Brigade of His Imperial Maj 
Zarand regiments, and also to the police: 

2, All persons who violate these regulations will be severely reprimanded and 
threatened 5 those persons who are oppressed are allowed {0 make their complaints to my 
Office or to myself, 

3, Any man having committed an injustice towards anyone will be punished in the 

of the petitioner and with the knowledge of a Representative of the Govern- 
In case of any molestation or robbery, the injured party may bring the matter 
large of tHe guardiouse) (Tiiougli-@ misprint the 





the town is especially entrusted to the 
iy, to the gendarmerie, and to the Khalaj and 


































nent. 
to the notice of the* Cossack 
original stated that “the oppressed one will be punished,”) 
4. ‘he price of bread and meat will remain as they are, 
fines will be imposed. 
5. Should there be an assemblage of more than five persons in the streets they will 









Should prices be increased 








le dispersed by foree of arms. 

6. People engaged in selling arms munition are not allowed to do 4o in the 
future without my permission ; and permission is only to be given by me, 

7. If any one fires in the town, Cossacks will be sent to the spot, If the firing has 
been done by mistake, the offender will he imprisoned for a certain period, If any one 
fires at night on thieves in houses, the Cossacks must enter the house to ascertain 
the facts. If the firing has been done purposely the offender will be severely 
reprimanded, 

_ 8. In any streets in which street patrols should be fired on from a house it 
will be destroyed by guns, (The remainder of the sentence is quite incomprehensible, 

Those people who put loads of straw or wood, or beams, &c., in the streets nal 
prevent people from passing, are asked not to do so, 

10. st stop on the right hand side of the roads behind each other in 
files; and drivers who do not observe these rules will be severely reprimanded, 

Kling of water and cleaning the strects are duties of the house owners and 
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12. I request the assistance of all the inhabitants of Tehran to help me in keeping 
ores in eRe Lore Chief and Commander of His Imperial 
Majesty's Cossack Brigade, 
(Signed) Colonel LIAKHOFR. 


[Undated] 
Tnclosure 7 in No. 259. 


Proclamation issued by the Prime Minister, July 6/7, 1908. 
cera IGE is hereby given to all the inhabitants of the town of ‘Tehran that so long 
‘as the ‘capital is under military conditions, the Cossack Brigade, the renimen an ie 
gguard-houses, and the gendarmes who are seeupid in atroling the anal keeping 

in the town, are under the command of Colonel Liakhoff, an: h i 
cl  maintagning order and security in the town in accordance with his orders and 
instructions. aa A, Eade 

‘ins of ization of the complaints of 

But the other affairs of the Governorship, the ii estigat omiplainter 
the a aey ‘and doing jnstice to the claims ofthe petitioners, concern his Highness 
Monyed-ed-Dowleh, the Governor of Teliran, and the inhabitants of the town mage 
‘act in accordance, and recognize that the security and order of the town pectcalarly 
Concern the Colonel, whereas the investigation of the complaints of petitioners and others 
pertains to his Highness above-mentioned, 























(Signed) ‘Tae Prive Mrsister, 





{Undated} 















(26822) No, 260, 





(Received August +.) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey 








Xo. 177. Confidential.) 


Gulahek, July a ae 
VI'TH reference to my telegram No, 152 of the 24th ultimo, T have the honour to 
Aeotamaana Oelock on the evening of the 28rd ultimo Learnt by a note from 


Njor Stokes that, although there had been no sign of any intention on the part of the 
Done a to take bast at This Majesty's Legation, he thought it by no means 
improbable that some attempt woul he made during the course of the night. | Knowing 
that every precaution was to be taken by the Cossacks by patrolling the streets and 
other police measures, 1 appeared that angthing in the nature of bast en ase was 
practially out of the question, and T thought it unnecessary to sen any special orders 
to Major Stokes, as, he_wvas perfectly avare of the nature ofthe general fnstuetions of 
the Tagation in this matter, namely, tat bast en masse was not to he tolerated under 
any eoitions whatever, but Uhat asylum cou’ wot be refused fo persons who were 

eal andl imininent. danger of their lives, Bie ok 
en lock Mage Stokes received a message from ‘Taki Zadeh, the famous 
‘tabrees, Deputy, whose fearless and, at all events so far as public utterances are 
voncerned, moderate adyocacy of the constitutional movement, are mad By i es 
object of mortal hatred to the Shab, that he and tro or three friends desired to take 
rehige in the Legation as they were being hunted dovn by the Cossacks and. momen, 
tarily expected to he captured, and unless received they would inevital Hy be put to 
death. Major Stokes replied in accordance with instructions, and very shortly ater 
ards Taki Zadeh and sx other, including the editor of the * Habl--Matin ” an 
sul-ditors of th * Musavat” and the Suri-tsrafl” presented themselves at the main 
gate of the Legation aid were admitted. ‘There is not the smallest question indeed 
the Russian Minister tas himself adnitted it to me—that had they been refused at 
least threg, and ery probably more, of the party would have shared. the fate of 
Tohangir Khan and Malek-el-Mutakellimin, who were strangled without trial very early 
A Tee eae or rather very early on Watnesday momsing, Mortez Kuli 
a an Tspaan Deputy, aud seven other yerons were admitted in much the same 
‘amnstances, exeept that they sent no previous pee wv psn ytvnareas ose 
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that they would have been put to death, but there 
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all would haye been brutally ill-used, as were, at all events for a time, a number of the 
prisoners at Bagh-i-Shah, among whom were some four or five Deputies. Some of 
them too, were undoubtedly perfectly innocent of all offence. Although the night 
passed quietly, except for numerous arrests, the town on Wednesday morning, the 24th, 
was in a state of panic; reports of wholesale arrests and shooting accompanied by the 
most circumstantial evidence were current, and if eredit had been given to one-tenth of 
them there would have been ample justification for giving shelter to every applicant 
who presented himself at our gates. ‘The evil reputation which the Shah brought from 
Tabreez and the well-known ruthlessness of his chief Persian Adviser, Amir Behadur 
Jang, were in the main responsible for the prevailing terror, and it is not likely that 
with the knowledge which the Persians have of the scenes enacted in Baku and the 
Caueasus two years ago, much comfort was derived from the fact that Colonel Linkhoff 
and M, Chapchal were known to be exercising great influence at Court, At any rate, 
that morning no Persian could have been persuaded that any one once carried off to 
hah would leave the Shah's camp alive, Proof of the terror that reigned is 
given by the fact that Mumtaz-ed-Dowleh, the President of the Medjliss, and two others, 
after two days spent in hiding in the Jewish quarter south of the bazaar, nt last tole 
ge at the French Legation close to Zerguendeh disguised in the dirty rags of 
Dervishes, Amin-uz-Zerb, the wealthy merchant and banker, also intended. to avail 
himself of M. Lecomte's hospitality, but hearing that no guarantee for his property 
would be asked for, preferred, when after a few days the panic had begun to subside, 
to make direct terms with the Shah, He was to have come disguised ns a Francieean 
Father. 

In the cireumstances it is not surprising that a considerable numbor of people 
should have sought refuge at the Legation, and it says much for Major Stokes’ firmness 
that no more than forty or thereabouts actually gained admittance, At the moment 
there was, Tam convinced, no idea whatever of taking bast en masse for political 
motives ; there was only blind terror, and the desire of each man was to got somewhere 
ont of reach of the Shah; and it is more than probable that had no guards been placed 
about the Legation, the great majority of the bastis wonld have been induced to rot 
quietly to'their own homes within a day or two, 

n the 26th the Proclamation of martial law containing the proviso that in ease of 
ilisrespect to the military, soldiers were empowered to use their arms, appeared and only 
increased the general terror. As instances of the alarm it inspired Tmay mention that 
Meftah-es-Sultaneh, the head of the English section of the Foreign Office, who, like 
every one else had been a member of an Anjumen, did not leave his house for tw 
dayss_and Hussein Kuli Khan, Nawah, brother of Abbas Kuli Khan of His Majesty's 
Legation, having reached his house in Gulahek, has not yet (16th July) ventured to 
turn to Tehran. Applications for admittance to the Legation were recoived in ever. 
increasing numbers, but, in spite of the fact that practically every one leaving the 
Legation was being arrested, Major Stokes refused asylum t0 all except those whose 
account of themselves convinced him that they would he sent off to an unknown fate at 
Bagh-i-Shah, 

One or two persons succeeded in entering the Legation compound unknown to 
Major Stokes, probably through the side gate at which the water-carriers who fetch 
drinking water for the British colony from the Legation “kanat habitually enter, At 
ny orders even this door was eventually closed, in spite of the considerable inconvenience 
caused thereby, 

Only two other persons managed to gain entrance by closely following a cart 

1g in building material for the Military Atiaché’s house, in course of construction. 
‘This was on the 9th instant, but the men did not pretend to be in any way concerned in 
political questions, but merely hastis of the ordinary kind who hoped to use the 
Legation to obtain redress for a private grievance, ‘They were quite possibly spies sent 
by the Shah, 

Icis very dificult to gauge the probabilities of an attempt to take bast in large 
tumbers in His Majesty's Legation, For the first day or two, as I have said, there was, 
‘o far as can judge, no idea whatever of doing so for political purposes, and for some 
‘lays afterwards; moreover, I am disposed to believe that the mcompromising refusals 
hich any suggestions of the kind have encountered during the eriais of last December 
have been quite enough to convince the leaders of the Nationalists that such a move 
‘ould be useless, although later there was no doubt a despairing hope among the masses 
that the Legation would receive them as in 1906. On the other hand, of course fear 
ight have driven numbers to seck asylum with us, and once admitted to the Legation 
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suspicions in -very positive shape to his Government, and would feel very embarrassed 
ii t them. vs iM 
5 tone doubt Are received a severe disapproval for haying givens events here 
a turn which has betrayed the fact that Russia, or at least some of the sae ae 
here, have ignored the understanding between Great Britain and Russia that 
Powers will abstain from interference in Persian internal affairs, and he is propor 
tionately anxious to be able to excuse himself by alleging that the loyalty o 
Mnjesty’s Legation is not above suspicion in his respect 

a iave, &e. 2 

Gigned) " CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(26824) No. 262. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 
see) Gately July 5, 1908, 
ra it to y y of x despatch which 
HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of  despat ; 
lind vstivel on ate Wale reporting on the recent raids by Kurdish bands in 
the neighbourhood of Urumin, 









T have, &c. 
(Signed) “CHARLES M. MARLID 

















Tnclosure 1 in No. 262. 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 


10, Confidential.) Taber nea tae 
0s. 86 to 40 concerning the recent Kurdish 
raids on villages in this dist Thaye the honour to report. that these attacks appear 
to hnvo bean the result of two distinet expeditions 
‘he first was the continuation of the the wo 
Keun fron Usling aed by m party of ‘Ierkas.from Mergavar, who Jad wast the 
country nearly as fer north as the Bamandua River committing many murders an 
carrying away large numbers of cattle ani other Toot. | T have not eld separate 
inquiry on my own account into these occurrences, but they are a ie or of como 
Knowledge, and the Mussulman witnesses examined in my presence by Muhte bens 
es-Sultane gave what appeared to be a fatty tuliable aeeount of what happened to 
thom, though their evidente showed signs of provious coaching on some points This 
Aifinlt to Say exactly at what time this rid ceased, aud it is probable that while the 
majority of the Kurds who participated in it returned home ust their p under, 2 
cortain number of them remained in the district in the hope of ania BO 
after indulging in minor robberies tually took part in the seeond and shorter raid 
T cannot otherwis the undoubted presenge in the latter of Mamash Kurds, 
‘Mhe socond raid hegan on the evening of the 10th June, when a large body o 
number of whom it is impossible to discover but whl, probably 
anountl to several tundra, suldenly poured ito the Christian village of Bebra 
on tho tight bank of the Barantus River, "hey at ones eollectel the eatle of the 
village and drove them off ‘The anain body reniained all night in Babarad and the 
adjacent Christian villages of Sendavut (inarked on Major, Mfaunsell’s map) an 
Dadarud, plundering and in some ca thehouse ho Russian, Catholi, 
an Armenian churches in Babarwl were broken open and everything of ‘value was 
taken and much damage done, ‘The inhabitants is round the 
villages, whee a numberof, women from Babarud ands raped during 

nig! 10 one was At dayb ig vas le 
cae sane the river and the main body went on to attack Ardishai, a 
lavge Christian village about 8 miles to the north, Here a disagreeable 
il thom, for a day or two previously the i nts of the adjoining f 
ikke had hired a score of well-armed Ch mfugots from Tergavar to defend 
thom and these, men, on the alam being givon, hastened to the assistance of the 
villagers of Ardishai. ‘hey were soon driven back by superior numbers into Tekke, 
but later on when some of the Kurds liad left with the cattle and others were 
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entangled in the village and plundering the houses the Christians again fell upon 
them and inflicted severe loss. ‘The Kurds finally retired, leaving ten men dea 
Ardishai and carrying away cther dead and wounded, On the Christian side one man 
was killed and a woman severely wounded. 

While returning through’ Babarad the Kurds, incensed at this check, fired 
wantonly at all the men they saw in the vineyards, of whom they killed three. 

Thave gathered the above facts from the depositions of the inhabitants of the 
various villages concerned and the Tergavar refugees; none of those whom T 
examined had previous interviews with the Persian authorities, They were unanimous 
in declaring that the Kurdish force which attacked them was mainly composed of 
Herkais from Mergavar with a lesser number of Mamash Kurds—the latter easily 
recognized from their very distinctive dress, Only two men were personally 
reeognized: one Osman Beg, a Kurd from Ushnu, who has been hanging round the 
Baranduz Valley for some months, and the other a certain Seyid Hussein, whom the 
villagers state has been employed as the deputy of the Herkai Chief, Kerim Khan, in 
collecting “dakhalets,” or offers of submission to the Sultan, Osman Beg is. at 

ig at Balanich on the right bank of the Baranduz River, opposite 
Dizertoke, where the late Mehmet Beg's family have resided since they left Tergavar, 
T think it highly probable that the latter also shared in the raid. 

On the 14th a small party of Kurds, composed of Herkai and Mehmet Beg's 
men, came to the village of Beliene, a mile and a-half west of Urumia, and carried off 
a herd of cattle belonging to the town which wore grazing thero, including {wo eows 
of the Russian Mission. A party of townspeople and Government horsemen. went. 
out and performed prodigies of valour from a distance, but, did not succeed in 
saving the cattle, which were driven off in the direction of the Upper Baranduz, 

On the 16th some forty Begzadeh Kurds, part Tamar Bog’s men and part direct 
from ‘Tergavar (supposed to be Bedr Khan's men) raided right down to the lake as far 
Ghurmakhane, the port of Urumia, and carried off from 600 to 800 sheep which were 

ing on the hills near. ‘They also plundered the village and wounded one man, 

Kuli Mirza’s launch was in port at the time, and the captain, a German, with 
nine ‘armed passengers, exchanged shots with the Kurds, and. succeeded in. Keoping 
thom off the merehan on the shore, Most of the sheep were taken 

fifty as his share, No outrages have been 











































ruported since this date, 

On the 11th Mr. Miller, the Acting Russi 
Pasha and represented to him the responsibility 
for the acts of Kurds coming from distri 
invited him to take steps to prevent 
told us he had already given the nec 
this part of the fron 
ry) 





Vice-Consul, and £ called on ‘Taher 
icurred by him and his Government 
s occupied by the Wurkish troops, and 
ny further outrages and punish the guilty. He 
cessary onders to Yaver Pasha, who commands on 
er, and to the Kaimakam of Ushnu, but he would not admit that 
Kunts, for whom the Turkish Government were responsible, had come into Persian 
territory, and he generally showed himself quite indifferent. 

On the 13th Taher called on me, and I informed him of the Babarad and 
‘lishat occurrences, “He assured mo that he did not believe a word of it, and treated 
the matter with very unbecoming levity. I remarked, in reply, that i I were 
Turkish official I should be ashamed of myself instead of laughing, when 1 heard of 



























ja cent people being robbed and murdered. He then said that his long experience 
i ‘aught him to believe nothing that he had not investigated himself on tho spot, 


vited him to visit Babarud and Ardishai with Mx, Miller and me next day and 
himself, After his previous declaration he could hardly decline this proposal, 
» accordingly all rode out together on the 14th. We found the roud to Urumia. 
Coded with refugees from Tokke, Ardishai, and other villages, bringing what 
Imstable property remained to them into the town, ‘The other side of Gheuktepo the 
“ountry seemed almost entirely deserted. Not a head of cattle was to be seen in tho 
re autss and many of the villages were quite empty. ‘Iwo or three families only 
Tenained in Serdarad, where the houses had heen stripped bare by the Kurds, an 
oUt tiem set on fire. In Babarud there were about thirty persons left, and these 
‘Stitied before us to the facts as stated above. ‘The bloodstained garments of the 
murlered men were produced, and we offered to have their corpses disinterred if Tahor 
(orsidered it necessary. He declined the offer, however, and assured us that he was 
Wy, Gonvineed that men had been murdered, women raped, and the village plundered. 
We also visited the three churches, the doors of which hid been smashed nt and. there 
‘able contents of any value earried off, ‘The pictures in the Orthodox and Catholic 
churches were taken from their frames and torn to pieces, 
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We thon went to Ardisho, and saw the bodies of two Kurds which still remained 
unburied, ‘They had been stripped, and their clothes appropriated by the Tergavar 
nen, and were in such a disgusting state as to afford no possible means of identifica. 
Hon Several dead horses, which had belonged to the assailants, also lay in’ the 
streets, 

‘The inhabitants had by this time fled to Urumia, fearing a fresh attack. 
few women and one man remained in 'Tekke, and the Jatter, who had shared in 
the defence, gave an account of it, which agreed with the details I have already: 
reported, 

vorfalier now gravely assured us that he was convinced that the raid was got up by 
the Porsian authorities in order to discredit the Turks, and that the costumes of 
‘urkish Kurds had probably been supplied to the marauders with this object. 

Next day Talier called on me again, and said that he had proposals to make for 

restoring security in the district. ‘These were— 


1, That a Persian and Turkish soldier should be stationed in each village which 
ind been deserted by its inhabitants in order to give confidence to the people. 
oll posts of Markish and Persian soldiers showld be placed at certain 
i: positions to be chosen by Muhteshem, so as to prevent the passige of bodies 
of Kurds; and 
3. ‘that a mixed hody—say, of fifteen Persian Cossacks and fifteen Turkish 
cavalrymen under reliable officers of the two nationalities—should patrol the Baranduz 
and rout out any Kurds who might be there. 


Tt was, of course, understood, he added, that these measures would be purely 
provisional and without prejudice to the frontier question 
Mr, Miller had by this time joined us, and we told Taher that the measures he 
proposed likely to he efficacious, but that their acceptation or refusal 
{ras entirely matter for the’ Persian authorities, Tle thereupon begged us to submit 
thom for him to Muhteshom, with whom his relations were so cold as to perhaps 
prejud os of an agreement, 
We accordingly visited Mubteshem, and explained what Taher propose 
Would not hear of the first point, but informed us that he agreed to the seco 
Third, and would enter into communication with Taher on the subject. Te subse: 
quently changed his mind. con the second point, preferring to send Persian 
troops alone to the more important strategical positions (if Ne ean get them to go) 
while the execution of the third remains in abeyance pending the arrival of an absent 
Dilicer whom it is proposed to put in command of the Persian portion of the mixed 
force. 
Mubteshem has not shown any great amount of y in dealing 
with the situation outside, which is Jone of peculi he troops 
Tis dispostl have all along showin a marked disinelination to proceed to any locali 
where there was a likeliliood of their having to fight, while the Maku horsemen 
mular have proved themselves entirely useless for offence or defence, tho 
{o plunder indiscriminately when occasio d._ Muhteshem has, however, 
Aneceeded in maintaining, fair order in the town, which was at one moment threatened 
With serious disturbances from the Mussulman refugees and the more turbulent local 
Uement.. he refugees have hitherto declined to return to, their homes, though all 
danger for them now sceins over for the moment. ‘The population, both Muss 

and Oh 1 is most unwvavlike, and seems incapable of striking 

ablowin its own defence, ‘The Ardishai atfair shows how easily the Kurds, who @ 
Yobhers rather than fighters, can be beaten off with a little pluck and energy, but 
ed by their mere name is such that the 

encrally followed. 
ced during the last week, but the telegraph 
li as heen de y irds for so great a distance that its thorough 
repair with the limited means a likely to be a long a his systematic 
destruction of the telegraph is not y Kurdish trick, and they haye probably 
by 

Pasha entered Somai and Charik with 
lared that these two 


gives us to understand that Yaver Pasha's mission 
taken with the object of calming the Kurds and diss 
atiacks, It is highly improbable that the Turks once there will be withdrawn. 
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I inclose copies of the letters addressed to me ish, Fh 
| inclose ¢ e by the English, F 
‘American Missions, as reported in auy telegram No 86, Baglats reaehy/ ond 

Since writing the above I have received another call from Taher 

i er Pasha, w 

came to tell me of the measures taken by Yaver Pasha to keep the Kunls Hues 
He says that some thirty of them have been, or are about to be, arrested in Tergayar 
and Morena, and on the whole he seems to have tardily awakened to a sense of his 
responsibi He now ayows, by implication, that Turkish Kurds were after all 


implicated in the reeent occurrences. 


Lhave, &e 


(Signed) ©, WRATISLAW. 


Tnelosure 2 
Rev. W. A. Shedd to Consul-General Wratislaw, 


Dear Xe Wr Urwmiay June 11, 1908, 
IN addressing you on behalf of the jean Mission in Urumin it is not 
ry to remind you that for some time past the state of the country has been 
sowing more and more perilous, and the danger to life and property has become more 
imminent day by day. ‘Phe situation at present is alarming in the extreme, Within 
t few days s or four Christian villages anda much larger number of 
em villages have been sacked in the southern part of the plain of Urumia, 
the assailants being the same Kurds who recently attacked and devastated tho district 
of Dole, ‘To-day they attacked the villages of Ardishai and Takya, some 12 miles 
from the city. Although the Kurds were beaten off with the loss of twelve of their 
number, they hiave since renewed the attack, ‘here seems to be great reason to fear 
that in the village of Babarad, although it hnd previously been pillaged, the Kurds 
today killed a considerable number of innocent people, the village of Dizzataka is 
tluvatened by another large force of Kurds, In another part of the plain and by an 
entirely different set of Kurds an attack was made on the village of Anhar, only 
from the city. Another alarming feature of the situation is that a large 
number of desperate refugees are pouring into the city from the pillaged vil 
{oalay wo have barely escaped a serious mob and no one ean tell what a doy, may 
ring forth. We all hoped that the coming of the i Commissioners would he 
ed by a cessation of the attack by Kurds, practically all of whom are from 
listriets now occupied by Turkish troops. When we allel ow tls Wasklai( Counts: 
siouarsreeently the condition oF th country was discussed, but the subj 
hem in a very flippant way. ‘There is no force on the paxt of the Persi 
of resisting the Kurds, aud the only lope would seem, to be the aetion Se aaecHles 
Fower, While the greatest peril is undoubtedly that to the poor villagers, both 
Che nd Moslem, we cannot but fee! that there is ine or to foreigners 
here. It is of course impossible far us to carry on our usual work in the villages. 
Ender al these eireumstances we cannot but appeal to, you to exert every effort to 
pring about such action as will rescue the poor people of this region from pillage and 
mutder and also protect foreign residents from the common danger. 
Thave, & 
(On behalf of the American Presbyterian 
Mission), 
(Signed) W. A, SIEEDD. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 262, 
Rev. W, A. Wiyram to Consul-General Wralislaw, 


Me Wratstw, tention to ne nglish Mision, Urumia, Jane 18 
‘o call your attention to certain facts concerning the o 
ae ee certain facts concerning the present condition 
It is of course known to you that the Kurdish raids have n it 
ee n you that ¢ reached such a pitch of 
‘oldiess of late that it has been impossible for Europeans t0 go beyond the immediate 
Grsitous of the eity of Urumia except under strong escort. | So long as we observe 
these precautions, we are, of course in no personal danger; still the state of semi-sioge 
aves ei unpleasant and a most serious hindrance to our work in the country, 
50 ax 
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‘Phe inhabitants of the villages in the plain, Mussulman and Christian alike, are 
in a different case. Many villages have been plundered and many villagers murdered, 
Many more villages, from fear of plunder, have been abandoned, and their inhabitants 
have taken refuge either in Urumia or in other defensible centres. Agriculture is at 
a standstill, at a time when this compulsory idleness will entail famine at a later dat 

We recognize that the Governor of Urumia, though well-intentioned enough, 
absolutely without the power to stop these disorders. As, however, the raiding Kurds 
are cither admittedly ‘Turkish subjects or are claimed as such by the Turks, and as the 
‘Marks have abundant force on the frontier to control every Kurd in the country, 
could not pressure be brought on the Ottoman authorities, either in Urumia or 
elsewhere, to bring about the cessation of the present state of ansrch 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. A. WIGRAM. 


Tnelosure + in No. 262. 
veuch Archbishop Lesné to Consul-General Wratistare. 


Congrégation de la Mission dite des Lazeristes, 
M, le Consul, Ourmiah, le V1 Juin, 190 
VOUS lb si depuis longtemps ravagé et s 
Dandes des Ku rlout, J '$ meurtres et leurs pillay 
Héponvante. i ent dle jour en jour de plus en plas 
elle est extréme, ae é 
Profondément Gmus par tant de malhenrs, nous nous sommes réunis aujourd’ kui 
avee leg is Gtrangires d’Ourmiah et avons décidé tous 
ensemble davoir recous & votre haute influence pour yous prier, M. le Consul} de 
youloir bien avoir Vobligeance de rechercher les fauteurs et les auteurs de cos 
désordtees, den établir In responsabil aussi de chercher ies moyons dy mettre fin 
‘aw plus tht. 
Dans Vespérance, &e. 
) i. LESNI 
Délequé Apostolique de la Perse. * 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 


(No, 150.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 15, 1908. 
WITIL roforence to my despatch No, 98 of the 23rd April last, I have the 
honour to report that on tlie 2nd May a note was addressed to me by the Minister 
munication prompted 
’s Department, the ister of the Interior 
Ahwaz-Borasjun telegraph line, and 


Director of the Indo-European. ‘Tetegraph 
ment to ascertain what ies to effect 
essary repairs, and ording to 0 
report from a British signaller at Borasjun, the only portion of the line in bad orier 
was that between Borasjun and Kola}, about § miles distant from the former ; that the 
tion was being wilfully delayed for the purpose of extorting money 
n of Borasjun, that gentleman Naving already been blackmailed to the 
extent of 800 tomans and refusing to pay more. 
‘On the 12th instant Mr. King Wood communicated to me a further report stating 
une the Borasjun-Kolal section was repaired at the expense 
of the Khan of Borasjun, that the section from Shuster to Kolal was repaired d 
the spring, ‘The signaller at. Bornsjun is of opinion that at presont the lino seems to 
be in good condition, that defects will uot be apparent until, the rains begin, and that 
vopairs more thorough than the Persian authorities are likely to undertake, or their 
al officials to carry out, will undoubtedly become necessary. 
‘Dhese reports must, I venture to think, be regarded as indicating a colourable 
fulfilment of their promises by the Persian Government, and as strengthening the 





7 


opinion recorded in my above-mentioned despatch that until next winter no reasonable 
opportunity will present itself for reopening the question. I am, however, keeping 
a careful record of each occasion on which there is a breakdown on the line. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(26826) No. 264. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 4, 
eT) 7] y—( igust 4,) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 15, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith tlie usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia, 
he lengthy telegrams which I have been obliged to send on recent events in 
‘Tehran have made it unnecessary for me to give a more detailed account than that 
which is included in it, but I have attempted in separate despatches to deal at greater 
length with those aspects of the crisis which appear to me to deserve special notice. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnelosure in No. 264, 


No. 7—Monthly Summary. 


Tehran, 


___ DHE following is a chronological account of the events which have occurred in 
Tehran from the 17th June to the 15th July, which are reported upon in detail in 
separate despatches :— 


June 17-21.—Negotiations continued between the Assembly and Anj 
the one side and the Court on the other, 

June 22—Whe Shah sent the Ministers to the Assembly to make demands for 
the surrender of certain persons accused of creating disorders. Assembly severely 
attacked the Ministers for alleged complicity with the Shah, and asked them to resign, 
The Shah's demands were refused. 

June 25.—Mosque and Assembly surrounded by Cossacks. Shortly after 6 A.s. 
hostilities broke out, During the course of the morning the following places were 
shelled and then looted by the Cossacks and other soldiers: (1) Sepahsalar Mosque, 

) Assembly, (8) Banon Ozma’s house, (4) Zil-es-Sultan’s house, (5) Anjuman Azer- 
Daijan, (6) Anjuman Muzaiferi, (7) Anjuman Hedayet, Casualties during the day, 
according to Colonel Liakhoff': Cossacks, 23 killed, 44 wounded ; other rogiments, 
killed and wounded, 120, On the Popular side it is stated that from 270 to 800 casual- 
ties oceurred. 

_,, Most of the Popular leaders were captured during the course of the day, 
Zadeh and about seven others took refuge in His Majesty's Legation, 

\t 6:30 pat, the British and Russian Dragomans waited on the Shah and exp 
the hope of the British and Russian Representatives that order would be maintai 
the Constitution observed, 

June 24.—Refugees at His Majesty's Legation increased to about forty persons, 
including several Deputies, 

Malek-el-Mutakellimin and Jehangir Khan were strangled at Bagh-i-Shah early in 
te morning, Zahir-ed-Dowleh’s house was bombarded and looted during the day, 
His Majesty's Chargé d’Afaires called on the Foreign Minister and discussed the 
situation, “At 7 vas. a strong Cossack guard was placed round the Legation to prevent 

ss by refugees. The Munshi of the Austrian Legation had an audience of the 
Shah, Mr, Litten, Dragoman of the German Legation, called on Amir Behadur at 
BaghiiShah, Both urged the maintenance of order, 

June 25.—Legation continued to be guarded by Cossacks, Abbas Kuli Khan and 
the British courier with Foreign Office bags were interfered with. Mr, Churchill is 
sent fo town to urge withdrawal of Cossacks on Foreign Minister, He and Mr, Gye go 
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together and subsequently eall on Colonel Liskhof Cossack are removed the same 
night. 4 

June 26,—Proclamation appears appointing Colonel Liakhoft Governor of Tehran 
ani proclaiming martial lay, Arrests continue, Foreign Minister calls on Mr. 

June 27.—Guards appear round Legation in another form, i.c., so-calles 
darmes” in plain clothes, Mr. Churehill is sent to remonstrate with Foreign Minister, 
so ends his gon to ee Colonel Liakho. Proclamation announcing a ‘general amnesty 
is publishe 

June 28,-—Legation is more closely guarded than ever. Cossacks reappear. At 
5 ra Major Stokes telephoned: Legation is, in plain English, besieged.” 
Mr, Churchill is sent to see the Shab, and has an audience in the presence of the 
Foreign Minister, Shah is stubborn, and says that if he removes the guards 5,000 
people will rush to the Legation, 

June 29, Guards removed in the evening, 

July 1,—Me, Churchill is sent to the Shah with a translation of the King’s telegram 
in reply to the Shah’s complaints, 

July 3.—The demands of His Majesty's Government for reparation for indignities 
offered iy the Lezation are presented to the Shah and Persian Government, 

Ju'y 1. Lewition is “completely invested” all night and until 10 at, on account 
of rumoiirs that tie people aplate closing the bazaars and taking bast en masse at 
the Logation 

July 5—Guards finally removed, 

Events of whieh dates are doubtful :-— 


1, Death of a Judge who had delivered sentence on the murderers of Fereidoun, the 
Parsee merchant, He was uniler chains at Bagh-i-Shah and died of a festering wound 
in the heal. 
2, Return from exile at Kelat-i-Naderi of the Shah's roughs, 
3, Appointment of Amir Bohadur dang as  Sepahsalar,” or Commandler-in-chief, 
1, Appointment of reactionary Governors to nearly all the provinces: Assof-ed- 
Dowleh to Kurs; Nayer-ed-Dowleh to Khorassan; <Ain-ed-Dowleh to Azerbaijan; Soif- 
cd-Dowleh to Atabisians Ekbal-ed-Dowleh to Ispahan, &¢ 
Appointment of Kavam-ed-Dowleh os Finance Minister. 
niting of the demands of the Dutch Minister as to Saad-ed-Dowleh in refuge 
at the Duteh Legation sinee December 1907. 2 


List of Proclamations issued, 





iste 





splints ast Bit +| dune 2 
Colonel Lill asin Goveror ait wart la prio 


I Liakhoils Proctau i 


in the capacity of Govertion 1 
elections 3 ee 
it that Moayedsel-Dowleh is. Civil 

vleh esplains Colonel Liakhomts 
Jumnation as to teforins 


) 


* Prootamiat (June 24, but has not to this day Leon posted or circulated 
amon Copies aro dificult to obtain, 


(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Secretary. 
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‘Vabrees™ 


Recent events here are dealt with in a separate despateh. 


Resht, 


1, On the 19th June some Cossacks fired on an orator addressing a meeting. They 
xere disarmed, maltreated, and thrown into prison, ‘The bazaars were closed the next, 
day. On receipt of news from Tehran that the Shah had made three prominent 
Nationalists prisoners, the Anjumans compelled the Governor, the Kurguzar, and the 
Direetor of ‘Telegraphs to hand over to them their official seals. On the 26th June news 
arrived of the Shah's coup d’Btat. All approaches to the Governor's house were guarded 
‘and three guns were brought out. On the 27th the Governor ordered the opening of 
the bazaars, but the order was not obeyed. Some Cossacks were sent to enforce com- 
plianee, and a fight ensued in which three persons were Killed and fourteen wounded, On 
the 29th the bazaars were opened and quiet was restored, 

9, A Russian gun-boat, the “Geok Pepe,” attempted to cross the bar at Enzeli on 
the 26th June but ran aground, She was got off and returned to Baku, the “Krasno- 
vodsk,” a gun-boat of shallower draught, replacing her. ‘The Russian Consul is thought 
to have asked for a gun-boat at Enzeli, being afraid that the people might seize the 
12,000 rifles and the ammunition which is lying in the custom-house consigned to the 
Persian Government, 


Barfurush, 


‘The town was thrown into disorder at the news of events at Tehran. ‘The people 
showed themselves much opposed to the Shahi, and asked a British merehant if he would 
grant them refuge in the event of reprisals by the Shab. He replied that he would not, 
The son of a Member of the National Assembly committed suicide on hearing a report 
of his father’s death at the hands of the Shab), His funeral was made the occasion of a 
seat demonstration against the Shali 


Meshed. 


‘The Shah's success scems to have been accepted absolutely, special prayers being 
said in all the mosques in thanksgiving for it, M, de Giers informed Major Sykes that 
M, de Hartwig had told him the Shah's quarrel was not with the Assembly but with the 
Zilsus-Sultan’s party. He added that the Russian Military Attaché for Seistan, Baron 
von der Flas, was due shortly at Meshed, and that but for financial weakness Russian 
troops would now be in 'Tabreez. 


o Turbat-i-Hayderi. 


1. Four Russian Cossacks and two Persian sowars arrived on the 16th June from 
Seistan. The Cossacks were returning to Russia, but the sowars were to guide an 
officer who was to come to Seistan with more Cossacks, presumably Colonel von der 
Flaas, 

2, Captain Tyass, on the 16th June, informed Captain Keyes that Amir Bahadur 
Jung, the Shah's A: er, had ordered Rustam Beg, his Agent at Salami, to place his. 
‘cnants at Captain Tyass’ disposal in the event of disturbances at ‘Turbat, Amir Bahadur 
had also ordered thirty sowars to be sent to Tehran, 


Ispakan. 


15th June telegrams were sent from Ispahan to all parts of Persia, urging, 
the deposition of the Shah and the appointment of the Zil-us-Sultan as Regent, ‘These 
seem to have been sent in reply to requests for co-operation received from Resht, 
Tabreez, Shiraz, and Hamadan, Some attempt was made to organize a march on 
rehran from all towns to depose the Shah, ‘The bazaars and public offices were closed, 
and daily meetings were held to discuss the situation. On the 20th June there was 
talk of the Constitutionalists in each town taking refuge in the British Consulate, while 
the National Assembly was to take refuge in the British Legation, It vas generally. 
believed that Russia was encouraging and helping the Shab financially, and fears were 
expressed that Russia would even send troops to his aid if necessary. “The Shah sent a 
telezram, in which he threatened to use the sword to retain his throne, Ispaban replied 

[is99] 2¥ 
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by a message to the people of Tehran that the Shah was an infidel. On the 23rd June 
news of the evenis of that day at ‘Tehran arrived. The Shah telegraphed to the 
Governor that he had had to use force against certain disturbers of the peace, that 
‘Tehran had heen placed under martial law, and that if troops were required to keep 
order in Ispahan they would be sent. From the 24th to the 26th June meetings were 
held to discuss the situation, but without other result than that a telegram was sent to 
the chief priests at Kerbela asking for support. The town has since remained quiet, 
On the 3rd July the Ala-ul-Mulk, Governor-General, was recalled to Tehran. He left 
on the 7th, and is succeeded by Ikbal-ud-Dowleh, 





Yezd. 


On the 10th July news was received that the leaders of the recent agitation here 
had been arrested, 


Seistan, 


1, Major Kennion arrived at Birjand on the 80th May, and was accorded a very 
oud reception, all the officials being present to receive him, 

2, M, Brayine recently told Mr, Daukes that tle Russian Consul who is to replace 
shortly would be a Colonel, ie,, military officer specially appointed to Seistan on 
the annlogy of Captain Iyass to ‘Turbat, 

3, Sllaukat-uieMulk, who recently obtained a loan of 2,000/ from the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, seems to have alreaiy offered a bribe to some official at Court to get 
him kept on in his Governorship, 

















Shiraz. 





. the Zil-us-Sultan, Governor-General of Fars, left on the 6th July for Ispahan, 
travelling by the Sarhad route, His departure was due to the appointment in his place 
of Axaf-ud-Dowleh, During his short tenure of office the Zil-us-Sultan displayed 
considerable energy in restoring order and in trying to recover goods stolen from British 
firms and subjects, 

2, Motaiid-ud-Divan, prominent enemy of the Qavami faction, was ear 
June released, and appointed Secretary to Akbar Mirza, son of Zil-us-Sultan, to whom 
the command of the Arab tribesmen was intrusted, An Arab Chief, Asghar Khan, 
having refused to come into Shiraz, Motamid-ud-Diwan, with a force of 600 infantry, 
200 horsemen, and two guns, was sent to discuss matters with him at Seidan. On his 
arrival Asghar Khan greeted him in the most friendly way, took him aside, and, pulling 
outa pistol, shot him dead, His men then killed Motamid-ud-Diwan’s younger brother, 
No one moved a finger to help cither of them, ‘The event is likely tovhave a very bad 
effect on the peace of Rars 

3, His Majesty's Reside 
‘on the Gi 

4, 
Srd June, 

5. ‘he two sons of the late Qawam embarked at Bushire early in June on the 
Bombay mai steamer on their way to Europe, 

6. Shiraz has remained quiet since the news of the Shah's success at ‘Tehran was 
reovived, 

















in 























in the Persian Gulf arrived on the 20th June and called 
or-Gencral the next day, 
-[khtiar, formerly Governor-General of Fars, left for Tehran on the 





Kerman, 





At the beginning of June a follower of the Naib was tried and sentenced to 
imprisonment. ‘Phe Naib and his followers released him by force, insulted the Court 
which had tried him, and pursued the prosecutor into the honse of the Nazim, roughly 
handling both of them, ‘The Nazim took refuge with the Governor, who seemed to 
have een a disinterested spectator of the struggle between the Naib and the Nazim. 
On the 16th June, however, the Nazim came out of refuge to organize a demonstration 
to demand the return of the Naib, who had been compelled to leave the town for 
Mahun by the party of Adil-us-Sultanch, Rafat-i-Nizam with 300 men moved from 
Bain on Mahun to support the Naib, but the Governor sent a regiment and some guns 
which met him near Makun on the 6th duly and repulsed him. ‘The Naib then 
disappeared, but reappeared on the 11th June in a mosque at Bam; Rafat-i-Nizam was 
reported to haye reached Farral 
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Kermanshah, 


1. No authentic news of events at Tehran had reached the people of Kermanshah 
onthe 30th June. The Chiefs of the local tribes had, however, offered the Shah the 
services of 10,000 tribesmen, and as the Chiefs were holding a Conference in the town 
it was unlikely that the Constitutionalists would make any move, 

2. His Majesty’s Consul mentions that the Ruasian Agent now residing at Burujird, 
Mirza Abdul Ali Khan, fast year made two attempts to get at what he thought were the 


Consulate cyphers. This occurred when Captain Haworth was out in camp with the 
Russian Consul. 


Persian Gur, 



























Bushire. 


1, Mirza Abul Kasim, employed by the Russian Consulate at Bunder Abbas as a 
spy, arrived at Jask on the 26th May and returned to Bunder Abbas on the 3rd June, 
He intended to visit Karachi, the police of which place have been asked to watch him: 
During May he visited Gnaddur, Gwetter, Museut,and Jase 
2, The news of the Shah's coup d’Bfat was received peacefully, and the local 
Assembly and Anjumans quietly dissolved by orller of the Governor, 

3, The “ Muzafferi ” published tuo libellous articles against the British Government 
recently, The matter was referred to the Governor, who promised to take action, 

4. The Resident left for Shiraz on the 8th June for the summer, 











Bunder Abbas, 





Lieutenant Gabriel, His Majesty's Consul, proceeded on three and a-half months’ 
leave on the 18th May, 


Ahwaz. 


1. Captain Lorimer, His Majesty’s Vice-Consul, left on his sumoier tour on the 
6th/May, He reached Ispahan early in June, 

2. An Emissary from the Russian Consulate at Kermanshah was reported to have 
been recently collecting commercial and politieal information in Burujird and 
Khurramabad, 

3. Herr Mygind, of the “Berliner Tageblatt,” arrived from Ispahan on, the 
16th May. He intended to go to Shuster and Dizful and to travel through Luristan 
to Kermanshah, but eventually left by steamer for Bagdad en route to Tehran vit 
Hamadan, it he received in Ahwaz was one from M. Ter Meulen, 
































5 Lingah, 

Mr, Brown, the local representative of the German firm, Wenekhaus and Co., gave 
out in May that Herr Wonekhaus would shortly return to the Gulf from Germany in a 
man-of-war, He also attends meetings of the Anjuman-i-Azad, and appears to have 
thoroughly identified himself with the Sunni party in local polities, 


Mohammerah. 


1. Herr Mygind, of the ‘Berliner Tageblatt,” arrived from Bunder Nasori on the 
2ith May. He camped outside the town and flew a flag on his tent, He left for 
Bagdad on the 31st May. 

2. Messrs. Lynch's refusal to pay for two bales lost while in. charge of shippers 
agents has led to a boycott of their steamers by Shuster merchants, "The Moin-ute 
Tujjar’s agent is guspected of being at the bottom of this, 

3, News from Maidan-i-Munattun is that second dri 
bat drilling has been suspended until preparati 

(Signed) 























ing has practically found oil, 
ean he made to avoid loss of oil, 

©. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché, 




















Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 


Gulahek, July 15, 1908. 
which M, Isvolsky has held to Mr. O’Beirne, no less than 

not unreasonable to infer that 
Yovernment that Zil-es-Sultan, 
certain measure of countenance in his 
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heen representing to his 
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Russian Minister 
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much impressed with the fact that t 
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acting together in the matter. x 
ions contained in your 
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comber, 1907, tliat you wished that at all events good 
Imperial Highness, I allowed 
tation, on matters 
ignatures, &e., but when the 








(0 of the 26th D 
personal relations should be maintained with 1 
Mr Churchill on three or four oc 


sions to go to his palace, by im 
as witnessing 0 

it, was obyiously frivolous 1 withheld 
ecasions the Zil paid me visits at_my own house, one short 
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ly after the attempt on 
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raz, the Zil began to importune me 
‘Mt that time His Imperial Highness’ 
himself seemed by no means 
med so desirable for 
sionally sent him very: 
¢ him from thinking 
1 Bill, through whom the 
hetween the Zil and His 
ambitions, I desired to 
~s showed. that 
ation as to the prospects of the 
xd him that he could expect no countenance 
s of his complicity in 
i him of the conditions 
tection of His Majesty 
es in the past month, and the 
ly well aware of our attitude 


om the moment of his 
5 as to the course of eve 
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in that distracted province, that I oc 
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‘ster of the general nature of 
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against the Shah; but the victory of 
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complete chang: 
Ispahan, abusin; 











CHARLES M, MARLING. 
































(26828) 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 


Sir, Gulahek, July 15, 1908, 

I RAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum by Major 
Stokes describing in detail the manner in which His Majesty’s Legation was kept under 
military surveillance from the evening of the 24th Jume to the 30th, Major Stokes? 
gecount only records what he actually saw himself, but as a matter of fact on two days, 
the 28th and 20th, the watch was even more close than, he was aware of, for on those two 
days there were four, not two, posts of Cossacks stationed each some 250 to 300 yards 
from, and in sight of, the Legation compound, and so disposed that each on its round 
must pass along one or more of the roads bounding the Legation compound. These disposi 
tionsare proved by a letter from Colonel Linkhoff of which I have a copy furnished me by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs. M. de Hartwig has assured me that one of these 
ickets, that ot the north-west corner, was intended to prevent the great garden of the 
te Atabeg from being used to store plunder, T of course replied that had T known 
this I should have raised no objection to that particular picket; but as a matter of 
fact the pretext for placing twelve mounted men there was patently hollow, for three or 
four foot Cossacks would liave been amply sufficient to prevent any one from trying to 
conceal loot in it, 

‘The Memorandum, I think, shows quite clearly that from the evening of the 24th 
ty some time during the night of the 26th the Legation was very closely watched by 
Cossacks in uniform, that on the 26th the watch was very much relaxed, but. only to be 
renewed again on the following day, but by gendarmes instead of Cossacks, and that 
on the 28th four pickets of mounted Cossacks were stationed in such a manner as to 
patrol the roads all round the Legation at frequent intervals, On the 20th the patrolling 
Jess obtrusively done, and on the next day the Cossacks disappeared, though a few 
police were still hanging about, 

For the next three days there was little to complain of, but on the night of the 
rd July a strong picket of soine twenty Cossacks was posted on the road north of the 
Legation, and on the 4th and Sth patrols were constantly working round the Legation, 
The reason put forward for renewing the guards, ax reported in my telegram No, 189 
of the 4th July, was the exaggerated story that preparations were being made at the 
Legation for the reception of a large number of ba: 

Attempts have been made by the Russian Minister, in defence, of course, of Colonel 
Liakhott’s action, and by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on i ions from. the 
Shab, to persuade me that the reports which 1 have had from Tehran as to these 
proceedings were exaggernted, ‘The answer is that in no other part of the town, not 
oven in the vieinity of the Medjliss and Mosque, have any measures been taken in any 
‘vay resembling those in foree around His Majesty's Legation, and that the state of affairs 
has been the common talk of the town, and the Legation the centre of attraction for 
curious sightseers, 

No doubt the Shah has been nervously anxious to prevent the recurrence of bast 
large numbers at the Legation as in 1908, and no doubt also his apprehensions have 
quickened by the reports brought him by Colonel Liakhoif of our alleged 
endeavours to induce the bazaar people to seck asylum with us. My own impression 
is that Colonel Liaklioff’s first measures on the evening of the 24th were taken without 
reflecting that he was offering a serious affront to a foreign Legation, and that later on 
lhe persisted in them to prove to the public that the Legation was powerless to help 
thom, Teannot, however, acquit Colonel Liakhoff of having acted with wilful disregard 
for the respect due to His Majesty’s Legation, and 1 fear also that he felt some degree 
of satisfaction in so doing. ‘The tone he used towards Mr. Gye and Mr, Churchill when 
they called to endeavour to persuade him to withdraw hi 


Cossacks on the 25th June 
5 distinctly arrogant, not to say hostile, and, both these x 



















































ntlemen assure me, betrayed 
He himself gave to M, de Hartwig a very distorted 
. Churehill as demanding redress for 
Legation, whereas 











cases of which I have myself noticed—of the Cossacks towards 
Legation, hut specially diselaiming any desire for the punishment of the offenders, I 
sea short Memorandum by Mr. Gye of this interview, Colonel Liakhoff has also 
copied more than one charge of misrepresentation against Major Stokes, charges 
(1599) 27 
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Yased on nothing but native evidence, and has forwarded them on fo the Russian 
Minister. ‘These stories no doubt lost nothing in the telling when M. de Hartwig 
related them to me, but that it should be suggested that by merely speaking to a 
Cossack Major Stokes sought to undermine th line points to the existence of 
animus which was certainly not on our side, as the Russian Minister is constantly 
suggesting. 

A further poi 
anything in t 

















{is that it would have been perfectly simple to have prevented 
nature of arush of refuzees from the bazaar without placing a single 
Cossaek within sight of the Legation, or in manner to which we could not have taken 
exception, [pointed this out to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 26th ultimo, 
aiid he promised to try fo induce the Skah to adopt less offensive measures, but his 
Ellorts seem: to have achieved only the partial success of obtaining an altered disposition 
of the Cossacks on the 28th and 29th June, 

‘The Russian Minister has more than once assured me that the posting of guards 
about the Lexation has been done at the express command of the Shali himself and 
independently of Colonel Linkbolf, but the balance of evidence shows that this was 
not the ease, and, wioreover, 1 have heen assured by the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
that Colonel Liaklolt' was « 
guided cutively by his ady 

ied on, 

































L have, &« 
igned) CHARLES M. MARLIN 











Inclosure 1 in No. 266. 


Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the Guards round His Majesty’ 
Tehran, June 24 to June 30, 1908. 








dow AM about 7 2. 





some sixtee 





nounted Persian Cossacks under a Persian 








officer came and took up a position direetly in front of the main gate of the Legation 
and within 10 yards of it, They were posted én single rank at intervals of about 3 y 







Te happened that sixteen P 







1 soldiers, who had a few minutes before be 












of the Legation for haying been implicated in the looting on the previous day 
slaniding near the gate about to move off, ‘Piese men the Persi took 
command of and posted them in front of the gate and within 2 or 2 yards of it, 





Mr, Churchill and Mr, Smart, who were just then starting for Gulalick, remonstrated 
with the olticer, who, in reply, remarked ‘that the Shah had the right to punish evile 
doors. Ho, liowever, moved his Cossacks—still in the same formation—to a distan 
about 20 yards from the Legation gate, ‘The detachment of soldiers moved away from 
in front of the gate, bul lined np along the wall of the Legation immediately north of 

Mr, Churchill, on arrival at Gulahek, reported the above facts to Mr, Mai 
cr othier posts of Cossacks and gendarmes were established 
the Legation in sueli a way as to prevent free aecess to it, No person was allowed to 
Weave the Lewation or to approach it without being molested, Mr. Hawkins, of the 





































Nujyusial Bank of Persia, who was temporarily occupying the house of the Chargé 
A’ Ntlaires in the Legation, had his earviage stopped when approaching the xate. Persians 
ne to the Legation on the most cent busine: 
they left it. The incid 








naintance of cur gholams—the son of a werchant at Co 
AL whose house our gholams used (0 put ap when they c 
came to ie Lewation gate, spoke to a gol 1 then 
gone 10 yards he was seized by the head policeman of this quarter and hustled into 

Carriage to be taken off as a prisoner, the policeman remarking : So you meant tu zo 
into the British Legation, did you?” The man tried to eseape by getting out of the 
Girriage, and a struggle cnsued, whereupon « passing Cossack at once fired at him. He 
wounded him, but also wounded the policeman, who died two days later of his wounds. 
Whe merehant’s son was taken off 
with the demands of Tis M 
































rescue, 

opposite the gute, we 

into the Legation, 
June 35.—The above state of things 








ontinued during this day, When Mr, Gye 
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and Mr. Churebill arrived at 1 vax to interview the Minister for Foreign Affairs there 
were cight Cossacks within sight of the main gate of the Legation—four at the gate 
itself, within 2 yards of the walls, three at the guard-house opposite, and one who 
walkesl up the front of the Legation as they passed and stared rudely at them, ‘There 
was also a detachment of soldiers—about twenty men—a short distance from the south- 
east corner of the Legation, During the afternoon Abbas Kuli Kian arrived from 
Gulahek. Several Cossacks at once rushed at his carriage, pointing their rifles at him, 
In the same way, when the carriage conveying the Foreign Office vag in charge of a 
gholam and a sowar—both in uniform—was near the main gate Cossacks rushed at it 
and thrust their rifles into the carriage. ‘The Cossacks were withdrawn after dark, 

June 26.—At 10 At. there were no guards round the Legation, but one Cossack 
was posted in the guard-house opposite the main gate. This man reyorted on ail 
persons wlio entered or left the Legation, No objection could be taken to this man’s 
presence, as I found, on inquiry, that a Cossack had been posted in each guard- 
house in tie town, At 7 vat. a carriage driving towards the Legation was stopped 
by a policeman, but allowed to pass when he was satisfied the occupant was not a 














refugee. 
June 27—In the morning the head of the police of this quarter of the town came 
to the Cossack on duty at the guard-house, and obtained from him details of what he 





had seen of people entering and leaving the Legation, A short time afterwanls. two 
ndarmes were posted at the north-east corner of the Legation. 1 then walked 
right round the Legation and found other posts, five men at. the south-east: corner, si 
men at the south-west, four men on the north side. spoke to the two latter parties. 
icy were not in uniform and stated that they were waiting for a carriage to take them. 
{o Niavéran, to which place they. said the Shah was. moving. Mr. Churchill arrived 
from Gulahek at 1p. and found five gendarmes within 3 yards of the main gate, who 
told him they were on duty there. Mr, Churchill went on, but on his return a tew 
minutes later he fouud two of them had gone to the guard-house, while the others 
had gone to the sonth-east corner of the Legation, Hv again spoke to them and. said 
he would seize them if they loitered near the gate, A few minutes later they sent, in 
4 message by a gholam asking to be pardoned, and adding that they were only obeying 
oniers, that they were forty in number, and were sent by the Chief of Police, who acted 
on the orders of Colonel Liaklioff; Mr, Churchill then went to see the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, whose ton came himself daring the afternoon and interrogated the 
zendarmes as to who had posted them round the Legation, At 715 vast, these men 
vere still about, though not so conspicuous as earlier in the day. 
Juie 28.—-At 9 s.. 1 walked vound the Legation and found the following 
gnards :— 

































1. A patrol of twelve Cossa 
‘A similar patrol of Cossi 
rod, 


s under a Persian offiver at the south-east corner, 
ks at the north-west corner, but some 200 yards down 








th 





The procedure of these patrols was to move along two sides of the rectangular 
perimeter of Ue Legation, then halt at one corner for half an hour or s0, in observation, 
at the process, so that the three sides of the Lexation on which there are 
gates were all continuously under tleit observation, I spoke to one of the Persian 
officers, who told me his orders, which sere from Colonel Liakhoff, were to patrol round 
the Lexation 
liere were also posts of gendarmes of three to five men each at the: soutli-enst 
soutlicwes!, and north-west cor. 
were seen to haye climbed tree: 











In addition to this, on two occasions at least men 
in order to ascertain, presumably, what prominent men 








arly in the morning there were eight armed gendarmes patrolling the 
roads round the Legation in pairs. By 10 sat. their numbers had increased, and 
six Cossacks were posted at the south-east comer of the Legation, In the evening the 















visible fro gholam, observing a gendarme beckon to a carpenter, who was 
employed in the Legation, watched both men, A short while afterwards the gendarm 

ucted the carpenter to the Chief of Police, who was round the corner near the 
Vurkish Legation. The earpenter was being cross-examined as to the refugees in the 
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Legation, when the arrival of the gholom caused the three men to separate, and the 

carpenter was brought to me. He stated that the Chief of Polis ad asked him 
f the refugees. I took steps to prevent a recurrence of this incident, 

ee me Signed) ©. B. STOKES, Major. 





eee 


Inclosure 2 in No. 266, 
Memorandum by Mr. Gye. 


ON the 25th June T accompanied Mr. Churehill on his visit to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs with the object of obtaining the withdrawal of the Cossack guards round 
His Majesty’s Legation, Tis Highness heing at Bagh-i-Shah, we were received by his 
son, who at once proceeded to Bagh-i-Shah, and in the course of the afternoon returned 
swith his father bearing a message from the Shah to the effect that he had no knowledge 
of the arrangements made, but that orders had heen issued to remove such guards as 










































In reply to Mr, Churchill, wl ‘ n who 
al first seemed unwilling even to admit the presence of extra guards in the vicinity of 
the Legation, plainly stated that the Shah had intrusted him with all arrangements for 
the maintenatice of order in the town, and that he had taken his own measures to insure 
this, Upon Mr, Churchill explaining that the Shah lad given orders that the guards 
should be lessened in accordance with our wishes, Colonel Liakhoff reiterated his 
instructions and took no. pains to disguise the fact that orders issued from Bagh-iShab 
carried little weight with him, He added Giat the Shah had appointed him Governor 
of the town, and the Proclamation announcing his appointment would be published in a 
day or two, 
(Ibis a signif 
ay, Was dated the 22nd June.) ane % 
Beyond giving vazue assurances that Tis Majesty's Legation would have no cause 
complaint inthe future, Colonel Liakhof neither expressed regret for what had 
taken place nor, indeed, appeared to belieye that there had been the slightest grounds 
ception taken to the Cossack guards. : 
wy Colonel Liakhott’s manner betrayed considerable 
unable to 


























Janiation, which was issued on the follon 





t fet that this Pr 
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(26831) 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 4.) 


186, Very Contidential.) 
Sin, v Gulahek, July 16, 1908. 
‘NO give a just appreciation of the causes which have led to the recent: strained 
tions between the British and Russian Legations in Persia, it is necessary to giv 
sketch of their x sgards Persian internal affairs for the past 
ix months, {he poli in December will still be fresh in your 
memory, aiid F need do no more than recall th tomy inyitation to take joint 
action, With the object of bringing about a recone een the Shah and the 
Constitutional party, M. de Hartwis: consistently refused to take any such action until 
the course of events proved fo him that the Shah was really in danger of losing his 
ono, if not indeed his life, Ror some little time subsequent to the December evisis T 
that M, de Hartwig conscientiously used his influence with the Shali to 
Majesty to act up to his repeated promises to respect the Constitution, 
6 thieve cannot be the least doubt that his sympathies were wholly 
with the reactionary party, and that he was determined to do everything in his power 
to maintain Mohanimed Ali Shah on the throne, nor has he made’ any secret of it, 
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ve 
ent Shah. Only the other day 

n Agreement to do. so, 
Axthur Nicol: ky had 



























ly rath ML. de Hartwig the 
vnment that His Majesty's Legation was not ac 
eoment of August 1907. 1 anything to r 
tit have been too complaisant anal 

Haying thus succeeded in dra 
Appearance which was the more easily produced by our absolute and coneistent 
refusal fo countenance or show sympathy with the Nationalist party), M. de Hartwig 
Uclioved that after the cou Etat carried out by Colonel Linkholt’ on tie 28rd June 
uothing would stand in the way of the Shah in’ crushing the agitation against him, 
He, lowever, left out of his calculation the fact that in certain eixeumstances it would 
pe impossible for His 3 "s Legation to refuse asylum to refugeos, hose 
Cireumstances unfortunately arose, and M. de Hartwig saw at once that the Shah's 
triumph would not be so complete as he had wished, 
this eventnality must alway: 
as to the right of asylum, 
on the part of the L 
tHat while intervention has been thrust upon us fe has delib 





sasion for reporting 
up to the spirit of the 
proach myself with it is 














igging us into a seeming acquiescence in his policy 
































"1 tainly not Great Britain, 
Ken up this attitude he had to justify it to. his 
quently accepted il no doubt reported to St, Pot 
fonding to show that membc Majesty's Legation had deliberat 
the ‘agitation against the Shah, nd wore even inviting bastis to 
with us, 

Listened with 








i, every: story 
ly encouraged 
ake refuge 














i atience ty all his alle 
suscepti proof, and found them gu 
of th rule, he simply declined to 
did, denied haying ever made the esse 









and linving examined such as were 
able, attempted to convinee him 
ten or, on the single oeeasion when he 
ens. Te even vent 

in law, had pointed ont the 
¥ of Article 3, permitting soldiers to use their arms in ease of distespect shown 


Tie assured me that on his advieo the Shah hind eaneellod the parasgeaygh, and 
red ii the Proclamation as phiearded in the town. Yob the 
graph, was at thal moment and for days 




















Prociai 














rer afi Legation main gate, I Id casi 
pista he Russian Minister assorted at 
Tn the stances, it appeared to me that where we could not eve 


agree 





ertainable fa 






, to attempt to discuss any point whatever with M. di i 
‘i a r y eve M. de Hartwig 
ss uot only useless but might easily lead to a personal disagreement, which 1 Tole 
Mist at all huzards be avoided. Gn one oecaston, indec i : 










We were not far from it, 
ppetrance of accor,  Enfin 
us en avertin.” T could only 


ously sive the same assurance, 
0 have made ita grey 


¢ that I did not app! 
ral aa Cossacks about the Legation. As «i matter at 
hat: y 


aul protested against it, and again later that [lis Majesty’ 

Government took a very serious vw of the matter. "Me said that he woul inquiee ot 

lonel Liakhoff about it, but the result of his inquiries was merely that he sssuregl 
at L lid been misinformed as to what had taken place, = 






he said, @ propos of th 
Yous admettrez que j 
iy to this a 





ssity of presi 
¢ nai rien fait i¢i sans 
that 1 could eonseientio 













informed him 
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Excopt that he at one time hal 
insinuation which he as promptly withdr 
enongh, His tone, it is true, was si 
his manner_in speaking to his coll fhe 

the understanding for joint action, and 
denounced the action of the Legation in receiving hastis as deliberately hostile to his 
own policy. Me would not, however, admit that the posting of Cossacks around the 
Legation by the advice of Colonel Liakhoff was a far more public sign of disncconl 
Detween the two Legations, All the time, moreover, every kind of calumny was Ix 
spread abroad about the Legation ; the familiar ones about the gholams were mos 
ulated; ut new ones, such as that I had been recalled and Major Stokes and 
Mr, Churchill dismissed, were also current. Some of them, I regret to say, were 
traceable to Colonel Liakhoff, whose conduct M. de Hartwig wasat such pains to defend, 

Tt as of couse most wnfortunate that, owing to the breakdown of the telezraph 
wire heliveen St, Potershurgh and Tehran 1 was lett for some days in ignorance of the 
result of the exeli F views between London and St. Petersburgh, As State 
messes take precedciee of all others, M. de Hartwig received his telegrams some 
time before T did, but thou: O'Reirne, he 
nover gaye mean inkling of what the views of his Goverament were, However, as 
soon as he called on me t felt sure that he must be holding out the olive branch, and I 
at once responded. e y y 

Since then our relations have been as friendly as is possible in the efreumstances, 
Dut 1 regret to say that Mode Havtwig is still inclined to listen to am 
the discredit of om? gholan \l this morning brought up a fantastic fabs 
the wife of one of them was the leading spivit of a women’s Anjumen of a 
piuticularly obnoxious type. ‘he truttt is that the woman is unusually well educ 
Yor her station in life, aud for the past three months lias kept a school f h 
is uttonded by the daughters of persons in a very respectable rank of life, Most of 
the pupils are under Li years of ae, 


teil that he doubted my own good faith—an 


T haye, &e. 2 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING 





(26832) No, 268 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 


Gulahek, July 17, 1908, 
reported in my telegram No, 210 of the 11th instant, the formal apology in 
reparation for the insults recently offered to Mis Majesty's Legation was tendered to 
me by Alases-Sultanch, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the Persian 
Government, and by the Vezir Afkham, the Minister of the Court, on behalf of His 
Imperial Majesty the Shah, on Saturday, the 11th instant, : 
‘Phe ceremony, of the briefest description, took place in the drawing- 
room of the Legation in ‘Tehnan, ‘The staff of His Majesty's Legation attended in 


the question would at once 


‘he Minister of the Court then said that the Shah had given him a vertal 
message for me, in which His Majesty reiterated his assurances of good faith in reg 
to this point. PS 

1 have the honour to transmit « copy of the note to the Persian Government 
communicating to them His Majesty’s Government's demands, of their note aceepting 
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them, and of the English text of the apology, together with a translation of the Shah's 
guarantee. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 268. 


Mr. Marling (0 Ala-es-Sultanah. 
Your Highness, Gulahek, July 2, 1908, 

TPID not fail to communicate to my Government the contents of the telegram 
under date of the 29th ultimo, in which, by the commands of His Imperial Majesty 
the Shall, your Highness expressed regrets at the alfronts which during several days 
had been placed on His Britannic \ 

‘The instructions which T hay a from Hi 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs di 
of the rey 


ajesty’s Principal 
+ me to inform your Highness thai, in view 
isty’s Lexation was exposed, in spite of my 
the hands of the polico and Cossack Brigade, His Majesty's 

, having ly considered the grave situation which has {hus been 
ted, have formulated the following demands: — 


hat the Cossacks and police be withdrawn from the approach 
n, and that British subjects and servants be not molested by them, 
2. ‘That a formal and full apology he offered to myself at the British Le; 
y the Minister of the Court on behalf of His Imperial Majesty the S 
linister for Foreign Affairs on behalf of the Persian Government, both these 
‘sh officials being in full uniform, and due and suflicient notification of the intended 
visit being given beforehand. 
ed while going to or coming 
nmediately released, 
Suaraniteo signed by His Majesty the Shah shall be given to mo 
for the lives, persons, and property of the refugees now in the Legation, 

‘That if among those refugees there aro persons charged with crimes, as di 
fTences, for wh are now amnestied, a fair trial shall bo gi 
ha member of His Britannic Majesty's Legation shall be presont, 

these demands to your Highness, Tam instructed to state also that 
immediately accepted and scrupulously fulfilled, His 
npelled to take such steps as they may, 

the reparation which they consider due to them, 


In accordance with the instructions of my Government, T have laid the above 
terms before His Imperial Majesty the Shab, 


T avail, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


— Eee 
Inclosure 2 in No, 268, 


Ala-es-Sultaneh to Mr. Marling. 


(Iranstation.) 


Tehran, July 9, 1908. 

COGNIZ NCE has been taken of the contents of Your note of the 2nd July, 
Containing five conditions, which you stated that you proposed to the Persian Govern. 
ment in accordance with the instructions of your Government. ‘The matter has been. 
submitted to His Imperial Majesty the Shah, and in view of Tis Majesty's sacred 
nsolve to give particular care to the protection and maintenance of the foundations 
of the friendship and concord existing between the two Governments, and in ores to 
prove these pure intentions, His Imperial Majesty has agreed [to the demands}, and 
has commanded me to inform you of the acceptance of the conditions contained in 
Sour note, Regarding the third point, you will, of course, inform the P 

who the persons are whose release 

may he given, With regard to the f i our ives, property, and 
persons of the refugees in the i 3 S 


2 refiage stated verbally, 
‘ud as the British Government is aware, I remind you of the nocessity that some of 








185 







184 





so-called soldiery collected at Bag 





iShah, and immense damage would haye been 














the refugees in the British Legation should travel fora time, since their presence is done before Zil-es-Sultan, or whoever else the people might have called upon to act as 
the cause of mischicf, and their departure will conduce to the tranquillity of which Tezents(ebuld aye vestared onters 





te country is in so much need. ‘Th mers have been issued for the 
exeeittion of the above-mentioned conditions, and it is evident that you will consider 
this incident as completely closed. It is hoped that just as the Persian Government 
Nays endeavours as far as possible to meet the representations of the British Govern. 
ment, the latter will appreciate the goodwill shown Ly the Persian Government. 


Tavail, &e. 
(Signed and sealed) NEI, MONAMMED ATI. 











it is, the Popular party for the moment are stunned, and, so far as can be 
judged, have no thought of continuing the struggle, unless by taking hast at His 
Majesty's Legation, For it is undoubtedly tous, and to us alone, that they really 
look as the Power through which they obtained their political freedom, ‘They are, of 
course, perfectly aware that we desire no more now than in 1906 to be mixed up in 
internal questions of this nature, but, having forced our hand two years ago, they 
cherish hopes of being able to do so again. ‘They are now, however, without leaders + 
the Kajars and Nobles are, as a party, no longer to be counted on,” Seyed Abdullah 
and Seyed Mohammed have been arrested, and the former deported from the capital ; 
Musteshar-ed-Dowleh is a prisoner at Bagh-i-Shah, and ‘Taki Zadeh is about: to leave 
the country. Of the two great popular orators, Malek-el-Mutakellimin’ is dead, and. 
Beha-ul-Vaizin in bast at the Legation, while Seyed Jemal is believed to have been 
aptured. ‘The lesser lights are in. hiding, while half-hearted interested people, such 
is Muin-et-Tujjar and Amin-uz-Zerb, have purchased peace at various prices, and, 
with the exception of Mumtaz-ed-Dowleh, the ex-President of the Ass nbly, th is it 
man of prominence left, Though it would thus seem well nigh impossible \ 
'e should be made, it is the opinion of many, who are in close touch with 
the masses in the bazaar, that the party is only waiting for an opportunity to renew the 
struggle, | The only symptom of this at present is the attempt made by a crowd 
the night before last to foree an entry into the Legation, but it is a very disquicting 
‘one, and I confess that for ¢ ent T sce no way of preventing it, unless by 
allowing the Shah to employ means similar to those for which we have just exacted a 
formal apology, 
Ta the Provinces, except at Tabreez, and perhaps to a small extent at Ispahan and 
Resht, there seems to be complete indifference as to the fate of the Medjliss, But 
this does not connote any particular affection for the Shah; on the contrary, {am 
iter inclined to the belief that the country as a whole would be glad to be rid of i 
lim, and would welcome a strong, if tyrannical, Ruler, such as the Zi lta \ 
At the Court tlie utmost confusion appears to prevail. It seems cortain that 
there are at present two parti the one Russian, led by Colonel Linhoft, and the 
Persian, identified with Amir Behadur Jang, but neither seems for the mon to 
the Shah’s councils, Besides th there are a host of 
an influence over the b 













Tuelosure 3 in No, 268. 







Pent af Verbal Apology of f Court aul Minister for Paveign Affairs for 
Disrespect to His Majesty's Legation by surrounding it with Troops. 












that, in the 
ul to assure 
ials, in cam 





a have learnt with gr 
ned only to mainte 








‘DINE Tyaperial Goyerument of Pe 
dumying out of mensures which wei 
the Security of the inliabitants of th 
out their duty, have conunitted ¢ i u 
Legation of Mis Byinunnie Majesty, which was contrary fo their instructions, ° 
fore Mis Mmperisl Majesty the Shalt h displeased at the conduct of his 

iarzed me to convey to your Excellency core regrets at these 
which were in no way in conformity with [his] sentiments of friendship 
anil, 

























































towards: 


Tohian, July 1905. 















Tnclosure 4 in No, 265, 




































Shah's Reseript guorantecing Lives, Property, and Persons of Refugees in 
His Majesty's Legation, 











(innslation,) 
Mhe Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
sone Poisian subjects, being afraid on account of thei 
wfuge in the British Legation, we, out of re 
1 them for thety past offences, and by them 4 
the persons mentioned in the list by the British Legation should be seeure on 
unt of their lives, property, aud persons, and that th consider themselves 
anmostivil for their past offences, ‘ 
Some of them who are the eause of mis 
Hoon forgiven, should sarily leave the © 
us the list, in onder that we may fix the ys 























interested cow 
willed Sha 
No one knows who the Ministers are, Mushir 
m-ed-Dowleh, and Mushir-ed-Dowleh hold respi 
ior, Fe Affnits, 1 and Justice, and T understand that numerous 
dl for such Departinents.as the‘Pelegraphs, the Post OMlice, & 
Appointed and rvcalled with bewildering rapidity, here 
moment the Shah seems disposed to clomeney and conciliation, as 
ppointed Zahis-ed-Dowleh, whose house was pillaged for harbouring an 
n,” to be Gov amderan, while at another he is all for severity, 
arrests to go on unchecked. 
optimistically of the present calm as off 
Spportunity to model some reasonable form of government, t 
wal electoral laws, but, for myself, T fail to sov by whom this is to be done, ‘he only 
suggestion that has yet been put forward is that of M. Bizot for the formation ! 
ind of Board of Control at the Department. of Finance, composed of himsolf, | 
4e Administrator of Customs, and one or two Persians, whom he knows and believes 1 
10 be eapable of honest work. ‘The scheme, however, has not yet taken any definite 






















ex-Sulianeh, 
ively the portfolios of the { 
































past offences have 
You should submit to 





f, although thei 
ntry for ti 


iod of th 


al’s handwriting.) It is correct. 
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i A good 
reeast the Constitution i 





[26833| No, 209, 






























Mr. Marling to Siv Bdward Grey—(Receteed August 1.) 
















eee Gulalek, July V7, 1908. 

TY hy dospateh No. 161 of the 18th ultimo on the general in Persia 
At that date T ventured to hazard the remark that, to carry out his poli intaining 
Mohammed Mii Shah ov the throne, M. de Hartwig here lind traded, of rather gambles, 
on the conviction, general among was prepared to intervene by 
force of axnis on behalf of her protégé. Events have so f caleulationss 
there ea he no shadow of doubt that the jeers who carried out the 
coup CRUibon tho 2rd ultimo owed their immunity solely to the belict that their 
death would be rovenged bya Russian invasion, ot that’ had they heen killed the 
fortunes of the day would almost certainly have gone quite differently, and the Shalt 
would have been in refuge at the Russian Legation. Whether it woul’ have been to 
tho ultimate good of the unity or not isa difficult question to answer, but, in the 
immediate result, Teliran would no doubt have been given over to pill the 



































} 
convocation of Parliament would ho ih 
to restore confidence in the capital, but that it would 

‘anently establishing decent government is fair! i} 
of the past year, Persia, in fact, is not. yet fit for ! 































ations, exeept in a very limited form, On the other hand, the 
appily entirely destitute of the ‘statesmanlike qualities necessary to guide 
along the new path, even if hie desired to do so. Nor ins he the strength 
and fixity of purpose necessary to erush the popular movement, or even, 

been achieved by foreign assistance, to govern the country as tf 
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y f the last few years, and would, I believer 
‘The country is weary of the chaos of the or yess, mal would tele 
ra form of Government, autocratic or popular, so long i enough 
Tee and tranquillity, But, unless a strong man can be found to take 
the task in hand, it appears oniy too probable that the existing miserable state of 
affairs may continue indefinitely. ee : 
(Signed) | CHARLES M. MARLIN 





(26884) No, 270, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 
eae julahek, July 17, 1908. 
a it herewith a summa translation of a very 
AVE the honour to transmit herewith a summary in ion of ave 
Wve EES MIICNCy erature tae Vg DNL VZagelinirene asp ate e Melioou ara 


ccurate sketch of the 
citer, which is strietly moderate in tone yy accurate sketch of 
A UUalie ices ay eat by aloiracabrictelligon tnt ie Natigeatae ldersaui wala 
think, bo read 
. Uhaye, &e. ae 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnelosuire in No. 270. 


Summary of Letter addressed by Taki Zadeh to Mr. Marling. 


Neen detailed account of the deplorable state of Persin under Carre 
the hoginnings of the eonstitutional movement, of the moral support lent by Liber 
Enghwd, of the moderation of the Assembly in the long strug lo against the Sha 
and the Russians, he points out the respon of, gland for the Bee 
Constitution. Ue people were gettin better of the Shah in spit ° 
Tsien TAnglo-Russian Agreement the Russians. wore en fee 
Land and by trading on the stea ion of the iti y een 
ands of the people hy_ threatening pendence of Pers esenting 
Hee en (heir cooa tea acapareg opel Tn this en Assent 
eats, e tlitade of England, prevented the 
siete a ea ‘he coup d*Btat, directed and Ananced 
1 of a cK y and 

y Rusia, was a violation of the Agreement, which lays down ! 
fof the-people in im, and as a nepreseutative of the nation, he hegs the Britis 
Geese A epacdwaltinnvesdy eats aude oil ti fale name as friends of 
ng to, he Treo, and fo, help the Fenian people to preserve thet 
Tie Shak promise officially. through the, Kussian and. Brits 
Repnesentatives to observe the Constivition, whieh by an Artiele of the Constitutional 
Te MEHR AT MATAR. Ova eas Tel with the Gonstitution the 
Shah eamnot dissolve the Assembly before the completion of its legal rerio 
‘Mucrefore he hopes that His Majesty’s Government will press for the immediate 
abolition of matin Taw and the reassembling of the present Meiji, which are 
essential points if semblance of liberty is to be preserved. He fits that the 

Chare6 d’Alfaires cannot grant him an interview to explain his views at length, 3 

for friendly advice and help from England in the present trouble. 


ily 2, 1908. 





{26835} No, 271. 


Mr. Marling to Sie Edirard Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

em Gaulaheh, July 17, 1908. 
ae inspire Shia elegraph to His Majesty the 
M quite unable to say who inspired the Shab to telegraph t jest the 
Ghee Ne advisability of my being recalled, Until Finformed them of it 
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contents and of the King's reply, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Russian 
Minister both denied all knowledge of the telegram having been sent, but rumoure of 
the existence of some message of the kind were certainly current in Tehran on tho 
20th ultimo, and it is hardly possible that they should not have reached the Russian 
Legation. M. de Hartwig's comment was merely “quelle bétiso!” Judging from the 


composition of the first part, the telegram could hardly be the production of 
Persian. “The most likely explanation is that the idea was the Shah's own, but 
that the message was actually drafted by some one at Court possessing a’ good 
knowledge of either French or English. ‘The general belief here is that. it wes 

pired by Colonel Liakhoff or Mf, Chapehal, but T have no proof whatever in support 
of such a theory, and am disposed to disbelieve it. 

Your telegram informing me of it and of His Majesty’ 
when I was in Tehran, and I’ was unable to return 
off the note to the Minister for Foreign the same evening, I was in some 
doubt whether it was not the wish of Iis Majesty that I should deliver his reply 
personally, but fearing that the Shah might make difficulties about granting mo 
audignee, T thought it better to send Mr, Chutehill, who placed the King’s reply in 
the Shah's hands early in the morning of the 1st instant. An account of his audience 
vith the Shai is inclosed, 

T venture again to offer my humble and grateful acknowledgments for His 
Majesty's gracious expression of confidence, 

T have, &e, 


(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


reply reached Gulahek 
rly enough to prepare and send 


——<$<————— 
Tnclosure in No, 271, 
Memorandum by Mr. Churchill. 


IN accordance with your instructions I proceeded to Baghsi-Shal ¢ i 

ng with the translation of the telegram which His Majesty the King hid 
aldressed to the Shah in reply to his telegram, 

T was received by Atir Beladur Jang in his tent at 7 A..1., and saw some of the 
prisoners with chains round their necks on the way. As the Shah was not yot dressed, 
1 had to wait for an hour, during which time I conversed with Amir Behadur, who 
snoke very freely concerning recent events He spoke very bitterly of M. Chapchal, 
‘tom he deseribed to me as a lunatic, I seized the opportunity to question Amir 
Beladue respecting the prisoners, and to urge him to treat them humanely. 1 
rominded him of the way in which the Prophet's son v, Ali, had treated the 
man who struck the blow in the mosque at Cufa which eventually proved fatal to 
Ali, Amit Beliadur, who. pretends to be very retended to be much impressed, 
ad asstired me that the prisoners w 2 Wi A. Talso said a few words in 
favour of Serdar Mansur, in view of his English Order, 

At about 8 o'clock we were told. th 
went to the Anderoon door, as usual, 

T handed the Shah the translation of His Majesty tho King’s telegram, which he 
read himself. When he had got about half- 


y through, lie said: “T still maintain 
that the British Legation was never surrounded by soldiers. Wrong information. as 
teen given by intriguers.” 


He then read the telegram to the end, and said that he 
Le had known me for ten years and trusted me, 
good audy 


at the Shah was ready to receive me, and we 


was very glad to see me; 
nd T should give the Chargé d’Afaires 


the Chargé d'Affaires had done his duty, and that the Shah had no 


» lie said that he wished to maintain friend 

; Holland, Belgium, &c., and of cour 

y relations with England, but the Chars 
a civilized and noble people. Ami 
y are noble, though not oa? 1p 
Nery glad to hear that when le had moved the men (here he halted a little, and 
hanged the sentenee), when he liad removed those who had been told to wateh what 
Sent on round the Legation, it appeared that some people had come to the doors to 
Seek refuge and had been turned away 


lations with all 
ery anxious to maintain 
ffaires seemed to act as if the 
Bebadur her interposed, saying 
© Shah went on to say that le was 
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‘I said that of course they had been turned away. This was only what had heen 
promised by the Chargé d’Affaires—surely the Shah was not surprised. 

The Shah then said that he still maintained that the Chargé d’Affaires was 
entirely to blame. Why did not the King send a Minister ? 

T said the Shah had quite misunderstood the Chargé d’Affaires, and was 
continuing to speak when Amir Behadur again interposed, and said that he had 
met the Chargé d’Affaires by chance the previous evening, and had had a long 
conversation with him, and he now quite understood the situation. He asked the 
Shah to let him arrange matters in future with the Legation, 

The Shah then again that he was so pleased to see me, but the Nav 
(Abbas Kuli Khan) was intriguing, and his brother (ffussein Kuli Khan) w 
quite mad. 

I offered no remark. 

‘The interview then came to an end, 











ih 















(Signed) G, P, CHURCHILL, 
Gulahek, July 1, 1908. 
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Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 4.) 

(No. 831.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, July 25, 190 

TIE Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 22nd instant expressed great anx: 
ding events in Tabr Ie said that the state of complete anarchy which 
yeigned there was full of danger, ‘The Russian Consul-General had not as yet beon 
molested, and the erowd lad been careful to avoir acking for 
no guarantce that some such thing might not occur. T said that trot 
Which f had read M. Pokhotonow appeared to be very unpopular. 
that he had done nothing to deserve the popular dislike, for he had confined himsel! to 
acting as mediator between the factions. Quite recently he had proposed that the 
Mujteshids should be sent out of the town; that suggestion could not be construed as 
siding with the popular party: 

M. Isvolsky then spoke of the enormous losses to Russian trade involved by. the 
continuance of the disorders, and went on to say thi hough Russia did not wish it, 
the situation might become such as to eblige her to int aid it would be 
unfortinate if Russia took such a step, and I reminded 1 Heney that. th 
Gove ed that they adhered to the poliey of non-interfer 
Me repeated that Russia did not wish to 
mstances made it unavoidable, In any 












































































and would do 
would of cour 
Government, 

Wy the Minister of B 












tions which had taken 
agreed on both sic 
ves and propel 
leney now spoke of losses to Ri 
ple of intervening whenever her tr 
in reply me that there wa 












so long as the 
. vespeeted. His BE: 
trade; if Russia was going to act on the pri 
suffered at would her far, M, f 
change w hateyer in the policy of the Russian Government in thismatter. ‘To inte! 
in Persia was * the last thing they desired.” The losses to Russian trade would hi 
to he“ yery great” indeed tobring about such astep, I must not take the words he had 
used on the 22nd instant to mean that Russia positively contemplated an act of inter- 
vention; he had merely wished to convey to me the apprehensions which he felt that 
circumstances might e¢ Which would render it unavoidable. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 
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(27118) No. 4 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received August 4) 


India Office, August 1, 1908. 


d cei) yi ter of the 21st ultimo, with 
Sits AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your let er of th Be ultimo, with 


cher constructing, in concert with i 
its inclorures, 25 to the fe ncrah and: Northern Persia, with the object of 
rae art oveloping British interests in Southern Pasar Se 
arate nipanse from Air, 0 Beirnes telegram No,128 ofthe 28th July, that the Rosian 

Fore ear rm spared to. accopt 1m principle tho ech for, rallnay. Su 
Gosia to July and that, in view of the importance attached by His Moje 
Aree te early application for the Concession, the Rossan Goverment wil 
sie te Porn Goverment from the obliga to ve no Copessen Delors Ne 
ieee nab on the FeCigneession from. the Shah willbe taken. into 
thie steps to: 0 : 


i diate consideration nen 
sia pad Morley recognizes folly the politi 




















material advantages of securing ihe 
it fi cial a ct the questio! 
Concossion, ut he cannot regal without misty ng he Snail ape the gua i 

will require very careful examination efore sto] i S it nety 
Me eae ke This extmination is particularly necessary in the ¢ 
jovernm 1. 


possible liabilities into which India might be drawn. 



























Lam, fc. 


(Signed) GODLEY. 








(1590) 











{27132} 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 4.) 


India Office, August 1, 1908. 
I AM directed by Viscount Morley to, inclose, to be laid before Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, copy of a telegram from the Government of India and of the papers 
therein referred to as to the suggested acquisition by tho D'Arcy Oil Syndicate of 
Jand on Abadan Island for the purpose of oil reservoirs. 

Lord Morley finds no reason in the considerations urged by the Resident in the 
Gulf to mottify the views expressed in my letter of the 28nd July. But it might, in 
his opinion, be desirable to act on the suggestion of the Resident, and to ascertain from 
the Syndicate what their views are as to acquiring land on Abadan (Kab) Island, 














which is stated in tho Persian Gulf Gazetteer to be in the Mohammerah disteiet 
Tam, & 
(Signed) . GODLEY. 





_ 


Tnelosure in No. 2 





Government of India to Viscount Morley. 





uly 27, 1908, 
nd 2nd instant, 
erument of India, Foreign Department, regarding D'Arey's 
yyndicate. Political Agent, Bushire, telographs as follow: 
xpressed in a recent letter from the Engine 
at Ahwaz that, for location of oil reservoirs, Sy 
Von Abadan Island, opposite Mohammen 
way home to discuss question of provision with 1 
Government as to the assurances to be given to the Sheikh of Mohanimerah, aud the 
ns thereof, may he affected by the knowledge that we may shorily need 
this connection. The matter is therefore 
Syndicate in London might bo interrogated by 

are likely to require,” 


, PLEASE refer to papers transmitted with letters, dated 4th ultimo 
from Secretary to the ( 
Oil 











“The opinion was 
tu the Vic 





, Oil Syndicate, 
‘ate would wwant 
hy and he was hoping on his 
The views of His Majesty's 




































Sir G. Lowther to Sir Kdward Grey.—{Received August 4.) 
1) 


2 rsian Ambassador has asked me to com 
Tilid not nndertake to do sc 


Constantinople, August 4, 1908, 
nieate the following to you, hut 








ited by the Young Tu 
pple made a demonst 


That Rahim Khan, of Tabreez, and his horsemen should be suppressed; 
hat the press should he free : 
ures for the assembly of the 





riors, the Persians in 












Medjliss sliould he taken without delay, 


His Exe 





thinks that if these demands, which he has forwarded to ‘Tehran, 
are not ace all the Persians in ‘Turkey, as well as thonsands in Pe ia, will 
lecome Turkish subjects; that this would mike the state of things in Persia taveh 
Worse; and that it is therefore of yreat importance to advise the Shah ta yield to them: 
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(27101) Ae: 


‘Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

202, 

Geer P. Tehran, August 4, 1903. 

REFUGEES. With reference to my telegram No. 261 of the 3rd instant. 

‘The bastis in Gulahek still refuse to depart, and I suggest asking the Persian 
Government to furnish me with a suflicient number of geudarmes or police to procure 
their expulsion by force. Would you approve such a course 2 

T believe similar steps will be taken by the Turkish Amba 





[27102] 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 
No, 263, 
ie hic) Tehran, August 4, 1908, 
COSSAGKS at Gulahck, With reference to my telegram No. 261 of the dri 
instant, Piney 
‘This question is now, in my opinion, closed satisfactorily. 





[26106] No, 277. 


Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 
aph nat) voreiyn Office, August 4, 1908. 
( retary Sir Edward Grey to you tliat a Company 
Ali Akbar and Sons (Limited) g at 111, Portland 
r, are contemplating an application to the Persian Government for a 
tract ved oxide on the Island of Sirri, in the Persian Gulf. 
‘This application is to be made through Hadji Ali Asgar, who is understood to be 
tho son of Hadji Ali Akbar, and a Persian subject. a 
{ Sir B, Grey would he glad to receive such confidential informa- 
tion as It may be in the power of the Board of ‘mde to furnish regarding the 
1 standing of the Company in question, more particularly as to whether 
it is a British enterpri 
Lam, &e. 
cued) LOUIS MALLET. 





(26106) 4 
syn Office to Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons. 


fentlemen, Foreiyn Office, August 4, 1905. 
TEA atveotel by Sexe ary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledye the receipt of your 
letter, dated “July,” purporting to convey an assttrance of the nature demanded in the 
letter of the Srd instant from this Office in connection with the Concession which you 
desire to obtain for the extraction of red oxide in the Island of Siri, 

out to you in reply that the assurance given by you in this com 
municati materially in the following respects from that which you we 
asked to furnish 


assurance that you will control the Concession in British 
is a British one, 
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passing into foreign hands should any foreigner, now or in the future, come under 
that description. iN 


I am accordingly to invite you to amend the form of your guarantee so as to 
cover the points mentioned above: 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED, 





(27254) No. 279. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 5.) 


(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, August 5, 1908, 

T AM asked by Zil-es-Sultan to send some one to accompany him, as ie states 
tliat he has information that his life will be attempted on his journey to ‘Tehran. On 
Saturday he leaves Tspahan, 


I propose not to assent nnless the same is done by the Russian Legation, T much 
doubt his being in real danger. 





{27243} ‘0. 280, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6,) 
(No. 265.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, August 5, 1908, 
IIIS Majesty's Vieo-Consul at Tabreer reports that the grant of a Constitution at 
Constantinople lias been announced by the ‘Turkish Consul-General there. he 
rvohutionaries, who appear encouraged by this news, haye posted up placards on the 
mosque calling on the population of the town to overwhelm the Shah's party, ‘The 


esto ends by declaring that the Sultan might not prove inferior to the Shah in 
capacity of Ruler 





(27263) No. 251. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 5.) 
(No, 266.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, August 5, 1008. 
FUGEES in Gulahek village, My telegram No, 262 of the 4thi instant 
immediate reply. ‘There will be possibility of further 
, when bazaars will bo closed for Friday, and T should like 
to be able to remove bastis before thon to avoid this, : 





(27294) No, 282. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received August 6.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, for 
lerewith, for the information of the Secretixy of State, eopy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 1st instant, relative to the Taona munders, 


India Office, August 5, 1908, 


s 


Tnelosure in No. 282, 
Viscount Morley to the Government of Initia 
(Delezraphie.) India Office, August 1, 1908, 


CERTAIN recommendations, in accordance with suggestions’ from Resident in 
Gulf, haye been made by Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran for the capture and punishment, 





sent to Charg 


difficulties 
through trial 


families of 
for the deten 


Majesty's ( 


of Taona murderers. Tt is 





of culprits are approved, but 
having regard to the improbability of punishment or compensation being obtained 


Abu ‘Thabi, and to de 








lic thinks preferable of these alternative courses.” 


T shall he glad to have your views on these suge 





1 





considered that instructions to following effect might be 
Affaires -— 





ions by Tis Majesty’s Consul-General, Bushire, for effecting the capture 
ae it from point of view of international law there’ are 


sending them, as you propose, to India for trial. Best course fa, follow, 











in Persian Court, would be to send the men for trial and punishment to 
in them until the Chief of aona lias paid compensation f 
i be made, should thi be impracticable, 
till we obta factory undertaking 
will be properly tried and pi I. His 
instructed’ by you to adopt whichever 











ims. Arrangements 
t Abu Tha 
sian soil the 
Bushire, should | 


















sted instructions without delay. 





(27260 


here has 
Tnetory to hits 














ved a roply from th 





No. 288, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August (,) 


Constantinople, August (, 1908. 






No, 214 of the Srd instant, the Persian Ambassador 
Shah. He scems to think that it will pros 


venice 1o my 









compatriots, 











{27101} 


No, 1) 
(ilo apie.) 
i 
ho aetio 
Bast ean 








the position of Mis M 


No, 281, 





Sir Eduard Grey to Mr. Marling. 








itt Foreign Office, August 6, 1908, 





n proposed in your telegram No, 262 of the 4th instant has my 
only be allowed in ease of imminent danger to life, and you s 
i Legation in this respect clear to the refugees, 





pproval 
jould make 

























(26791) 


(No. 200.) 
(olexgrap hie.) 
SLEPUAT 











ree with the 


No, 285, 







Sir Edirard Grey to Mr, Marling. 


Foreign Office, August 6, 1908. 
10) 








at 





pressed in your telegram No. 260 of the 2nd instant, 


















(26511) 








(No, 201) 
(Volexraphie,) 
W 











ful 
Dt 


Blinger 











VIL veference to my telegram No, 197 of the S1st July relative to the Hormuz 





No. 246. 








Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





p TH eee 








and Strick hope to get contract for 20,000 tons from Moin, 
ssorts that Wonekhiaus has obtained one for 2,000 tous annually. 











(27422) 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 7.) 


Sin India Offer, August 6, 1908, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 30th January, 1907, y 
Secretary of State for India in Conneil to inclose, for the consideration of the Secretary, 


te for Foreign Affairs, copy of a Secret letter from the Government of India as to 
Consular guard at Bunder Abbas,? 
guard of sixteen mer 









chment of sixteen infantry, 
‘The cost involved in the propos 





is approximately as follows :— 


£ 
408 








rage of three years) 





Lord Morley 





would he glad to be favoured with 4 
lle recognizes the necessity of affording, adequate protection to the Consulate, and will 
tk prepared to sanetion such an inerease of the existing guard as Sir H. Grey nay 


think requisite, on the understanding that the cost will bo equally divided hetween tle 
British and Indian exchequors, 






's views on the subject, 


















Thave, & 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(27472) No, 288. 


Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and 





Sons (9 Foreign Office-—(Received August 7.) 






Sir LL, Portland Street, Manchester, lugust 6, 1908, 
ave the honour to acknowle eceipt of your letter of the Ath instant, 
We regret to find that you should have any eriticisin to offer upon the form of the 
letter wwe addressed to you, dated July, It 










intended to embody w guarantee on ou 
§ you had desired, Tn reply to what you now write wo have to suy = 





records of your Office will show: that \ 
stered under the English Compan 
nd obtained from you British protecti 
constitution of our Company is thus solely: E 
a Persia, or elsewhere, 
2, We have no hesitation in givi 
sill not transfer or allow the Conces 









4 British Compa 
bs Acts, and we haye 
is the Persi 108, 
+ We have no other status either 

















You the positive assurance you require that wo 


on to bo shared in by: any foreign 

We have, &e, 
(Wor Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons (Pimited) ), 

(Signed) HUSSEIN AGHA, Managing Director, 











No. 289, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 


Tehran, August 7, 1908, 
yy respecting Hormuz red oxide 
jar that te has instructed Ellinger to accept 
but he will not be responsible for the quality. He has 
ux really to be shipped, 

negotiations with G 











He adds th 
uy result, as they 





s for 2,000 tons will probably not lead to 








* No. 105 of June 4, 1908, and Inctosures 
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(27264) NEREED 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





phic.) P. 
T APPROVE the ac 
with regard to Zil-es-Sulta 


Foreign Office, August 7, 1908 
ion you propose in your telegram No. 264 of the 5th August 











291. 





(27553) 








India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 





r India Office, August 6, 1908. 
TT ‘1 7 egarding the maintenance of the 
IN reply to your letter dated the th July, 1908, regarding the maintenance oft 
wi of tho Inperial Bank of Persia at Nasratabad, I am, directed to say that 
Viscount Morley, after careful reconsideration, can only repeat the doubts expressed in 
iy letter of the 2nd tune last as wo the advantage of the existing arrangements. The 
figures of the not earnings of this branch from 1903 to 1907 would not seem to. justify 
ny favourable forecast of the prospects of the branch, nor does Lord Morley find in 
ickson’s communication the precise grounds on which he builds his hope that 
anch may become self-supporting in the future. A circumstantial account of the 

sitions of the branch was furnished to the Govern ' 

Major Keunion; he prononneed that they had been a a polit 
ment Help totrude, Lord Morley is inclined to doubt whether an experinent 
jor two years more would se the exporience of the four years that are 
Gay Uabsal eee fi commending to; the Tadian Counel 
niinuance of the subsidy from the h 
short ti 














































[27590] 





Mr. Marling to Sir Bdivard Grey—(Received August 8.) 
No. 268.) SET 
{Sieh uI Tehran, August 8, 1908. 
(MIB agitators in ith the exception of twelve, whom I have hopes of 
getting rid of without u or two, left yesterday 
‘ on the Gth instant. 























[27608| 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received ugust 8.) 
No, 269.) a 
thie ati) Pr, Tehran, August 8, 1908, 
GUARD of Shiraz Consulate, Your telegram No, 185 of the 23nl ultimo. 
T have been requested by Government of India to ith His Majesty's 
Consul for provisional horses as time-expired men are about to be relieved. 
Major Stokes is of opinton thiat we should buy six horses at once. : 
Thine ox iondlfaresloutd No sinetione, ax situation in’ Shiraz to wnliel 
improve within six months, 






















to 











(27812) No. 294. 





‘Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received August 10.) 
Shy ‘Treasury Chambers, August 8, 1908. 

“1 HAVE Inid before the Lords joners of Tis Majesty’s Treasury 
Mr, Mallet’s letter of the 18th ultimo, and its inclosures, relative toa proposal tha 
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Lieutenant J. G. L. Ranking, an officer with the escort at Ahwaz, should be placed on 
duty for a period not exceeding five months, on his present emoluments, to assist His 
Majesty's Vice-Consul at that place with the object of affording increased facilities for 
touring and of enabling Lieutenant Ranking to acquire sufficient experience to act as 
Vice-Consul when Captain Lorimer goes on Yong leave early next year, 

In xeply, I am to request you to inform Secretary Sir Edwanl Grey that, my 
Lords offer no objection to the financial part of this proposal, but they would ask 
the Secretary of State to consider whether it is advisable that the Vieo-Consul should 
be permitted to tour off the main routes during the present condition of affairs in 
Persia. 

‘The Secretary of State will doubtless 
and Licutenant-Colonel Douglas were atta 
public ser 
for 











nember that in 1904 Captain Lorimer 
kei in Luristan while touring on tho 
ce, with the result that considerable expenditure in respect of compensation 
juries had to be borne hy the Indian and British Exchequers, 


Tam, & 
. (Signed) 








1. L, WEATH, 


(27841) No. 295. 





Mr. Marling to Sin Edward Grey.—(Received August 10.) 





phic) P. 

MY telegram No, 167 of the 7th in 
Thaye now been informed by Moin 
fallen thro These negc 


Tehran, August 10, 1908, 
ant on the subject of Hormuz oxide. 

Pujar that his negotiations with the German 
ations were, he states, merely for tho sale of 

















No. 296, 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 10, 1908. 
Br Murch last relative to the 

oad, Fam directed by Se 

a despatch from His Maje 





WITH reference to the letter from this OMice of th 
inspection and repair of bridges on the Ahwaz—Tspaban 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has ree y 
6d'Atfaires at Toh ig that, His Majesty Jonsitl at: Aliwaz, who had 

Bakhtiari Khans of the repairs which your Company 
to cany out on the Godan bridge, has reported hy telegraph’ trom. Isphha 
hecessiry communication has been made in writing to their Excellencies, but 
that no reply has yet been received from them, 










Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





'26400) No. 297. 





Foreign Office to Mr. F, C. Strick. 

(Confidential, 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 10, 1908, 
AWITIT reference to your desire to enter into a contract with the Moin-et-Viujjar 
for the purchase from him, under the Concession which he liolds from the Persian 
Government, of all the red oxide on the Island of Hormuz, Lam directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that Tis Majesty’s Government are willing to give 
You the following assurances :— 
What, so far as His Majesty's Government 
in perpetuity. ‘The Firman and Rescvipt cor 
jon at Tehran. 

2. That, whatever happens as between the Moin aud the Persian Government in 
respect of the future of the Concessions, His Majesty's Government will see that 
very possible effort is made to prevent interference wwith the rights secured to you hy 

















awa 
ming it 





ie Concession to the 
© been sven at tho 

























































































your Agreement with the Moin under his Concession, and to see that your rights aud 
interests are respected. 

8, ‘That His Majesty’s Government will unofficially do all they can in case of need 
to Iring pressure to bear upon the Moin or his successors to carry out his obligations 
under this contract, 


Tam to state that His Majesty’s Government are prepared to give the above- 
mentioned assurances, subject to the on that they willZonly hold good so long. as 
the enterprise remains British, and Iam to request that this letter may be considered 
‘as strictly private and confidential. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(27963) No. 
Messrs, Strick and Co, to Mr. Mallet,—(Received August 11.) 


Ballic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Dear Mr. Mallet, wgust 10, 1908, 

‘NIANK you for your letter of the 1th instant, It is, I agree, regrettable that, 
after all the trouble taken by you, Sir Richmond Ritehie, and Mr. Wilson Fox, the 
negotiations should have fallen through 

My position was this: I made a firm offer to take 8,000 tons per annum for two 

aclialf’ years, i.e, 20,000 tons at 12s, Gi, on the same terms as last contract 
Messrs, Bllinger's reply, on hehalf of the Mouinutojar, was that they would agree 
quantity and price, bit coupled with certain conditions, which T detail for your 
information > 


1. The responsibility for the protection of the oxide, of which 15,000 tons are 
stated to ho mined, and the remaining 6,000 tons to be ready in four months, to rest 
catirely upon the buyers, fe, my firm. 

2 Payment to be made on the 81st of this month for 5,000 tons, i. 
anid the balance at the rate of 500 tons in each month 

Quality to be the usual quality, ut not superior to last shipment por 
“ Avabistan” 

1. My firm to agree to allow Messrs, Wonekhaus to have 2,000 tons at 60s. 
required. 

We to take over the charter of the steamship “Auchendale,” to carry 
5,300 tons, of which 2,500 tons must go to Germany, or incur extra freight for 
delivery in the Bristo! Channel 


My objections to these conditions are very serious, and may be summarized as 
follows: 


1. Lamderstood after onr various interviews that His Majesty's Government woul 
extend their support to my firm in case of difficulties arising in regard to delivery: of the 
oxide at Ormuz fob, owe steamers, but it must not be overlooked that, by the terms of 
contract, we have to give what are practically promissory notes for the payment 
of the oxide on certain dates, whether We haye or haye not taken delivery, and it is 
expresly provided that we shall raise no defence to any action taken to. enf 

ment under certain conditions, In fuet, the whole contract is one of the mos 
onessided documents that his ever come before You will doubtless remember 
that at one of our interviens Mr. Wilson Fox made a remark to the effect tliat 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, would he responsible for the due carrying out of the contract, 
and f replied that T could not see how Messrs, Bllinger and Co,, acting as agents, could 
Je lield responsible, provided they merely carried out the instructions of their prinefpal, 
Mr. Wilon Vox, however, did not agree with my view, 1 may mention that last week, 
in conversation with Mr, Ellinger, [ raised the point of the responsibility of his firm, and 
he simply laughed at the idea, L may say that, so far as any 1 
Mouinutojar is concemed, [have always rezarded the contract as being worth no more 
iin the paper on which it is written 
y on to this condition is to some extent comprised in what I have 
If we have given a definite undertaking to make payment as 
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specified in the contract, we are in a poor position for recovering the cost of putting the 
oxide fo.b, in ease of the Mouinutojar failing to do so. 

8. ‘The shipment per “Atabistan” referred to is the worst shipment of oxide we 
have ever had, and it does not represent the sual quality of oxide mined and shipped 
at Ormi 

4. By allowing Messrs, Wonckhaus to call on us to deliver 2,000 tons at 60s. ciit., 
we should simply be putting ourselves in a position to be blackmailed, as, naturally, with 
a view to having the selling price maintained, we should be practicully obliged to agree 
to whatever they liked to propose, ‘ ; 

5, With reference to the charter of the “Auchendale,” I have to say that in the 
first place the rates named are from Bs. to 4s, above the rates of the day. In the 
second place, by the terms of the charter-party, we should haye to discharge 2,500 tons. 
at Hamburg (which port serves a market which can only take, say. 1,500 tons in a year) 
or else pay an additional rate for discharging in the Bristol Channel In the ‘third 
place, the démurrage clause in the charter-party throws on us tho resporisibility. for any. 
demurrage incurred in loading at Ormuz, and, as this is by far the largest cargo ever 
proposed to be loaded there (shipments are usually about 1,200 tons), this may be a 
very serious matter, 


‘Taking the whole position into consideration, { must say that if Messrs, Wonekhaus 
ig to take the contract on these terms, they are welcome to it, 
conclusion, I may add that T have been uncer the impression, rightly or wrongly, 
hout the negotiations, that His Majesty's Government has been anxious that any 
ess of this nature should not be allowed to fall into German hands, ‘his 1 quite 
ognize, and am perfectly willing to do whatever I can to assist, but Iam not prepared 
to incur the very grave responsibilities involved in the acceptance of the terms proposed 
above for the chance of realizing a small profit. 
1am sorry to have to trouble you with so long a letter, but T thought it best to put 
the whole position perfectly plainly hefore you. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) PRANK ©, SPRIC 





(27975) 


Me. Marling to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Reeeived August 11.) 


) 
legraphic.) P. Tehran, Auust 11, 1008, 
rl March last, respecting the Bakhtiar! road, 
to pay repairs of Godar bridge in principle, hut 
is inilispensable in opinion of Viee-Consid and 
J sugaeate alternative proposals whieh he mnight he authorized to submit to the 
Khians. 


‘That a fixed sum should be named by the Company, wlio would exeente repairs, 


The Company to charge actual cost after giving a very closely approximate 
this estimate to bo very slightly exceeded in any case, 


2 ns refuse to give the Company carte blanche, anid if the Company 
tllese alternatives tie Vice-Consul ean do no more, 





27812) 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, August 11, 1008, 
7 Vico-Consulate. aoe : 

the arrangement proposed in your telesran No. 207 of the 
tion with Lientenant Ranking will he horne by the ‘Treasury, who 
quired whether it is advisable, in view of the attack in 1904. on 


: ah 
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Captain Lor 11 Colonel Douglas, to permit Vice-Consul during present condition 
of alfairs in Persia to go on tours away from the main routes. 

Is there, in your opinion, such danger attendant on the proposal as to render it 
objectionable + 











No. 301. 





(27608) 


Sir Edword Grey o Mr. Marling. 
(No, 205.) 
(Melegraphic,) P. 
HNINAZ escort 
penditnre fi 





‘areign Office, August 11, 1908, 











r horses recommended in your telegram No. 260 of the Sth August 















(27116 





202, 





Foreign Office to Treasury. 
(Very Confidential ) 





Foreign Office, August 11, 1908. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Baward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
ter of the Ist April last, stating that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty 
‘reasury are unable to sinetion the proposal that the Imperial Government should 
Hoar hall the cost involvel in the acquisition by the Indo-Kuropsan  'Telegrapli 
Department of the control of the telegraph Tine from Horasjua to Mohamimerab. 

Sir B, Grey much regrets their Lordships’ d w of the great aud 
undoubted advantage to Imperial interests whieh would result from the realization of 
this proyosal, and the relative insignificance of the sum which [His Maj ment 
are called upon to contribute to this object. 4 

‘A failure on the pact of His Majesty’s Government to acquire the control of the 
Jine whicli the Persian Government have how tivice requested them to take over could 
Jandy tail to result ii a similar request being, sooner or later, preferred to auother 
forcian Power, which is very unlikely to refuse such an opportunity of gaining 
fnfluenee in, the zone rendered nentral by the recent Anglo-Russian Convention, along 
the shores ot the Persian Gulf, é 

Should such a result engue, the next step, and one which would offer little 
dificulty, would be the connection of the Jine with the Turkish telegraph system at 
Bussorali or Fao, and ity extension to Bunder Abbas. 

It is clear that the Power which controls the terminus on the Persian Gulf of 
tle future Bagdad Railway should also control the telegraph ine under discussion, and 
thie serious results, from the joint of view of British interests, which would follow the 
completion of that railway without the co-operation of His Majesty's Government, are 
{ully recognized, 

The control of the Tine has tutt 
vetion in this 





















































jon with future railway 
sal question, 
aL of the line 





cone 








At 
delay a 
most nfortunate, k 

Ho is further of opinion that, in view of the considerations set forth above, th 
Outlay involved fu the transaction may be regarded asa valuable investment from an 
Tiyperial as well as trom an Indian standpoint. , ae 

am further to point out that the present proposal is not one for the acquisition of 
possession of the line, which will retain its present character cf a Persian Crown line, 
Iu! that it is merely desired to obtain the right to control ani work it, an arrangement 
for which proceidenis already exist in Persia itself, 

‘Thus, the 'Peliran-Meshed telezrapl line has been controlled and wor! 
{iy more than twenty years, and the Telran-Bushire line since 1564 
Versian line from eliran to the frontier of India occupies a similar position. 

[tis true that inthe cases eited no contribution is made from: Imperial funds, but 
Sir Hi. Grey considers that there are in the present instanee good groantls for suclt 
payment which do not exist in connection with the other lines. pean 
Tam to transmit to. you herewith paraphrase of a telegram from His Majesty's 


























din this way 
he Central 
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éd'Affuires at Vehran, dated the 24th ultimo, 
present moment exceptionally favourable for the c 
4m to express the hope that their Lordships may 
‘decision on this question and signify their assent to ti 
little delay as may be convenient, 








[26813] No, 303, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, 


“IN the first_paragrap! ° 
sie tae fst peragraph of the 


momma, 27am Oice, August 11, 1908. 
fomorandum, communicated to this office by 
1 ot the 16th April last, and containing suggestions as to th steps: 
nternan's opinion, should be taken to advance British intorests. tu 
Hern Persia in view of the situation created by the recent Anglo-lussian 
Ge closure in m Jotor of the 6th May), it was stated that a Concession 
ear a ne fal county as wal a fo rd” throughout its whole 
soit form you that, on the receipt of this 
Grey instructed His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at, ‘Lehr 
information which it might be possible to obtain regard 
has uow received a despate from 
8 copy of the text of the document in q 
1 ani to point ont that this Conc 
































ndum, Secretary Sir Edward 
nto furnish 














sion wot 





appear to be de 





be em! out tat this Concessio ) od of its imp 

Te concent, conditions laid down by its THth Article have not been fililed by 
= Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 











(28059) No. 804, 
Persian Tronspert Company to Foreign Office—(Received Auyust 19.) 
Sir, , Salter's Hall Court, Cannon 





August 11,1 
th June, | have the | 
r Agent giv the high-hando 
agent of tle Mouinaet-T helilisguret ate Meni 
to erect the shed on the promises acquired by them; aly « 
Yon this subject, Our axents,hiave now forwarded all the titles 





8 


WITH reference to our letter of the 5 nour to inclose a 


copy of a letter received from our Ahwa 
Proceedings taken by i 















copy of their later letter 
to the Tiezation, 
pow owt et Tojar is used by the Persian Government to obstruct as much, as 
Persian ofeials sheath ha earn Rivers and it is therefore only natural tha 
eran of {auld uphold his elaim to the land, which certainly, as is proved by our 
very zations, does not helong to him, ‘Phe object in put ng him forward 


} obviously to obstruet the building of the shed and i 
‘itt eerg troublesome lossor ofthe lauds M4 {? Attempt to sulle this Company 


For this reason my Board regrets 
hy ai Majesty's Legation was not Tel 
tile has hoagie dragged for years and has heeome a scandal, ‘The question of the 
st Lagat He Ape Hote, cael stage of i having. been followed by Tis 
ied mistake mate tlw tie whole question to be raised de nove seems t0 us Lo 
{and ve would therefore urge that pressure should he brought to. hear on 


the Pi 
Mouin, who is their Agent, from further 


iheaeeeiau Government to prevent the 
interference; and in view of the i 
rence; and in view of the interminable delays whieh have attended the settlement 



























‘orous action recommended 


















* No. 203 





+ No. 





* giving reasons for considering the 
ompletion of tle transaction, and I 

see their wiy ty reconsider their 
he proposed arrangement with as 
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of this matter we would respectfully request that a telegram in the above sense be 

Gispatehed to His Majesty's Chargé d'Adaires in ‘Tehran, as our contractor is at = 
standstill with his operations and the matter is urgent, 

Thave, &e. 

H. 











OLEAN, Secretary. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 804. 


Messrs, Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company, London. 


‘Aluraz, May 14, 1908. 
has effectively put a stop to our work at Shellilich, A 
Sultaneh was received by the Acting Governor 
the latter was instructed to prevent us from doing 





‘NAD Persian Governme’ 
telegram from his Exeellen 
of Shushtar a few days. ago, in whic 


















dhytiiig fnether Covands the ereetion of the proposed store, |The builder, andl olen 
a yorittak makers, coolies, earriets, &e,, were thercupor informed that unless. they 
engaged upon they would be punishes 





Immediately desisted from the work they wer 
Uner these eireunstances Captain Lorimer advisrs us to make no further attenspt un 


pret tter bas, heen thrashed out, ns it now definitely will he, in Tehran, He lias at 
the mine time telegraphed the present state of affairs Co Tehran, 

TH cle Lejeatfon sill only hold to their. guns, there can be but one issue to, the 
controversy, Tor ve are perfeetly satisfied in out own minds that the Seyds hold 
documentary evidence of the most convineing nature of the soundne i 


f their clains 
Wea tata our wire, ax per copy inclosed, mentioning, briefly the points above 
noted, 



































Inclosure 2 in No, 804, 

Messrs, Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company, London 
[Undated] 

TENT Shushter, acting under instructions from the Persian, Govern- 


Jer to continue the work on the Shellilich shed, Acting upon 
matter is settled 


(Velegraphie.) 

GOVERD 
ment, will not allow build 
Mice VieeConsul for Abwaz all operations suspended until the 


Weliran. 





—— 





Tnclosure 3 in No, 304 


Messrs. Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company, London. 





thwaz, April 30, 1908. 
Pegged out the site for the building. ‘This operation would have hen 
see fait had it not been for the tet that, owing to an exceptionally 

Cham, was flooded to depth of some 2 or 








April Vie 
done on my p 
Tieavy’ rise in the river, the whole of the 
B feet. 

* vennged for the transport of the stone by rond and by river. Received s visit 
from Alum: the Monin’ agent, sho, much to everyone's surprise, liad been Tiberated by 
Ho ctua: Me object of this zentleman’s visit vias to protest against our operations, 
wig ta eine notice that unless we resisted he woul uve force. U sleprecated any such 
proposal, and suggested to him another line of action, viz, that he should allowy matters 
We troeed as they are, and, f he oF the Mouin had any elaim to the ground ogeupied 
Ty te, such elaiing should he made throngh the proper chanuel, supported by evilence 
aye at dhat the only documentary evidence which had so far been produced, provel! 
devisively that the grownd in quest heikh Mortaza and Seyd Mahomed. 
1 further mentioned that, on the other hand, Mouin could produce hetter titles to 
He tad we should be quite ready to-treat with him for the ergetion of our store 
Wo sald, of eontse, do ho more than transfer the Agreement from the one party to the 
other, Hected to fuvour either party, What we required vas to find the rigbttol 
see ore land ani to treat with him for ont shed. ‘The Alam, whose temper as 
eee e ander control, would listen to no reason. Indeed, it was, le said, a quest 
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of now or never, If he eared to make th 
be our last ch ee aie ce the A, 
u last chance ‘he interview then came fo an end, 
April 24. 











eh, and « 2 i : s, ‘went down’ to 
ommenced hustling our carriers, threatening violence Heals 


desisted; he bound up one of o 
sited ne of our watchmen, and wv : i i : 
fal not sonspeo NO WSMeERORMES Ce ee ee 
p ontinued pending: refer 
Transport of material discontinued pending rferenes to Ahwaz 
8 ced rork i 
Siow of Moodsied. ‘he work i til Tercatine | T 
In view o! el iS opposition It 
In wey of erin oppoution we pace he matter in dhe hands of Captain 
I ie Legation, ‘The latter replied instructing Cantal 
m his support on the strength of the Treaty 






























—Captain Lorimer replied to effect that the matt 


aty, but that it is a questi is 
tealy, at it is a question as to whom is the ri 


ite Captain Lorimer recei 





On this 
of the receipt by him of a teleg 





ed a note from Sheikh Khazzel, informing: hi 
ocgved a note from wel, informing: him 
tthe receipt by in n aniees. Sul os 
thot the Persian Government do not admit Sheikh Mortar AGH ena ore 
he 


Cham, that the land belongs © Moni 
Pea NUT to the Monin, and that the action of Messrs. Lynch 











(28085) No. 305, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 12,) 





) 
legraphic.) P. 

SULAR tous in South Per 
' utioning Vice-Consul, 
rulied on to exercise the greatest pr 


‘- Tehran, August 12 
Your telegram No, 204 of yest t 
nul think there fs no objection, 
lence. si 


1905, 
s dite, 
may be 
















(27422) 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling, 





Foreign Office, August 12, 1908, 
list year relative to the Consular 








nt of Tudia that the guard should be re 


inally-suguestoi, by twelve av; eee 


sintoon in 
Do you concur 


instead of, as origi 





in this: pro 





guard is at present composed Y 
iv of the Ath Jun } 1 ham 








Iry (see letter from Government of 








28196) No. 





(Received August 13.) 





ry of State for Indi 


Ee presents his compliments to the Under- 


fu by dineetion of Visgount Mosley, forwant 
Secretary of State, copy of a toleg n 
sant, relstve toe TuoMa uA, 


+ India Office, August 13, 1908, 








Scerotary of State f 





or 










he 
y 





With, for the inform 
soy, dated the Mth 
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Inclosure in No. 307. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(W@elegraphic.) P. é August 11, 1998, 
WITH reference to your telegram of the Ist instant, as to Taona murders, we 
have to state that no information as to suggestions made to Marling by Cox has 
reached us beyond what is contained in Marling’s telegraphic reference to No. 220, 
Foreign OMies, of the 16th ultimo, We do not, however, sce any objection to the 
instructions it is proposed to issue. 








28200] No, 308. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 


Tehran, August 13, 1908, 

His Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Bushire, in a telegram 
No. 197, dated the 12th instant, states that, according to a report which he has 
received from the Residency Agent at Lingah, instructions were recently sent 
Moin to his agent at Lingah to go to Sirri and Hamisan for the purpose of examining 
the oxide at these places, and ordering him to send him specimens, &e. ‘The agent, 
in reply, said that the heat was too great to go there now, but that he would go in the 
month of Nizan, Z 5 , 

Rosideney Agent further states that Abdullah Ze}ladari may interest himself on 
Dohalf of Mx Brown and Hassan-bin-Sameyeh if he is not now acting for his pri 
Ali Akbar. Te is said to be very friendly wit: Mr. Brown and Hassan- 
bin-Sameyeh, 
































{26831 No. 309, 


Sir Ediward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





Sin, Foreign Office, August 18, 1908. 

T TRANSMIM to your Excellency herewith copies of two despatches from His 
Majosty's Charge d’Affaires at Teliran,® relative to the recent coup d’Btat in Persia and 
the part played in that event by the Russian Legation, together with copy of a 




























ch which Lhave addressed to Mr, Marling, ¢ to him the approval of 
His" Majesty's Government of the attitude maintained by him during the peri 
deseri . 
‘Nhe weute stage of the crisis in Persia now appears to be at an end, and the 









transfo Russian Minister at ‘Tehran by his own desiro is, I understand, in 
contemplation: 

In these 
mating a formal complaint of th 
disloyal attitude towards Mr, Mau 
T desire, nevertholess, to call your Excellen 
clearly show how serious the situation was, and how. 
by the attitude of the Russian Representatiy 
it to your discretion as to whether, after the removal of M 
volsky’s attention to the matter, and expl: 








y opinion, be served: by 


s no useful purpose would, in 
Aa eaEBeTRE Je Hartwig, and of his 


supulous conduct of M 








attention to Mr. Marling’s 
its gravily 












swans i 

Te 
you should call M. 
how matters stood. 





Hartwig, 
Excellency 














REY 








259 and 207. t 
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(26821) No. 310. 






Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


(No. 143.) { 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 13, 1908, i 
I HAVE received your despatches No. 176 of the 15th ultimo, giving a eomplete 

account of the events connected with the recent coup d’Blat in Persia, and No, 186, 


Very Confidential, of the following day, setting forth the cause of the strained relations 
between His Majesty's and the Russian Legations to which those events have given 
rise. 

These despatches have been read with great interest, and T have to inform you 
that the great difficulty in which yon were placed during’ the progress of the events 
recorded is fully recognized by His Majesty's Government, who cordially approve the 
firmness and forbearance with which you dealt with a succession of very disagreeable 

ati 
Had you shown less patience in the very trying circumstances in which you found 

Hf, developments might easily have ensued which would have involved far- 
and serious complications. 



























Tam, &. 
(Signed) H, GW 



























(27975) No. 311. i 





Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 
Sir, 


v Sir 










jareo in principle to pay for the 
the opinion of Captain Le 







‘This reply is to the effect that th 

ins, but require an estimate of their co 
it is indispensable to furnish to them, 

mer proposes that he s @ authority to propose to the | 

many’ shonld sutbmit-a very close approximate estima 

Vin any nnd that they should charge the actual 

y should name a fixed sum and carry ont tho repairs 


























4 forfu ; 
Tam to inquire what reply your directors would desire to be returned to 
















Mr. Ma elegram, and Tam fo add that, in that. gentleman's opinion, the Khans 
will be amvilling to give your Company carte blanche, and if both tho suggested 















alternatives are rejected if will be out of Captain Torimer’s power to afford any 
further assistance, 

Tam, &e, i 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE. 


















[28217] 


Consul-General Oppenheimer to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received August 14.) 


No, 312. 





(No.6. Commercial. Confidential.) 
Sir, Frankfort-on-Maine, August U1, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of yo loney’s despatch 
No, 4, Commercial, dated the 24th ultimo, concerning a report which lias recently 
deen published in a financial newspaper to the effect that tie German Palestina Ban 
of Berlin is increasing its share capital, and that the issue has been taken over by 
Prince Hohenlohe and the “Handelsvereinigung” sith the intention of increasing its 
sphere of activity and working in competition with the Deutsche Orient Bank, and 
asking me to furnish a report on the financial situation of the bank in question and of 
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sinizung,? and to send-any confirmation of its reportee expansios 
ables 
to state as follows :— 


tle “ Handelsve 
flint may be obt 

Tn reply, T hes 

‘The “ Handelsve on 
the Company whic : san a its teas 
latter had been founded with a expital of 3,000,000 marks to i 
Cetin ioetheestablshnent of eertainsbuildingsin the Toland of Madeira 
conclus the n 











esellschatt in Bey opment out of 


ft,” which 






















Capital of 12,000,000 marks in 12,000 sh 
onic Company’ (1903) hal been Prince Eviedtvieh Carl za Hohenlohe- 
fer called Prince Friedrich Carl), Holrath Hecht, illor of T 

ved), You Bath, Ge, The Boawl of Directors of the present Company ineludes 

Hsinee faiedvieh Chel (above reksnel to}, Mofrath anes Max Be 2 
ihysten bers: Donaiieschi &e. Whe new Company ot include Prine 

hist SEI VERdSurineen te who liad heen conneeted with the first 

Company. 

Prince Christian Kraft 20 one Rea 
is the older brother of Prince Fried hb Carla Nh rl 

Re Ilo owns vast territories im Silesia which are vich in resoutrees chiefly 

nil coal and in consequence he has become what the is calla © Gross 

industri ‘viant of commercial enterprise, tis mines are worked by va 

Comp: heen brought out by: the * Berlin r t 

(oneol the loading banks of Germany), the Prince, however, being in most Companies 

sented hy aestat on the Roavi, These Companies have heen prosperous, and, th 

Ith of the Prince. being notorious, he lias in course of time acquired a ti 

following of no mean finportance, ” Leewmated quite a stir to a an ni 

With the Madea Gosellschitt,” aud the fact that he severed his connection 

That concern, anid has so far taken no share in the new Company, tends to prove th 
either the one nor the other is absolutely above suspicion, ee : 

ey tiuaneaalefeelns (he, reputation oF the younger brother, Prineo riedriel Coa 

istione too good, He is known to be a gambler, rich one day and poor the next; he 
iniovited no fortue of Wis own, aid any invested sums which he may possess must 
nated out of his brothers fortudie, as even his country seat (once the 

















after called Prince Christian 
L the head of this branch of the 


Oalningen (i 



































































ty af Baron Hirsch) helones to his brother, nee + 
‘Mie financial reputation of Mofraih i son the Board of the “ Mandels- 
yeveiniziit no better than that of Prince Fviedvich Carl. 















uso on the Boal 
in Germany. ‘The prope 
nv Kraft, wud yielded, Lbs 


Prinew Max Exon zu 1 
Seveinigums” is. toay-one of He cheat a 
anvned was not rich Tike that of Prince Christ! 
Drown coal, Dut a few yeris singe he inherited enormous We Ith, amountin 
milli A cousin the line of Dounueschingen), he 
findncinlly interested Tinsel! in industrial conecrns it is mooted at the Germau 
Hinporor’s tus Not hieine a horn finuieier, be has not shown the same 
disovetion ivall his enterprises. Init there ean ie tio doubt as to his bon fides, his 
svenis proven by the following fet ¢ Before Iie consented to interest himself in any of 
the concems with whic Heat Ne n Katt is eon Uae iM Aisi 
pvistign t's fhianeial confidant »pfelmacher) should be 
Aare an i ‘ enn elieved not to work with cles ils, aid Prince Christian 
Kevalt dil dv faet get vid of this gentleman, thowsh up tot he | 
Hinanieind matters of importance acted as his honne @apfuire. : 
Among various other | enterprises, the © Handelsvercinigung ” 
noxotiations to aequ wontrdl of the Deatsche Levant Linie, whieh it obta 
short time since it is said fo the entire satisfaction of the Mambur 
Paketlalrtzesellsel 1 by Director Ballin, who was de 
Winsett of this so fh yactovisti¢ of the lotty plu 
idelsyercin us lod by Prince Friedvic rl, that it hinted that 
Loyaute Line was to he the starting-point for a maritime shipping concern ‘such 
iy couse of tine to vie in importance with such standard concerns as the Ulan 
Amorihay Paketfalistgesollschaft and the Norddeutseher Lloyd. 
One of the most weent financial schemes in whieh the “ Handelsy 
His hitevested itself is the Palestina Bauk, his bank has hitherto wor 
paratively small capital (1,000,000 marks); the operations of the ba 
















































prose c 
uluevative burden, It is eh 













ini: 
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consequence been considerably restricted, and the results obtained have been by no 
means brilliant. On several occasions the bank is said to have shown want of 
judgment. ‘The ordinary sharehole 
years, while the preference sh 
per cent. in each year respectively, iddle of July 
the Palestina Bank sanctioned an inerease of its capital by 4,000,000 marks, which the 
*Handelsvercinigung” has taken over at par, plus 3 percent. for fees and incidental 
penses. ‘Twenty-five per cent. of this increase is to be paid in immediately. Tt 
lid been intended to alter the name of the bank into “Deutsche, Palestina, und 
Levante Bank”; this plan has been abandoned, but the very proposal proves that the 
increase of the eapital of the Palestina Bank is connected with th ion of the 
control in the Levante Linie by the “ Handelsvercinigung.” ‘This connection. is 
n by the fact that Ernst Hofmann, the manager of the * Handels- 
ig,” has reeeived a seat on the Board of the Palestina Bank, ‘Nhe 
1 enterprise of the Palestina Bank is henceforth to be extended to the 
insula, to the Black Sea, and the Persia Gulf, Iam, however, con- 
informed by a trustworthy authority that as far as Persia is: concerned 
ists a secret understanding that all competition with any other German 
hank tere is to be avoided, ‘The other bank referred to is the Orient Bank, and 
the reason of the secret understanding will be found in what follows 
‘The Deutsche Orient Bank (which paid + per cent. in 1906, 
ly of the Dresiier Bunk, with, so far, only branches in Berl 
stantinople, Brusa, Alexandr Tt transpired some time ayo tliat the 
Dresdner Bank had ridded 4 considersble part of its interest. in the 
ight that these interests were aeqnited by Prince Clivistinn 
an, in whose name these interests have remained standing. 
maintained concerning this transaction, As your 
t Bank (through Mr, Gutmann of the Dresdner Bank) 
ssion fora Germin I where, according to, 
the above list, the rient Bank had so far no braneh office, The Concession for this 
new brah expines at the end of 1909, but so far no finaneial operations have, been. 
started because. under present: circumstance: ks soemed too great. L have, 
however, been confidentially  eonerally trustwortliy authority that, 
under pressure from the G Office, is Orient Bank has reluctantly 
consented to start its oper ist October next, unless some startling 
developments justify @ further delay, 
‘he tact that Prinee Christian Kraft owns great financial interests in the 
Orient Bank, and that Prince Friedrich Carl, who controls the Palestina ihank, works 
with capital advanced by his brother, explains the seerot understanding above referee 
i id to exist between the two banks, In fact, in the immer circle of 
what premature rumour is current that the Orient Bank and 
the Palesti il to combine—a course which would not be at all amuatural 
in view of the nd in. view also of the difficulties so far experienced by the 
Orient Bank in its Turkish enterprises 
undoubtedly ayvare that, after a heen competition which lasted 
nition was achieved about ten yeurs ago for {iuancial operations 
nh the De Bank and the Banque Ottomane, ‘the chief 
1 Durkey are earvied out by this combination, under the gouteol 
evertheless the Orient Bank has gained a certain footing 
wsictions which do not concen the Public Lnpe 
es to the Sultan's purses. Its successes are said 
aggcrated linancial concessions whiel haye so thoroughly 
of the older established group of the Deutsche Bank that 
jeered at by the older and sounder 
tions of the Orient. Baul 
Dut financially successful, ‘Chere are many 
ddier Bank’ in some of its fuaneial trans 
and that it lias not afways shown the 
lt to he exercised by a bank of its standing, ‘he past 
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transictions of the Orient Bank above referred to certainly secm to justify such a 
Delief. It is, ou the other hand, pointed ont that without yast financial concessi 
the Ori k could have obtained no footing at all in lurke d that eventually 





it will endeavour to force itself by hook or by crook into the older established working: 


arrangement Deutsche Bauk-Bauque Ottomane, Such a lofty, if, as some think, 
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undignified, policy seems more in keeping with the methods of Prince Friedrich Carl 
rather than with those of Prince Ohristian Kraft, the latter of whom is said to be 
as sound and aristocratic also in finance as the other is unreliable and plebeian. Tt 
cannot be foretold which of these two personal influences will ultimately prevail; 
the secret understanding come to between the Palestina Bank and the Orient Bank, 
of which the arrangement concerning Persia is probably only a part, precludes in 
the meantime, I think, any genuine competition between the two concerns, and 
possibly points already to a final harmonious working of the whole German group of 
haute finance in the Near East, 
























T have, &e. 
(Signed) PRANCIS OPPENHEIMER, 
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, You are aware, from my letter of the 10th ultimo, of the steps which Mr, Marling, 
on instructions from Sir B. Grey, has already taken'on the Company's behalf with 
regard to this matter, and of his assurance as to his action in the future for the settle- 
ment of the question, : 

It is clear from Mr. Marling’s report that ho will spare no effort to further the 
Company's interests, and Tam accordingly to inform you that, in Sir B. Grey’s opinion, 
no useful purpose would be served by furnishing him with further instructions on the 
subject by telegraph. 

A copy of your letter will, however, be forwarded to him in due course, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 








[28261] No. 313. 
Treasury to Foreign Office. —(Received August 14.) 
Sir, 





Treasury Chambers, 
oners of His Majesty's Treasury have given their serious 
consideration to Mr, Mallot’s letter of the 1th instant further respecting the acquisition 
by the, Indo-European Telegraph Department of the control of the teleraph Tine from 
Boragjun to Mohammerah 
Tn view of the assurances now given by Seeretary Sir E. Grey that the control of 

this line is of the highest political moment, my Lords will no longer withhold their 
sanction for the proposal as put forward in Mr, Mallet’s letter of the 1 March 
viz., the charge to i Imperial [i v of an initial expenditure not i 

nd a recurrent expenditure not exceedin, 
in taking over and maintaining the line. 


lugust 13, 1908. 






“THLE Lords. Commi 






























Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "GH. MURRAY. 





(27472) No. 314. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 14, 1908, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, on the receipt 
of your letter of the 25th ultimo, he ation to be addressed to 
Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Co. (Limited), pointing out the unsatisfactory nature of 
the guaranteo offered by them in connection with their proposed application for a 
Concession to extract red oxide from the mines on the Island of Siri, and inviting them 
to amend it in the sense desired by: 1 Morley. 

Tam nov to transmit to you hi py of a lotter from the Company, amending 
and amplifying their former and to inquire whether the terms of this 
document, taken in conjunction with the former undertaking, appear to Lord Morley 
satislactor 























Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(23059) No. 315. 





Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 14, 1908. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the recei 
letter of the 11th instant, relative to the proceedin; 
in connexion with the construction of a shed by your Company at Shellilie, in which 
You request that a telegram may be addressed to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
‘Tehran, instructing him to put pressure on the Persian Government to prevent further 
interference with the work. 


















# No, 288, 








[28372] No. 316. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Sccretary of State, copy of inclosure in a letter 
from the Foreign Seeretary to the Government of India, dated the 23rd July, relative 
to the use of British and German flags in the Persian Gulf, 


India Office, August 14, 1908, 









Inclosure in No, 316, 


Captain Trevor to Government of India, 





0, 506.) 
‘lewraphic.) P. Bushire, July 15, 1908. 
PLEASE refer to the third paragraph of the Resident's lotion, 
The other day Abdulla-bin-Hassan din Samayeh acquired two more boats, I am 


nquiring what flags he flies on them, Pending the result of the inquiry,  pleaso 
ispend action. 















(28317) No, 317. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —( Received August 16.) 





THE Under. for Tniia presents his compliments to the Undore 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
horewith, for the information of the S of State, copy the 
Viceroy, dated the 14th instant, relative to the insubordination of the Consular guard 
at Ispahan, 


India Office, August 14, 1908, 












Tnelosure in No. 317. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


(felegraphie.) P, August 14, 1908, 
WE have received following telegram from Tehran, dated the 10th instant :— 


After the present rations allowance, based on current prices, was ordered, the 
‘cort at Ispahan by some error continued to receive 2 krans a-day, When Graham 
srrived at Ispahan, he referred the question to the Military Attaché, whose answer 
was that the scale laid down should be enforced. Result of enforcement was that, 
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ion of the two non-commissioned officers, the whole escort [? refused] 

allowance. Lieutenant Ranking reports that the men were very restless 
and might get insubordinate if the question were not quickly disposed of, and that 
further combined action on the part of men was probable. 


His Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, adds that 
make an example ; and he inquires whether 
present escort and send fresh escort under a nati 
sanction we are taking steps to send out a relieving de 
native officer, 
























e is of opinion that it is necessary ty 
ngements cannot be made to relieve. 
officer. In anticipation of your 

chment commanded by a 














[28261) No. 318, 
Foreign Office tv India Office. 





Foreign Office, August 15, 1908, 
Re of the 11th instant, relative to tho 
egraph Department of the control 
a, Lam directed by Secretary 
ees fromthe ‘Treasury 
to the charge to Imperial funds ‘by 





WITH rete 
question uf the 
of the telogtaph line from Bo 
Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewi 
conve, of the Lords Comuiissioners to. 
one hi expouditure involved in this transaction, at 

Tain to state at the same tine that Sir y would be glad to receive, with as 
little delay as may be convenient, in view of the urgeney of the case, an expression of 
Viscount Morley’s wishes with regard to the question ask 
No. 201 of the 24th ultimo, copy of which formed) the inclos 
20th ultimo, ais to the possibility of furnishing the Indo-Europ 
a Pein wih Tall overs to negotiste wit the Persian Min 

(Signed) 


nce to the letter from this Offic 














































in any letter of the 
‘graph Department 
er of Telegraphs. 


& 











LOUIS MALLE’ 








(28420) No. 31. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdicurd Grey.—(Reccived August 16.) 









St. Petersburgh, August 16, 1908. 


norandim from Minister for Fo Afluirs in reply to British 





prope 





to line from Julfa to Mobammerah, and 
of views as to practic 
obligation to abst 
mnmient, being amable to fun 
ide of question with th 
uther consider thats in view of the 
ih, question of an important external loan is intimately con 
Cae FMA es questions should be arrange simultaneously. 
Russian Government would. propose to join the line with Telaan and also to 
up Tehun with Rest and Bnzeii, Furthermore, necessity of constructing 
Akal to Meshed must he eonsidered. Li order to preserve Musi 
interosts in the north it will he probably necessary to exaiine question of fr 
on Mohammera line. 
Memormdune i 
formey Russian Min 
which might ho take 












are pre 
ready: to five Por 
Dofore 110. Russ 
he ready to settle finan 

























closes copy of letter addressed by sir H. Drummond-Wolll 10 
ter on the 20th January, 1900, regarding railways in Persia, 
asa basis for an interchange of views. 








* Nos 


[28403] 


Sir G. Lowther to 





0, 238, 
(Telegraphie.) P 


MR, WRATISLAW telegraphs as follows from 


instant:— 


“Yayer Pasha has entered 
and two companies of url 








onde: 
Baranduz, is Turkish territory. 
any of the frontier districts now 
“T have to report the arriy 
ostensibly for the purpose ef buy 
soon as Anzel is occupied de 
the shore of the lake there, 




















have pi 


ish soldiers; and the population have been ordered by him 
to pay no more taxes to the Persian Government, 


“The Persian Commissioner has addressed a remonstrance to Taher Pasha. ‘The 
latter answers that the troops were sent there b; 


but also contends thit the whole of Anzel, as well as the western part of 
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No. 820, 
Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 


Therapia, August 16, 1908, 
Urumia, No. 49 of the 11th 


the distriet of Baranduz, accompanied by sone Kurds 


yy him for the purpose of maintaining 


He further asserted his right to dispatch troops to 
in dispute between ‘Turkey and Persia, 
1 here of an Inspector of the Ottoman Publie Debt, 
ng salt for the Van Vilayet, but really in onder that, 
ly, a salt administration may he established on 











ner is entirely at a loss as to what to do, as seven weeks 
veived an 


communication from Tehran.” 
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(No. 193,) 
Sir, 









Again on 
uussion with tho Mit 
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ou the provincial authorities to ps 
ible, this duty being 








Mustaufis” are supposed to keep the Gov 


peculiar to themselves, and. part o 
rament with the loc 

each, provincial capit 
led to deal with the 
corrupt, but so long as th 
even understand Dut th 
ns aro asked ; indeed 
those who s 


M, Bizot di 
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y furni 
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ites to sweep aw 
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fact, 
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ated for 1 





purpose of 








ards the organi: 
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Scheme possible, as anything at 
trickery and embezzlement so: d 








Persia are very simple, being 
though there are a few other 
Provinee is known, and could | 
ou it might be 
beliey 








adjus 











forming a revenue branch, provide 
On the expenditure side, however, 
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as little or no control over 
the exception of, the Customs, the others being nomi 
th pparently never 
to his keeping. ‘The latter fui oni ag 


ind corresponds 
fairs of that pro 


elves- 
, 0,one would appear to liave the power to do so 


be an advisory: body without whos 


ainor sources. ‘Th 


ed! s0 a8 to secure the considerably larger reventt 
should be obtained. There would ‘seem, therefore, to be but little difficulty in 





No, 821, 


Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 












the mo, ater he had had a somewhat more 
niste ken. avery detinito 
be of interest, 

sing. the authority of the 
Under the existing system the 
of the revenne receipts, with 
lly encashed by an independent 
alled on to give an account of the moneys that aro 
Huy, Again, appears to havo the power to cull 

ies for the collection of whieh they aro 
cumbent on the “ Mustaulis.” ‘The 
ment accounts hy a complicated system 
y is to adjust the financial dealings of the 
ss. Hor this purpose a“ Mustauli”” resides 
th one of the fraternity in Tohtan epecitlly 
nee. appear to be thoroughly 
‘ount—which no one can verily 
of the funds they aro suppc sh, 0 


Cupt 
























ay up the re 
uioiwinally. 








of thei 
author 
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sh some kind of a 












ug the veil drawn over thoir pro 
y Treasurer and “Mustautl 
ly subordinate to the M 
controlling his actio 


eclings, 
ke, and to appoint a, 
ister of Finance, but 
This Comittee would, in 
assent the Minister could take io action, 
the Ministry, M. Bizot is in favour of the simplest 
all complicated wonld leave the door open to the 
ar to the Persian official mind, ‘The revenues of 
cally confined to the" Maliat” and the Customs, 
amount of the " Malia” for each 
ig basis to begin with, though later 
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ed an honest official can be secured to preside over it. 
more building up will be required. Hitherto there 
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at the Legation. Before 
for Foreign Affairs on the point, and he agreed that 
in this form it would be unobjectionable, 

The bastis, however, still manifested a great reluctance to leave, and all the 
daily, and almost hourly, 


iled to shake then 





by Mr. Smart, and also 
resolution for a day or 
still afraid there can be little doubt, but T became later quite 
by political motives also. 

Srnant to use niuch more pressing language to then, 
as the Logation could nov permit then to 
sairy 10 use stronger measures to remove. them. 








Sultaneh and Mr. Churchill, 








I therefore instructed 
n to hint broadly 
1 for political reasons ouly, Danight find 

T venture to hope that 1 did 
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gurds the former, the Shah began by asking that 
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him was tixed, 
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He allowed to remain at Teh i 








to live on during 

i pretensions, but it 
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as filly: overcome 

ich, that throughout his stay at the Legation he 

R part's endeavours to get the bastis to leave, 

‘The bastis finally Jeft in two parties on the 18th aud 19v J 
ar” of the Foreign Office, and accom 

Siiant’s assistance throughout has be 
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[28681] No. 323. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 
(So. 363) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, August 15, 1908. 


TN compliance with the instructions contained in your despatch No. 215 of the 
2st ultimo, Mr, O'Beimne addressed a note to the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs 
regarding the request of the Persian Ambassador at Constantinople for copies of certain 
documents relating to the Turco-Persian frontier. 

T have now the honour to report that a reply has been received stating that the 
Imperial Government haye no objection to the British and Russian Representatives at 
Constantinople communicating in concert to the Persian Ambassador copies of the 
tliree documents relating. to the ratifications of the ‘Treaty of Erzeroum, concluded in 
1547, between Persia and Turkey, which were inclosed in your despatch under reply. 

AL Isvolsky further informs me in his note that instructions in this sense will be 
sent to the Russian Embassy at Constantinople by the next messenger. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 




















(28791) No, 824, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 





4 den) Sb Petersburgh, August 18, 1908, 
TURCO-PERSTAN frontier dispute, 

M, Isvolsky informs me that he is disturbed at the continu 
neutral zone made by the ‘Murkish troops. He hi 
Count Benckendorif to speak to you on the subject. 
that the Ambassadors at Constantinople should be instructed to make some remon- 
strane, but he does not know if the present moment is favourable for taking this 

From what M, Isvolsky said, I understood that instructions had been sont to 

Russian Ambassulor at Constantinople to speak seriously to the Ottoman 

however, that, supposing you consider tlie moment opportune, 

Russian Government would like us to join them in making a formal representation to 
the Port 








ed adyanee beyond the 
sent telegraphic instructions to 
His Execlleney is of opinion 





























(28766) No. 325. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 
(No, 275.) 
raphic.) P. Tehran, August 18, 1908, 
TCONCUR in proposed Bander Abbas referred to in your 
telegram No. 206 of the 12th instant, 











(28767) No. 326. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 15.) 





Tehran, August 18, 1908, 
THIS Majesty's Vice-Consul at Tabreez reports that there has beet no firing sin 
the 10th instant in the town. 

Accorling to news received by M. de Hartwig, 1,300 troops and 100 Cossacks, 
under Sepahdar and Ain-ed-Dowleb, are now close to tho town. 











(Following is Secret.) 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs was requested on the 13th instant by the 
Russian Consul-General to supply him with a sotnia of Cossacks, 





[1599] 
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(28085) No, 327. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 18, 1908, 
” TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 

letter of the Sth instant, relative to the proposed employment of Lieutenant J. 
Ranking to assist His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz, 

Tn view of the points raised in the second and third paragraphs of that letter, 
Sir B. Grey addressed a telegram to His Maje: Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran, 
inquiring whether he considered the proposal that these two officers should tour in 
Persia, which might involve their departure from main routes, was open to objection 
score of danger during the present condition of affairs in that country, 
Sir B, Grey has now received a telegram from Mr, Marling in reply to his inquiry, 
stating that Captain Lorimer may be relied on to exercise the greatest prudence, but 
that he is cautioning him to run no risk: rue 

Mn Marling adds that there is, in his opinion, no objection to the proposed 
arrangemont, 


















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





[28085] No. 823, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, August 18, 1908. 
‘1 ultimo, relative to the proposed employ- 
ment of Lieutenant J. G. L. Ranking to assist His Majesty’s Vico-Consul at Ahwaz, L 
ain directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, copy of a letter 
from tho Treasury,? intimating that they have no objection to the charge to Imper 
funds of one half of the expenditure involved by this arrangement, but expressing 
doubts a fo whothor i is advisable to permit Captain Lorimer to tour off the main 

os during the present condition of affairs in Persia, 4 
eee wane you that Sir B, Grey consulted His Majesty's Chargé d’AMfaires at 
‘Tehran by teloxsraph respecting the point raised by the ‘Treasury, and that Mr. Marling 
has replied that there is, in his opinion, no objection to the proposed arrangement. 

Tam to transmit’ to you herewith copy of a letter which Sir B, Grey. has 
accordingly caused to be addressed to the ‘Trensury,t conveying to them the above 
information. 


Sir, 





" WITH reference to your lettor of the 






























Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED. 








(28817) 





India Office to Foreign Off 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Und 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwan's 
herewitli, for the information of the ‘Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to tlie 
Viceroy, dated the 18th instant, relative to the Ispahan escort. 


India Office, August 18, 1908, 





.—(Received August 19.) 












Inclosure in No. 329. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


Telegraphic.) P. India Office, August 18, 1908. 
CRS HON taken by you in regard to Ispahan escort, as reported in your telegrai 
of the 14th instant, is approved. 











* No. 204, + No. 827. 
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(28884) No. 330. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19.) 
(No, 139.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, August 19, 1908, 


ACTING Minister for Foreign Affairs spoke to me to-day on the subject of Persia, 
and suggested that it wonld be well if the Shah were given a joint reminder, telling 
huim that he must convoke the Assembly on the date fixed and fulfil the promises which 
he had made in his manifesto. M. Tcharykolf was of opinion that to deliver this 
warning immediately might be premature. He thought, however, that the step might 
be taken on Mr. Barclay’s arrival in Tohran towards the end of Septomber. He added 
that he had merely mentioned this proposal now in order that you might havo tho 
opportunity of considering it. I replied that I would communicate his suggestion to 
you, and added that I felt certain that yo would agree with his view that it would bo 
most unfortunate should any danger arise of the Shah evading tho fulfilment of his 
promises and returning to a reactionary form of government, 

Should M. Tchatyko's proposal meet with your approval, I might request him to 
draft the terms of the proposed communication, which Iwould transmit to you for any 
observations you may have to offer, 











(28890) No. 331. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received August 19.), 





2.) 
(Welegraphie.)  P. Constantinople, August 19, 1908, 
FOLLOWING sent to St. Petersburgh :— 
‘Tureo-Persian frontier. 
‘The Porte seem inclined to try and settle the question, but some delay is unayoid- 
at present no Minister of War. 
‘The Russian Ambassador yesterday expressed the hope that he would 
support in making formal representations to tho Sublime Porte respecti 
of Turkish troops, for which he had re 











‘ayo my 
ig the advance 
d instructions from his Government. 

Tam afraid that, if the new Gover are not to be given a chance of settling 
the dispute themselves, formal representations at this moment would be considered as 
not in conformity with our recont expressions of sympathy with t 






















(28791) No. 332, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 





lographic.) _P. Forvign Office, August 19, 1908. 

WITH reference to your telesram of the 18th August, No. 137, on the subject 
of the frontier dispute between Persix and Turkey. 

If the Russian Government desire it we are prepared to send instru 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople to join with 
representations of a friendly nature to the Sul 

{f Count Benckendorif mentions the question I will inform him of the above, 















fons to is 
Russian colleague in making 








(28420) No. 333, 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


(No. 297.) 


(Ielegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, August 19, 1908, 
RAILWAYS in Persia, 
When the Memorandum referred to in your telegram No, 135 of the 16th instant 









* received, it will be read with interest. The question cannot, however, he taken 
ito consideration unt isters return to town in the autumn, when a careful 
+xamination will be accorded to it. 
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[28407] No. 3%4. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 209.) ; 
(Telegraphic) P. 7: Foreign Office, August 19, 1908. 
PERSIAN Minister in London, With reference to your telegram of the 
274, . 1a 
have now elapsed since the departure of the last Persian Minister from 
s Court, and a year and a-hslf since the King accepted Ehtesham-es-Sultanelt as 
successor to the post, 
We hicar now that the Shah 
any alternative appointment, 
Ilis Majesty's Government exp 
nomination, as they consider the Shah 















s withdrawn this nomination, but has not proposed 








no further delay will ocenr in making a 
tion discourteous in the last degree. 














(28974) 
Bourd of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received August 20.) 
1.) 


Confident 
i, 





Board of Trade, August 19, 1908, 

I AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the ith instant, in which you inquire as to the constitution and standing of the firm 
of Hadji Mi Akbar and Sons (Limited), and in particular as to whether it is a British 
enterprise 























He norandum, whieh has 
boon pre r on the subject, and 1 
‘fam to state that, as the result of further inquiries which the Board have caused to be 





made, they aro mformed that the firm are. very re merchants, doing @ good 


business, iund ood for enjgageni 





Tam, &. 
(Signed) 





NLEY. 





Inclosure 





Memorandum respecting the Firm of Hailjy Ali Akbar and Sons. 


NIG, Company was incorporated on the 27th November, 1105, with a nominal 
1 of 76,000/, and is stated in its Memorandum of Association to have been 
iil to acquire the business of general merchants, i_on at 6, Lloyd's 
nite, London, and 24, Sackville Street, Manchester, under the style of Hadji Ali 
ind Sons. 

‘A stmmary of capital which is on the file of ¢ 
2nd Avist, 1907, shares of the nominal amount of 37,2001 had been issued to 
thirty-five sliarcholilers, in respect of which the Company seas stated to have received 
in cash 39,200! Since that date further shares of the nominal value of 958/. haye also 
been allotted for cash. 

10,8001. of the capi 
and. 15,6001, of the balance 
in Persia. “The amount of capital held by pers 
Tho Directors are :— 

Hladji Mirza Ali Asghar, ‘Tehran, Persia, merchant. 

Hussein Agha, LH, Portland Street, Manchester, merchant, 
Lawrence Whistler, 6, Lloyd’s Avenue, London, E.C., merchant. 
Agha Reza, 111, Portland Street, Manchester, merchant. 


Board of Trade, August 19, 1908. 


























Company shows that on the 











Lis held by Hussein Agha, of 111, Portland Street, Manchester, 
hield by sharcholders with foreign names, with addresses 
d ith English names is 5,9: 
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(28945) No. 336. 
Note communicated by the Russian Embassy, August 20, 1908. 


LE Gouvernement Impsrial a été informé par le VieeConsul 4 Ourmiah de 
nouveaux empiétements des Dures sur le territoire Porsan dans les régions du Barandus 
et Ansel; Takhir Pacha a méme Gorit au Délégué Persan qu'une partie du Barandus 
et que Ansel en entier appartiennent & la ‘Turquie. La dernitre des deux régions 

suommeées est Timitrophe & celle d’'Ourmiah, qui se trouve ainsi spare do l’Asor- 


jiation actuelle en Turquie, ume intervention catégorique 
et de Angleterre pour la défense des droits du Gouvernement Porsan ne 
ire opportune, le Gouvernement Impérial considére cependant qu'il mest 
pas A souhaiter que les empidtements en question demcurent sans provoquer de 
protestations. 
Dautre part, d’apri's des renseignements parvenus d’Asio Minenre, Vexemplaire 
‘Ture de Ja carte identique de la zone en litige sur la frontiére Turco-Porsano, remis & 
Ja Porte en 186 ddeurs de Russie et de Grande-Bretagne, aurait. 66 
les ‘ures so guideraient on 
conséquenee uniquement par la earte de Dervish Pacha (en 1848), qui, ayant. ét6 dresséo 
fonctionnaire sans aucun autre concours, ne saurait avoir de valeur ni pour le 
Gouvernement Persan, ni pour les deux Puissances Médintrices. 
Dans ces conditions le Gouvernement considérerait utile que les Ambassadeurs de 
Russie et d’Angleterre adres: nt i la Porte des protestations en termes identiques’ 
tex de In zono en litigo, telle que 
snps, au ¢as oti les rensoigne- 
concernant Ia perte de la earto se trouveraiont étre 
la Porte de lui en procurer une nouvelle copie. 





(29014) 5 No. 337. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 
(No, 233.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

FOLLOWING sent to St. Petersburgh 


“T have been informed by the Grand Vizier that he has decided to come toa 
friendly settlement of the Turco-Persian froutier question with the Persians, and ho is 
consequently sending instructions for the ‘Turkish troops to be withdrawn from all 
places w ontestably in Persian territory, on the east side of the zone. 

“The a given by Kiamil Pasha appear to satisfy Prince Mirza Ali 


Constantinople, August 20, 1908. 


Riza Khan. 





(28884) No. 338. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
Foreign Office, August 20, 1908. 
‘The suggestion contained in your telegram No. 139 of the 19th instant has my 


coneurrence. You are authorized to invite the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to draw up the joint communication to the Shah on the lines indicated. 





{28890} No. 339, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther, 
(No. 162, 


(elegraphic.) PB. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
J agree with the view expressed in your telegram of the 19th August, No. 232, 
that it would be undesirable to make a formal representation to the Porte, bub 
[1599] 8K 


reign Office, August 20, 1908. 
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see no objection to putting before the Turkish Government a clear statement of the 
actual facts, Tt is probable that they are unaware of them, and the manner in 
Which the satus quo hus been violated by the ‘Turks should therefore be explained fo 
them. 

Tt would also he desirable that your Excellency and your Russian colleague 
should make clear the special position oceupied by the two Powers in relation to this 
particular frontier, by reason of which they are compelled, in response to repeated 
appeals from the Persian Government, to approach the Porte. 

he representations which the two Powers have repeatedly made up till now 
have romained without effect, but they entertain the conviction that, on learning the 
true state of affairs, the present ‘Turkish Government will lose no time in taking steps 
to remedy the situation, 

Tn making this communication you should be careful to invest it with the 
friendliest possible character, 








(29074) No. 340. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 21.) 


Sir, India Office, August 19, 1908. 

T AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge t 
your letter dated the 10th instant, inclosing copy of a despatch in which His Majesty's 
Charge @Affaires at Tchran comments on the recent confiscation and sale by the 
Persiin Customs authorities of a Bahreini dhow, on account of a slight. breech of the 
Gustoms Regulations, as a further instance of the harsh treatment of Bahreinis by 
the Persian authorities, 

In reply, Lam to say that Viscount Morle 
loiter of this Department dated the 13th 
Sir B, Groy that it is desirable to await tho result of Mr. Marling’s further repre- 
sentations to the Persian Minister of Foreign Affairs, as to the non-receipt of tho 
amended note promised by him regarding Bahrein, before deciding what more drastic 
aeasures should be taken in the matter of the proteetion of Babreinis by His Majesty's 
Government, 














adheres to the views expressed in the 
y last, and concurs in the opinion of 











Tam, &. 
igned) | A, GODLEY. 








(29068) No. 341. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office—(Received August 21.) 


Sir, India Office, August 19, 1908, 

IN reply to your loiter dated the 31st ultimo, as to the capture and punishment of 
the men known to have been concerned the ‘Taona murders, I am directed by 
Viscount Morley to inclose, to be laid before Secretary Sir B. Grey, copy of telegrap! 
correspondence with the Government of India on the subject. 

Lord Morley concurs in the terms of the instructions which Sir E. Grey has proposed 
to issue to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, Tt would be convenient if the 
telegram sent to him were marked for repetition to the Government of India, 


Tai 
(Signed) 




















‘A. GODLEY. 








Inclosure 1 in No. 341. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphie.) B, India Office, August 1, 1908. 

CERTAIN recommendations, in accordance with suggestions from Resident it 
Gulf, have been made by Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran for the eapture and punishment 
of ‘Tiiona murderers. Tt is considered that instructions to following effect might be 
sont to Chargé d'Affaires — 
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* Suggestions by His Majesty's Consul-General, Bushire, for effecting the capture 
of culprits are approved, but from point of view of international law there are difficulties 
in sending them, as you propose, to India for trial. Best course to follow, having. 
regard to the improbability of punishment or compensation being obtained through 
trial in Per sian Court, would be tosend the men for trial and punishment to Abu Thabi, 
and to detain them until the Chief of Taona has paid compensation for families of 
vietims. Arrangements might be made, should this course be impracticable, for the 
detention of offenders at Abu Thabi till we obtain a satisfactory undertaking that on 
their return to Persian soil they will be properly tried and punished, His Majesty's 


Consul-General, Bushire, should be instructed by you to adopt whichever he thi 
preferable of these alternative courses.” ede a een aa 











Thall be glad to have your views on these suggested instructions without delay, 










Tnelosure 2 in No. 341. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


(Telegraphic.) P. 


eee August 11, 1908, 
WITH reference to your telegram of the Ist August, as to Tacna murders, wo 





have to state that no information as to suggestions made to Marling by Cox has reached 
us beyond what is contained in Marling’s telegraphic reference to No. 220, Foreign 


Office, of the 15th wltimo. We do not, however, see any objection to the instructions it 
is proposed to issue, 











[29076] No, 342. 


India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received August 21.) 
India Office, August 19, 5 
IN reply to. your Tettor dated the 14th instant, acto tho: cache hy 
Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Co., in connection with’ their proposed application for a 
concession to extract red oxide from the mines on the Island of Sirri, I am directed to 
say that the terms of the Company’s letter of the Gth instant appear to the Secretary of 
State for India to be satisfactory, taken in conjunction with the statemont in their 
earlier letter that the concession will be controlled in British interests, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) A. GODL 


















(29123) No. 343. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received August 21.) 


Sir, India Office, August 20, 1908, 

IN reply to your letters dated the 29th ultimo and Bae TaMANReARUte 
Proposal to obtain from the Persian Government the control by the Indo-Buropean 
Telegraph Department of the telegraph line from Borasjun to Mohammerah, 1 am 
tlirected to say that Viscount Morley sees no objection to authority being given to the 
Indo-Furopean Telegraph Department at Tehran to enter into negotiations, subject to 
final sanction, with the Persian Minister of Telegraphs in the matter, on the under. 
standing that in no event will more than a moiety of the cost involved be defrayed 
from Indian revenues, 

Copy of a Memorandum by the Director-in-chief is inclosed, 


_ Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
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Inclosure in No. 343. 





‘Memorandum by Mr. K 


line, the Persian Minister 
ihis Department at Tehran 





ie bad working of the Borasjun—Ahw 
of Telegraphis has hinted to the Direstor of Telegraphs of a 
that the Department might undertake its repair, He does not appear to have said 
anything with regard to defraying the cost of the repair. Mr. M suggests that 
tho opportunity might be taken to negotiate for obtaining the control of the line even 
up to Mohammerah. think that we should most certainly include the whole line 
from Borasjun to Molanmm Wy arrangement of control that may be arrived at, 
If authority is given me to tell’ the Director at Tehran to approach the Persian 
Minister of Toloxraphs on the subject of the Department repairing the whole line, the 
nogotiations might be opened by his asking the Telegraph Minister (1) what Tump 
sui he would be prepared to give for the purpose of putting the line in order; 
(2) shat annnal contribution he would be willing to make towards the upkeep of the 
Tine; and (3) for what length of time he would be prepared fo agree that the control 
of the lino should remain in our hands. ‘The less that the Persian Minister would be 
prepared to do under (1) and (2), the more could he asked for under (3). As it is the 
Control of the line for an extended period that is wanted, action in the way I have 
indicated to, commence with may perhaps prove ax as any other, ‘The 
Persian Minister is well aware, if the line was repaired by the Department and no 
further coutrol kept of it by the Department, that in a short time it would be in as bad 
{condition as itis imat present. He knows any expenditure on the line without the 
subsequent control by the Department would be a waste of money. ‘The present 
Ministor is a anan who is favourable to the British, and the relations between him and 
the Department have always been most friendly, ‘The time seems to be favourable for 


vying out Mr, Marling’s proposil, 5 ASS 






























































































August Ay 1908, 





[29122) 








ia Office, August 20, 1908, 
ose, for the information 
ment 









Bir, 

T AM direct 
of the Secreta 
of Ind 
iis reply, con! 
sending of wrelieving detachment, Some ex 
Tnut it is not possible to ealeulate the amount on the 
n India, Ht may xd that the conduct of the escort, will be full 
guted by tlie military authorities, 

Viscount Morley trusts that the terms of the reply sent to the Government of 
Tndia will be concurred in by Sir K. Grey. 














investi- 








Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 





GODLEY, 





Tnelosure 1 in No, 344. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 





(Welegraphic,) Ps August 14, 1908. 
WE have received following telegram from ‘Tehran, dated the 10th instant :-— 





“Report received from Acting Consul-General, Tspahan, states that conduct 
verging on mutiny is being shown by his escort. Lieutenant Ranking, who is for the 
time at Ispalian, and who was asked by me to take el of escort while there, confirms 
this report, ‘The facts are as follows =— 














© After the present rations allowance, based on current prices, was ordered, the 
escort at Ispalian by some error continued to receive 2 krans a-day. When Graiam 
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artived at Ispahan he referred the question to the Military Attaché, whose answer was 
that the scale laid down should be enforced. Result of enforcement was that, with 
exception of the two non-commissioned officers, the whole escort |? refused] their 
rations allowance. Lieutenant Ranking veports that the men were very restless and 
might get insubordinate if the question were not quickly disposed of, and that further 
combined action on the part of men was probable. 





His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, adds that he is of opinion that it is necessary to 
make an example, and he inquires whether arrangements cannot be mado to relieve 
present escort and send fresh escort under a native officer, In anticipation of your 


sinetion we are taking steps to send out a relieving detachment commanded by a 
native officer, 









Tnclosure 2 in No. 344, 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
(Welegraphic.) P. India Office, August 18, 1908, 


ACTION taken by you in regard to Ispahan, as reported in your telegram of the 
1th instant, is approved. 





(29081) No. 3 





War Office (0 Foreign Office. —(Received August 21.) 


Sir, War Office, August 20, 1908. 

TAM commanded by the Army Couneil to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 17th ultimo, relating to the question of whether the post of Military Attaché 
to His Majesty's Consulate-General at Meshed should be maintained or abolished, and 
requesting that the opinion of the. Army Council upon the subject, from the point of 
view of uporial military interests, anight be given. 

In reply, my Council command me to say that they are in favour of tho appoint- 

ary Attaché at Meshed being maintained, as the prosonco of a British 

in that capacity is 60 useful as to counter-balance the objection to that of a 
in Seistan. 



















ther 
Russian offies 











Tam, & 


ned) R. H, BRADE. 











(29014) No. 346. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 306.) 
(clegraphie) —P. Foreign Office, August 21, 1908, 





TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
You should communicate to Russian Government the substance of my telegram. 
No, 166 to Constantinople of the 21st instant, aud ask them to give their assent to the 











course of action indicated. 












(28949) No, 347, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
0 309) 
‘elegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, August 21, 1908, 
IN view of the circumstances reported in the Government of India’s telogram of 
the 10th August, repeated to you, and of Minister for Roreign Affairs’ admission that 
raid has been made by Jamshedis from Russian into Afghan territory, and that they 
e been allowed to return into Russia, makes it look as if there may have been 


[1s99) 8L 

















































9: 





some provocation of Afghans from Russian territory, and as if the attitude of Russian 
local authorities towards Afghans had not been very friendly. z 

We are again pressing tho Ameor for a reply, but your Excellency should point 
out the above to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, making it clear, however, that it is 
not founded upon anything we have heard from the Ameer. 











(29014) No, 348. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

(No, 166. i : 
(ieeerphio) P, Foreign Office, August 21, 1908, 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 233 of the 20th instant respecting the 
frontior dispute between Persia and Turkey, yon may, in view of the assurances given 
by the Grand Vivier, and of the attitude adopted by the Persian Ambassador, defer 
taking action indicated in my telegram No, 162 of the 20th instant until yow receive 
further instructions, ‘ 

‘Phe Russian Government are being asked to act in a 




















lar manner, 





|26168) No. 340. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No, 218.) 
(Pelographic.) P. 
DAONA murders, y 
With referonce to your telegram No, 250 of the 27th ultimo, the suggestions 
for offocting the capture of the murderers made by Consul-Ceneral at Bushire have my 
m the point of view of international law there are difficulties in the 
ng them for trial to India, as proposed by you. 


Foreign Office, August 21, 1908. 














ddl obtain punishment or compensation 
abi 


prits had_better be sent to Abu 






Should this course prove imprac- 
nti re given 








Whichever of these two al 


considered preferable by Consul-General at 
Bushire should be adopted. P! 


instruct him according 








(28945) No. 2 





Sir Bdinard Grey to M. Sevastopoulo. 








HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of Stato for Foroign Affairs presents his 
compliments to the Russian Chargé d’Affaires, and has the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of the communication handed to Mr, Mallet on the 19th instant, relative to the 
ronewod encroachments by ‘Turks on the Persian frontier, which have passed beyond 
the limits of the disputed zone. ; shear 
Fibs hey, AoStestaata mt nieve NU Sraranetiba tn epee i Mgr 
Govern nt share the anxiety felt by the Russian Government with respect to these 
proceedings and concur in the opinion that, althongh, in view of the present situation in 
Turkey, a categorical intervention on the ‘part of the two Powers in defence of the 
rights of the Persian Government would be inopportune, yet an identic representation 
to the Sublime Porte by their two Representatives at Constantinople is desirable. 
Sir 11, Groy has the honour to transmit herewith copy of a telegram addressed to 
His Majesty's Ambassador at that capital,® conveying to his Excellency the necessary 
instructions in this sense, and to express the hope that the Russian Government 
see their way to furnish their Representative with similar instructions, 


Foreign Office, August 21, 1908, 
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[29014] No, 351. 





Sir Edward Grey to M. Sévastopoulo. 
Sir, Forcign Office, August 21, 1908, 

WITH reference to my note of to-day, relative to the situation on the Turco- 
Persian frontier, Ihave the honour to inform you that Ihave received a telegram from 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, reporting that the Grand. Vi 
stated to him that he is resolved to arrive ati an amicable settlement of the difficulty 
with the Persian Government, and that instructions are being dispatched for the 
withdrawal of all Ottoman troops from places lying to the east of the disprted zone 
which incontestably form part of Persian territory, 

Sir G. Lowther adds that the assurances given by his Highness appear to be 
satisfactory to the Persian Ambassador, 

Thave the honour to inform you that, in view of the information contained in this 
ivlegram, it appears to His Majesty’s Government unnecessary to proceed at once to 
the contemplated joint representation to the Sublime Porto on’ this subject, and T have 
accordingly telegraphed to Sir G. Lowther, instructing him to abstain from this stop 
pending the receipt of a further communication, 

Thave also telegraphed to His Majesty's 
im to inform the Russian Government of the views of His Majesty's Government, and 
of the action taken, and to invite their concurrence and the dispatch to the Itussi 
Ambassador at Constantinople of instructions similar to those sent to Sir C, Lowther 

Thave, &e, 

(Signed) -B, GREY. 



























bassador at St, Petersburgh, instructing, 











(29233) No, 352. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22,) 
(No. 142.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 22, 1908, 

T HAVE received your telegrams Nos. 805 and $06, and I have the honour to 
report that the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs quite agrees that tho Representa: 
tives at Constantinople should defer taking any action as regards the ‘Turco-Persian 
frontier question, M, Toharykoff said that as regards the Grand Vizier’s assurances, 
he had received no information, He added, however, that the Turkish Chargé 
dAffaires had that morning spoken to him on this point, saying that. his Government 
would withdraw their troops, and that they were most: desirous, with tho friendly 
mediation of the British and Russian Governments, of arriving at a final and amicable 
settlement of the frontier question. It was most desirable, according to the Chargé 
(AMlaires, that no differences should exist between the two Mussulman Powers and 
that they should be on the best of terms. M. ‘charykoff replied in the nogative to 

y inquiry as to whether the Chargé d'A{faires had been speaking under instructions, 
thit he thought that the views of the Turkish Government were probably rpresonted 
in his utterances. 

An identic communication might now, in M. ‘Tcharykoft’s opinion, be addressed 
fo the Shah by the British and Russian Representatives, pointing out the new and 
Sitisfactory departure which had been made by the Ottoman Government, and 
explaining that the constant efforts of the British and Russian Governments wore 




































responsible for this favourable change, T requested M. Tcharykof to embody his 
i 





is ina Memorandum which [could submit for your consideration. At the same 

T dwelled on the necessity of his being careful uot to go further than the ‘Turkish 
Government were prepared to go in this direction, as it would be unfortunate if. hopes 
Were raised and then not realized. In conelusion his Excellency promised to furnish 
‘ue with the Memorandum which I had suggested he should draw up. 
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[29234] No. 353. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 
(Medex an P. Si. Petersburgh, August 22, 1908, 






i x he 20th instant 
SITUATION in Persia. Your telegram No, 299 of the 20th instant. 
AL Teasykatt informs mo that he dup a eommunieation to be made to 
the Shia by the Bitish and Russian Representatives at Tehran shoul the nese 
yeply I made the suggestion that perhaps, after the a s 
at Tohran might consult as to an opportune moment for its presentation to the Shah, 
if it should prove necessary to take this step. 
























(20123) Aine 


Sir Hdward Grey to 4 





Marling. 





P. reign Office, August 22, 1908. 
BORASIUN teless 4 

With reference to your tele, { of the 24th ultimo. ae 

Nequisitions by Indo-Buropean ‘Lelograph Department of eontrol of line has been 
agreed to by the Treasury, the cost to be divided with the Government of India, 
eee Subject to nual sanction, and an understanding that not more than half cost. will 
fall on Tudiaw Tus, the Lidia Ofice have no objection to Departuent at ‘Pera 
hogotiating the matter with the Persian Minister of ‘Telegraphs. ‘They haye been 
asked) to send instructions accordingly. 





jh line. 




















(29267) Nox 


Sir i. Las 


ae peioas 2 Bein August 20, 1908, 
a “Borliner ageblatt,” M Edward’ Mygind, 
LIE Persian correspondent of the “Berliner ‘Tageblatt, 

ontriliten a ettor on English tetivity ancl trae in Arubistan, dated from Ahwaz of 
ei atos dlgt Messrs, Lynch, notwithstanding: the difieultios they experienced 
ithe Bubliiar, havo entered into negotiation with the Laur for the construct 

‘Vin connection with the steam navigation of the Karun to the north via Shuster, 
towards 





elles to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 24.) 
























wi 










nit of the former to 
tempt to gain over the Lurs by Captain 










the construction of the road y 





in va 

















i Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz, vas mado in June last but this also vas 
tunavuiling, ‘The German correspondent states that Captain Lorimer told hin that he 
vias simply going on leave to the hills, but when, Mya tried to secompany. him og 
the steanier Capiain Lorimer ewused hin to be told. th were taken, sn 





i and he started 
was otherwise very disobliging, and he sti 
inquities whieh proved to him that the s journey. was 0 
negotiate with the Lurs, that these negotiations had failed, and that the English we 
ansious to keep the matter quiet and to prevent the German correspondent getting 
wind of it. 

‘he correspondent then goes on to de 















ibe the commercial resources of the BI 
i i asa eut English expressed contempt at 
vine, anul states that when he was at Ahwaz the resident English expres 

German tale competition in the Gulf, M. Mygind confesses himself much annoyed 
‘at this, especially in view of the fact that he was unable to controvert it. The facts 
according to him are as follows: 

















are me eee a a 

‘The Hamburg-America Line has established a monthly steamer service to the 
Gull, ‘Their agents are Messre. Wonckhaus and Co,, who have branches at Buin 
Lingalh aud Busorab, “Whey have nominated as theit representative at Molammer 
Sheikh’ Hadj Ali Reis, who possesses an unenviable notoriety as the chief of the 








5 


smuggling business throughout the Gulf. This man has been repudiated by the 
English and Russian Companies. The German firm found themselves obliged to 
appoint him, for there is no European business house in Mohammierah, and the Sheildh 
is the only person there of financial stability who is conversant with the conditions of 
European trade, and it is said that he represents the interests of the Company with 
considerable skill, It would, however, be worthy of consideration whether Hadj Ali 
should not be considered as temporary agent only, and that the Company should not 
appoint an agent of their own at Mohammerah, "The simplest way would be for the 
Company to get the firm to establish a launch service, with a depdt at Mobammerah, to 
transport their goods between that place and Bussorah; it would then be possible to 
transform that service into a regular passenger and freight service, for which there is 
considerable demand. German initiative is not likely to find much opposition in those 
regions, owing to the general suspicion with which England is togarded there, Quite 
apart, from polities, every one is tired of tho tyranny of Messrs. Lynch, who have 
established a monopoly in the Gulf. Recently a Dutch firm was obliged to request the 
intervention of the British Legation to compel Messrs. Lynch to transport their corn to 
Mohammerah, where itwas to be shipped on board a seagoing vessel, and the Legation 
informed Messrs, Lynch that they were a Company to whom the British Government 


paid @ subvention, and that they therefore could not be allowed to indulge their private 
opinions and jealousies. 









































Thave, &. 
(Bor Sir B, Lascelles), 
(Signed) J, pz SATIS. 



















(29449) No. 356, 





Note communicated by French Embassy, August 24, 1908, 


de Russie & Téhéran a entrotenn lo Ministre de France de la nécossité 
Wéablir une Banque Nationale. Celle-ci serait eréée avec des capitaux Anglais ob 
Rus sous une sorte de tutelle de fait exerede par la Banyuo de 
Prots Russo et I" Imperial Bank.” Le Ministro do France verrait de grands avantages 
i mont ot avec de sériousos garantios 

lont le besoin est urgent et dont la lenteur des réformes 
le prochain fonctionnomont, M. Rabino accoptorait 


































éres ue permet pas d’esp 
présidlence de cette banqu 

Le Gony nt Anglais a sans doute 6té saisi de co projet. Le Gouvernement 
Frangais désirorait savoir s'il y est ou non favorable. 


Le 24 Ail, 1908. 



















(29447) 








Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 24.) 












(No, 277.) 
(Welegraphic.) P, 
TIS Maje 
from Ispahan :— 


“I found on my return here that Lynch, Ahwaz, has {urnished Ranking with the 
sum of 1S0/. asa rough estimate for the repair of the bridge; 1,000 tomans had then 
been stated by Ranking to the Khans as the amount of the estimate. In the most 
courteous terins the Klians have now expressed themselves willing to pay up to, but 
not beyond, 1,000 tomans 

“I should be obliged if you would try to get Lynch in London to undertake nob 
m more than the amount mentioned, I shall instruct their agent at Ahwaz to 
start work upon assurance to that effect. 


“It would, I consider, be foolish of Lynch to reject these term: 
best I hat 
yenerous.”” 


Tehran, August 24, 1908, 
Vice-Consul for Arabistan sent the following telegram yestorday 











































. nch te which are the 
any hope of obtaining, and, in view of the work to be done, seem 










‘The Vice-Consul’s view has, I venture to say, my strong support, 


fisvoy 











[28681] 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 





ee Foreign Office, August 24, 1908. 

T HAVE received Mr. Barclay’s despatch No. 340 of the 14th June, inquiring 
what ansiwer should be returned to a request made by the Persian Ambassador at 
Constantinople, on behalf of his Government, to be furnished with copies of certain 
documents relating to the Turco-Persian frontier dispute. i 

T transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of a despatch which I accordingly 
addressed to His Majosty’s Chargé d’Affaires at St, Petersburgh,® instructing him to 
ascertain whether the Russian Government have any objection to the communication of 
these papers, together with copy of Sir A, Nicolson’s reply,t from which it appears 
that they havo none, and that. the necessary instructions to comply with Mirza Riza 
Khan's request will be sent to the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople. , 

T have accordingly to request your Excellency to concert with your Russian 
colloagiie, with a view to take the necessary action in this matter, and to transmit 
hhorewith copies of the three documents, the communication of which is desired by the 
Persian Government, together with the Parliamentary paper asked for 

am, & 
(Signed) 


















E. GREY, 












No. 359. 





129537] 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. —(Received August 25.) 





3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, August 24, 1908. < 
T HAVE the honour to reply to your letter of the 13th instant relative to the 
| repairs to the Godar bridge on the Ahwaz-Ispahan road. 
| The report on the defect observed last year in the masonry 









bridge 
mmends 





was submitted toa Consulting Engineer in London, Mr. Humphreys, v 
cortain structural alterations, ‘The material will cost some 200L, deli 
Wo cannot stato the further cost of transport and construction without sending an 
Engineer to the spot to prepare an estimate. 

We do not desire to press this considerable exp 
absolutely necessary and cannot bs deferred. But the o 
i he justified in neglecting the advice of the Consulting 
R opinion formed on the spot. . - a 
q Our road Engineer, Mr. B. Sotham, is now returning to his post at Tehran after 
d furlough, and we have decided to send him out vii Ahwaz, to make a thorough 
oxamination and to report, He will, of course, at the same time frame as close an 
‘ite as possible of the probable cost of the repairs which he may consider 
f necessary. We estimate the additional cost of his journey by this route, which we 
i shall have to claim from the Khans, at not exceeding 501 ' } 
| fle must start early in September, as he must reach Tehran before winter sets in 
i 






se upon the Khans unless it is 
ground on which we could 
ineer is a competent expert 














to examine our own roads, ; . 
We trust that you will approve of our decision and support our action. 
Wo are tologtaphing in eypher to Ahwaz in the following sense — 


“Godar bridge. Sotham leaves September, vid Ahwaz, to report whether 
i Humphrey's alterations necessary and to frame estimate cost repairs. Insist that 

Khans must pay the difference of sending him out via Karun not exceeding 501, and 
obably less. We have explained position to Foreign Office. Keep our Consul 


lly informed.” 
Lhave, &. 
(Signed) ' H. W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 






































} No. 323, 





















(29582) No. 360, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received 2%, 
ares 7 ~y.—(Received August 25.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

‘THE case of Hormuz red oxide, 

_ "he Financial Adviser to the Persian Government has been consulted by th 
Minister of Finance as to the possibility of raising funds by cancelling, and selling for 
a term of years, the Concession held by Moin-ut-Tujjar. The purchase money, which 
would be divided among the Shah’s entourage, was mentioned by the Minister as 
being 200,000. 

In the opinion of M. Bizot the German Legation originated the suggestion. He 
wished to know how he should answer the Minister of Finance, and what our interests 
were. After describing the position to him in outline, I proposed that his answer to 
the Minister of Finance should be that te Persian Government were debarred from 
obtaining advances except on the conditions stipulated in Sir C, Spring-Rice’s note of 


Tehran, August 25, 1908. 








the 31st August, 1907 (see his despatch No. 196 of 1907), and that the transaction is 
ise. 


merely an advance in diss 

Tt is possible that we might succeed in getting the Concession for a British 
Company, but it would involve the hostility of Moi-ut-Dujjar and the Assembly 
might call in question later the arbitrary cancellation of his Concession, It would 
also seem that we had made use of the present political situation for our own 
advantage. 

The best solution possibly would be to urge thie formation of the Company 
suggested by Ellinger upon Moin-ut-Tujjar. He would thus be secured from further 
blackmail and his Concession would be insured to him. 












(29574) No. 361. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 25.) 
(No. 279.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. 

VICE-CONSUL at Tabreez, communi 
relative to the situation ;-— 


Tehran, August 25, 1908, 
ated following the 24th August, No. 120, 





“Yesterday the Local Assembly presented to the Governor-General a Petition to 
the effect that they were the Shah's loyal subjects so long as he maintained the 
Constitution, ‘They refuse to disarm until the Assembly is opened and the Members 
are recalled. ‘The arrest and punishment. after trial of the leaders in the Royalist 
quarter is insisted upon, and further, they demand that the affairs of this provinee be 
supervised by the Tabreez Local Assembly until the Parliament is reassembled, ‘The 
Governor-General said, in reply, that the Shah would be informed of the demands, 
“For a week past there have been at least 6,000 revolutionaries under arms, and 
their numbers are increasing daily.” 

















(29683) No. 362. 






Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 

(No. 150.) 

Telegraphic.) R. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Following is text of proposed identic communication tobe made to Persian Govern- 

ment, given to me by the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day, which he thinks 


Bight be telegraphed t the Representatives at Tehran to present, if you approve 
of its— 


‘The Cabinets of St. Petersburgh and London, having learned that ‘Turkish troops 
continued their move forward on Persian territory in the direction of Lake Urumia, 
asked for explanations on the subject through their Embassies at Constantinople, 
“Itis with sincere satisfaction that they are in a position to inform the Persian 
Government that the Ottoman Government have given them most formal assurances 
that Turkish troops who have penetrated into Persian territory beyond zone recognized 


St. Petersburgh, August 26, 1908, 




























228 
as forming the object of delimitation will be recalled without delay, and that the Porte 
is resolved to arrive at a friendly solution of difficulties with Persia, i 5 
eee Tn bringing the above to the knowledge of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of His 
Majesty the Shah, the Logation of Russia [Great Britain] is pleased to believe that the 
Persian Government will continue, on their part, to use necessary peers and w 
bo able henceforth to arrive, without the mediation of Russia or Great Britain, ata 
dofinite solution of their frontier dispute with the Ottoman Government. 

















(29648) No. 363, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received August 26.) 





Tehran, August 26, 1908. 
im No, 218 of the 21st instant : 
will be adopted by the Consul-General, 





e), Be 
IN reply to your tel 
he second alternati 








{29673} No. 364, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 








ae Tehran, August 26, 1908. 
; h instant : 
‘linger Company. 


raph 
WILL reference to my telegram No, 278 of the 25tl 
Resident agrees that best solution would be formation of 











(29582) No. 365. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 






Mose hie) 2. Foreign Office, August 26, 1908. 
HORMUZ red oxide. Ceo id 
[concur in viows contained in your telegram No. 278 of the 25th Augu 
Ellinger is being urged to come to terms with Strick and to form a 
‘Tho proposal to cancel the Moin’s Concession should be resisted by you. 











(26812) No. 366, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


see Sa Foreign Office, August 26, 1908. 
* 1 PRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Chargé d’Affairos at ‘Pohran,® forwarding copy of a report addressed. to the Govern: 
is Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire, reviewing the gene: 
p tion in the Porsian Gulf. i ‘ A 
i [ixcellency will observe that in section 9 of this report Major Cox suggests 
that His Majesty’s Government should consider the advisability of approaching the 
Russian Government with a view to obtain the abolition of the Russian Consulate at 
Bunder Abbas. 
lis Majest ment a 
to transfer the present Russian Minis 
think it advisable, an opportunity might be taken after M. de 
of calling tho attention of M. Isvolsky to the point raised by Ma . ‘ 
L leave the time and manner of taking this step entirely to your Excellency’s 
discretion. 




















3 Government understand that the Russian Government intend shortly 
or at Tehran to another post, and, if you should 
ig has left Persia 














Tam, &c. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 








229) 


(28766) No, 367. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1908, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
aletter from the India Office,® forwarding copies of correspondence received from the 
Government of India, in which they recommend a proposal for strengthening the 
guard of His Majesty's Consulate at Bunder Abbas, which now consists of four 
mounted men, by the addition of a detachment of sixteen infantry, instead of increasing 
it by twelve cavalry, in accordance with the scheme previously suggested, 

Sir E. Grey is of opinion that the recommendation of the Government of 
India should be adopted, and I am accordingly to express the hope that the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s ‘Treasury will seo their way to permit the chargo 
to Imperial funds of one-half of the expense inyolyed in the transaction, ive, 2041, 
initial and 360/, recurring (on an average of three years). 

Tam to add that His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, who has been 
consulted by telegraph on the subject, concurs in the recommendation of the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE 








(26812) No. 368. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidenta.!.) 
Sir, 


Foreign Office, August 26, 1908, 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to. you herewith copy 
of a despatch from His Majesty's Changé d’Affaires at Tehran,t forwarding copy of & 


Report addressed to the Government of India by His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Bushire, reviewing the general political situation in the Persian’ Gulf, 
Tam to state that Sir E, Grey would be glad to receive any observations which 
iscount Morley may have to offer on this Report in general, and particularly with 
ions treated therei 


ce-Consul at Lingah, 
is strongly recommended by Mx, Marlit 
taken of the proposal by Lord Morley 

11. Major Cox inquires whether His Majesty’s Government haye finally decided 
not to embark on any scheme for the policing of the Bushire-Shiraz and Bunder 
Abbas-Kerman trade routes unless compelled to do so in order to save the lives of 
British subjects, 

14. Major Cox submits that, in view of the present political situation in Persia, 
the existing arrangement whereby three of His Majesty’s ships are subsidized for 
service in the Persian Gulf is no longer adequate as a support to himself in the defence 
of British interests in that region. 


Should Lord Morley concur in this view it would become necessary to approach 
the proper Departments with a view to the revision of the arrangement at present in 
force, 

Tam to add, with reference to section 1 of Major Cox’s Report, that the question 
of instructing Mr, Barclay, His Majesty's newly appointed Minister at ‘Yehran, to 

post by way of the Persian Gulf has been considered, but that. the 

uulty and’ inconvenience attendant upon such a journey, as well as the delay 

which it would necessarily entail, appear to outweigh any advantage to be gained 

from undertaking it, and that Mx, Barelay will therefore follow the ordinary 
route. 

Mr Barclay might be able to visit the Gulf later on, or it might be advisable to 
adopt the alternative plan for which Mr. Marling appears to express a preference, and 
to instruct Major Cox to visit Tehran at the earliest opportunity after Mx. Barclay’s 
arrival there, 

* No. 287, + No. 254, 
{1599} aN 
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‘With regard to section 9, I am to state that a copy of Mr. Marling’s despatch 


will be forwarded to His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, with instructions 
to use his discretion in taking an opportunity, if he thould think it advisable, of 
approaching the Russian Government with regard to the withdrawal of the Russian 
Consulate at Bunder Abbas, after certain changes which are to be introduced into the 
personnel of the Russian establishments in Persia have taken plsee, 
am, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 








[28974] RELL 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Contdentil) " 


in, Foreign Office, August 26, 1908, 
TAM direc 
with the suggestion contained in. the last sentence of your letter of the 25th ultimo, 








constitution and standing of Messrs, Hadji, Ali, Akbar, and Co. (Limited), of 
‘Manchester, who are desirous of obtaining from the Persian Government a Concession 
to extract red oxide on the Island of Siri. 

T am to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the Board forwarding 
a Memorandum which contains the desired particulars,® and to state that Sir E. Grey 
would be glad to learn, with as little delay as may be convenient, the views of 
Viscount Morley as to the attitude which His Majesty’s Government should adopt 
towards the Company in the light of this information, 











Tam, &. 
(Signed) " LOUIS MALLET. 





370. 





(28766) No. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


, Foreign Office, August 26, 1908. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lettor of the 6th instant, inquiring his views on a proposal recommended by the 
Government of India for strengthening the guard of His Majesty's Consulate at 
Vunder Abbas, which now consists of four mounted men, by the addition of a deta 
ment of sixteen infantry instead of increasing it by twelve cavalry, in accordance 
with the scheme previously suggested. 

Tam to state that Sir H, Grey is of opinion that the recommendation of the 
Government of India should be adopted, and to transmit to you herewith copy of a 
etter which he has caused to be addressed to the 'Treasury,t requesting the sanction 
of the Lords Commissioners to the charge to Imperial funds of one-half of the expense 
involved in the transaction 

Tam, &e, 


(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
















(29122) No, 371. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1908. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 20th instant, forwarding copies of telegrams exchanged with the Govern 
mont of India relative to the dispatch of a detachment for the relief of the escort at 
His Majesty’s Consulate-General at Ispahan. 





anor t No. 367. 
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Tam to inform you, in reply, that Sir E. Gre i 
you, in reply, . Grey eoneurs in the terms of th 
sent fo the Government of India approving the action taken by them in this matise © 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 








(29123) No, 372, 


Foreign Office to India Office, 





Sir, 
: ‘ : Foreign Office, August 26, 1908. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 


Totter of the 20th instant relative to the proposal fo obtain from the Persian Government 


the control by the Indo-Ey g1 i 
ra eats wuropean Telegraph Department of the telegraph line from 
am to request that the necessary instructions m 
1 sary instr’ now be sent to the Depart. 
ment at Tehran to enter into negotiations with tho Persian Minister of ‘Pelegraplis on 


the subject on the Tines laid down in Mi irectorin-chi 
WlisMuored Migusonmalayau lai Home cee 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 









29447) No. 373. 


Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 
Sir, 





quest that ill Sante 
Eeanter : i 
litle delay as may bo convenient of the decision reachod'on the suger, ny te 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 














[29764] No. 374. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(Received August 27.) 


8, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 

. ‘Auyust 24, 1908 ‘ 
IN reply to your letter of the 14th instant, I have the honour t 

N reply . I have the honour to stat 
Board ig amae af the steps in by Mr, Marling in the matter of the Sheliieh shed 
and fully recognize the conspicuous ability, as well as the patience, whicl 5 
‘spayed in bringing this long-standing question to the bak Gaunt ve 
____It'is, however, evident that, in spite of the forbearance shown and in spite of th 
energetic measures which have been latterly take Majesty's Chargé Affaires, 
he Persian Government are resolved to maintain their consistont attitude of 


Sir, 
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obstruction. It is notorious at Shuster and Ahwaz that the property on which the 
store is being erected belongs to the Seyids, and the action of the Persian Government 
in endeavouring to dispossess them of their property in favour of their nominee, the 
Mouin-cl-Tejar, is regarded as arbitrary and unjust. Even if it were compatible with 
the reasonable requirements of trade that there should be a continuance of the present 
stato of affairs, under which from year to year over a period of nearly twenty years all 
our efforts to obtain a store for the goods conveyed by us to Shuster have been 
frustrated, and these goods have still to be deposited on the river bank with all the risk 
of consequent damage, the dispossession of the Seyids, after they have collected ve 
full evidence of the validity of their title for the information of His Majest 
Legation, and after the Legation has authorized us to regard the lease from them as 
Valid and to procecd with the construction of the store, would be certain to produce a 
Very bad effect locally, and seriously to detract from the esteem in which British 

‘nts are held, Under these circumstances, my Board trust that His Majesty's 
‘enment may authorize His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires to bring the necessary 
pressnte to bear upon the Persian Government in order that our workmen may be 
MMowed to proceed with their work in accordance with the terms of our lease. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) TL. W. MACLEAN, 
Secretary, 





















(29792) No. 875. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 
No. 282, 
{ieiegeapnic.) 12: Tehran, August 27, 1908. 
MLE, Persian Government has been notified by the Turkish Ambassador that the 
jovernment intend to send an escort to protect the Turkish Consul and 
tTabreoz, ‘he proposal has raised the strongest objections on the part of 
jan Government, who declare that the step is at the present moment uncalled 
for, ax negotiations are proceeding between the two parties, and the town has been 
comparati for ten days, Could His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople 
Gisuade the Purkish Government? Persian Minister for Forvign Affairs would be 
most grateful if this could be done, 

















Following is Confidential :— 





‘Whe Ger 
indolent, is under hi 





influenc 








(29796) No, 376. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 





(No. 283.) | 
(Pelegraphic.) P, Tehran, August 27, 1908. 


AVLLIL reference to your telegram No, 223 of yesterday respecting Hormuz oxid 
yestorday T explained to the Minister for Foreign Affairs that I thought His Maje: 
Uovermment would have strong objections to an advanee in connection with the Os 
Concession for the reasons stated in my telegram No, 278 of the 25th instant, | In 
oply his Highness stated that he was unaware that such an operation was contemplate, 
wit hinted that the German Legation must have originated the proposal. He added 
‘vould be given to Germany,” as the Shah was well aware what German 






















aims implied. ° 
Tia informed by M. de Hartwig that last autumn the Shah promised him that 
Gormany would be given no Concessions without the knowledge and consent of Russia. 


His Excellency said he would remind His Majesty of this undertaking. 
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(29449) No. 377. / 
Rs Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 





(Telegraphic) P. 
NATIONAL Bank, 
learn from the French Chargé d’Affaires here that your Fr 
rgé a’ J rench coll 
been approached by M, de Hartwig with reference to the necessity einen 
eee Ch aos by means of capital sup) by Great Britain and Russia, the 
Yank to be controlled by the Russian and Imperial banks, and under the managoment 
‘We are asked by the French Government to i 
Muunnaaeredcuomaiag oe Eepesuniey 


Foreign Office, August 27, 1908, 























(29582) No. 378. 





Foreign Office to Mr. Ellinger. 


Dear Mr, Ellinger, 
Wi ‘ 













pports this view, and coneur in i 
THE ees een aaa ame Metra te ena 
aa agrooment with Mf. Striek witha vow to tho formation of Company” with as Hele 
delay as possible, filing which thera isa prospect, by no moans remot, of tho whole 
asiness passing out of the reach of Bri for good and all. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLET, 











































(29849) No. 379. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 28.) 


Sir, i 

— India Office, August 26 

cond ey. xour letter dated the 114h instant, Waste Cat a 
Coneession granted hy the Inte Shah to a group of Persian Notables in 1006 for 8 
Grmcession for roads and trains Renard” and * Bseout" 1 am direst to say that 

Mor curs e view 8 i D i iti 

Concession is now apparent) AES Se een 
sql notes that no mention is made in the despatch of His Maje ang 
GAliuires at Tehran of, the Ispahan-Bushire: Road Hesaaaion reteset oni 
Masling’s telegram No, 244 dated the 20th October lst, to tho Government of Tndia, 
oo the Sani-ed-Dowlel’s automobile Concession, of which a copy, was incosel in 
pe fardinge’s despatch No. 137 of the 24th July, 1904, Lord Morley is unaware 
of the present position with regard to these Concessions, or whether aay inqu yi 
sirable regarding them. pe a 
















































Tam, &, 
(Signed) "COLIN J, CAMPBELL, 
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[29914] No. 380. 


‘Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Foreign Office.—(Received August 28.) 


Dear Sir, Manchester, August 27, 1908. 
T HAVE pleasure in introducing to you (by means of this letter) Mr. Walter 
Flinn, who is a partner of the firm of Messrs. P. H. Ziegler and Co., members of the 
Chamber, and one of the oldest established houses in the Persian trade in Manchester, 
‘Mr. linn wishes to confer with you respecting a difficulty experienced by his firm 
in connection with their trade in Persia. 
‘The Acting President of the Chamber will be glad if you will be so good as to 
givo to Mr. Flinn such assistance as may be in your power. 














y Cc. 
(Signed) WALTER SPEAKMAN, Secretary. 
{29914) No. 381. 
Messrs. Ph, Ziegler and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received August 28.) 
Sir, Manchester, August 27, 1908, 
AFTER consultation with the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, we beg to bring 





tho following matter to your notice = 


Wo are au English firm of long standing with establishments in various towns in 

ia, and trading thero under the style of Ziegler and Co., our head establish- 

ment fn that country being in Tabreez, in which city serious fighting has been going 

fon for more than two months past. We hold a large stock of goods of various 

Geseriptions in our godowns there, and we have large outstandings of money due to 

us by the yarions merchants of that place. 
His 


Per 


























firm there that Hi: 
Persian Government responsible for an 
by Government troops. To this our ‘T's 
Britannie Majesty's Acting Consul the 
stating that what they desired was to he 
solely through pillage hy Government troops, but als 
party as the outeome of the inability of the Per 
This was duly communicated to the British Legation in Tehran, 

(On the 25th instant wo received a telegram from our firm in Tabreez, signed also 
dy Hildebrand P. Stevens, auother British merchant of that city, stating that no reply 
Tad boon received from His Britannic Majesty's Legation in ‘Tehran to this secoud 
message, and they urgently request 1s (Ph. Ziegler and Co., Manchester) to appeal 
the Foreign Office in London, as the situation was growing worse—a fact which is 
corroborated by the newspaper reports, to the effect that the extortions practised by 
the revolutionary organizations aro becoming intolerable. 


Tehran would hold the 
y us through pillage 




























Our friends seem to think that it is a serious matter for us that, whereas the 





is on the spot, our own Consul-General should unfortunately 
Urumia. 


Russian Consul at Tabres 
‘be absent at such a time 




















We therefore now urgently appeal to you for protection, and if you will instruct 
the British Legation at Tehran, by wire, to inform the Shah’s Government that any 
Josses which we may have to submit to owing to the inability of tho Persian authorit 





itain order will have to be made good by the Persian Government you will 


tly oblige your, &c, 








(Signed) PH. ZIEGLER axp Co. 
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{29799} No. 382. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 28.) 


(vel raphe) iB. 
FOLLOWING repeated to Sts Petersburgh :-— 


‘Turco-Persian frontier, and proposed identic communication to the Persian 
Government. 

With reference to your telegram No. 178 of to-day’s date, in vi 

i cam No. y's date, in view of the fact th 
desirous not to embarrass the ‘Turkish Government at this moment and that ne 
should have an opportunity for spontaneous action, I did not make any representations 
the tem “most formal assurances” appears to me to be rather strong, é 

The statement of the Grand Vizier reported in my tel 3 

20h instant es made quite informally. ES y slerany/ Nos eS) ot the 
_ Until information reaches us that the ‘Turkish troops are actually retiri 
it not bo better that the dispatch of the identio note should be delayed? mee 


(No. 242.) 
Constantinople, August 28, 1908, 













ee eee 


(29964) No. 383. 


India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received August 20.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to th - 
Beorstary of Stato for ossign Attire, andy by direation'of Viseouat Molar oe 


with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
Viceroy, dated the 28th instant, relative to magic eka ene 


India Office, August 28, 1908, 





















Tnelosure in No. 383. 






Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. August 

phic.) t 28, 1908. 
PLEASE see your telegram as to Shiraz escort, dated the 18th anit eas 

__ We have sanctioned arrangement by which the relieved escort will leave thoir 
rifles at Bushire, and relieving part ill take them back. By this means difficulty 
with Customs authorities wil be obviated, and five spare rifles will bo availalo for 
ne use of the British colony. We have informed His Majesty's Ministor, 
pepe y rmed His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, of 

















































(30034) No. 384. 







a2 Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 29.) 
Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, August 2 
_ HIS Majesty's Vice-Consul at Tubreez reports that. the Mi ealnesaaian tare 
informed the Central Government that they will not be responsible for the consequences 
to the town if thoy do not get'a satisfactory reply to their demands within twenty-four 
liours. The people are desperate, volunteers are arriving in large numbers’ from 
‘illages and rumours of disturbances jn Ispahan, Shira, and Tehran are be 
iated to animato their courage, ‘The Governor is evidently awaiting reinforce, 












cireul 


tents, but, even with them, Mr. Stevens dos t heli i e, 
LOGS Ee es not believe, in view of above, that he 
‘The telegraph wires are all cut to Urumia, 


















i) 
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(29792) No. 385. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 827.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 29, 1908. 

PROTECTION of Ottoman Consulate at Tabreez. 

Please inform Russian Government of substance of Mr, Marling’s telegram 
No, 282 of the 27th instant and inquire what is their view ‘of the matter. You should 
add that, if they are disposed to address a communication on the subject to the Porte, 
I would’ suggest that instructions should be sent to the Representatives of the two 
Powers at Constantinople as follows : 





“Please inform the Ottoman Government that we have been appealed to by Persia 
to persuade them not to send an escort: to Tabreer, Such a step is unnecessary for 
protection and would create an unfortunate effect in the town, Moreover negotiations 
are in progress, 

“Perhaps in these circumstances the proposal will not be acted on by the Porte.” 











(29683) No. 386. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
.) 

phic.) P Foreign Ofice, August 29, 1908. 
'M/RCO-PERSTAN frontier. 

Ilis Majesty's Government agree to join in making the comm 
in your telegram No, 150 of the 26th instant. As, however, no representation has 
been made by His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople since the introduction of 
the now régime, we should prefer that the first paragraph should be omitted, and that 
in the second paragraph the words “stated to them” should be substituted for the 
words “zien them the most formal assurances.” 

If the first paragraph is left out, it would be necessary to substitute in the first 
ine of the second paragraph the words “ the Cabinets of St. Petersburgh and London” 
for the wonl * they.” and it would be well that the proposed wording should be seen 
by the Russian and British Ambassadors at Constantinople, in onder to make sure that 
it doos not overstate the actual facts. 

T told the Turkish Ambassador here that the situation on the ‘Turco-Persian 
frontier was bad, and that instructions had been seut to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople to put before the Sublime Porte a statement of the facts of the case, 
in the belief that they would take steps to remedy the existing state of affairs, But 
the joint communication through the Embassies, which had Ween intended, was 
rendered un y the assurance given spontaneously by the Graud Vizier, 








ication. proposed 

















































(30025) No, 387. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 










































Pp Foreign Office, August 29, 1908. 





abated, b 
Persian Gove 


use the Compan; 
ment, but would continue under the new holder of the Concession, 

You might reassure the Moin on this point, if you consider it prudent, ani 
inform him that we greatly hope he will consent to give Strick better terms to admit 
of his participation and to formation of Company by Ellinger. 



































(30039) No, 338, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 80.) 
(No, 244.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, August 80, 1908, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 





‘I was informed yesterday by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Council of 
Ministers had decided to withdraw the greater part of the troops now concentrated in 
the neighbourhood of the frontier, to evacuate such places within the zone as are 
incontestably Persian, as well as Passova and other places which lio east of the zone, 
It is the intention of the Turkish Government to restore the status quo which during 
the last few years has been violated. 





(30040) No. 389. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 80.) 
(No. 245.) 
(elegraphic,) P. 
TABREEZ, 
With reference to Mr, Marling’s telegram No. 282 of the 27th instant, T am 
informed by the Grand Vizier that, in yiew of the Shah’s solemn assurances that tho 
Turkish subjects and Consulate at Tabreez will in no way be molested, the Ottoman 
Government haye given up the idea of sending an escort to that town, 


Constantinople, August 30, 1908. 



















[80107] No. 390, 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 





(No, 195.) 
Sir, Gulalek, August 1, 1908, 

DHE Belgian Chargé s spoken to me onee or twviee litely about the 

of the contracts of nine of the Belgians in the service of the Customs, which 
were about to expire. He stid that though he encountered no definite refusal on the 
part of the Persian Government, yet neither had he been able to obtain a definite 
© that these contracts would be renewed, and as some of them would be 
running out in a very few days, he was anxious to settle the matter without delay, and 
sked me if I would take some step to assist him. ‘he Russian Minister, whom he 
approached with a similar request, bad appeared to think any action for the 
moment unnecessary and inopportune. 

I promised to urge the Minister for Foreign Affairs to obtain the renewal of the 
contracts without di I mentioned the matter to M. de Hartwig a day or two 
later, and found that he thought M, de Warzée unne anxions, asafter the pledges 
given tous that the Customs régime would he maintained, it w ain that the 
contracts would be renewed. He would, however, speak to Ala-cs-Sultanch on the 
subjee confusion arising by the expiration of the con 

i i ily settled before the end of July hy the 
‘onstant, Bottian, and Duhem, while five others, 
not wholly satistied, are to be 

ium, 
























































replaced by other functionaries to be sent out from Bel 
Thave, & 


(Signed) CHARLE 








M. MARLING, 








[30109] No, 391. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 


. 197. Very Confidential.) 
ir, Gulatek, August 10, 1908, 
ON three or four oceasions during the past month the itussian Minister has 
complained to me about the attitude of the French Minister, comparing it 
urably with that of his predecessor, and M. Lecomte has told me that 
(1599) 3P 




















































ig had represented his conduct as so unfriendly that the Russian 
Minister for Forciga ‘airs had spoken confidentially to Admiral Touchard on the 
Ede Hartwig’s accusations are not very explicit, ‘They hardly amount to more 
than that M. Lecomte is not always very discreet in his comments on passing events; 
puta day or two ago he told me that M. Lecomte had been talking openly in the 
presence of the German Minister of the inevitability of an international financial 
control in Persia, something after the model of the International Finance Commission 
at Athens, M. de Hartwig thought this was most regrettable, as it would inspire the 
German Ministor with the den that Russia and England were aiming at some form of 

in which Franee would have a share. 

Seat ae thought that the idea of triple action was less that of M. Lecomte 
than of M, de la Martinidre, who had so often talked to us both of what he called a 
“bloc A trois, ante quite understood bis, re ‘hore, but he was 

s rather fond of airing his opinions, and inclined to take things lightly. 
ee arte would, { thlal, bo glad’ to/400 3G Lecomte removed, as he must 
recognize that his French colleague's account of the poliey of the Russian Legation 
in Tehran has been most damaging to him, His object in speaking to me is to get 
mo to admit that M, Lecomte's at ely to prejudice J 
0 that he may be able to inform his G nent that I sha 
een careful fo give non-committal replies, for, s 
‘M. de Hartwig would probably inform his Gov 
prejudiced in favour of England, 










































Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ' CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(30110) NSLS 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey, —(Received August 81.) 
ee Gulaheky August 10, 190. 
i ansmit to you herewith copy of 4 note which I have 
Helstar for Voreiga Ata asroneh thenta 6? TusTah 
troops on Persian territory in the neigh| f Urumia, 

Lhave, &e, : 
(Signed) CHARDES M. MARLING. 


"1 WAVE th 








N 





Thelosure 





Ala 





-Sultaneh to Mr. Marling. 
Jie 30, 1008, 

GORDING to the information re by the Foreign Office, some Turkish 
Goo ieaenanlel on Persian territory and entered Chehrik. Mir Alay and the 
gon of Sheikh Sndeck and ‘Turkish troops have encroached on Persian territory at 
Sumai, and some troops have gone to Band, near the town of Urumia, Besides these 
facts the tribe of Marzegi had been incited to plunder the villages in the Salmas 

ct, and this has been done. ‘The Kurds, by the instigation of the intruders, have 
not refrained from murder, plunder, and ravishing Muslims and Christians in the 
Urumia villages, and they haye not even spared mosques and churches, In other 
laces also the intruders are inciting the tribes and soldiers to encroachment and 
Aisturbanoes, reds i : z 

‘As the open encroachment of the Turkish military authorities on Persian territory 
and their misbehaviour are contrary to the Treaty and friendship existing between the 
two countries, and are also inconsistent with international law, [consider it necessary 
to inform you of the facts, and to protest against the action of the ‘Curkish military 
authorities, and to request you to be good enough to lay before your Government 
the acts of violence committed by them against the absolute rights of the Persian 
Government. i 


(Signed) ALA-ES-SULTANEH, 
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[30112] No. 393. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 





. 200.) 





ir, Gulahek, August 10, 1908, 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 182 of the 22nd ultimo, I have the honour 


to transmit to you herewith copy of a note which I have addressed to the Minister for 


Foreign Affairs on the subject of the suspension for three years of the sinking fund 
on the Loan of 1903-4, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) CARTES Mf, MARLING, 





Inclosure in No, 398 





Mr. Marling to Ala-es-Sultaneh, 


Your Highness, 

BY his note of the S1st August, 1907, His 
inform your Highness of the terms on which 
was prepared to assent to the request of the Persian Government for the suspension for 
three years of the sinking fund on the Loan of 1903-4, ‘To this note no reply was 
made, but no payment on capital account was made, and the interest was, moreover, 
allowed to fall into arrears. His Majesty's Government considered that they were in 
the circumstances justified in assuming that the terms above alluded to were tacitly 
accepted by the Persian Government, and I was accordingly instructed to inform your 
Highness’ predecessor of that view. In reply to my note of the 24th February, in 
which I carried ont those intructions, his xxcellency Mushir-ed-Dowleh informed ‘mo 
that a reply to Sir Cecil Spring-Rice’s note would be sent me shortly. Although five 
months have elapsed, I have, however, received no answer; and I have now received 
the instructions of His Majesty's Permanent Secretary of State for Foroign Affairs to 
inform your Highness that, in'the absence of the promised reply, and in view of the 
fact that the interest on the loan is again in arrears, and that no payment: has beon 

de on account of th ing fund since the 4th April, 1906, Uis Majesty's 


admit of any discussion of the terms Jaid down in Sir Cecil 
Spring-Rice’s note above mentioned, 


Gulahek, July 25, 1908, 
‘inister had the honour to 
jesty’s Government: 



































Tayail, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





[30113] No. 394. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 
201.) 


. Gulahek, August 10, 1! 

I HAVE the honour to report that: Salar-eil-Dowleh, the Shah's brother, whose 
abortive attempt at insurrection was reported in Sir Cecil Spring-Rico’s despatch 
No, 188 of the 18th June, 1907, sent a messenger to the Legation on the Gth instant 
to say that he was in danger of his life, and asking that I would obtain a ronewal of 
the assurances for his safety which the British and Russian Legations had reccived 
from the Shah a year ago. According to the messenger’s story the Shah had sent 
two eunucl:s to Eshratabad, where Salar-ed-Dowleh is still confined, who kept constant 


Watch over His Imperial Highness day and night, and the Prince was afraid that they 
intended to administer poison to him. 


During the spring Salar-ed-Dowleh made an attempt to enlist the sympathi 
the Russian Legation, and was so far successful that M. de Hartwig obtained somo 
felaxation of the stringent guard under which His Imperial Highness was placed; 
taking advantage of it Salar-ed-Dowleh made secret preparations for escapo, but his 
intentions were discovered and frustrated, 

Considering the Prince's antecedents and his well-known fondness for intrigue, 
it appeared to me that in existing circumstances there was ample justification for 
Precautionary measures on the part of the Shah, and I also thought that His Imperial 
Uighness’ fears for his safety were greatly exaggerated. I therefore sont a roply that 
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T understood that the guarantees for his safety obtained by Sir Cecil Spring-Rice 
related only to the events of 1907, and were never intended to extend to the future, 
and that in the circumstances I must decline to take any steps on his behalf. 

T mentioned the incident a few days later to the Russian Minister, who in return 
told me that when Shoa-es-Sultanch left Persia for Russia about a month ago he had 
Jearnt that His Imperial Highness intended to apply to the Czar to grant Russian 
nationality to one of his sons. M. de Hartwig at once telegraphed to M. Isvolsky 
to urge that the application should not be granted, except in accordance with the 
provisions of the Russian Law of Naturalization, ‘The request, however, had been 
declined by M, Isvolsky before M. de Hartwig’s telegram had arrived. 

I have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 

















(80115) No. 3 


Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No, 203.) 
Sin, Gulaiek, August 11, 1908. 
the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
Majes Consul at Tabreeg, inclosing a letter which has been addressed to him 
by the Armenian Archbishop of Azerbaijan, in regard to the deplorable state of the 
villages in the neighbourhood of Urmia. 
i fear that it is hopeless to expect that in present circumstances the Persian 
Government will be able to do anything to improve the situation in these districts. 
L have, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


















Inclosure 1 in No. 95. 
Consul-Gieneral Stevens to Mr. Marling. 


Sir, Tabrees, July 11, 1908. 

I INAV the honour to inclose copy of a lotter I haye received from his Grace 
the Armonian Archbishop residing in Tabreez, drawing attention to the recent events 
in the districts of Urmia and Salmas. 











I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES E, STEVENS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 395. 
Archbishop Karapet to Consul-General Stevens, 


Sir, Tauris, June 9 (22), 1908. 
AS the spiritual head of the Armenian people inhabiting the province of 
jan, T regard it my imperative duty to lay herewith the most deplorable and 
ian population, as well as of the other races of Urmi 

before His Britannic Majesty's Consulate-General, 
dance with reliable information T have just received, three villages in 
Barandour, Barbarou, and Sardarout, inhabited by Armenians and Syrians, were 
attacked by the Kurds on the 20th ultimo (11th June, 8.8.) and totally plundered. 
Women, and even little girls from § to 10, were violated, some of whom thro 
themselves into the river to escape from the hands of their torturers 1y were 
also carried away by the marauders, About 700 of these poor people fled to the 
town and found shelter in the Armenian Chureh at Urmia Some 150 souls are lost, 
of whom 8 were killed by the Kurds before the eyes of the fleeing refugees; what fate 

as befallen the remainder is not known, 

It is well known to your Consulate that, these refugees, destitute of everything 
and without any means of living, cannot expect any kind of help from the local 
authorities of Urmia, and that the little assistance which only their fellow-Armenians 
are giving them can of course not last long. ‘The situation is getting worse from day 





































































241 


io day, and no help ean be sent from outside to those unfortunate sulforers in their 
great need. 

Considering that the same terrible fate is threatening to strike also the other 
villages of Urmia, and the condition of the Salmas district, whose population is largely 
composed of Armenians and other Christians, is not less dangerous at this moment, 
Thave the honour to request most earnestly that the statement may be communi- 
cated to His Britannic Majesty’s Government for kind and urgent consideration, 
seeing that thousands of poor, innocent, and defenceless Christian people, owing to 
the continuation of the abnormal state of affairs on the Tureo-Persian boundary, are 
doomed to great sufferings and to sure perdition, I have addressed this ‘same 
statement with same appeal to the honourable Representatives of the Russian, French, 
and United States’ Governments in this city, hoping and trusting that by a collective 
and unanimous noble action new threatening similar disasters may successfully be 








prevented, and that the ery which ascends to heaven imploring justice will find a 
prompt hearing, 


Thaye, &. 
(Signed) Archbishop KARAPED, 
Prelate of Armenians 
of Anerbuijan, 











(30116) N 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Gi 


96. 





—(Received August 81.) 
(No, 204.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 11, 1908, 
WITH reference to Sir G. Lowther's telegram No, 214 of the dth instant relative 
to the demonstration that took place before the Persian Bmbassy at Constantinople, I 
gn Affairs informed me 
Dowleh was to the effect that the disorders in Tabrecn 
al faction fighting, and were in no way connected with 
Imperial Majesty said further that he had promised. 
xd date, and would not fail to keep his promise. 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING 





have the honour to report. that the Persian Minister for Kore 
that the Shah's reply to Arfa 
were merely the outeome of 1o 
the Constitutional question. 
to convoke the Medjliss at a fi 



















(80117) No, 397. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Gi 


(Received August 81.) 





(No. £05.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 12, 1908, 
| HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia during the past four weeks, 
T have, &e. 
igned) CHARLES M, MARLING, 








Inclosure in No. 307. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia. 


Tehran. 


BETWEEN the 16th and 20th July a number of persons took refuge in the village 
of Gulahck, and by the 30th July as many as 150 persons had collected in tie open in 
one garden alone. Every endeavour was made by His Majesty's Chargé d'Afiuires to 
induce them to withdraw. After great difficulty the majority left by the 7th August, 

On the dist July about 150 people took refuge at the Turkish Embassy in the 
country, but were induced to leave on the Gth August, by which time guarantees for 
their safety were procured from the Shah. 

On tiie 2nd August some Cossacks appeared in the vicinity of Gulahek, and a 
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number of then actually entered the wile, where they proposed to tay. They nee 
requested to withdraw, and the matter was settled without an incident. ees 
A Nizam-es-Sultaneh, who was Prime Minister until the 16th May, died suddenly 
3th August at the age of about 2 4 
be aan (Rances Selianeh)y oN o/frad) ontil lately head of the Telegraph and 
Posts, yas realed fiom Astrabad and sent to Azerbaijan in command of a military 
siti T 2ath July. 
expedition. He left Tehran on the sth tune 
ui Zil-es-Sultan left Ispahan for Tehran on the 8th Augus eee 
te Tandon, special correspondent of the “Daily Telegraph,” arrived in Tehran at 
the end of July, and proposes to go on to India, 








is Majesty’ d Captain Lorimer, His 
Ci Haworth, His Majesty’s Consul at Kermanshah, and x 
Majesits Vices onal fat Aves, have both been staying at Gulahek during the past 
| few weeks, 


‘The General Situation. 


i is ions are being made for @ 
The Shah semaine at Bagh-i-shah, where preparations are being made f 
Ton ae SATE EDRIEG TBE TO Revered the title of Sepah-Salar and post of 
GVar Minister: aeane toltosall fonetfall strslations mith) Calenel Lasko #0) 
: sin mtr command of Tehran, do not appear to lnvercseh SAS, 
i Ithough the popular movement has, to all inte , r iy 
i GHG Ua the onl eetive resistance has Veen that fred by 
i he people of ‘Tabreez, who are still fighting, there are am) levindioxe r 
} CIN IGOEH A ET IGEIUER EE Menten Mhe clergy of Nei have 
pronounced themselves axainet the Shah, and though their telegrams ave been 
opprested the novs.is gonerally known, ‘The effet ofthe nes from cereal 
been very rent, and wil probably only reat Inter, In the meantime the § a 
is bain ae financial HON ou M. ue soe pent es ene 
} cheme by which something might be done to improv : ordinary 
fail Far iaral Oni aoc es ant aTiabs spate toe tropaa ta Aerial dbars 
q lete the Treasury. E ‘ 
; sepa Seidel Donon: Algo lDorle) and Serdar Mansur, ince arrested 
e Shah's orders on the 7th June, have now left the country for Europe. 
Dre GlLAISUlats tis Guia tee eae eee Kerbel, is reported fo have been 
i ined on the Persian xide of the border near Kasr-i-Shirin, ia 
se etatens who remained in tho Texation at ‘ebran Gee ery of the 
i} i i fe e y, final vn 
Shah's Reseript guarantecing their safety on the Lith July, finally depart 18th 
i ral SHU TuIGetn outrage tes cel oniro tert Europe. This is reported upon fully 
‘a separate despatch, 


































(Signed) GP, CHURCHILL, 


Oriental Secretary. 













Urumia. 





‘in was quit ted by the Shah's coup a’ Btat 
ports that Urumin was quite unaffected by the Shah's 7 
i c ving it all his own way in 

ee) ses the opinion that the Shah cannot count on having i i 
Reunite Wen oinirnau ie Guomentts Dace eee tae 
Frontier Commissioner treats the new Russian Consul with studied neglect, 






























Resht, 


f Ghi ii fis destination 
set nal ROPES In nop GeO SUA TA Lines IO Te RETR 
a ie Russian gun-boat ‘ Krasnovodsk” left Enzeli for Baku about the 
a ey Zadeh, and the other exiled refugees from ‘Tehran, left Resht on the 
Sue ate cent, below estimate. This will entail loss to cocoon 
importers, 


















Meshed, 





1, The Reform party at Meshed has accepted defeat without the slightest idea of 
fighting. 
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2. Ht was reported that the Shah was about to remove Rukn-od-Dowlch 
-Generalship of Khorassan, but the British a 
on his behalf, and he remained at his post. 
assistance, and to have a firmer hold on the py 
was in existence. His Majesty's 
to the maintenance of order, 

Fainany ue Shah and the Governor-General are trying to make money out of the 
Chieftainship of the 'Timuri tribe, the rival candidates for the post being Showket-ed- 
Pomich and Jelal-es-Sultan, ‘The tribesmen threatened to go art settle Afghanistan 
if'a Chief distasteful to them was forced upon them, 


Arte etinister of Finance telegraphed about the 15th July to the Governore 
General that the Palang Kuh route was to be constructed at once, 


from the 
nd Russian Legations intervened 
He appears to be very grateful for our 
rovinee than when the National Assembl 

Consul-General thinks his retention iu office will tend 


Turbat-i-Hayderi, 


‘The people received the news of the coup d'Biat almost with indifference, ‘Phe 


fovemor is strengthening his position, and is very outspoken against ‘the priests, whom 
he considers to be the cause of all the trouble in Persig. 





Tspahan, 


A. It appears that the Shah has no supporters in Tspaban, 
Nationalist leaders seem to be in a great state of fear 
tas done his best to keep them in this state, and has even gone so far ag te aes to 
the Governor reminding him that the Shah was prepared. to send troops to his aid, if 
replaces Ale ast to, the disturbance in Ispaban, "The Bkbalsed-Dowlely ho 
replaces Ala-ul-Mulk as Governor, has not yet arrived, . His arrival may lead to those 
Wea cel themselves in danger taking refuge in His Majesty's Cevanlate neral, 
Agha Nejefi appears to be working for the Shah, but his’ brother Agha Norullah, 
publicly condemned one of the Shah’s Proclamations as contrary to religion and 
freedom. Ekbal-ed-Dowlel's deputy reached Ispahan on the teh July. On the 
Sth August he telegraphed to Tehran to his chief that a telegram: from the chief 
wrlsts at Nejef had been pul up at the entranee to a mosque, lis contents tice that 
deen dilted for the popular enuse was equal to the martyr of Kerbela, It was tren 
down by soldiers, but he feared that disturbances would ensue, and asked ine meas troops, 
Agha Norullah had from the pulpit urged the people to. slowo thar shops, but the 
peputy- Governor warned the people by eriers that any shops closed woul te plundered 
wy soldiers, 

yc hundred Bakhtiari horsemen under Ai Merdan Khan, Salar Arfa, and Muin 
Homayoon left Deh Kurd for‘Tehran about the Oth. ‘The Shah iy said to hecg asked for 
1,000 [sic] on a promise to remit three years’ taxes, 


but, in spite of this, the 
The Russian Consul-General 





























Yesd, 
ai pine Intizam-ul-Mulk was removed fram the Governorship, but reinstated on an 
appeal being made to the Shah by the people. 
2. Since the end of June the Yerd-Na 
and posts have been robbed, and the road. is 
robbers. ‘The entire postal service is disorga 
doing nothing, 





road has agoin become unsafe, caravans 
is infested with numbers of mounted 
nized, and the Governor is apparently 





Seistan, 


1. His Majesty’s Consul reports that in the ea 
with 80 and 1,00) men respectively passed throug 
adds that if his suggestion for joint preventive act 
Persia continues to he impracticable it seems likel 


loor into Afghanistan for all who succeed in brin; 
south, 


rly part of June tw» more caravans: 
Hh ‘Seistan into Afghan territory. He 

n by the Governments of Indin and 
y that Seistan will remain an open 
iging arms into the country from the 











A Russian, Feodoroff, arrived at Birjand on the 
for Seistan. Dr. Kosminsky described him 
ou no particular duty, 

spoke P 


12th June, and left next day 
as lately from a University, and travelling 
He expected him to remain three months in Neistan, He 
ersian but not Freeh, and came from Sarakhs vid Khat,” At Kein Ho 
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gave himself out to be a doctor, He called on the Shaukat-u!-Mulk and took many 
photographs. 

‘3. Ilis Majesty’s Vice-Consul in Seistan states that M. Bravine on the Lith June 
informed him that Colonel Von der Flaas was coming as Military Attaché and not as 
Consul to relieve him, as he had always stated was the cas 

“4. hore was no disturbance in either Seistan or Kain as a result of the Shah's 
sictory, whieh is generally regarded in those parts as a Russian triumph, 





Kerman. 


1, The Russian Consulate Mirza has managed to embroil his Consul with the 
new Governor, and relations are so strained that His Majesty’s Consul says that in the 
int of the two Consuls taking joint action the Russian Consul would be unable to 
‘accompany himon a visit to the Governor, ‘Tie Governor has complained to Yebran of 
the Russian Consul, 

2, ‘the Naih was stated to have surrendered to Asad-ed-Dowleh and to be in chains 
in Bam fort in the middle of July. 

3, Serdar Motazid resigned the Governorship about the 16th July, as he was unable 
to send the Shah the money demanded trom him. Sahib Ekhtiar is appointed Governor 
in his place, 

WP On the 4th August Vali Kian, with 800 infantry, 80 cavalry, and one gun, lett 
Kerman to assume the Governorship of Bam and Baluchistan. 











‘on every packa; 





several people 
as to affairs at 
Sultanabad. 


His Majesty's Viee-C 





nau reported on the Gth June that there were six Political 
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8. Several merchants have received telegraphic instructions from Shiraz not to 
forward goods, as trouble on the road is anticipated in connection with the change of 
Governors-General, 


Bunder Abbas, 

























1. The Russian Consul, having been refused leave by his Legation to go to India, 
left on the 27th June for the Ginow Hills, 

2, ‘Three of the Russian Cossacks, who have been continually getting ill, left on the 
27th May by Russian steamer for Odessa, 


Lingah. 


Mr. Brown, of Wonekhaus and Co., is said to have promised to levy a small fee 

ge imported by his Company and to pay it over to the “ Anjuman-i-Azad,” 
‘@ prominent member of which is the Russian Consular Agent, Sadid- 
Mr, Brown has also 
‘Aden for the issue and receipt of drafts and remittances, 


Sultaneh, 
‘en out that he has arranged with the National Bank of India at 








Mohammerah, 


A copy of a telegram from the priests of Nejef to ‘Tehran, denouncing the 
opponents of the National Assembly as enetes of the fith, was recently shown to 


here, and sent to Bus 
‘Tebran, 





‘The people of Mohammerah seem indiflerent. 





ned) © B, SPOKES, Major, 
Military Attache, 





Societies each trying to govern the district, that the Governor was powerless, that the 
leaders of the Societies were intolerant priests who were trying to create an antis 
European feeling, and that Messrs. Ziegler and Co,, who had advanced money and wool 
to tlle value of 80,0001 to weavers, were finding it daily more dillicult. to collect 
outatandings. 
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No, 207.) 


Shiraz. Se 








1, In the first week of July fifteen, artillerymen took refuge in tis Majesty's 
Consulate in order to obtain from the Persian Government their pay, which was one year 
in arrears, ‘They were subsequently induced to leave under a promise of being paid, 
The Commander of the Chaharmiahal Reyiment also told His Majesty’s Acting Consul 
it have to take refuge with a similar object, 
the Bushire road between the villages of Kemarej and Daliki, 
Zilees:Sultan was Governor-General, broke out again 
no hope of order on this road except under # strong Governor- 


Gth instant to 
has been rev 
Finanee. 
‘Two or thre 
Behadur Ja 
(Sepab 





































6th July, There 
General. ¥ 
3, Though Shiraz has remained quiet, the Provinee of Fars isin a state of disorder, 
and robberies are reported from all sides, Kazeroon is in a state of siege, the 
contending leaders being Hayder Khan of Kamarej and Mirza Kazit Khan, late deputy 
Governor, ‘The latter hias since taken refuge at His Majesty's Consulate at Shiraz. 
Between the Ath and 2dth July the Tehran post was robbed four tin 
the Ispahan road ix quite unsafe, ‘The appointment of Asaf-ed-Dowieh as Governor 
General was greeted with derision, the Shirazis recalling his previous effort to govern 
Serdar Kirouz, Deputy Guvernor, arrived at Shiraz on the 16th July. 





































Pexstan GuLr, 








IN continuation of m; 
report that M. 


ed, the nature of his proposa 
Mhe result of the intervi 


g, who unites in his own person the two offi 
His contribution to t 
It would be tedio 

ences, and it will sullice to sa 
sed language which showed that they 


f however, M. B 
the Persian Government, It ran as follows — 








Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 


Gulahek, August 12, 190. 
despatch No. 198 of the 1st instant, T have the honour to 
Bizoj, the Financial Adviser, was summoned to Bagh+-Shah on the 
explain to the Prime Minister, in whose favour the title of Grand Vizier 
s for the reorganization of the Mi 
Ww, which lasted over two hours, was discouraging, 
other Ministers besides Mushir-es-Sultanch were present, and Ami 
es of Comminder-in-ehiet 
nally put in a momentary appearance 
beyond an urgent: demand for money 
(© repeat in detail the acconnt which M, Bizot gave me of hi 
v that, with the sole exception of Ala-es-Sultanch, 
russion, the Ministers and courtiers present one 
had expected to find in M. Bizot a 
to find the means of raising monoy for them 























and Minister of War, 

















ar the end of the 























of manaed to obtain a list of the needs” of 








1 of army, exponses of arsenal, purchase of te 


yt 500,000 





Ops cha ee rs 00,000 
Cowsiretion of frontier ites in Azebajon, Astra, Kefmanshal 

2 Seistan, and Haluclistan = + 900,000 

Bushire. Payieutof jetsions fallen in arreats on account of recent disorders. 200,000 












1, ‘The editor of the “ Muzafferi” left for Bombay by steamer on the 20th June, 
Noxt lay the Governor received orders from ‘Tehran to execute him, The Gor 
also received orders from the Shah to keep a striet watch on members of Political 
Societies. 
‘the importation of the Calcutta “Habl-ul-Matin” into Persia has been 
prohibited, and the Governor has seized all copies in Persian post-otfices, 





















Or, in round fi 
end of 100 


Ls 





19] 


Balance of purchase 
[Darchase of new rifles and cartridges aes 00,000, 





of tills, & 





dered by the luto Shab, aud 


Tol 2. cae sew 000,000 







es, 100,000/,, the amount of the joint advance contemplated in the 
As M. Bizot observed, when he showed it to me the next morning, this 
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remarkable production was unmistakably the work of Amir Behadur Jang, into whose 
Tans 1,800,000 tomans out of 2,000,000 tomans would pass. While M. Bizot was 
with me, Kavam-ed:Dowleh, the Minister of Finanee. was announced, and at my 
suggestion M. Bizot remained during his visit. After a little skirmishing the Minister 
asked M. Bizot to produce the list, and inquired what I thought of it. I replied by 
asking his Execllency if he expected that I should take such a proposal seriously. 
"The Persian Government were asking us to advance a considerable sum, of which 
nine-tenths was to be confided to Ami without any sort of guarantee 
that it would be properly expended, while the remainder was to be wasted in paying 
friudulont pensions, T'was sure that my Government would never listen to such a 
proposal, even if T consented to submit it, which I was not prepared todo. ‘To my 
mind the proposal was nothing but a foolish attempt on the part of Amir Behadur 
Tang and his friends to line their own. pockets, just as they might have hoped to do in 
nilar circumstances under the old régime. ‘His Excellency must be aware that His 
Majesty's Government would never assent to assist the Persian Government to raise 
money for such a purpose, I was, I said, much disappointed at finding that the 
Persian Government clear finances. 
Kavam-ed-Dowleh was considerably wie that the Com- 
mittee which M. Bizot was to form at the Department of Binance would prove an 
ample guarantee that th if advanced, would not be squandered, Having 
been told by M, Bizot just bet n’s arrival that his Excellency had 
proposed that threo of the five seats on the Committee were to be occupied by the 
Minister and his two sons, T replied that { must, be satisfied of the composition of 
the Committee before { could put much faith in it, and went on to ask why, if the 
esited reform, no provision for the necessary expenditure it must 

he list of “pressing needs”; why, too, was there no mention of the 
‘orsian Representatives abroad, whieh Thad been told 













































¢ lind no real intention of instituting reform in its 
to 


































entail appeai i 
payment of the salaries of the 
was a matter of such great urgen oe 

M, Bizot warmly supported my arguments, point e 
Adviser, could never recommend the Minister to adopt such a list as th 
furnished, Without detatis there could be no control ever the expenditure. Did the 
Minister pretond that no other Department except the War Office had any pressing 
need for money? It was perfectly obvious that th was drawn up without 
tiie smallest reard for the public interest, Lf the Persian Government expected to 
obtain any kind of assistance the Minister must aid him, M, Bizot, to ascertain how 
the financial position actually stands, and to draw up an accurate and detailed 
sl me nts of each Department. 
Kavamed-Dowleh appeared to be somewhat downeast at the result of the 
intervie nd me that his Ex was perfectly aware that he 
had come on a fool's errand ed at the prospect of having, 
to fico Amir Bohadur Jaug and th hi the confession of having 
hieved nothing. ‘ 
rete eclttee igs totstiom 1 elated lies intarview eoetned to me, tol bo a little 
annoyed that [should have seen the “list” before himself, and to be less disposed 
than myself and the Financial Adviser to condemn it as inacceptable. 

‘ T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





































































(30120) No. 
Mr, Murliny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 
Bin es) Gulahek, August 12, 1908. 


DURING the course of the official call which T paid to the new Turkish 
Ambassador, Nasouhi Bey, on the 6th instant, the Turkish Military Attache, 
Djemil Rey, observed that the condition of affairs all over Persia, and particularly in 
Pabreez, was so serious that several of the foreign Representatives had expressed the 
desire to hold a meeting of the “Chefs de Mission” to discuss whether collective 
represeitation should not be made to the Shab. ‘The Dutch Minister, who was present, 
appeared unwilling to express any opinion till L had given him a lead, and I therefore 
said that the state of Persia, with the one exception of ‘Tabreez, was no worse than it 
liad been at any time during the past eight months, and that 1 thought that there was 
no necessity for such a step. M. de Sturler expressed a general concurrence in this 
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view, and added that Dutch interests in Persia were so small that he would searcely 
feel justified in agreeing to such a meeting until matters beeame very much worse, 
Djemil Bey, however, with the evident approval of his chief, whose French is too 
scanty to allow him to take part in any discussion carried on in that language, insisted 
on his point that a meeting was necessary, and intimated that, as there were two or 
three Ministers who desired it, the Ambassador, as doyen, would use his discretion as to 
summoning his colleagues for the purpose, 

Three days later Djemil Bey called on me ostensibly in connection with an 
unimportant case in which British and Turkish interests are involved, and brought up 
the subject again. him. who were the Ministers who were so anxious to hold a 

int intervention, and he replied that. the proposal originated with 
istro-Hungarian Minister, He went on to say that his chief had commissioned 
him to inquire what reply I should make should ‘the Ottoman Ambassador issue a 
circular proposing a meeting, T said that as my attitude in regard to anything 
resembling collective intervention in Persian affairs had been made perfectly clear at the 
meeting of the 17h December (see my despatch No, 277 of the 30th December, 1907), 
Tshould reply that, ax I saw no necessity: for such action at prevent, T could not take 
part in a meeting of the Corps Diplomatique except on explicit instructions from my 
Government. 1 also pointed out to Djemil Bey how absurd it would be for the ‘Turkish 
Embassy to take the lead in joint representations on humanitarian or any other grounds 
ag regards the struggle going on in Tabreez, considering that Turkish troops had been 
rayaging Persian territory in the Urumia districts for the past year, 

M. de Hartwig, to whom I mentioned the conversation which took place at the 
Ottoman Embassy, stated that he would absolutely decline to attend any meeting, an 
said thatif the Turkish Ambassador should send out a circular to the * Chets de Mission, 
hhe felt inclined to raise the question of the expedicney of the Representative of a 
Mussulman Power acting as doyen in a Mussulian country. He saw great incone 
Yeniences in the arrangement, an was much inclined to dispute it, [ expressed my 
general concurresice, but observed that if we successfully raigeid the question wo might 
at some future period find ourselves with a doyen even less acceptable than the Ambas 
sador, such, for instance, as the Austro-Hungarian Minister, whose sole idea of diplomacy 
seemed tobe by collective action, and who, should he (M. de Hartwig) goon leave, would 
Vecome acting doyen. 





































































T have, &e, 


(Signed) CHARLES M MARLING. 
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Mr, Marling to Sir Edtword Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No, 209.) 


ir, 





. Gulahek, August 12, 1908, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 182 of the 15th ultimo, 1 have the hionont to 
report that, contrary to the understanding which had been arrived at thit Zil-es-Sultan 
should leave Persia vil Bushire, His Imperial Highness left Shiraz on the 7th July for 
Ispahan, where he arrived on the 14th, 

I had endeavoured to convey a message to His Tmperial Highness through His 
Majesty's Consuls at Shiraz and Ispahan, warning him that unless he left the country 
His Majesty’s Government would be unable to afford protection for his family and 
property, and advising him to leave by the south, but His Imperial Highness travelled so 
rapidly by a route on which there are no telegraph stations that this communication 
could only he delivered to him a few stages from Ispahin 

Upon arrival there he informed His Majesty's Acting Consul-General that he would 
leave via the north, as he feared the long sea voyage from Bushire, and Uiat he would 
start as soon ax lic had put the affairs of his fami der and settled the accounts of 
the Government of Fars. His Imperial Hii added that he had the Shah's 
permission to slo this, whieh I subsequently learnt was correct, 

None the less his presence at Ispanan for a protracted period would, I felt, have 
heen a grave danger to the tranquillity of the country, and, with the concurrence of the 
Russian Minister, I informed {is Imperial Highness, through His Majesty's Acting 
Consul-General, that His Majesty's Government would not feel themselves under any 
obligation to obtain guarantees for him if he prolonged his stay 

M, de Hartwig also instructed the Russian Consul-General at Espahan to support 
Dr. Aganoor’s representations, Some days later M, de Harwig sent His Imperial 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a letter containing general assurances of a similar nature to those which have 
is oceasions been given to His Imperial Highness by His Majesty's Legation, 
and I thereupon informed him, as authorized in your telegram 0. 196 of the 30th Jul 
that we had been instructed to obtain guarantees from the Shah for the security of his 
his absence from Persia, and urged 





not to delay his 





family and. property duri 





sultan las repeatedly expressed his fears that au attempt would be made 

ry, and has begged that an official of this 

I cannot, however, believe that there is 

jety; and, moreover, if a British off 

‘asign that His Majesty's Government 
it the Shah, and T have therefore dec 


on his life on his way through the countr 
Legation might be allowed to accompany him. 
rial Highness? an 






any ground for f 
ent to aecompan 
his intrigues axa 





ied to assent, as 





reported in my telegram No, 264 of the Sth instant, unless the Russian Minister agreed 
to do the same. 





no risk of attack on his 
him if this would 
ated that he had no one whom he 
that he might arrange with Colonel 
T auseed to this proposal, though I fear iti 
¢ viewed with unmixed 

Highness, however, left 
I, and is due to arrive in 


who shares my view that Zil-es 

illing to agree to sending some one to accompan 
Highness’ departure, buts 

leuey finally suggest 











Liakhiot! to send two Cos 1 La 
not an arrangement which Mis fmperial Highness would 
ever been put 








*Peliraw on the 18th or 11th in 
‘dy thie guarantees for His Imperial Highness’ family and property, the 
Russian Minister an | approached the Minister for Roreign Affairs, {rom whom I have 
‘lose a translation, to the effect that, 
ich has been issued by the Shab, in virtue of the close 
s-Sultan and His Imperial M 

» in complete security, and that His M 
nent will do all in their power to protect His 

Tniperial Highness! interests, A copy of iy letter to the Zil trausinitting the above is 








received a note, of which I have the honour to i 


cordance with an order 








jesty, His Impe 





Highness! property will: rev 
may rest assured that the P 








Inclosure 1 in No, 400. 


Mr. Marling to Zilce 








Gulnhek, August 1 
ernment the message with whi 
y's Consul at. Shiraz, 
assurances of friendly protection whieh His i i 
Representatives have given to your Imperial Highness in the past, and 
to seuarantes to yoitr Imperial Highness the possession of your property an 

of your leaving the eountry. é 
‘our Lnperial Highwess may rest assured that the friendly sent 
Britannic Majesty's Government towards your person remain unalte 
mn instructed by my Government to obtain fr 
that during your Imperial Highness’ absenee from Persia your property. and 
estates will be secure. ‘a9 Be 
Tn pursinnee of these instructions {have obtained from is Highness the Minister 
honour to inelose a copy for your 
ion, conveying to me the tenor of the Imperial commands, 
tir mind at rest in this 
ue original of this document will be preserved in the archives of thi 





1 DID not fail to communieate to my 








recalling the variou 














1 His Imperial Majesty the Shah 








of whieh I have th 





Tmperial Highne 
1 yenture to think s 





CHARLES M. MARLING. 









249 












Inclosure 2 in No. 400. 


Alaces-Sultaneh to Mr. Marling. i 
(@ranslation.) Tehran, August 11, 1908, i 
I HAVE submitted to His Majesty the Shah the contents of your private note of 
the 30th July, 1908, respecting the security of the estates and property of His Imperial \ 
Highness the Zil-es-Sultan, In accordance with the order issued, [ have the honour to 
inform you that, in view of the close relationship existing between His Imperial 
Highness and His Majesty the Shab, his property will be safe and the Persian i 
Government will do their utmost to protect it. Your Excellency should rest perfectly 
assured on this point, 





















Lavail, &. 
(Signed and sealed) ALA-ES-SULDANEH, 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 









. 210.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 18, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith paraphrase of a telegram which T 

have received from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bagdad regarding the attitude 

taken up by the great: Mujteheds at Nejef towards the present, Constitutional strugglo 

in this country, Although it must by now be well known in several of the chiof 

towns of Persia that the sympathies of these high ecclesiastics lie entirely with the { 
party of reform, there has as yet been no sign of any response to their denunciation of \ 
the Shah. ‘Their apparent readiness to recognize the Sunni Sultan as the head of all 

Islam is also interestin, 

‘A paraphrase of my reply to Major Ramsay is also inelosed, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 












































Tnelosure 1 in No. 401, 


Consul-General Ramsay to Mr. Marling, 






(el 





raphic.) P. Bagdad, August 4, 1908. 
A MESSAG has been sent to me by the leading priests of Nojet’ to ask me the 
following qu 























‘The priests wish to know whether the Persian Parliamentary party will have the 

support of His Majesty's Government, as tliey maintain it had when the grant of } 
jon was first made, Secondly, would E give them advice as to whut line of 

conduct they should now follow? 


‘The conduct of Russia and of the Russian Cossack officers during the 
events at Tehran has aroused great bitterne: 
to Constantinople has been placed at their disposal, and they have been holding 
telegraphic conversations with that place, ‘Viiey have, I gathered, practically 
authorized the Sultan to occupy Azerbaijan, on the ground that the Shah has fired on 
a Mosque and Koran, and has expelled religious leaders, and that the Sultan is head 
of all Islam, ‘The priests appear to be distracted by the difficulties of the situation, 
and probably doubt the wislom of what they have done. ‘heir anxiety is increased 
by the fact-that they are now cut off from all communication with elvan, In reply 
T said that to invite direct foreign intervention was to be deprecated, and that, 
moreover, I did not think that Russia would allow the Sultan to take Azerbai 
without a war, I added that there were few places where a Shiah could pray in 
Constantinople, In order to terminate the interview I then pleaded an engagement 









cent 
among the priests. ‘The telegraph wire 
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‘The messenger will probably come to see me again to-morrow, and I should be 
glad if you could give me some news of events in Persian provinces, more especially 
Resht and Tabreez, Shall I tell the messenger that Iam not authorized to discuss 
Persian polities, or do you wish me to adopt any partieular line ? 








Tnelosure 2 in No. 401. 


Mr. Marling to Consul-General Ramsay. 





graphic.) P, Gulahek, August 6, 1908, 
T RECEIVED your telegram of the 4th instant last night, “The policy of His 
Majesty's Government in Persia is one of strict non-intervention, 
‘Tehran will do nothing to assist either party in the present stra 

if e that. events will foree the Shah to recall his Parliament, and I therefore 
consider the priests’ message to Constantinople most ill-advised and unnecessary. 

‘The revolutionaries are continuing the struggle at ‘Tabreez, but Resht as well as 
the rest of Persia remains perfe attitude of the people generally: 
seems to be one of ind 

































/ 30123) No, 402. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 

(No. 211.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 18, 1908. 

A DAY or two after the coup d’Blat of the 28rd June one or two persons of very 
respectable position who had taken a more or less prominent part during the days of the 
Medjliss came up for safety to Gulahek, and within ten days some twelve or fifteen others 
came to reside i age, either in houses rented by themselves or in those of friends, 
Most of them arrived quite openly, though a few of the more timorous seem to have 
made their way up after dark, In one or two eases these persons had undoubtedly 
reason to fear for their lives, not indeed at the hands of the Court party, but on grounds 
of private vengeance, as, forinstance, Moayin Hazret, the Judge who conducted the trial 
of the murderers of the Parsee merchant Rereidoon ; the culprits in that case, as you 
will remember, were so savagely beaten that it was reported that two had died, but the 
rumour was untrue, and the men haye since been pardoned and allowed to return to 
































‘Nelran, Another of the refugees is known to have fought desperately on the side of 
the Nationalists, and to be threatened with vengeance by one of the Cossack brigade 
whose brother he is said to have killed. ler of the “refugees” had no 









particular object in secking shelter in Gulahek beyond the wish to be sate from 
molestation, ‘The rumours of arrests at this time were very exaggerated, but there can 
he no doubt that a considerable number were being effected nightly, and often on quite 
frivolous pretexts. ‘Lo show: how general the terror was T may mention that Meftah-es- 
Suluanch, the head of the English section of the Foreign Orfice, was among the first 

rivals in Guluhek, Me admitted frankly that he was afraid to stay in town, and 
told me of two or tree: cases of arbitrary arrest which had come within his certain 
Knowledge. “Certain knowledge” with’a Persian means third hand report, and he 
confessed that he had really no proof of his stories, but only believed them to be true, 
































He had not, however, ventured out of his house in ‘Tehran for two days. ‘Like every 
one else 





he said, “1 belonged to an Anjuman and was not sate, but happily have am 
Uecoration, aud when I ventured out to come to Gulahek I put it in my pocket 
to protect me,” aud he produced it for my inspeetion 

‘All these persons were quiet aud well-behaved, and there was no reason for treating. 
them differently from the ordinary summer visitors to Gulaliek, : 

By the 14th ultimo the number of refugees had risen to over thirty, and in the next 
two days some thirty-five others arrived and took up their quarters in @ garden rented 
Dy one of their number and adjoining the Legation grounds. OF this last bateh, the 
majority had not come from Tehran, but from the districts north of Gulahek, where a 
few arrests had produced general alarm, 

Up till then [could diseover nothing to show that the refugees had any other 
motive than to remain in Gulahek until things should become normal again; they 
admitted that this condition would not obtain till the Medjliss was reinstated and 
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martial aw suspended; but T am convinced that their flight to Gnlahek was not 
prearranged, and that they had no thought of abusing their position for political 
purposes, 
2 Coin in ci tre mo hrais in din Ie Ran ata 
village of Gulahek and in the Legation grounds, ‘The strict measures T had taken to 
vent any access to the Legation in town had, of course, shown conclusively what our 
attitude was in the question of hast, and the intention obviously was to force our hands, 
But to euard asainst it, except by allowing the Persian Government to place pickets 
around the village—a proceeding which appeared to me to be quite inadmissible in view 
of recent events—was very difficult, or rather impossible with the slender resources at 
my disposal. Gulahek is an open village with seven or eight roads leading into it, and 
h thirteen men out of the twenty-one gholams and sowars—for the Persian police of 
the village are quite untrustworthy—employed on absolutely necessary duties, it was 
obviously impossible to guard every approach. An Indian sowar, moreover, as a stranger 
to the village, is of little use unless accompanied by a gholan, However, I put a 
gholam on duty on the main rond leading into the village by which all the refugees hnd 
till then arrived, and instructed the “ketkhoda” to wateh the other approaches. I had 
already done what { could to let it be known through the Bazaar Office of the Imperial 
Bank of Persin and other agents that there was nothing to be gained by an attempt to 
take bast at Gulahek, but that, on the contrary, any attempt to do so would be strongly 
resented, but, in spite of my efforts, the rumours of such an intention continued to gain 
strength, and it seemed to me that the only way to ealm the popular agitation and $0 
prevent a descent on Gulahek was that the Shah should be induced to give some 
‘unequivocal proof of his intention to abide by the Constitution, as, for instance, by 
reassembling the Medjliss at an early date. In this view the Minister for Roreign 
Afinirs entirely concurred —indeed, he informed me that all the more moderate members 
of the Government had been constantly urging it on His Imperial Majesty, 

Having received your general concurrence, provided 1 could secure the co-operation 
of the Russian Minister, I called on M, de Hartwig on the 20th ultimo and explained 
the position to him, I said that [ was really apprehensive that the bazaar people might 
make an attempt to flock to Gulahek and even to force an entry into the Legation 
grounds, ‘The people already in the village had come in circumstances which eave no 
possible pretext for expelling them; they had never asked the Legation to take ay: 
steps on their behalf, and 1 was satisfied that forthe present they only desired to secure 
their personal safety, 1 had thonght of trying to find out who was encouragine th 
notion which certainly existed in the bazaars of a general bast at Gulahek, but had 
discarded the proposal, as I felt sure that any attempt to get into touch with the leaders 
would almost certainly be looked on asasignal that the Leation was willing to take up 
the popular cause and bring about what I most wished to avert. Perhaps he (M. do 
Hartwig) could assist me to let it be known in the bazaars that the Lezation would 
no circumstances whatever give any countenance to such a movement, 

M. de Hartwig received my remarks with very ill grace. Iv was perfeetly simple 
to keep people out of Gulahek by asking the Persian Government to give me a 

nt foree of police or soldiery to guard all the appronches to the villages as it 

was the revolutionaries were heing encouraged to fly to us, even if they were not 
already being invited to do so, and the Minister mentioned Mr, Churchill's name, but 
stopped abruptly. 1 protested strongly against suspicions of this kind, whieh had no 
foundation whatever, but M, de Hartwig. was off again on his favourite theme of 
attacking our attitnde. ‘There was, he said, nothing whatever to justify the fears of 
arrest of which I made s much; these people came solely for political purposes, and 
my inaction was encouraging them, It was true that a fow arrests were being made, 
ut these were non-political, and effected in the hope of capturing the band of ruflians 
o hai committed so many crimes in ebran during the spring, Did I intend to 
receive and protect, for instance, the men who broke into M. Ostrogradsky's house, or 
those whe brought up bombs o kill Colonel Liakhoif? T said that if any civil criminals 
vere in Gulahek, aud the Persian Government notified me of the fact, [ should follow 
the same course as he had in the case of Malck-et~Tujjar, namely, hand them over for 
frial in the presence of a member of the Levation, ‘The allusion was not much 
relished by M. de Hartwiz, who reverted to the refugees then in the village, and said 
dat in similar cireumstonees he would forcibly clear the villlage of the. Why could 
not 1 do the same? 1 replied that Russian administrative powers were much more 
extensive than English, aud | was sure His Majesty's Government would never allow me 
to act as he suggested so long as the visitors behaved like any other temporary 
esident, ‘The Russian Minister took no pains to conceal his disbelief of wiy states 
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Mr. Churchill, whom Isent to interrogate them, that they were acting without orders, 
and said that, as their officer was away, they would telephone to ‘Tehran for instructions. 
‘They left the village the same night. 

T informed Ala-es-Sultanch in a semi-official letter of the incident, reminding him 
of the special privileges the Legation enjoys in Gulahek, and requesting him to preven’ 
the recurrence of such incidents in future. I added that the presence of these men at 
that moment was specially regrettable as it would make it more difficult for me to 
persuade the refugees” in the village to depart, as they would now pretend that they i 
‘rere liable to arrest. My letter was at once sent by Aln-es-Sultanch to Bagh-i-Shah, 
with the result that a Persian officer of the brigade was dispatched to Gulahek to 
obtain the names of the offending Cossacks, and I understand that the men vere 
subsequently punished. When I saw Ala-es-Sultanch the following day I thanked 
him for the prompt action he had taken, and said 1 would consider the incident. as 
closed. 

‘The mischief, however, has been done, for five persons, who had till then been 
living with friends in the village, managed to enter the Legation grounds, ‘These 
latter, whose terrors are not entirely. unjustified, were at first beyond the reach of 
argument, and even the threat of foréible removal produced no effect on them, One 
or two of them even professed that they preferred immediate death to the miseries of 
suspense if expelled, and would commit suicide, Nothing could persuade these timid \ 
souls that the village was not raided nightly by Cossacks thirsting for vengeance, 

Finally, however, Meftali-es-Sultanch induced the individual who believed himself to 
be most seriously compromised to accept a Rescript of the Shah's, written on a letter 
from Sepahdar to Mr, Churchill about his case, as a suficient This man, 
Muntasser-eil-Dowleh, had particularly distinguished himself in the defence of the 
Medjliss on the 23rd June, and feared that the Cossacks would revenge themselves on 


nent, and then went off quite irrelevently to defend the part played by Colonel 
Tiakhott in the receut coup @ Btat, He could, he said, see no difference between that 
olticer’s conduct and that, for instance, of General Williams or Admiral Hobart, who 
Tad token part in the war against Russia, but without any protest being made hy 
England. { said T could see no parallel whatever i) the circumstances of the cases he 
ieationed with tliose of the present position, and then recalled him to the object of m 
visit namely, how heat to prevent the possibility of a large number ot people from th 
avanr suddenly attempting to enter Gulahek or even the Lezation grounds. The 
Tater eventuality Lshonld try my best to prevent by treating the refugees simply. ax 
trespassers and removing them by means of the police, but even this would he beyond 
my powers if they came in large numbers, as T feareu migit be the care. T had 
stuedested to His Majesty's Government that the best, perlaps the only, means would 
be for the Shah to announc Intention of summoning the Medjliss at an early date, 
and His Majesty's Government had approved the suzwestion, provided that T secured 
His co-openition, -M, de Tlartig said that for the Shah to do so at present would be 
| Interpreted. as. n sign of weakness, and then the revolutionary elements would be 
‘al to further resistance, His Imperial Majesty woulll have the appearance of 
fo pressure, Tstid that the pressure did not yet exist; we need make no 
jesty, and. the act ewuld appear to 














































encour 
| yieldin: 
parade of foreing our advice on His Imperial Ma 
| Ne spontaneous on his part. M. de Hartwig seemed to be more than halt con- 
| vinead, but finally said that so longas the struggle in Tabreez continued he would be 
| most unwilling fo urge on the ion whieh would bear the appearance of 
inresolution, 

\ day or two Jater 1 lea 
ven him a most distorted ac 
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nt from the French Minister that M. de Hartwig had 
it of our conversation, in. which [was represented as 
































| ontirely declined to do anything to prevent the Nationalists from taking shelter t ¢ 

i Le RUC a tee eee oe Me araiainel Nee: him. He isin the service of Sepnhdar, who interested himself to obtain permission to 

\ Tlie ventured to report this conversation at some length in order to show the take him with him to Tabreez, whither he was about to depart in command of the 

4 difficulty of reasonable discussion with M. de Hartwi; Royalist troops. Muntasser eventually joined his amp train at Kazvin in safety, and \ 
Durines thenolline Checuneaatieae maT ‘The spectal at once began to brag that he would never allow Sepahdar to attack the Nationalists, or, 

q ‘Pribunal sitting at Baghei-Shah was, and still is, occupied in investigating the attempt if he did, would fight against him himself, The other four, under the strongest 












pressure, were at last induced to return to their houses in the village. 
‘The appearance of the Cossacks had a similar effect on the party in the garden, 
whieh then numbered 144, Explanations, persuasion, expostulation, taunts, and finally 
open threats of coercion were wasted, In the garden they were safe, they said, outside 
of it, even in the village, they were in danger; they were also quite conyinced that they 
‘would never be expelled by force, a belief which was naturally confirmed so long as the 
‘ght be employed to remove them was not carried into effect. Tn 
the circumstances it appeared imperative to employ coercion, firstly, because it was 
clear that util the illusion that the Legation was not empowered to have recourse to 
was dispelled the refugees” would decline to leave; and, secondly, because 
nothing was better calculated to avert the future possibility of bast than an unequivocal 
proof that the Legation would not permit its exceptional position in Gulahek to be { 
abused for reasons, ‘There were, of course, some inevitable disadvantages, 
eg» that we should incur, for a time at all events, considerable unpopularity, and that it 
would. be represented that the Legation had yielded to the insistence of the Shah. ‘he I 
legality of expelling the refugees from a private garden hired by one of them also | 
{ 





on the Shih's life of the sth Rebruary, aud every day a few individuals were carried off, 
apparently under arrest, Pvobably not one in twenty was detained after giving hie 
tulience, but the mere fact that these arrests were taking place was sufficient to seare 
the timid Tehranis, and rumours became more disqui ‘here were, however, no 
sl arrivals, On'the 27th and 28th about x dozen of the refugees in the garden were 
Mluced to leave by the unwemtying efforts made by Abbas Kuli Khan, Mr. Churehill, 
ind Mr, Sinart, anil [ hoped that these departures would prevent further arrivals, 

‘On the evening of the 28th some 100 managed to enter the village alter dark from 
the norti-enst, evading the men whom I had placed to wateh the approaches. Although 
‘tin professed to have come mercly for security, [ think it ean scarcely be 
had evjeourazed them to attempt a 
ly political. Every effort to convince 







































further move, and that their motive was largel 
tliem that the 
























seemed open to question, for it could not be seriously pretended that their presence 
was likely’ to cause any disturbance of the peace, But the point is not one which would 
attract attention in Persia, though it might give rise to embarrassing comment in 
England. 

She receipt of your telegram No, 199, authorizing me to apply to the Persian 
Government for a sufficient police force to clear the garden, entirely altered the 
situation, and a few hours 132 out o 
‘The remaining twelve, 





assemblages of all kinds were forbidde 
decided to , f 

i nd) communicate with their friends, 

vi Teas pointed out to them that the Legation could not allow the village of 
Gulahck to be used for purposes of this kind, and that in no. circumstances whatever 
wnuld they derive any benefit from remaining, and that if by their numbers they 
threatened to endanger the sanitary condition of the village they would be forcibly 
expelled, ‘These arguments produced some elf et, for the same morning about 100 leit 






































14 of the refugees had taken their departure, ; 
However, were obdurate, and one at all events, in Mr, Smart's 

























¢ i ie ay in ‘Tairiach, where they were presei ile demonstration of his determination not to fall into the Shah's hands b 
I body, but only to take bast in the ‘Turkish Embassy in ‘Tairisch, where they were presence, nade demonstrat 4 to ds by 
Lea taal RS ee See etiy Ga bere swallowing a dose of opium large enough to kill him, ‘The man was at once medically 
Government to prevent this last batch from gaining: sanctuary, but on the 2nd. instant treated, and is little the worse for his folly. Though this is a usual Persian device to 





compel pity, and need not be taken too seriously, it indicates that the pretended 
suicide has worked himself up to the last pitch of resolution, I. therefore thought it 
better not to resort to furce in the case of these men, Indeed I did not think it would 
be entirely justifiable, inasmuch as all twelve were among the first arrivals in the 
garden, and had, to the best of my belief, been driven to seck refuge in Gulahck solely 
by their fems, “I was relived of further trouble in the matter by the assistanee of 
[1599] Bia 


fa few Cossacks were posted on the high road which passes on the west side of Gulahek, 
and three pickets were stationed near the Bubassy. ‘The weary efforts to induce the 
party in the garden at Gulahek to leave recommenced, and after hours spent in 
Argument, expostulation, and even menaces of expulsion some effect was produced, and 
f large proportion of the “refugees” promised to leave the follow y. ‘That 
evening, however, seven armed Cossacks entered the village. They admitted to 
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‘Meftah-es-Sultaneh who, with my permission, offered to use his influence to induce the 
men to go. After a long interview with them he arranged to obtain a Reseript from the 
Shab, a copy of which would be given to each individual. As this arrangement appeared 
to me to be preferable to forcible expulsion and its attendant unpopularity I agreed to 
it, and the men finally left the garden on the 11th instant. 4 

‘Whe bastis at the Turkish Embassy remained there until the 6th instant, and only 
consented to depart when each had been furnished with a paper of amnesty. 





Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
(30124) No. 403. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
No, 212.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 13, 1908. 





WITH reference to your telegram No. 204 of yesterday's date, and in amplifica- 
tion of the reply contained in my telegram No, 272 of to-day, I beg to state that I 
am eonvinced by my personal knowledge of Captain Lorimer that there is no danger 
whatever in authorizing him to travel off the main routes in his district at his 
discretion, Tam confident that Captain Lorimer would not persist in penetrating 
into any of the less frequented regions without feeling satistied in regard to the 
arrangements made for his personal security, As one of many instances which have 
Jed me to rely upon Captain Lorimer’s judgment and freedom from impetuosity, I 
may mention’ the fact that when recently travelling from Ahwaz to Ispahan, vid 
Shustor and Dizful, he prudently abandoned, owing to the dangerous state of the 

‘ry for one day's march out of Dizful, his intention of entering Pusht-i-Kuh, a 
region regarding which he has for some years past been most auxious to collect first 
hand political and geographical information. 
























Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(30125) No. 401. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 





0, 218.) 





Gulahek, August 13, 1908, 
‘HERE has been no very marked change in the internal political situation 
during the past. month, but what little alteration las taken place is not to the 
advantage of the rea ‘The Shah himself is described as being 
nd to render himself more secure 
of fighting tribesmen, 
Bakhtinris, Kalhors, e also been raised and 
practically all tho’ more modern artillery has heen placed at Colonel Linkhofl’s 
orlers, The loyalty of the tribal forces’ is, however, uncertain. ‘They have been 
attmcted to ‘Wchran by the prospects of unlimited plunder and are not a little 
discontented at finding that not only are their services not required for this purpose 
uit that if there is any loot to be had it is at Tabreez, and then only after hard 
‘Mheir presence in Tehran is none the less of service to the Shah as it 
terrorizes the city, On tho other hand, the want of money makes it doubtful how 
long His Majesty will be able to retain’ them, and as soon as they realize that there 
is no money ‘ind no prospect of plunder they may return to their liomes, as one party 
of Bakhitiaris is said to haye done already, Meantime they are a source of some 
anxiety to Colonel Liakhoff, who is obliged to take stringent measures to restrain 
them from creating disturbances in the tow 
With his usual shortsightedness the Shah has done nothing to prepare the way 
for a roturn to the Constitutional régime in conditions agreeable to himself, It is 
said, indeed, that one or two ex-Ministers and Deputies are engaged in drawing up a 
new electoral Inw, and in framing regulations for the appointment of a Senate, the 
creation of law courts, &,, but no result is so far apparent, and as the time is 
growing short before the promised convocation of the Medjliss the general disbelief in 
the Shah's pledges steadily increases, His Majesty's personal activity has been 
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largely centred in the inquiry into the attempt on his life last February and in such 
incidents, all of minor importance, as Zil-es-Sultan’s movements, the bastis at the 
Turkish Embassy, and a handful of insignificant agitators who spent a week in the 
village of Gulahek, while his advisers have had such attention as’ they can spare 
from their own personal interests turned towards the struggle at Tabreez; indeed, 
unless the fact that despite the manifold reports to the contrary, no. further 
executions haye taken place is to be taken as a proof of it, no one at Bagh-i-Shah 
seems to have given a thought to the necessity of taking some steps towards con- 

liating public opinion. On the contrary, there is an evident desire to attempt to 
evade the Shah’s promise tq summon Parliament, for efforts have been made to 
organize spurious petitions both in the capital and provincial towns, representing that 
the nation has no desire for a Medjliss, and praying the Shah to abolish it. I hear, 
however, that since the receipt of the news of the recall of the Turkish Chamber of 
Deputies, the project has been abandoned, 

At Bagh-i-Shah there is no sign of any settled policy, but it seems clear that the 
Shah is much less inclined to rely on the Russian party’ than heretofore and to have 
taken Amir Behadur Jang as his chief adviser. Possibly it has been intimated to His 
Majesty that Colonel Liakhoff went beyond the wishes of his Government in attacking 

inl June, and that in the future he will have to 





























are unquestionably making considerable sums of money by the time-honoured 
Persian methods. ‘Their object is naturally to prolong the existing state of allairs as 
long as possible, and they look forward with dismay to the possibility of the resump- 
tion of the constitutional régime, which would seriously curtail theit opportunities of 
gain, and which they are making every effort to prevent. 

Among those who, though of the Shah's party, are included in this privileged 
circle, there evidently exists considerable mistrust as to what the future will bring 
forth. ‘Thus Assef-cd-Dowleh and Ekbal-ed-Dowleh, the newly appointed Governors 
of Fars and Isfahan, have shown the greatest reluctance to take up their posts, while 
Sepahdar—whose loyalty must have been severely tried by the arbitrary cancellation of 
his lucrative contract for farming the telegraph system—and Ain-ed-Dowleh are still 
loitering on their way to ‘Tabreez, where, as Military Commander and Governor 
respectively, they are to restore order in the Shah’s name, ‘The same unwillingness 
pervades the troops, and even a party of Cossacks sent from Urmin to Mabreez in the 
begi of July, refused to attack the Nationalists. On tho other hand, the 
popular party has not recovered from the shock of the coup d'Btut, Its quivsence 
i eat extent explained by the absence of its real leaders, who are cither in 
hiding or aye fled abroad; while the few men of weight and position in the 
who honestly sympathize with the reform movement are too conscious that Persia is 
ot yet ripe for selt-goverament fo be ready to risk thoir freedom by: premature 
action. 

‘Thus then though the fecling against absolution is by no means dead, and in 
spite of the encoura d from the news of recent events in Turkey, there 
had been no attempt at any serious movement, It will, however, he curious {0 note 
the effect of the declaration made by the Mujtcheds of Nojef in favour of 
Constitutionalism. ‘The news has but just begun to reach the public, and so far lias 
fallen rather flat, but well informed persons are inclined to believe that when the 
knowledge that. the spiritual chiefs of the Shiahs havo pronounced against the Shah, 
becomes general, the fanaticism of the nation will be roused irresistibly. In my own 
opinion, much depends on the capacity of the Shah to make himself master of 
Pabreez, 

‘The somewhat disconnected telegrams which I rec 
Stevens appeat on the who ports current here that the struggle there 
lias in great measure lost its original constitutional character, and is degenerating into 
‘faction fight in which the parties on either side are inspired as much by private as by 
political interests. But be this as it may, it is beyond question that should the forces, 
nominally fighting on behalf of the Shab, be definitively worsted, the result would bo 
hailed as a triumph for the Nationalist party, and a great impetus would be given to 
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their cause throughout the country, In fact, the immediate future depends on the 
issue of the struggle in that city. How the conflict will end is impossible to predict. 
Tho Shah is making a great effort to overwhelm opposition by hurrying up remforce~ 
ments, but the troops appear to be lukewarm and their Jeaders half-hearted ; while 
the opposite faction, though hard pressed, is encouraged by vague promises of suecour 
from 't . 
‘Whe rest of Persia appears to be indifferent, and it is quite probable that were the 
Shah giving any proof of capacity to govern, the bulk of the nation would acquiesce 
for atime in a return to absolutism. Unfortunately for him, he has not done so; 
and insecurity are already commencing in Fars, on the Isfahan—Yezd road, 
the neighbourhood of Bam and Regan, and this will in all probability redound 
discredit. i 
‘On the whole, then, the Shah's fortunes appear to be precarious, and it is 
unfortunate for him that, while he is entirely deficient in the qualities requisite to 
with the difficult 1 in which he has placed himself, he has been able to 
find no better adviser than Amir Behadur Jang, a man whose aims are wholly selfish, 
and whose only recommendation is the reputation for recklessness, w Persia, 
often passes for resolution, His advice to the Shah will certainly be to disregard his 
pledges to summon a new Medjfiss, and there can be no doubt that the advice would 
fe comgenial to his master. But should the Shah follow it, and should the three 
months pass without orders being issued for new elections, it is more than probable 
that an_attempt will be made by the popular party in Tehran to appeal to this 
Legation, and, perhaps, even to all the foreign Missions, to bring pressure to bear on 
Tis Majesty ‘to. fullil his Tn one way ot another, therefore, it seems 
inevitable that a new Medjliss t before the end of the year, but even so, 
T doubt whether the state of Pe 1 be thereby sensibly bettered. If the Shah 
is ablo to secure tho return of subservient Doputies, the new Parliament will only 
to sanction the re-establishment for a time of the old state of affairs which 
ly led to the constitutional movement; while, on the other hand, if the 
“are freo, they are likely to result in the return of a House as hostile to His 
Majesty as the last, but without the support of the Anjumens to make its opposition 
ve. In neither case will the cause of reform be forwarded. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES ¥ 






















































































MARLING. 








(30126) No, 405. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey. 






% Gulahek, August 13, 1908, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of two despatches, the one a 
despatch from Major Cox forwarding the observations of His Majesty's Vice-Consul at 
‘Ahwuz on the tentative scheme put forward by His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah 
for the opening up of a trade route from Mohammerah to Kermanshah vit Dizful and 
Pusht-ieKuk (see my despatch No, 42 of the 28th Mebruary lust), and the other 

‘ng Captain Haworth's reply to these criticisms and his present views on the 
ns Haworth and Lorimer have both recently been to ‘Tehran to have 
nded to, and as their visits overlapped they had the advantage of 
changing their views on the suggested route. , 
‘You will observe that when Captain Haworth put forward his original scheme 
his object was to divert the trade entering Western Persia from its present route 
Jawad to one which appears to be a more natural one for geographical reasons, 
which would be entirely within Persian territory and might be brought to a very large 
extent under British control. He was, however, then unaware of the Concession held 
by te Persian Transport Company for the Luristan road vit Dizful-Khorremabad and 
Burujird, which, besides possessing the advantages already cited for the Pusht-i-Kuh 
youd, is 120 miles shorter from the sea to the capital and taps several important 
existing distributing centre: 

Apart from this it is, I venture to think, open to doubt whether an endeavour 
to divert the very considerable trade entering Western Persia by way of Bagdad is in 
itself desirable owing to the great benefit enjoyed therefrom by the Euphrates and 
i mpany, Be that as it may, I am unable entirely to share 


‘Tigris Steam Navigation Ce ) 
Captain Haworth’s optimism in regard to the immediate success of the new route at 












































































257 


the expense of that vid Bagdad, A not unfair analogy may be found in the Bakhtiari 
road whieb, in spite of its undoubted advantages and the great things predicted for it, 
has not found general favour as an alternative to the long and arduous Bushire 
Shiraz route. This has no doubt been due to the difftculty of attracting muleteers from 
the old to the new road and it may not unfairly be urged that the Persian ‘Transport 
Company have not taken full advantage of their opportunities ; nevertheless there is a 
close parallel between the two cases and it would, in my opinion, be imprudent entirely 
to disregard Messrs. Lynch's experiences or to assume that the difficulties they 
encountered will not recur elsewhere, 

4, Captain Haworth is, I think, now impressed with the superior advantages of the 
direct Luristan route, and I consider that, before falling back on the Pusht-i-Kuh 
route in default of'a better, it would be as well to adopt Captain Haworth’s suggestion, 
and see if personal pressure exercised locally by a Consular officer and a harrying of 
Joeal dignitaries by the Central Government stimulated by the Legation, will reveal any 
chance of opening up the Luristan road, Captain Haworth is now on his way to 
Hamadan, a most important wade centre which he has as yet lacked opportunity to 
study, and when he leaves Hamadan I propose, subject to your approval, to authorize 
him to proceed to Khorremabad and remain there some two or three months (unless his 
presence be urgently required at_Kermanshah), in order to “tater le terrain,” Should 

ptain Lorimer pass through Dizful on his way either to Ahwaz or Pusht-i-Kuh he 
tbe instructed to execute a similar manguvre from the southern end of the 
disturbed area, 

5, It should in this way be possible to estimate pretty accurately the chances of 
opening up this road; but, in order to take full advantage of any amelioration in the 
situation, it would be most desirable that an engincer officer with special experience of 
mule tracks and their requirements should be available to repair immediately to the spot, 
and conduct a survey should the Consuls report favourably: and I venture to suggest the 
advisability of approaching the Indian Government in this sense, 

. Leonfess to some difidence in putting forward any definite suggestions, in view 
of the information you were good enough to conyey to me in your telegram No. 195 of 
the 20th July to the effect that the Russian Government have agreed in prineiple to the 
construction of a railway from Julfa to Mohammerah, It stands to reason that such 
an undertaking overshadows all rond-building projects in the regions to be traversed 
by the railway, but, in default of information as to the precise nature of the railway 
scheme and the approximate date of its execution, 1 have thought it my duty to lay 
before you, the conclusions to which a consideration of Captain Haworth's project and 
its attendant circumstances have led me, 

7. In conclusion, I take leave to draw special attention to the stress Captain Haworth 
rightly lays on the importance of British and Indian trade entering Persia vid Bagdad 
and Kermanshab, the yolume of which is increasing steadily and at a greater proportional 
rate than that entering by the Gulf ports, which it indeed exceeds. ‘The fi 
may advantageously be read in conjunction with the account of German commercial 
«fforts in the Kermanshah neighbourhood, which forms the subject of my despatch 
No, 215 of to-day’s date. 

Thave, &e, 


(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 






























































Tnclosure 1 in No, 405 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 


) 

oy Bushire, March 29, 1908, 
IN continuation of my letter No, 87, dated the 5th January, 1905, I have the 
honour to forward, for your information, copies of further correspondence on the subject 
of communication from Ahwaz northwards, 

Tn the meanwhile, at the desire of the Government of India, Captain Haworth has 
Deen instructed to subinit definite detailed estimates of expenditure which will be 
catailed by the opening of sample rooms at Kermanshalt and Hamadan, 

L have, &e 
(Signed) P. %. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His. Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars. Se. 


jo. 49. Confident 
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Tnclogure 2 in No. 405. 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Consul-General Cor. 


{e HID Contents) Ahwaz, March 3, 1908. 





distance to whi 3 
advance the point at which the price of goods entering the country from the north and 
the south respectively balances, s rae 

T therefore do not attempt to discuss these questions, which lie at the base of the 
whole scheme considered from a financial point of view. | My comments refer merely to 
the working details of the scheme under reference, and it is needless to point out that 
‘any schome for working a route through from Dizful to the north must of necessity 
present many features or details which are open to criticism, . 

‘The success of any undertaking of the kind would depend largely on the way in 
which it was sot on foot and on the practical management of it when once started. 

I forward (attached), the op. of Captain Haworth’s despatch, marked to 
te reference, and shall he glad if it be returned to me later, 
Vrogret the unavoidable delay which has occurred in dealing with these papers, 
Thaye, &e, 



















fac 








(Signed) D. L. R, LORIMER, Captain, Indian Army, 
His Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul for 
Arabistan, 





Tnelosure 3 in No. 405. 





Comments by VicesConsul Lorimer on Letter No. 55 
Consul-General Cox. 


‘from Consul Haworth to 


‘THE Persian ‘Transport Company hold the Concession for the road from Ahwaz to 
‘Vebran vid Khurramabad, and this, under the provisions of the Anglo-Russian Agree- 
metit, remains undisturbed hy it. ; 

3. Water is a difficulty. Qaid Rhani, the Wali’s agent, once detailed to me 
eleven stages between Dizful and Dehbalah, With one exception he gave them all 
‘as 6 farsakhs in length. ‘This gives no certain criterion as to distance, but it does as 
to time, and marches of more than 6 farsakhs would not be advisable. i 

"AS a permanent route for large caravans water supply would probably assert itself 
‘as a determining factor in the fixing of the stages. ? 

3, Sight is apparently lost of the fact that there is a large smuggling trade between 
Pusht-i-Kuh and Amara, 

'4, Doubtful whether muleteers would be got to work on the last section, From 
‘Shuster downwards practically all goods are carried by water, and I bave never known of 
any being earried between Ahwaz and Mohammerah by land. ; 

It is apparently contemplated that caravans should proceed between Dizful and 
Ahwaz by way of Shuster. This, indeed, is the only route possible nnder present 
circumstances, but the direet route from Dizful to Ahwaz between the Diz and Karkha 
Rivers does not much exceed half the length of that vid Shuster. As regards the 
Jatter, there is a doomed bridge to be crossed before entering Diaful and a difficult 
ferry before entering Shuster. ‘The intervening couple of stages are ‘commonly unsafe 
during the hot weather, and sometimes in the cold weather, owing to Arab and Lur 
robbers. 
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5. Making allowanees for all conditions, I think it should be possible to erect such 
earayanserais and forts as would be necessary, in the first instance, for less than 3,000 
tomans a-piece. 

6. Is it known that the construction of water reservoirs where required if 
feasible? 

7. Timber might be available in the neighbourhood of Dizful, but nowhere else 
‘on this side, and such convenient timber as that of the poplar would not be found, 
Conditions in this respect are quite different from those of Upper Pe 

8, The Karkha is fordable in summer and on until the first rains at least. At 
present it is crossed in winter by skin rafts, Anything in the nature of a bridge would 
require protection, 

‘Also, perhaps, the river would be too swift and too liable to heavy flooding to permit 
of anything of the nature of a swinging bridge. But on this I eannot speak with any 
certaint, 

9, The storing and issue of supplies will be very big business, and it ix, scarcely 
possible to imagine that it will be satisfactorily rin through the medium of Persians 
unless there is very adequate supervision, What undertakings would Shaval Levi give, 
and what guarantee as to prices and the honesty of his agents ? 

10, he Wali is very keen, if not on a road, at least on haying relations with us, 
witness the correspondence which i had with him, and the statements of Quid Khani in 
regard to my proposal for the use of the Saimarra route, 

All arrangements which had to be made with him should be settled by direet 
negotiation between us and him, and we should not be dependent in such matters on the 
influence or services of a Jew. 

21. What is it estimated that the royalty would have to amount to? Of course the 
less traffic the higher it would have to be, and this migit lead to an excessive rate being 
fixed in the first mstance, when the traffic on the road was problematic. ‘The prineiple 
is sound, if properly regulated in practice, 

Whio would collect the royalty, and how and where would it be collected? ‘he 
collection if solely in the hands of the Wali's people might be abused. 

12, Yes, this is so. 

18, With whom would the Viee-Consul, Ahwaz, make sin 
two stages into Dizful? the most unsettled part of Persia, In discussing the Saimarra, 
route with the Wali, I insisted on his being responsible right up to Dizful. 

wo stages are a problem in themselves, and though Tam myself committed 
ng that it is soluable, still look for the solution in working it in as an 
integral part of some larger scheme, and notin isolating it, which would entail expensive 
treatment, 

14, I do not think that I catch the drift. 

said: Seeahore. At prevent in practice the and route fs nover aed even to savo 
delay. 

16, No allowance is maie in this estimate for practical diffulties, It is only 
seventeen or eighteen stages from Ahwaz to Ispahan but goods seldom get up in less than 
a month, and often take mueh longer. Whatever the arrangement, it would be 
impossible to have mules always ready to dispatch with goods as they reaclied Ahwaz, 

17. I much doubt whether the expense per mule could be kept down to 80 krans, 

‘The average rate of contract hire for the seventeen stages, from Ahwaz to Ispahan, 
was, during 1907, 8-90 krans per Shahi man of 184 Ibs, 

‘The maximum and minimum rates were 5:50 krans and 8 krans. respectively, 
‘These rates cover a 6-kran toll paid by the muleteers on exch mule, aking the average 
Toad at 20 man (270 Ibs.), which is below the mark, the average rate per mule works 
out at 78 krans, 

18. The rate of 80 krans for twenty marches would be less by 22:82 per cent. than 
the above stated average on the Ispahan road; there would, further, be ferry dues and 
the royalty to the Wali to be paid, and supplies would have to be bought at a sufficiently 
enhanced price to allow a profit sufficient to cover the pay of a considerable staff, and 
the proper upkeep of @ large number of caravansarais, On the Ispahan road there is 
only the 5 krans per mule bridge toll, and the farm of six earavansarais at an average of 
about 200 tomans a-year each, ‘The fact that the caravansarais are practically unin« 
habitable, does not affect this aspect of the question, 

Idoubt whether a subsidy of 200 rapees a-month woutd make much appreciable 
difference. If the mules are few, the protective arrangement will entail a heavy charge on 
each mule; if the mules are numerous the subsidy will amount to a very small sum 
per head. 
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19. The users of the road would be almost entirely muleteers, who would only pay 
for the use of rooms under extreme stress of weather. All profits on so-called remune- 
rative works and operations, including the profit made on the sale of grain, &e., would 
have to come out of the trade eventually. ‘They would, of course, simply mean an 
equivalent inerease in the rates of mule hire. I also imagine that little if any profits 
‘would find their way past the parties to whom the provision of the supplies was intrusted, 
But this would depend on the supervision exercised. 

20, Who is going to keep effective control over the native agents, and who is going 
to run the subsidized ‘Transport Corps? I do not think a scheme of this sort could be 
ruin without close and capable European supervision, or rather direction. 

‘Muleteers always require considerable advances of money, and frequently do nob 
come up to the scratch; who is going to fight for the recovery of advances when such 
becomes necessary ? 

21, Mow are the takings zoing to find their way into our hands, and who is going 
to superintend their collection ou the spot at the caravansarais ? 

D2, It would be difficult to sceure trustivorthy men down in this part of the country 
for this, or for any pay, but 1 might be able to lay my hands on possible men if some 
permanency of employment were guarant 

93, Goods do not arrive in equal consignments at equal intervals. If goods are to 
he forwarded proniptly, the number of mules maintained must be in considerable exeoss 
of the theoretical requirements, 

24, Points of expense to be kept in. mind are; Payment of carayansaraidars 5 
maintenance of sarais, bridge, &e. ; protection charges between Pusht-i-Kuh and Dizf 
Also possibly between Dizlul and Ahwaz, There is also the question of working eapital 
to be provided for the initial purchase of stocks of grain and fodder, for advances to 
muleteors, and for payment of staif, until such time as the accumulated profits of the 
undertaking were adequate to, meet these needs. 

25, How long would it take for the bank receipts to reach the agent at the shipping 
port ¢ 
Hom Granted its financial feasibility, the main difficulties of the scheme appear to me to 
be: 

‘Phe provision of suitable native agents, on whose trustworthiness and capability its 
auecess would largely depend ; 

Whe provision of adequate European super 
covered by the operations proposed. 

(Signed) D. L. R, LORIMER, Capta 
His Britannic Majesty's 
Arabistan, 
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Ahwaz, March 8, 1908. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 405, 


Consul Lorimer to CousuleGeneral Cox. 





(No, 114. Confidential.) 
Sir, Ahwaz, March 4, 1908, 

LN contiiuation of my letter No, 110 of yesterday's date, in which I find that 
L omitted to refer to your own letter, I have the honour to express my entire 
agreement with the general argument of that letter, that it is highly desirable that 
We should secure our influence and trade by opening up a route from Dizful to the 
orth, and that, in comparison with the importance of the main object, the question 
of the exact route to be adopted is of lesser moment, 

2, The Pushti-Kuh-Kermanshah route considered on its merits is certainly the 
Jeast advantageous from a commercial point of view, as it lies a long way off the 
most direct route to the considerable markets of Burujird, Hamadan, &c., and the 
timate objective ehran, and could itself be reached in fewer stages vid Khurramabad 
than via Nehbala, On the other hand, it would secare us a dominating influence in 
Pasht-i-Kuh, and would have a considerable value as a trade route, even it only gi 

88 to the Kermanstiah market, 

8, Connection with Khurramabad could be established, as you remark, fr 
point on iis course, which is practically the Siamarra scheme, and such road-making. or 
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other work as might be desirable could be effected through the medium of the local 
fribes. ‘The result would still fall far short of a direct line of communication between 
Dizfal and Khurramabad, but the latter seems unlikely ever to be taken up, and there 
is nothing to be gained by remaining indefinitely in contemplation of it to the exclusion 
of all alternatives, [would on these grounds support the proposal to open up the 
Dizful-Dehbalah-Kermanshah route. 

’4, It would not, Lam afraid, be possible to enlist the Sardar Mukarram’s interest in 
a road lying entirely within Pusht-icKuh territory, as it is not clear what he would stand 
to gain by it, bat any connection through Luristan would probably offer attractions to him. 
His afairs have been passing through a severe crisis, but he appears to have succeeded in 
retaining his footing, and in any case I believe that the Saimarra route could always 
be carried through so long as the Fath-us-Sultan was to the fore, and that it would tend 
to make his relations with the Representatives of the Persian Government more stable. 

5. The project under reference having to be worked under the name of the 
Persian ‘Transport Company, { entirely agree with your view of treating the Company as 
“aman of straw.” ‘The “Lynch” Companies are in my opinion quite incapable of 
carrying through such an undertaking, 








Thave, &e. 
(Signed) D. L, R. LORIMER, Captain, Indian Army, 
His Britannic Majesty's Vice Consul for 
Arabixtan, 





Tnclosure 5 in No. 405, 
Consul-General Cow to Government of India, 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Bushire, March 29, 1908. 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 29th December, 1907, I have the honour 
to forward copies of the letters, with accompaniments, which I have received from 
Captain D. L. R, Lorimer, His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz, in comment of the 
suggestions submitted by Captain Haworth, His Majesty's Consul, Kermanshah, for the 
opening up of communications from Ahwaz northwards, 

Tam sending copies to the latter and to His Majesty’s Legation, and on receipt of 
Captain Havorth’s further observations after seeing my comment of the 20th December 
‘and Captain Lorimer's present letters, shall address the Government of India again, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) P, 4. O 
Political Resident 











, Major, 
the Persian Gulf. 





SS 


Inclosure 6 in No. 405. 


Consul Haworth to Mr. Marling. 


(No. 19) 
Si 


Gulahek, August 11, 1908. 
T HAVE the honour to forward herewith copies of two letters, dated respectively 

the 6th and 10th August, 1908, addressed to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
with reference to the improvement of communications for trade between the centre and 
the south of Persia, together with duplicate copies 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) L. HAWORMH, Caplain, 
‘His Britonnic Majesty's Consul, Kermanshah, 








eS 
: Tnclosure 7 in No. 405. 


Consul Haworth to Consul-General Cox. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Kermanshah, August 6, 1908, 


THAYVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your indorsement dated the 
29th March, 1908, forwarding a copy of Captain Lorimer's criticisms on my scheme 
for the improvement of the Pusht-i-kuh route in the interests of British trade, 

(2599) 8x 

















































































































































































































In submitting that Report, my idea throughout was competition with the Bagdad 
route, and Captain Lorimer’s remarks, in so far as they are criticisms of my scheme, do 
not hold when regarded in the light of that competition, et me give an instance, 
Captain Lorimer states that if the caravanserai were remunerative works, the fact that 
‘the muleteers would have to pay for their accommodation would increase the cost of the 
rates of transport, ‘This is not correct; the muleteer already pays all such charges out 
of the rates quoted for the Bagdad road, and would do so equally from those quoted for 
the new road, If Captain Lorimer’s objections are taken in the above light, it will be 
seen that, with the exception of one ease, they fall to the ground. 

If the last paragraph but one of my letter be read again, it will be seen that 
J submit a primd facie case, on which Task the general opinion of the Government 
before proceeding further; to do more than this would first mean the examination of 
the road by an expert, and to this point I return at the end of my letter, in stating what 
appears to me to be the action required to be taken, 

‘here is, however, no doubt. that the road charges would be some krans per mule 
more expensive than my original estimate, { have allowed but 21 krans as the 
maximum per ton for the rates on the River Karun, whereas T find that Messrs. Lynch's 
charges are at present 11s, 5d, a-ton, equal, at the rate of exchange I have assumed 
throughout, to 284 krans ; thus, allowing as before six mules to the ton, we must allow 
4% rans per mule-load in place of the maximum of 8} formerly stated, 

One of Captain Lorimer’s objections also is sound, the royalty must be added to the 
cost of the route, and it is therefore necessary to get some idea of what this is likely to 
amount to, 

As far as Tcan find out taking mules, eamels, and donkeys some 70,000 to 80,000 
onds arrive yearly along the Bagdad route; if the new road is to be a success the 
greater part of this must be deflected, let us say 50,000 loads. 

T-caleulate that 100 Sowars should be sufficient to protect the roxd, and allowing 
8 tomans per mensem to each Sowar we should reach a total of 9,600 tomans for the 
100, if we hnd to pay them directly ourselves. ‘This would necessitate a royalty of 
2 krans per mule which is a very high rate, ‘The Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh, however, is 
obliged to keep up his Sowars at all times, and there is little doubt that on coming to 
details he would only be too glad to take over the duties for half the sum | have named 
for the equivalent of 1,001. a-year, This would entail a royalty of 1 kran per mule at 
which, I think, we may leave thie rate without risk of under-estimation, 

The above statement Jeaves the question somewhat undecided, but it must be 
remembered that the point would he definitely settled by reference to the Wali as soon 
as I had instruction to put the matter on a fixed basis for final decision, 

We haye to add then 14 krans to my former estimate on account of the Karun 
River and at least 1 kran for the royalty or 2} krans per mule in all, Onthe otherhand, 
while [took 70 krans as the rate per mule from Bagdad to Kermanshah the rates this 
year have varied from 85 to 135 krans, giving an average of 110 krans per mule ; 
Similarly whereas I have allowed 82s, 6d. per ton from Bagdad the rate this year has 
Varied from 30s, to 40s, giving an average rate of 40s, per ton, It will be seen that the 
rates which were allowed for comparison were greatly to the advantage of the Bagdad 
route, 

‘The chief difficulty in putting up a scheme of this description with such varying 
rates is to get a basis of comparison, the only thing to be done is to give the general 
figures and in comparing to allow a margin for safety. It remains, however, sufficiently 
clear that the difference of cost between the two roads would be little if anything, any 
possible advantage lying with the new route, while the immense difference in time, 
Ahnonce of regular charges and of transit dues would all bein favour of the Push 

uh road. 

T have come to the conclusion that it would be wiser to treat my suggestions fur 
agents and for a subsidized transport service separately; putting the three schemes 
together is apt to produce an idea of a complicated system which in reality does not 
exist, for the three schemes, though complementary, are absolutely distinct and do not 
depend the one on the other in any way. 

"To revert to Captain Lorimer’s objections, to auswer each of these separately 
would demand a long letter in itself, and I will therefore hold over the subject for 
another communication, since my object in this letter is not to point out the advantages 
af the road proposed by me, but to conser its disadvantages and to review the general 
situation, 

In submitting the scheme, which I did, I was driven to doing so by the fact that 
T believed our trade on this road to be in danger, I was not at the time aware of the 
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fact, which was stated later by Sir E. Grey, and which would seem to show that my 
alarm was not without reason. In discussing the Convention in Parliament, it was 
saiven out that the Russians made it a condition for completing the Convention that 
the Kermansbah route should be included in their sphere. Now, since the Convention 
excludes territorial aggrandizement, the anxiety of the Russians would seem to be 
founded on one of two grounds :— 








1, The possibility of mineral or industrial Concessions, 
2. The importance of the trade on the route from a strategical, political, or 
‘commercial view. 





It is true that the industrial possibilities of this district are great, but, their 
exploitation is not a matter of the immediate future, nor is the Russian likely to be the 
man to take up their development; thus, unless there are mineral Concessions of which 
Tam unaware, the ground would seem to be narrowed down to the trade on the route, 
‘and its political or strategical importance, 

Jt has been given as an axiom that, with the Russian’s political influence and 
commerce are, in Persia, interchangeable terms, should the interest be strategical 
the trade would, presumably, equally be made to pay for the improvement of the 
road, 

Tt will then be instructive to examine the trade of the Kermanshah route during 
the last five years : 





‘Total Imports. 













£ 

809,117 
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Let us compare this with the various southern ports :-— 





‘Total Imports, 








1905, 1900-7, 














£ 

Bashiro i a+] 989,825 761,982 809,812 
Bunder Abbas |, T2] 2991058, 887/040 54242 
Lngahiy tre ca, T6446 100,317 176,087 
‘Total of all southern ports, incloding 

Kishm, Charbar, &c. 6. | 1,276,099 | 1,270,249 | 1,494,608 






Tcannot quote this year's figures for the southern ports, which will, however, bo at 
your disposal for further comparison by the time that this reaches you, 

It will be seen that for total trade the Kermanshah route is more important than 
any other ronte from the south, and its steadily increasing figures show a tendency to 
approach in value the trade of all the southern ports put together. 

So much for the general trade, now let us examine the figures in so far as they 
refer to British trade, 
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‘Torax, Imports from the United Kingdom and India, 
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India .. oe ‘ 92,915, 159,781, 





For purposes of comparison, I attach the only figures which I have, those of 
Bushire, Bunder Abbas, and Lingah, 





| 1908 190: 1906-7. 
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* Mainly specie, 





It will be seen that the difference is very markedly in favour of Kermanshah, 

(A warning must always be given that in the Kermanshah returns the entry 
« couutry from which imported ” eannot be depended upon as being accurate ; the same 
warning applies to the Gulf ports, though there the imports from the United Kingdom 
should be moré accurate, since they arrive in ships; still the above figures show the 
overwhelming importance to British trade of the western route, which is daily growing 
in popularity owing to its safoty.) 

Mhe trade of Bushire then was greater in 1904 than in 1906-7, while that of 
Kermanshah shows an inerease of over 100,002. in the same time, with a further increase 
of 200,001. during the present year, or a total increase of 300,000/., equal to about 
80 per cent,, in the past five years, 

‘Vo this again may be added the further great possibilities for trade, though for this 
J can give no support otlier than my own opinion, backed by that of all competent 
persons with whom I have discussed the question. 

T think that 1 have shown that the iiuportance of our trade by this route is so great 
that, should there be any change of danger to it, it is necessary for us to see what steps 
wwe cun take to guard it, 

Since writing my n October last I have, however, approached the subject 
from a different point of view, and have now come to the conclusion that, though the 
Pushit-i-Kub route docs safeguard the trade above referred to, it is necessary, before 
considering it further, to determine how long it will be before the direct route vid 
Khurramabad will be possible for use as a caravan road. 
Before going further it will be well to compare these two routes first with 
reference to the trade of the Bagdad route to Hamadan, and then in regard to the 
natural sequence their respective values for crade with the capital. 




















































































Posht-i-Kuh Route, Khurramabad Route, 












Disful &» Hamadan. 





Miles, 


Diaful to Dehtala 154 } Diefol to Khurramatad = 4, | 





Dehbals to Kermanshah St | Khurramabad to Burujird 83, 
Kermauishali to Hatnadan 113 _| Burujird to Hamad See asi 8 
Total .. S81 mae) a tHe) 











Disjul to Tebran, 














Miles, Miles. 

Difol ty Hamadan +) 881 | Dizful wo Burujird || 319 

Hamadan to Tehran, vid Marck Kharabe| 199 | urujird to Su ny] 60 
| Sultanabad to Kum nu] 80 
i Kum to Teliran ae 





‘Total .. 








‘To Hamadan, then, there is a difference in favour of the Khurramabad route of 
82 miles, to Teliran with the shortest route available a difference of 121 miles, or at 
Teast 6 stages, 

‘his difference represents from 16 to 20 krans per mule-load for the shorter journey 
and 20 to 24 krans for the longer, or, to put it in figures more easily: understood, a 
handicap of up to 48s, a ton on the shorter journey and 00s, a ton’on the longer. 

When writing my original scheme I was, I regret to say, unaware that the 
Khurramaball road was a British Concession, though I discovered it immediately 
afterwards, Tn referring to this route 1 wrote as follows:— 




















ate will be 
fate future we haye little interest in 





4 ‘The present history of Persia does not lead one to imagine that this r 
feasible for some years to come, and for the imme 
it except as a dete measure, 








‘Phe above statenient is undeniably true of @ route, only half of which—that in the 
neutral zone—is subject to our influence, and half of which is completely subject to the 
interest of ion, more especially if we were already in possession of w rival 
road, by reason of which it would not be to our interest to assist in. bringing prossure to 
bear to make the shorter road secure; the fact that we are already concossionnaires puts 

< on @ different footing, and it becomes necessary not only to compare the Pusht- 
i-Kuh route with the Bagdad road, but also to take into consideration the question of 
Hiow long it is likely to be betore the Khurramabad route can be made a possibility. 
31. per ton is a heavy handicap, and one which, on the completion of the direct route, 
would as completely destroy: the Pusht-icKuh route, as, I consider, the Pusht-i-Kult 
route would now destroy the Bagdad route, 

‘he Luristan route must be completed before 1912, fi ch the Concession 
Japses and the situation becomes that described in my previous letter, unless, of course, 
it is possible to extend the time limit; for this possibility I have not allowed since the 

has not yet arisen. 
he question then resolves itself for the present into a hope that a sulliciently 
settled governnient will exist through which to work; if there is no hope of that before 
1912 my letter is so much waste paper, and may accompany the present Duristan 
Concession iato the receptacle provided for such material. 

Having then accepted the possibility of some government, through which we ean 
act, it remains to decide whether the completion ot our track before the Concession 
expires is feasible aud what steps are necessary to make it a success, 

Tt has been my experience in Persia that where the Consul has instruetions to 
press on the spot atid the Legation is pressing at head-quarters and, as a result of the 
two, the local Governor, who ureatly fears the Legation, is worrying the Central 
Government, the latter are usually only too anxious to dispose of the matte 

With the present state of the eounury we need not be in any immediate fear of an 
attack on our trade on the Bagdad road, nor, indeed, can we hope to do much on the 
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Pushii-Kuh route till matters are in a more settled state for the country between 
Dizfal and the Pusht-i-Kuh country is unsafe again owing to the Sagwend tribes. 

Captain Lorimer has expressed his opinion that this distance can be made possible, 
and I thoroughly approve of his suggestion that the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh should be 
made responsible for the guarding of this portion of country als 

Thus for an attack to be made on our trade on the Bagdad road some period of 
reat is necessary, during which a foreign Power could obtain a concession, an occasion 
‘which would also provide us with the opportunity of taking the necessary steps to meet 
that attack, 

‘here is then no reason for haste, except with reference to the date of the expiry 
of the Luristan Concession. 

Tt appears to me that the course which we should follow is as follows :— 


4, An engineer officer should be sent to travel over the Pusht-i-Kuh ronte as soon 
as itis possible to do so and report whether the prind facie case Lhave made out i 
correct or whether any obstacle exists, ‘This officer should travel over one of the main 
arteries of Persin so as to understand that it is not necessary to produce a railway 
‘alignment and afterwards should submit his report. 

, With regard to the Luristan route 1 would suggest that the Vice-Consul, 
Ahwaz, and myself should concentrate our energies in bringing pressure to bear at 
‘each end of the ronte in order to induce the Persian Government to take steps to make 
Stato. I do not think that the question has ever been approached from the north, 
which is geographically the direction from which it should be met and is, indeed, the 
noint from which the Persian Government itself approaches the Government of the 
Province of Turistan, 
































‘The actual measures to be taken depend very largely on the point of view of His 
Majesty's Government as to how far they feel inclined to bring pressure with reference 
to the internal alfairs of the country. I would suggest, however, that I should be 
allowed to proceed to Khurramabad, the seat of the Government of Luristan, aud from 
there submit what appear to me to be the most likely measures to produce success. 

reference it is interesting to note opinions which haye already been 
‘expressed on this su 
Ina letter to 

















Marquess of Lansdowne dated the 3rd March, 1903, Sir Arthur 
Hardinge says, in his last but one paragraph, T believe it would be found quite feasible 
to enlist among the tribes of Luristan 1 force of road guards which might in time 
ovelop into the nucleus of a little military force under our influence, and prove of 
considerable political value for its extension in South-West Persia, 

Major Burton, in his diary, of the 15th January, 1004, says: “I asked him 
(Khanjim Khan, 1 Lur Chief) if it was possible to open and Keep open the road to 
Khurramabad, "He said it could be done if the same number of men who had been 
eiployed by Ainced-Dowleh were again put in charge of its that is 40 horsemen and 
150 foot, When the guards ceased to be paid, the road was again closed and earavans 
plundered.” 

Ina report dated Tehran the 28th February, 1903, Mr. Consul Preece says: “The 
real obstacle to the development of the road is the unruliness of the various Lur tribes, 
hose summer and winter camping grounds are crossed by them (road 2) or are very 
near it. Lam of opinion that, although these tribes have been at variance with the 
Persian local authorities, yet they might casily be wheeled into line by an astute 
political officer or a good servant of the ‘Transport Company who was in a position to 
Spend money. ‘This certainly was the impression left on my mind after passing through 
the country and from my talk with the Chiefs; 1,000!. per annum, judicially spent, 
woul! not only secure the roads from interference from the Lur Chiefs but realtek 
them our active friends.” 

Tn any ease the result of the suggestion which I have given above would be that, 
while pressing hard for the securing of the road, the Concession for which we already 
possess, we should at the same time be going forward with the alternative route, 
Tint thus would be able to advance from whichever position we found to be tne most 
tenable, 

Should we find that the direct route could not be completed within the time 
required, and that the time limit could not be extended, we should at any rate be in a 
position to safeguard ourselves against attack on the Bagdad route. 

Tn conclusion, | would refer to a telegram, No. 33 of the 3rd March, 1904, from 
Sir Arthur Hardinge to the Roreign Secretary, Calcutta -— 
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«Please refer to your telegram dated 29th February, I would suggest that the 
Consular district of Kermanskah should include Provinces of Kermansbah, Malayer, 
Hamadan, and Kurdistan, If this suggestion is accepted, Luristan would remain in the 
Arabistan district.” 










‘The above proposal was agreed to. 

In practice it has been found that the north of Turistan is better managed from 
Kermanshah; Burujird and Khurramabad are but a few days’ journey from Hamadan 
which, as [ have already pointed out in my Administration Report for 1907-8, should be 
the summer quarters of His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshab, Similarly Dedbala, the 
capital of Pusht-i-Kuh, is but four merches from Kermanshal and Hussai-ich, the Wali 
‘winter place, two marches beyond, and four or five marches from Kasr-iShivin, All 
these places are either completely eut off from Arabistan or are two weeks’ march or 
more from Ahwaz, Under these circumstances it appears to me that it would be con- 
iderably to the advantage of His Majesty’s Government if Luristan were divided between 
the two Consular districts. 

Tf a hard and fast line must be laid down it should run from Khurramabad to 
Bedrai on the Turkish frontier, but it would be preferable not to fix any rule as to 
where the point of division should lie, but to leave the matter to settle itselt by general 
convenience, 


































Thave, & 
(Signed) L. HAWORTH, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Kermanshah 
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Tnclosure § in No, 405. 






Consul Haworth to Consul-General Cox. 







(Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, August 10, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in accordance with your instructions, T 
Aiscussed with Captain Lorimer the question of opening up trade routes with the south 
of Persia, 

We came to the conclusion, however, that it would be better for me to submit the 
Report which I had written, on which Captain Lorimer could dispatch any criticisms he 
might wish to make rather than to send a joint Report, 

Tt will be seen that Captain Lorimer and 1 agree on the main points of what is 
required, and that we are both of the opinion that the Pusht-i-Kuh route is perfectly 
feasible, we are, however, also both agreed that it can only be regarded as a 

ns aller. 
pe Tie main point of our disagreement is that Captain Lorimer is doubtful of 
Consul being able to effect anything at all, and he states that all initiative must come 
from Tehran, 

I, on the other hand, maintain that a Consul on the spot can effect a very 
great deal, that he is the man who can best seo what is needled and what is possible 

‘The Consul being on the spot adds considerable point to any representations 
which the Legation may make to the Central Government, and, indeed, this seems 
to me not the least among the reasons for which a Consul exists in Persia, 

T thiok that it is now almost an axiom, that a route must be opened up from the 
south, and that the sooner it is done the better—both from a point of view of our 
commerce and our political influence. 

In this reference, one of my chief points is that up to date the point from which we 
have attempted to appronch the question is geographically and administratively 
ineorrect. Luristan is always approached, both by the Persian and Russian Govern- 
ments, from the north, and we should act in a similar manner, 

Since writing the accompanying despatch, the question of a railway from Julfa to 
Mohan e ate been opened, Natural, the fact that the Russian Government has 
consented to the principle of a railway completely changes the aspect of affairs, but I 
would point out that to build a railway a survey is necessary, a working party is required 
fand material must be transported, while the railway itself would take years to complete, 
Mr. Loraine, Secretary of the Lezation at Tehran, has recently written s Memorandum 
quoting Mr, Winigham in saying that roads do not necessarily form part of the evolution 
of railways. 
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‘The correctness of this view is difficult to dispute, but I would submit thatthe 
‘opening up of the country and the use of a caravan track, even to the extent of 
improving oue already in existence, are the necessary preliminaries to the building of a 
railway, Such a track might well be used to assist our commerce while the making of 
the railway was in progress, and it would appear even to Le worth while to build 
caravansorais at such points where suitable water determined that in the future railway 
stations would be required ; of course such a track would follow the shortest route, and 
would not necessarily adhere to the inclined gradient of the proposed railway 
alignment, 

















Thave, &. 
(Signed) L, HAWORTH, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Kermanshah, 


Inclosure 9 in No. 405. 


Consul-General Cox to Government of India, 





(Confidential,) Bushire, December 29, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before the Government of India a copy of a report 
submitted by His Majesty's Consul, Kermanshah, in continuation of his telegram dated 
the 10th October, 1907, in which he urged the importance of opening up the Pusht- 
Kuh route between Ahwaz and Kermanshab. Owing to absence in connection with 
the recent weareh forthe Kunal pirates, have been unable te del with the papers 
wefore. 

2, In the course of correspondence regarding the probable advent of the Ba 
Railway and the consequent likelihood of a German compaign against the Britis 
commerce which now follows the Shatt-el-Arab route, I liave more than once duri 
the past year commended to the attention of Government the increased potential value 
to us with which the alternative routes into South-Western Persia vid the Karun have 
now become endowed, 

‘imilarly, by the 















































ght of the Auglo-Russiin Convention lately concluded, 
















it in gathering from the past correspondence that the fundamental 
to us of the early improvement of communications through the region under 
ice is primarily accepted by His Majesty's Government, and that at present the 
question is rather one of ways and aicans and the selection of a favourable opportunity 
for forward action on our pirl, Unfortunately in this latter connection His Majesty's 
Chargé d’Aaires, speaking of Messrs, Lynch's Luristan Concession in a recent despatch 
of the 10th October to the Forel expressed the views that the present moment 
was most inopportune for pressing the fulfilment of concessions held by foreigners, 
owing to the: hostility of the National Assembly towards foreign enterprise generall 
‘The political situation in ‘Tehran, howe not kaleidoscopic, and it is 
possible that His Majesty's Repre: ive may now consider, as seems primd facie to 
he the ease, that developments f ¢ on the recent abortive coup d’Etat at the 
capital haye made the outlook much more favourable to the solution of the problem 
now under consideration than was the case when he penned the despatch referred to. 
[particularly allude to. the elevation of the Nizam-es-Sultaueh to the post of Prime 
Minister. This venerable officinl, who it will be remembered came into acute issue with 
us as Governor-General of Arabistan a , scems anxious to bury if he 
cannot the past in this respect. He is now, 1 helieve, on most happy terins with 
Itis Majesty’s Legation, and was at any rate extr as far as he could 
Jielpfil, during: his recent sojourn as Governor. what is chiefly 
aunt at tlic present moment is the fuct that he is unele and father-inslay of the 

i mum-Luristay, whose active 

ristan has been the subject of 


































































































Mukarrem, ow neral of Arabista 
interest in the opening up of communications through 
frequent reference during the past year, Moreover, the Nizam himself hias very large 
vestod interests in Arabistan which ie would presumably be glad to promote. 

Should the above hopeful surmise as to the improvement of the situation in Tehran 
be considered by His Majesty’s Chargé d’AMfaires to be well-founded, it would seem to 
follow that the exercise of a pressure upon the Persian Government (a course 
which he strongly deprecates) might be avoided, and that just as much or more m 
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be achieved by our securing the sympathy and unobtrusive co-operation of the Nizam- 
e=-Sultaneh and the Sariar-i-Mukarrem in the fartherance of a project which, when put 
into execution, is likely to work just as much to their profit as ours. 

3. Supposing therefore for a moment that by the light of recent developments: 
forward action in some form is considered expedient, the first thing to be done seems to 
be for us to decide in what form and which direction our energies should be directed. 

There are two routes to be considered, the Dizful-Khoramabad alignment, the 
adoption of which has hitherto proved hopeless, and the Dizful-Kermanshah route now 
advocated by His Majesty's Consul, Kermanshah, 

Captain Haworth submits his recommendations regarding the latter alternative 
with a confident enthusiasm which enforces sympathy, but whereay according to his 
view one of the primary conditions for the succers of his scheme is the exclusion of 
Messrs. Lynch from participation in it, it seems to me that under the terms of their 
Tristan Concession they alone as the “Road Company” would be entitled to undertake 
the construction of any one road now inaugurated between Ahwaz and the north. Had 
they already selected and inaugurated the Dizful-Khoramabad route, thereby using up 
thieir concession for “one road” between Ahwaz and ‘Tehran, then perhaps a concession 
for another road from Diaful to Kermanshahi might be considered open to any one who 
might be able to acquire it from the Persian Government; but so long as no road 
has been commenced Messrs. Lynch seem clearly to have the sole right’ to take the 
first step. 

Tn any ease haying regard to the views expressed by Mr. Marling as to the hostility 
displayed by the National Assembly to the grant of concessions to foreigners, it is 

orobable that His Majesty’s Government, at present would feel unable to encourage any 
British competitor in the quest for u fresh concession, It would seem therefore that the 
only course open to us is to make the best of Messrs, Lynch. 

4, But before Government decided to press one alternative to the extinguishment 
of the other, I yenture to suggest, for their consideration, that it would appear 
practically possible to keep a hold on both routes without technically exceeding the 
terms of Messra, Lynch's concession, I mean that if the Dizful-Kermanshah alternative 
were decided upon for our main effort, as offering the best advantages and chances of 
Success under existing conditions, it seems reasonable to suppose, in view of the 
favourable attitude of the merchants of Khoramabad, that a branch to the latter town 
from the most convenient stage would come into existence automatically, In any case 
the furtherance of sucha branch is a matter in regard to which Messrs, Lynch or we 
working through them should be able to come to an understanding with the Sardar. 
Mukarrem, 

3. ‘The selection of one route or the combination of both alternatives are questions 
about which opinions will doubtless differ; but having regard to recent developments T 

enture to think that it will be accepted that the opening of communications northwards 
from Ahwaz by one route or another has become a matter of Imperial moment in the 
general interests of British commerc 

If that is conceded and if the Road Company can satisfy His Majesty's Govern 
‘ment that they unable by thieir unaided efforts to take up the project, then I submit that 
the question of supplying the necessary aid, or of working the Concession ourselves 
through the Road Company as our man of straw is « matter for the urgent consideration 
of His Majesty’s Government. 

6. For the present I fecl that it is premature for me to offer comment upon the 
details of Captain Haworth’s scheme which in some places overlaps suggestions made 
by Captain Lorimer with both of whom T am communicating further," Meauvyhile, I 
respectfully submit. the foregoing, observations for the consideration of the Government 
of India and His Majesty's Chargé d’ Affaires, to whom a copy of this communication is 
being forwarded, 






























































Tnclosure 10 in No. 405. 
Consul Haworth to Consul-General Cox. 


(Confidential.) Kermanshah, October 22, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to address you with reference to the subject of the improve 

ment of the prospects of British trade in the district fed from the towns of Kermanshah 

and Hamadan. 

(1599) BZ 
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‘The former town supplies Burujird, Senna, and the Pasht-i-Kuh conntry ; the latter 
Senna, Sultanabad, Doulutabad, Nehawend and in certain classes of goods, notably 
Manchester goods, ‘Tabreez and Tehran, 

‘Under the new Treaty practically the whole of this country is earmarked to the 
Rossians for purposes of concession, We have, however, a large trade already existing 
inthe districts Thaye named, and the imports of Manchester goods alone form one of 
the largest entries in the Kermanshah customs returns, while this year’s exports of that 
lass of goods from Hamadan to Tabreez have notwithstanding bounties exceeding 
previous years, 

‘hore is no question that it is not intended under the ‘Treaty that we should 
surrender this large trade into Russian hands, at the same time, under cireumstances 
Which it rests with the Russians to produce, there is equally little doubt that but a 
small portion, if any, of this trade will remain to us unless we take measures to 
preserve it, 

‘Phe present route by which all this trade enters Persia is vid Bagdad to Kerman- 
shah and Hamadan whence, as noted, it is distributed. 

Tunderstand that for the next two years the concession for this road lies with « 
Persian who, up to the present, has taken no action on his rights. It matters little it 
this be correct or not, for it would be easy for the Russians or any other foreign 
Power to purchase the right if they did not propose to wait the two years for its 
expiry. 

peWVith the road a Russian Concession and with the very complete system of bounties 
followed by that country, competition would soon be made impossible. 

‘The toll on mules on the Kaswin-Hamadan road is 4 krans per head. With a 

‘and n reasonable rebate to Russian firms but few loads would be imported 

sh agents, ‘hus, once the open door were passed its advantages would 
coase, and I think it will be admitted that once the importing agents were Russian firms, 
Russian goods would gradually oust the British articles which have hitherto been 
able to compete against thé bounty system when applied without other aids aud 
advantages, 

It is inconceivable that the Russians will not east: an eye on such a profitable business, 
and it follows that where they produce similar goods they will attempt to. monopolize 
the trade, and in other eases they will act as they haye in the case of tea, and will 
tuke care that all goods so imported come through Russian middlemen, 

Tt remains then to us to see what steps we can take, not only to protect the trae 
which exists, but to exploit the large market which still remains untouched, and which, 
‘as Thave mentioned in my diaries, could easily be gained. (In this reference T would 
point to the samples which T obtained from the Cawnpore Woollen Mills, and which 
Toatlted in an immediate order for close on 1,000. worth of xoods.) I have been 
dissatistied with the Bagdad route since first Tcame to Kermanshah, its disadvantages 
fire numerous, traffic is dependent on the few steamers which are allowed to ply on the 
river, and cousequently goods are detained for long periods at Bussorah, there are ‘Turkish 
transit charges to be paid amounting to 1 per cent., constant illegal charges varying 
{rom 1 to B per ecnt,, and lastly heavy ageney charges. I may quote Messrs, Lynch 
‘whose charges are 6 per cent, under this head alone. 

If any” other route could be found which would obviate these difficulties the whole 
Persian traffic would very soon be deflected to that route. 

‘Myo such routes exist, one partly, one wholly, within the sphere which is open to 


“Phe first, the Mohammerah-Ahwaz-Khurramabad-Hamadan route is open to us as 
far as somewhere near above Khurramabad, It is open to the Russians throughout 
its length, The present history of Persia does not lead one to imagine that this route 
will be feasible for some years to come and for the immediate present we have little 
interest in it except as a defensive measure. 

‘The second route is open to us in its entirety, at any rate to within a mile or so of 
Kermanshali, and it is to this route that 1 would draw attention, 

T attach licrewith a précis made from Burton’s Reports on the road, together with 
what [consider necessary. to make the road practicable as a mule road. 

Major Burton makes in all thirteen stages from Dehbala, in Pusht-i-Kub, to 
Dizful, In my original and telegraphed estimate T adhered to these stages making — 


Staes. 
From Kermanshah to Dehtala : 
sy Dehbala to Dizful 3 
}Disful to Mohammerah 1 
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On reference to the précis, however, it will be seen that many of the distances 
are small, 11 to 14 miles or little more than half a charwardar’s ordinary march, 

_Lhiave accordingly cut down the thirteen stages to ten stages. ‘These also are not 
arbitrary, and should the scheme be approved it would be necessary to travel over the 
road, and after careful examination to decide definitely where caravanseraie would be 
required. 

Imerely take Major Burton's report as a statement of what can in actuality be 
found in case it is not possible fo improve upon it. ‘The distances, however, are very 
unequal, and there is little doubt from the general tenor of his report that the marches 
could be more equalized, 

(The total distance from Dehbala to Dizful is estimated at 184 miles which would 
give ten average marches of 18:4 miles each.) 

T have no copy of Major Baird’s Report, but 1 discussed the matter with him and 
Lis opinions were in accord with the possibility of the scheme, 

__ My original information and Captain Gough's tonr showed five marches to Pusht-i 
Kuh, ive, Dehbala. Shawal Devi, a Jew and a British subject, in whose hands lie the 
entire Pusht-i-Kuh trade, tells me that only three marches need be allowed, it would be 
safer to put it at four marches, ‘Thus the revised distanee would be— 


Kermanshah to Dehbala 
Dehbaln to Dizh 

Diafol to Ahwaz! 
Ahvaz to Mohammerahy 


It will then be necessary to’ allow thirteen caravanserais between Kermanshah ond 
Dizful. have allowed one extra earavanserai as a safeguard. 

Thave calculated at the rate of 3,000 tomans per earavanserai equal, at the present 
rate of exchange, to 9,000 rupees, It. is certain that one water reservoir will be 
required at Khoshkadul, I have allowed for a second at a price of 2,000 rupees each, 

Thave allowed 10,000 rupees for mending the rond, as at only five of the stages 


would repairs be necessary. In Persia also the muleteer is not exacting as any one who 
has seen the main arteries of the country will admit, i 

Burton mentions that bridges would be required for various irrigation channels 
between the Karkbah and Dizful, ‘The common system in Persia is to lny down halt 
dozen poplar trees side by side, to cover these with brushwood and then to ram the 
whole lot down with earth; thus at a trifling cost a bridge is made which answers all the 
purposes required: Even on the post carriage road to Sultanabad the bridge across 
the irrigation channels are made as above, 

At the Karkhah it might be necessary to have a ferry, but there isno reason why this 
should be an expensive business, A Aying or swinging bridge of the pattern shown 
in the Military Book of Fortification would answer the purpose admirably at a small 
cost, A modification of this system is in daily use in Kermanshah across the Koraxu 
when the river is unfordable. “The pontoon of this brdge will carry four horses at a 
time. For the route all that would be needed would be two such pontoons 
to carry ten mules each. 1 have allowed for 20,000 rupees for contingencies 
or unforseen expenditure, thus the total estimated cost is 1,60,000 rupees, It stands to 
reason thav an estimate made without travelling the road must be extremely rouxh, but: 
with the exeeption of the repairs to the road, the items are taken from average costs of 
such works, while under contingencies I have allowed a large sum, 

he road being complete there rest the two important points of supplies and 
guarding. 

In my précis I have shown that at every stage but one supplies are obtainable 
within easy distance at the proper period of the year; the only question lies in storing 
them, I have been obliged to take the Jew, Shawal Levi, into my confidence. He 
informs me that he would take over the contract for supplies, and adds that he knows 
that the Wali of Pasht-i-Kuh, with whom he is in constant touch, would be only too glad 
to join him in the matter, ” 

‘There remains the question of guarding, ‘The Wali’s territory extends to 
Thikao, ovo marches from Diztal. I would recommend a royalty po Toute tothe: Wat 
for guarding the route as far as it lay in his district. Shawal Levi again informs me 
that he knows that the Wali would welcome the project, and would undertake the 
guarding of the road so far as it lay within his dominions, The Wali is supposed to be 
pro-English, 
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‘The Thikao is but two marches from Dizful, and from thence the Vice-Consul at 
‘Ahwaz could no doubt arrange matters on a similar understanding. I note that in the 
latest diaries it is stated that. goods have reached Dizful from Ahwaz. In my original 
plan I had proposed to work the road between Mohammerah and Ahwaz, but on 
Counting the cost I see that it would probably be too expensive as a start. In case the 
river could not compete with the traffic it would be necessary to use the road also, 

With twenty-four marches on this route it would be possible to land goods in 
Kernonshah in thirty-one days, in Hamadan in thirty-six days, and in ‘Tebran in forty. 
six. Compare this with the present route, where goods cannot be hoped for at Kermanshah 
by the traders under three or four months from the date of arrival at Bussorah, and 
they frequently take much longer. 

‘The noxt question to be considered is the comparative cost of the two roads. This 
isa little difficult to estimate accurately, as it entails comparison between carriage of 
the shipping ton and the actual weights as carried by mules, T-estimate that a mule- 
Joad from Bussorah to Kermanshah costs on an average 81} to 834 krans. 

My calculation is as follows:— 

‘Average rate from Bagdad to Kermanshah 7 tomans per mule, 
‘Average rate from Bussorah to Bagdad 32:6 tomans per ton, 














One mule-load is in Persia one half-Kliarwar, or 325 Ibs 
one-seventh of a ton, 

‘The cost of one mule-load from Bagdad to Bussorah is, then, 11} krans, or (if 
allowing one mule-load as the difference between the shipping ton and its real weight, 
wo take six mule-loads to the ton), 184 krans; or 81} to 835 krans for the whole 
journey por mule, 

compete with this and still keep the disadvantages of the Bagdad road as an 
asset to the now route, it would be necessary to keep the price of the road journey 
between Ahwaz and Kermanshah down to 80 krans, leaving the few odd krans as the 
price per mule-load on the Karun River, It is, however, apparent that the new route 
Could aiford to be a trifle more expensive than the old one, owing to the great time 
saved and the interest on the money thereby involved. 
In Kermanshah £ usually hire mules at 4 krans per dieu, occasionally at 4} krans. 
On a regular ronte, when there is a press of work, the charwardar is apt to raise his 
prices, In order to avoid this and to keep a regular rate on which the importer of 
ritish goods could depend, I would recommend the adoption of a system of subsidy as 
used on the Seistun route for the benefit of British traders. I am of opinion that L 
could arrange this, and will return to the subject in part 2 of this letter, in which 
explain how 1 propose this system should be worked. My object then would be to 
Keop the rate down to 80 kraas for the journey, and 1 would estimate the subsidy at 
200 rupees per mensem, . 
Te may be noted that this would make it impossible fora foreign Power to charge 
‘any toll for mules should they be in possession of the Bagdad route, and that even for 
ules carrying their own woods 
In conclusion, caravanserais would be reproductive works, for it is 
charge for the hire of rooms in addi 
* animals, 


and therefore equal to 









































customary to 
to the profit made over selling grain for 
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In addition to the delays on the road, which make trade with Persia difficult, there 
‘are other causes which have hindered the expansion of British trade. 

have frequently asked a merchant why he has imported a certain article when he 
could do much better in England, The answer has been, “I do not know where to. go 
fn England” 1 would summarize the reasons why more articles of British manufacture 
fare not found in general trade, as opposed to special, as follows 









1, Want of means of connection between the merchants in England and those in 
Persia. 
Want of fac 








ies for ordering and forwarding xoods, 





1.—Want of Connection betiveen English and Persian Merchants. 









‘This difficulty 
very strongly in fa 


is one that can be very easily remedied. In Kerman I was not 
ur of sample rooms for reasons which I gave av the time, and £ 
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remember that one of the chief of them was the difficulty of finding an agent who was 
capable of doing the work. This reason does not exist in Kermanshah and Hamadan, 
In both places T ean find men fully fitted, In Hamadan we are particularly fortunate, 
for the agent of the Imperial Bank of Persia would take up the work, in which he would 
be assisted by his son, who was educated in Englind. 1 propose, then, to institute at 
both places sample rooms in charge of agents, who will not only show the articles sent. 
them, but will visit the merchants at their offices and act as local commercial travellers, 
‘hese agents would book orders and he paid by the percentage allowed by the 
firms for whom they trade. For the fixing of these rates I propose addressing the 
Chambers of Commerce in india and the Board of ‘Trade in England, I may mention 
that at Hamadan the custom, when dealing with Manchester firms is as follows :-— 





‘The merchant in Persia pays a deposit of 10 per cont, on giving his order; the 
firm then engages to land the goods at Bagdad within six months of receipt of 
instructions, and they hand over all papers connected with the goods to the shipping 
Compauy, who release the goods on receipt of tle money due, 








As T have already not 





ed, agency fees at Bagdad are a heavy item, though 
probably few firms charge 5 per cent. like Messrs. Lynch, who have the advantage of 
being the shipping agents, Now I would suggest, should my scheme be approved, 
that Government sbould place one agent at Mohaumerah and a second at Ahwaz, 
The system would then be that an order would be booked at Kermanshah or at 
Hamadan by the local British agent, and would be dispatched to the firm concerned, 
Whe firm would then dispatch the gouds to the care of the British forwarding agent at 
Mohammerab, who would forward them to Ahwaz, where the agent would send them on 
at subsidized rates to the agent who had ordered them, 

‘The method of releasing goods would have to be decided, as it might be dangerous 
for the agent to receive all money without an inspecting officer.® At the worst the 

nt system could be adhered to, 

the Pusht-ieKuh road was made possible, I would suggest similar appointments 
being made at Bussorah and Bagdad for forwarding purposes, I have noted that 
goods lie for a long time at Bussorab, ‘There are, how 8 
boats, Turkish boats which trade on the river, and the agent at Bussorah, in consigning 
the goods to the agent at Bagdad, would be able, where opportunities appeared 
favourable, to use the Turkish steamers, and thus save time, ‘These agents would, of 
course, work under the eye of the British Consular officers, and would thus be able to 
escape illegal charges in Turkey. 

‘On the Posht-i-Kuh road being ready, these men could be shifted to Mobammerah 
and Ahwaz. ‘They would know their work, and so would not make mistakes in sturting 
the new road. 

Thave noted on the desirability of haying a subsidized transport service, ‘This 
the best method of assisting trade in Per as a foreign Power, order to 
compete, must spend money in a similar way, and thus increase is expenses, which are 
possibly already large, in the form of bounties, I would then recommend that, uniil 
the new road is ready, I be allowed to employ similar means on the Bagdad road ; then, 
on the completion of the Pusht-i-Kuh road, all the machinery would be ready, and would 
‘only require transfer from the one route to the other. 






















































Pane 11, 


‘To summarize, my suggestions are— 


1, The making of a mule road between Mohiat 
Cost roughly estimated at 1,60,000 rupees, but m 





merah or Awaz and Kermanshab, 
y reproductive, 








in 
Appointment of agents at Kermanshah and Hamadan to act as unpaid commercial 
agents. Opening of sample rooms at Kermanshah and Hamadan, Estimated cost at 





each pla 





, B rupees per mer 1 rent; 200 rupees initial expenditur 
| Appointment of paid receiving and forwarding agents at Bussorab and Bagdad, 
to be afternards transferred to Mohammerah and Ahwaz, Estimate, 1,800 rupees per 
annum each. 

{, lustallation of a system of subsidized transport between Kermanshah and 
Bagdad, to be transferred to the Abwaz—Pusht-i-Kuh road when ready. Estimate (the 





* Vide postscript 





1501 4A 











274 


question would require {o be raised, and the number of mules required to be settled, 
before a complete estimate could be submitted; I would, however, put the amount at 
what I name), 200 rupees per mensem, 

















In conclusion, I would suggest the inclusion of the Khurramabad-Hamadan road in 
the Concession as far as Khurramabad, ‘This would protect the interests of the road 
which 1 now propose, and, should the Khurramabad route ever become practicable, 
syould insure to us the same benefits as would accrue to any other country which might 
possess the Concession for the upper part of the road. 

‘As soon as ever I am permitted to leave Kermanshah I propose to travel over the 
route Ihave given in my scheme, I greatly regret having to submit this plan without 
having previously gone over the road, but it appeared to me that it was necessary that I 
should at any rate know the general opinion of the Government of India on the subject 
without further delay. ‘The matter appeared to me so urgent, in order that we might 
be in the field before it was too late, that I telegraphed to you a general idea of what 
T proposed, 



















(Signed) L, HAWORTH, 
















PS.—The inspector of the bank, with whom I discussed the question, stated that 
the money could always be paid into the bank; the agent at Hamadan or Kermanshah 
could then send the bank receipt to the agent at the shipping port, who could then 
release the goods, 
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Inclosure 11 in No, 405, 


Consul Haworth to Consul-General Cox, 






(Gonfidential,) 

1 HAVE the honour to forvard herewith cert 
with reference to the 
been delayed by my havi 
amplified, 

Tn case the Government did not propose to take up the question themselves, I think 
it highly probable that the Imperial Bank of Persia would do so, especially if the 
Government supplied the money. 

T could, [ think, yet a British subject here to take up the idea, but I am of the 
opinion tliat, from a point of view of British trade, it would be very much better if the 
Government supplied the tioney, so that they could dictate the terms and see that 
the route was for the benefit of British trade, and not for that of the Company 
‘concemne: 

Tam especially frightened of Messrs, Lynch, who have the name in these parts of 
being very grasping. 


Kermanshah, October 31, 1907. 
suggestions which I have to make 
tension of British trade in Western Persia, ‘This report has 
z to wait for some information, and by its being considerably 
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Inclosure 12 in No. 405. 
Supplies 
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Paéc1s from Major Burton's Report on the Road. 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived August 31.) 


(No, 215. Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, august 18, 1908, 

‘THIS morning Mr. Loraine bad an interview with M, Cesari, a Corsican Customs 
officer, who has recently been relieved of his duties at Kasr-i-Shirin, M. Cesari was 
given to understand that his removal was the result of a complaint made against him 
by one of the foreign Legations—an allegation which had secured him a very cold. 
reception by the French Minister. M.Cesari had satisfied himself that the complaint 
had not emanated from the Russian Legation, and he was assured that none had 
originated from this Legation, He therefore infers, by a process of exelusion, that 
the German Legation must have procured his transfer. 

He stated, in the course of conversation, that the Germans were making the most 
strennous efforts to increase their trade with Persia by the Bagdad-Kermanshah 
route, and that a certain Berk Puttmann, resident in Bagdad, was the most active, 
German trader in the ficld, This gentleman was a person of no importance until he 
recived the Bagdad Agency of the Hamburg-Amerika Line and that of the Deutscho- 
Orient Bank, wi at his disposal a considerable capital which he did not 

ploy in commercial ventures far more extensive than he had previously, 
been in a position to undertake. Since then he appears to have profited enormously 
by his increased facilitie purchases of sugar in Marseilles and ‘Vriesto, an 
article which always commands a ready sale, haye frequently rendered service to the 
shipping line, the freight: paid thereon being frequently sufficient to enable them 
to cover the expenses of the yoyage when they have a limited cargo on board. 
Herr Puttman also has native agents among the tribes in the neighbourhood of 
Kermanshah through whom he buys large quantities of wool which he sells well; 
he is also a commission agent for the sale of various categories of German manufac- 
tures, M. Cesari added that we should hear ina week or two that Herr Patumann 
had opened a) Kermanshah, and he anticipated that the Russians would 
make things as unpleasant for him as possible, ‘The Russian Consul, he said, was 
alvady very angry with him for undertaking transport and insurance business 
Persia, maintaining he had no right to do so. 

Tt soems perfectly logical that the Germans should endeavour to obtain a firm 
commercial footing in Western Persia in anticipation of the advent of the Khanikin 
branch of the Bagdad Railway and its po ion into Persia, and the facts T 
lave reported above make it appene that suel isthe easo and farther Lond colou to 
rumour that has been persistently current in ‘Tehran of late that the Germans intend 
to open their bank at Kermanshah and to instal a branch at Tehran, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 































































































nels 


Notes on Road divided into two Sections. 


Roa throughout good, 32 miles 
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‘Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31) 
(No. 216.) 
Sir, Gulohek, August 18, 1908, 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 170 of the 15th July, { have the honour to 
report that since that date the struggle between the Shah's forces and the insurgents 
at Tabreez continued intermittently up to the “th instant, and with fluctuating fortune, 
On the Lith July the inhabitants of the quarter occupied by the insurgents 
unsuccessfully endeavoured to send a telegram to the Shah through the French View. 
Consul stating they were ready to surrender, but feared the Government troops would 
pillage their houses. ‘The following morning the fighting, whieh had been incessant, 
ceased, ond negotiations were begun by the Elders of the surrendered quarters, who 
to reconcile the authorities and insurgents. These, however, proved abortive, 
to the attitude of the Chief Mujteled, who, having control over the telegraph 
wires, refused to allow the insurgent leaders to telegraph to Tehran to obtain the 
(1599) 4B 
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Shah's pardon, failing which, they refused to lay down their arms, though the 
Commander of the Tmperial forces was willing enough that the telegram should 
be sent. 

‘Mhese events and the behaviour of the Mujtched greatly incensed the population, 
and a resolve began to manifest itself to accept no amnesty or pardon from the Shab 











Unless guaranteed by the foreign Consulates, On the 18th July Mr. Stevens 
telegraphed that hostilities were suspended, thanks to the Russian Consul-General 





paving undertaken. to. disperse the Anjamen-i-fslamich, the head-quarters of, the 
Mujtehed and the Reactionary party, the town being practically in the hands of the 
armed populace, and many of the Government horsemen haying desertel. Qn the 
TAth July.n regiment. of infantry S00 strong reached Tabreez and deserted imme- 
diately, Meanwhile the Russian Consul-General’s intervention proved unavailing, and 
fa partially successful attack was made on the Government troops, who were driven 
back to their second line of defence, but on the night of the 21st to the 22nd 
July the revolutionaries were compelled to recede from their advanced. positions, 
reinforcements having arrived for the Shah's party. On the moming of the 23rd 
there was another Tul, the revolutionaries, though hard pressed, having held their 
ground, On the next day fighting recommenced, the Royalists brin cht 
mortar into action, whieh did considerable damage, On the 27th the situation got 
Worse, six guns altogether being in action, and as the shooting was somewhat 
ratic the Christian quarter was thouglit to be in danger. On the 28th a meeting 
of the Consilar Corps, attended by the merchants’ delegates, was held at the 
Tussian Constilnfe-Gencral, ‘The merelants stated that the population would lay 
down their arma on condition of receiving a complete amnesty for political offences, 
guaranteed by the Legations, the dissolution of the Anjumen-i-tslamich, and Rahim 
Khan only heing permitted to remain with fifty horsemen in Tabreez, The Consuls 
approved these proposals, and considered the revolutionary leaders should be permitted 
to leave Persia without molestation, 

Tostilities were suspended during these and other efforts at reconciliation, but 
again broke out on the Ist August, neither party being able to offer guarantees for the 
execition of the terms of any proposed settlement. | he citadel, wh revolu- 
tionaties continuously. held, was bombarded, and shells fell in the Christian quarter. 
On the Qnd the revolutiovaries cut all the wires of the Indo-European | 
Company, and His Majesty's Vico-Consul only induced them with great 
permit ihe necessary repairs, and then they required that no Government messages 
should be sent 

On. the dth August news of the restoration of the ‘Turkish Constitution, was 
divulyed Ditoman Consul-General, ‘This naturally put heart into the National 
party, who'placarded the tovn with a manifesto roughly to the effect that, unless thoy 
Could’ obtain a satisfactory: settlement before the arrival of a Governor-General with 
reinloreements, the Sultan’ would be as xood a Sove 

‘On the 7th August fighting, which had been desultory, was vigorously renewed by 
the Shah's forces, Heavy fighting continued for three days with shell and rifle fir 

Mr, Stevens has mei feveral telezrams that the conduct of the 
troops las been characterized throughout by “atro 
Tooting, On the 2nd August he reported that the firms of r 
aflicially addrossed the Consulate-Ceneral, expressing the hope that the Persian 
Government would be held responsible for losses eventually sustained, as they feared 
the looting of houses and shops would spread to the bazaars. I thereupon addressed a 
note to the Persian Government, asking that proper steps should be taken to protect 
the property of British subjects, and saying that my: Government would be compelled to 
hold that of His Majesty: the Shah responsible for @my losses sustained through the 
fetion of troops serving the Persian Government. On the 9th August T received a 
responsive note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that my note had been 
communicated to the Grand Vizier, who had been specially requested to send the 
necessary orders for the protection of British firms and subjects, 

Itis difficult to estimate how far the serious z since the Shah's 
coup Etat were originally inspired by genuine political motives, and if so for how long 
the strugile maintained its essentially political character. I am myself inclined to 
Delieve that the opposition to Rabin Khan's operations was largely actuated by private 
ammosity on the part of the “national leaders,” and I think that there can be little 
doubt that the Nationalists now feel there is nothing left for them but to fisht to a 
finish, and that were they to survender, conilitionally or unconditionally, neither their 
lives, their families, nor their property would be safe from the vengeance of the 
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Royalist troops, exasperated by the prolonged resistance of the Azerbaijan “ patriots.” 
Nor is it likely that their fears are ill-founded. x 








T haye, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 
[30129] No. 408. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 31. 
(No, 217.) q z TN i J 
Sir, - Gulahek, August 14, 1908, 
THE Acting Director of the Indo-European Telegraph Department called on me 
on the 28rd ultimo, and said that he had been approached by the Minister of 
‘Telegraphs with a request for our estimate of the cost of putting the Ahwaz—Borazjun 
telegraph. line in complete repair, and that when, a day or two after the request was 
made, he had called on the Minister to talk the matter over, Mukhber-ed-Dowleh had 
expressed the view that the best course would be that. the [Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department should take over the maintenance of the line altogether 

Thinking it prudent not to display too much eagerness, Mr, King Wood repliod 
that he would be most happy to furnish the estimate, but that the question of tho 
Department taking over the line was more important and would have to be referred to 
London. 

In Mr, King Wood's opinion, in which T entirely concurred, there seems to be a 
very fair chance of obtaining control of the Ahway-Borazjun line, and possibly even 
of the continuation to Mohammerah, if the question were properly handled, Mukhibor= 
ed-Dowleh hiad always been, and still is, on tho. most friendly terms with the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, and, provided it could he kept from him that there 
was any political interest inyolved, he—Mr. King Woorl—believed it quite feasible to 

duce his Excellency to make an Agreement which would secure the results we have 

. Tt would, however, he prudent that the Legation should not appear to have 
any interest in the question or make any move on it, as otherwise Mukhber-ed-Dowleh 
would no longer look on it asa question of purely administrative interest and would 
decline to act on his own responsibility, 

T should explain that, unlike his predecess 
telegraphs, Mukhiber-ed-Dowleh is actually Minister 
the system on account of the Government 
made with him as Minister could be held to be perfectly binding, 

‘The opportunity seemed to be unusually favourable for attacking the question, 
and I therefore, by my telegram No. 244 of the 24th ultimo, suggested that 
Mr: King Wood might be authorized to try to como to terme with Mukhibersed- 
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Sepahdar, who farmed. the 
Velegraphs, and administers 
sumably, therefore, any Agreement 
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from London, L have nov, however, informed him, eonfidentialy, of the substance of 
your private telegram of the Sth instant, and he will try to elicit’ from Mukhber-ed- 
‘Dowleh on what terms the arrangement might be made, 

‘The Dateh Minister informed me nearly a month ago that he was much interested 
in the proper upkeep of the line, and T gather that it was in consequence of his 
complaints that Mukhber-ed-Dowleh first approached Mr. King Wood. I propose to 
et M. de Sturler understand that he will do well to continue to press the question, but 
not to take any steps myself for the present. 











Ihave, &¢. 
: (Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 
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(80130) No. 409. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 


(No. 218. Confidential.) 
Sin, Gulahek, August 14, 1908. 

SINCE the coup @’Ftat of the 23rd June, it has been almost impossible owing to 
the chaos prevailing in every branch of the Administration to make any progress with 

inary current business, and among such questions has been that of the transfer of 

il Bank of Persia from the Customs receipts of Kermanshah to 
those of Bushir 
a matte x, the Imperial Bank of Persia has not been pressing 
jan Government very insistently on the point, but has rather devoted its 
siivs to obtaining the recognition by the Shah and the Mi ance of the 
debts standing in the name of Shua-cs-Sultanch as debts due by the State. I must 
to me to be questionable, ‘The Bank 
posse ional under which they were 
contr debts wore a 
Government linbility a 
recognized as such, while it may be questioned whether an 
Shalt would accept the signatures of His Majesty and the Minister of Fi s valid 
while the Constitution is suspended. However, « precedent having b in the 
case of Amir Behadur's debts, o h Mr. Rabino, acting no doubt on the instrac- 
tions of the Board, obtained the recognition by Sani-ed-Dowleh while the Medjliss still 
oxisted, Mr. Hawkins has thought it prudont to follow out the same policy. 

‘Bho transfor of the Bank's claims from Kermanshih to Bushire has not been 
entirely noglected, but it has not been seviously pushed; but as the branch of the 
Russian Bank is about to be opened—the Managor started for his post a few days 
ago it is likely that the Hnperial Bank © 1 shortly have to appeal for tha 
assistance of the Legation, L shall, of course, give all the support in my power. 

Tn this connection I mi the Russian Bank has begun to 
oneash the Customs receipts in Keemanshal, it is p y decided that the Imperial 
Bank of Persia will transfer its branch to Hamadan, which as a trade contre is far 
more important than Kermansbaty and will retain only an ageney at the latter town. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) | CHARLES M, MARLING, 





(30131) No. 410. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 219.) 
Sin, Gulahek, August 14, 190: 
LITAVE the honour to transmit herewith a statement, drawn up by the Military 
V showing the strength and distribution of the 
of June last, also a letter containing some 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


se 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 410. 
Major Stokes to Mr. Marling. 


Gulahek, August 14, 1908. 
AVE the honour to submit herewith a statement of the strength and 
n of the Persian Cossack Brigade at the beginning of June last. 

‘Mho total number of 1,500 is approximate. | am unable to state the strength of 
the brigade exactly, but understand that about 1,500 men lave usually been maintained 
out of 1,500 allowed for in the Budget, 

Since the 23rd June various seliemes for increasing the strength of the brigade 
have been under discussion. One suggestion was to enlist all the road guards in 
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Persia in the brigade, the strength of which was then to be 25,000, Additional 
Russian officers were to be enter ed for the training of these men. Such a scheme, 
if carried out, would provide Russia with a means of increasing her influence in every 
part of Persia, ‘The manner in which the Persian Cossack Brigade has been used in 
the past to serve the Intelligence Department of the Russian War Office will be 
reported on in « later communication, 

Colonel Liakhoif has now been authorized to increase the strength of the brigade 
to 2,500 of all ranks, and has since the 28rd June enlisted some 200 men—of whom 
150 were to replace casualties, including dismissals—and 50 horsemen from the 
Talesh Doulap ‘nibe, whose Chief is Amid-us-Sultan (Nasruttala Khan). ‘ho 
remainder required to complete 2,500 are to come from the Malayir and Sare ‘Tribes. 

he machine-guns, until now in change of M. Hase, an ex-non-commissioned 
officer of the German Army, have been landed over to Colonel Liakholf, as have also 
eight of the field guns which reached ‘Tehran last month, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ©. B, SLOKES, Military Attuché, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 410, 


SyneNGrut and Distribution of the Persian Cossack Brigade at the beginning of 
June 1908, 


80 of all rks. 
275 
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Kernan. 0 
Meshed 18 
i 10 

16 


13 
‘Tonal in provinces « 550 

has, apex 550 
On leavers 400 


Toul s,s 1,600. 


Of the 550 in ‘ehran a li permanently employed as 
guards to Legations and private hous ans, ‘he band, which 
numbers 70 men, is also ineluded in the 
STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché. 
Gulahek, August 14, 1905. ti 





(30132) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81,) 
‘No, 220.) 
ir, Gulahek, August 14, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour fo acknowledge: the receipt of your despatch No, 0 of 
the 16th Junie in which you were so yoo as to inquire whether, in my opinion, any 
advantage would be gained hy the foundation of a British school at ‘Tehran, and 
whether the Persian Government would be likely to agree to grant  subyention 
towards its maintenance. j 

ards the first point I have no hesitation in expressing my conviction that 

inient of a properly conducted Enlist school in the capital would be of 

the greatest benelit not only to our own interests by counteracting the spread of 

German influence which mist surely follow on the foundation of the new German 
school, but also to that of the Persians themselves by the spread of sound 

and, what is still more necessary, sound morality. I feel confident, also, that such an 

no difficulty in competing successfully with the German 

establishment, In the German school the German language as th which 

instruction is conveyed uiust necessarily be the first acquirement of the pupils, but 
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German to a Persian is of little practical use as compared with English, and this 
fact alone would probably determine Persian parents to send their sons to a British 
rather than to a German school. ‘There is no doubt, also, that there are many 
Persians who, though anxious to send their sons to be educated in England, have 
een deterred from doing so on aceount of the high cost of education there, and have 
desided to send them to Germany, where the expense is much lower. ‘This difficulty, 
‘vould be removed by the creation of a British school in Tehran. In other ways, 
also, L believe that there is a decided feeling in favour of England as compared with 
‘of Persians are, there are many who are 
nd there is a general feeling that this 
Ye best acquired by contact with, and 








other countries. Corrupt as the majori 
perfectly well aware of the value of hone 
Mt 





qualit English, and mig 
instruction by Englishmen. 

‘Mho success of the school in the matter of attracting scholars may therefore be 
Jooked upon as assured. 

(Of the ultimate advantages of the school from both a commercial and political 
point of viow, you, Sir, are fur better able to judge than myself, bat there is a potnt to 
Which Lam perhaps justified in drawing your attention, namely, that it is probable 
that owing to improvements in telegmphy, a considerable proportion of the stall of 
cither the Indo-uropean Telegraph Department or the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Company. will shortly be withdrawn from ‘Tehran. ‘This will result in a very 
appreciable reduetion of the British colony in Tehran, which in its tum will react 
tnfavourably on the consideration in which it is held, Tt m affect the demand 
or English commodities and the opportunities for making them known, ‘The number 
of instructors in the school under contemplation would not of course numerically 
compensate for the reduction in the Telegraph establishment, but, ly, 
quite possible that their influence for the diffusion of English ideas and 
eventuuilly be of greater value. 

‘As to the prospects of obtaining  subyention for the school from the Persian 
Governiuent Lean speak less hopefully. At the present momentit is almost certain that 
the Shahi, who is practically an absolute Monarch, and is being everlastingly warned 
tthe’ Constitutional movement was t 
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nd and is. still: being 
of revolutionary ideas, 
on of Persian finance as an excuse 
recalled into existence, I think it 
“1 without 

















sing it, Bub as si 
sonable to expeet that a moder 
But in any ease tho bulk of the expense 








few years, would have to be guaranteed from England, T believe, however, that the 
expenditure would be amply justified by the results. 
Lhave, &. 
(Signed) | CHARLES M, MARLING. 




































(80134) No. 112. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No, 222) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 14, 1908. 

‘THR yory full Reports which T have sent by telegraph on the subject of the 
Hormuz oxide trade will, I hope, havo placed you in possession of all the information 
Thave been able to obtain here a8 to Moin-ut-Tujjar's prospects of retaining the Con- 
ition, and his probable future relations with Mears. Strick or some other British 
firm, and I have now only a few observations of @ general nature to offer. 

Tis very difficult to know what reliance should be placed on any individual 
statement made by Moin-ut-Tujjar unless one is in a position to form a fairly accurate 
ative of his object in making it. His statements have therefore to be accepted with 
fareat reserve until they have received confirmation from other and independent sources, 
fie himself, moreover, is extremoly reticent ; he enjoys, moreover, the reputation of 
being the most astute and unscrupulous trader in Persia, and his caution not to commit 
himself is proverbial. 

Tt bas thus boon very difficult to arrive at the real facts of the case, and the diffi- 
culty has been the greater in that none of the British firms now interested in the oxide 
titdo of Hormuz have any representatives in Tehran who could throw light on the 
Moin’s polic : 

Ti has been necessary also to conceal from him as much as possible the importance 
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wee attach to the retention of the trade in British hands, as if he understood that there 
were any considerations of a semi-political nature involved he would certainly attempt 
to play the Germans off against us, As it is, I believe that he prefers our friendship to 
that of the German Legation, but suspects that one reason for our warm interest in 
the oxide question is that we seek to induce him to place his Hormuy Concession 50 
far under British protection that the Legation will be able to use its position to bring 
presoure to bear on him in other matters in whic there are British interests opposed to 
is own. 

Tf Messrs. Ellinger could disabuse their client of this 

that the chief difficulty in the way of retaining the trade in Bi 
removed. 
"As regards the reported attempts of the German Legation to obtain the Hormuz 
‘oxide Concession for a German firm, presumably Messrs, Wonckhaus, Abbas Kuli Khan 
has been assured by the Minister of Finance that the German Legation did make a 
proposal of the kind some little time ago but had not followed the matter up. Kavam- 
ed-Dovleh said, further, the Moin’s Concession was assured to him for thepresent, as the 
Shah wished it to remain in his hands. 











suspicion, I beliove 
ish hands would be 























Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





[30135) No. 13. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31, 
(0, 28) 9 y—() iy) ) 
ih Gulaliek, August 14, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 179 of the 16th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Mr. Consul-General Wratislaw, inclosing, 
translations of the written arguments exchanged between the Persian and ‘Turkish 
Frontier Commissioners, 

On reading these documents, it seems impossible to avoid arriving at the same 
conclusions as Mr. Wratislaw, namely, that a solution can scarcely be found until third 
parties step in to decide the jjuestion. 
It is, however, not impossible that with the recent change of Government in ‘Turkey 
the Ottoman Ministers, who have all along shown a far more reasonable attitude than 
the Sultan's unofficial advisers, will now be uble to enforce their instructions on the 
‘Parkish Commission, and that Talier Pasha will either be relieved or will be induced to 
de more amenable to argument, 

Lmay mention as a matter of curiosity that a large quantity of Dervish Pasha’s 
papers, including, 1 believe, his original map, are in the posscasion of Nassoubi Bey, the 
new Ottoman Ambassador in Persia, ‘These papers were given by Dervish Pasha to his 
daughter, who married Nassouhi Bey in her father's lifetime, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARIING, 

















Tnclosure in No. 418, 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 


(No. 11, Confidential.) 
Sir, Urumia, July 12, 1908, 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos, 42 and 44, [ have the honour to inclose 
translations of the two notes recently exchanged between the Persian and ‘Turkish 
Commissioners on the subject of the frontier dispute. 

Muhteshem-es-Sultaneh’s very diffuse, and in some places incoherent, effusion may 
be summarized as follows 

‘After reproaching ‘Taher with the failure of the Turkish Commission hitherto to 
adduce evidence to justify its trespass on Persian territory, and with its hurried departure 
from Urumia, Muliteshem argues that its return to the spot indicates that the Porte did 
not approve the position taken up by it. ‘The onus probandi, he says, evidently falls on 
the Turks, who have disturhed the status quo, and as they have put forward no valid case 
the Persian Commission is under no obligation to rebut what does not exist. Nevers 
theless, it will submit its arguments as follows — 







































































\ T1 importerait également de rechercher, d’un commun accord, les mesures aptes & 
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that the frontier question is practically settled, that the Shah has given way to all the 
Homands of ‘Turkey, and that only Mubteshem’s personal obstinacy prevents an 
immediate solution. 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW. 





£30048) No. 414. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 


(eats Ser) St. Petersburgh, August 18, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of an aide-ménoire, with 
its inclosure, which I have rec 
construction in Persia. 





«J from the Russian Government in regard to railway 





Tnclosure 1 in No, 414. 
Aide-ménoire communicated by Russian Government, August 2 (15), 1908. 


LE Gouvernement: Britannique ayant proposé au Gouvernement Impérial de 
procéder d'un commun accord 2 In construction en Perse de chemins de fer, qui, 
partant du point terminus du réseau Russe i Djoulfa, avriveraient & Mohammerah, le 
Ministire Impérial des Affaires Btrangdres a Vhonneurd’informer l’'Ambassade Royale 
qu'il aecupte cette proposition en principe, et quill est _prét i entrer dans un échange 
de vues avec l’Ambassade concernant les modalités pratiques de la mise & exécution de 
In dite proposition, 

Dans cot ordre d 

ivantes :— 
aay /Ambassnde n’ignore pas qu'il existe une entente entre le Gouvernement Russe 
ot celui du Schah, en yertt de laquelle aucune Concession de Chemin de Ker no 











es il pratt désirable Wayoir en vue les considérations 











de lignes ferrées. 
(On, de son edt6, Ie 





inistixe Tmpsrial des Finances ne se consider pas en mesure 
‘} la construction de chemins de fer en Perse. 





etx questions demandent i étre : 
Se ee can uTor tans les agile do destin des lignes ferrées & construire, Ie 
Ministive Impérial estime que celles qui seront établies dans les régions de la Perse 
yeconnues par l'entente Russo-Anglaise de 1907 comme réservées plus particulitre- 
ment aux intéréts Geonomiques Russes, devront servir au maintien et au développe- 

 intérots, z 

ey eee Steet la partirait de Djoulfa vers Mohammerah, 
devrait tre jointe aveo Téhéran 5 ale devrait étre reliée A Recht et i 
i, oi Ia construction d’un bon port terminus simpose. De plus, il faut envisager 
Ja nécessité de construire un chemin de fer entre Askhabad et Méched. ordre dans 
Tequel on procéderait & 1a construction des diverses lignes dans les régions sus- 
nommées, de méme que la direction de ces lignes, devront correspondre anix intérdts 
Russes auxquels celles-ci touchent. 


















ne, qui 

















emptcher que la construction du chemin de fer proposé par le Gouvernement 
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Britannique jusqu’d Mohammerah ne yienne nuire & la situation commerciale ou 
économique, acquise actuellement i Ia Russie dans les régions mentionnées plus haut, 

Il sera probablement nécessaire d’examiner, & ce point de vue, la question des 
tarifs 4 appliquer aux marchandises sur ladite ligne. 

En terminant il parait intéressant de rappeler les propositions confidenticlles qui 
ont été faites A PAmbassadeur de Russie A Londres, de la connaissance de feu 
Lord Salisbury, au sujet d'un Accord Russo-Anglais concernant la construction d'un 
réseau de chemins de fer en Perse, et, en premier lieu, de ln ligne Enzoli- 
Mohammerah. 

De Tavis du Ministére Impérial, ces propositions, consignées dans une lettre 
confidenticlle de Sir H. Drummond Wolff du 20’ Janvier, 1900, cijointe on 
copie, pourraient devenir, mutatis mutandis, le point de départ de V'échange de vues 
projeté, 











Tnclosure 2 in No, 414, 
Sir H. Drummond Wolff to M. de Staal, 


(Confidentielle,) Londres, le 20 Janvier, 1900, 
LIDEE que jai ttché hier de développer n’est pas dorigine récente. Uy a 
trente-six ans que j'ai écrit une brochure sur Parbitrage dont yous aver, reg un 
. Depnis douze ans, lors de ma mission en Perse, je me suis eonvainen que 
Vévénement le plus favorable A la consolidation de In paix du monde serait une 
entente entre nos deux pays, et je crois que vous avez. en main les preuves: des soulaits 
que dans ce but jai expriinés a différentes reprise 
Tl m’a semblé qu'un effort sur une grande échelle ne pourrait réussir dlombléo. 
Ilya trop de points A ménager, D'un autre cbté un apaisement réalisé dans cortaines 
limites d’tine fagon bienveillante aménerait peu & peu d une entente plus étendue. 
Done je crois que le foyer le plus indiqué pour le commencement d'un tel projet 
serait la Perse, LA la Russie ot la Grande-Bretagne sont plus ou moins limitrophes, 
La elles ont des intéréts en commun et Ii elles pourraient initicr un rapprochement au 
lieu de per tune polit 4 de méfianee qui me paralt étxe le vrai 
fonds de Vinquiétude g si 
jusqu’d présent représenté lo 
Uifkérences aplanies, le 
Jobjet de Ia Russie par 
Persique, Cet objet est 
paisible, et je ne voi 






























étre W'atteindre un débouché commer 
time et lonable pourvn qu 





ial sur le Golfo 
mené dune fagon 
raison qui empéchemit WAngleterre de préter son 





is 
concours & tin projet ainsi Gbauché, 

La ronte la plus directe entre la Caspienne et le Golfe est celle de Enzeli & 
Mohammerah, qui est le meilleur port sur la edte, Un chemin de fer entre ces deux 


Villes offrirait Ia Russie des ayantages plus importants que ceux obtenus por 
Roy 





lo 





ume-Uni par Yonverture du Canal de Suez, 
Le voyage de Londres Bombay est, en milles Anglais— 


Par la voie du Ca 








wo os » 9,846 
ParleGanal) fe a 7.058 
Geiss oa) Se) ee cee prom 0D) 

Ta route de Moscou d Karachi— 
Par Qdesea et Suezestdo .. 4. ene F808 
Par Buzeli-Mobammerah \, oe os a eet 
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économie de route de Bakou A Karachi est plus remarquable, 

Ta distance par Batoum et le Canal est de 5,134 milles, mais par voie de Moham- 
merah 2,035 milles, ce qui repréente un gain de °,099 milles—une économie de 
49 milles par terre et de 3,057 milles par mer, 

‘nsi, pour Ie eommeres, il est dvidlent que le trae est d’un grand avantage pour 
Js Russie, 

Les résultats financiers obtenus par ln nouvelle chaussée de Recht & Kasyin ont 

Aémontré le vaste mouvement entre la Russie et la capitale de la Perse. Le cotit du 
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chemin de fer de Enzeli X Mohammerah, avec des embranchements & ‘Téhéran et 
SCermanshah, et des travaux de port aux deux termini, serait, en chiffres ronds, 
10,000,001, un chiffre peut-étre un peu exagéré, mais il y a raison de croire qu’aveo 
In bonne volonté et la coopération de la Russie et de Angleterre, il pourrait étre 
obtenti i un taux tres modéré, 

Tle service d'un emprunt ainsi émis ne dépasserait pas le montant par an de 
850,000, En se rapportant au revenu provenant des péages sculs, sans les frais 
do transport de la route carrossable de Recht A Kasvin, on peut se réaliser les rentrées 
du chentin de fer, Sur un eapital de 310,001, pour les 100 milles Anglais le produit 
annuel des péages monte i 100,000/., ou presque 30 pour cent. 

Ti serft prématuré au moment actuel de poser les conditions qui naturellement 
soriont A modilicr apres discussion, ‘Tout ce que je puis dire est Vidéo que Jai 
congue per lement quant aux moyens uécessaires pour l'exécuti r : 

To cxois q vention serait nécessaire entre les trois Puissances intéressées, 

2, PAngleterre, Ia Russie, ct la Perse. Les bases principales de eet instra- 
ment seraient- 

1, La neutralisation de Ia Perse. 

ion Wun réseau de chemin de fer selon certains pri i 
mission Administrative de trois membres A étre di respective 
Contractantes. 

4, La construction en pt Bi foammerah. 

; Linstitution de certains droits de au service d’un emprant 
guranti par les trois Puis 

6, Ces droits. seront ps 
Consuls Russes et Anglais. 

Voici Voxplieation des vues que je vous ai exprimées tier. “Quoique, person- 

elles sont -connues et je ne pecho pas contre la discipline en vous les com- 

uit. 

Minion idée, depuis quelque temps en Russie ainsi qu'en Angleterre et aux 
Tndes, on a va poindee des symptomes di ment dans Popinion publique, et ony. 
Fevonnait que. fes sentiments de conciliation ct de gonfianee seront plus raisonnables 
TEmivins coiteux des deux cbtés quiune attitude continuelle d'éveil et de pré 

Le modus vivendi vaut mieux que ‘qui vive,” 

Jo no renonce pas i Vespoir de recevoir de yous une Lueur de réciprocité. Nous 
comproions ici le principe de do ut des, mais pour le mettre en quvre il faut 
cconiaitre les équivalents voulus. 


ne ayee le concours des 


Te yous prie, &e. 
i, DRUMMOND WOLF 





(30050) 
(Received august 31.) 


St. Petersburgh, August 19, 1905. 
MM. ISVOLSKY remarked to me yesterday that ie was perturbed as to the 
vi encroachments of the Lurkish troops intg. localities lying on the Persian 
Cle ot ihe neuteal zone, He had explained to me on i former occasion the seriousness 
Or the question, from a stratexieal point-of view, so far as it affected Russia 5 but there 
wae alee ty be considered the fact that the Lurks wes departing from the promises 
Which they had frequently given, aud were taking measures whieh the two mediatin 
Powers could liavdly overtook and iguore, He said that he had telegraphed to Count 
Tonekendort! to ascertain whether you considered the moment opportune for some 
representations at Constantinople; and in the meantime he had instructed M. Zinoview 
feraeak very séxiously. to te Subllfie Porte on the subject. He thought that 
ily some steps: should be taken to check the continued advance of the Turkish 
Troops bathe did nol know if the moment was « favourable one for adopting such a 
eee yey told him. that, of course, you would give a reply to his communication 
through Count Benckendorif, but personally 1 should hay t that the new 
purty in power at Constantinople Woukd be more ready than their predecessors to 
Tisten to reusonable representation 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSO: 
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[30051] No. 416, 


oer Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
Sir, 
tad : St. Petersburgh, August 19, 
Fors ROHARYKORE held his frat recetion to-day on cObeareaieenin 
in ring the absence of M. Isvolsky. A new departure has been. i 
pecan: A Tebarykoff, ashe toi me that he ad Saitadiadl pene meat an 
ign questions during the absence of his Minister, and he has also, I was i 
Feccival the privilege of access to the Emperor, when oseason AH Mer aa 
5 refore, speak wi i in his 
gan, therefor, speak with more authority than his predecessors in his post were perhnp 
M. Teharykoff, in conversing with regard to Persi 
rvkofh, with reg ersia, stated that the situation at 
‘Tabreez was sill uncertain and critical, but athrwiso the rest of Persin aeemed to. be 
in 4 fhinly pacitc condition, He nevertheless fenred that, there were people in the 
immediate entourage of the Shah who would endeavour to induce Hix Majesty to refrain 
fro iving eect to the engagements which he hail undertaken as to the convocation 
Assembl., and it might be necessary to take steps. to counteract, ns fi 
possible, reactionary intrigues of that nature,” He therefore. Ant would bo 
ossib tio f 16, considered thi 
Ratha Drtuilent Maman Goreme veel soretoute emer eae 
reniading the Stal of the promises which he had given, " ae. 
M. Teharykoff said that it was essential that there sho 
M. ‘Teharykolt 3 . ntl. be 
reactionary policy, which would Jead posibly to disaster to the Shah i selfs and whieh 
ould also cause grave embarrassments to the to Governments if the eountry ware to 
be again plunged into anarehy and disorder. He thonght that a joint warning inight 
gonraye by the two Representatives to.the Shah personally, to tho effect. that ‘lista 
‘overnments relied upon him to falfl his engagements and to eonvoke an Awsembly « 
the date whieh had been fixed He believed that @ Special Commission was Arca 
studying au electoral lay, ancl therefore it was not advisable, perhaps, to Coshseas 
message at the present moment, He would be glad, however, if you would take the 
ston into consieraiion, xo that when the moment arrived it Gould be earried into 
es eee seppsiered. that perlaps the slap might lhe taken on the arsval of 
Barclay, which I told him would probably be towards the end of next month 
M,‘Toluryko abjerved thal the two. Goveritvents had oen largely Instrumental fa 
procuring the departure from Persin of the Zil-es-Sultan, and the withdraval of this 
Persovage was undoubtedly » service tothe Shab, for which he should be grateful 
cog! tilt Me Teharykolf that L was sure that yotx would agree with his view, tha 
ft eins ey ot spn of enna eagle wel tn fi 
Highest degree unfortunate, and that I would have pleasure in con actin 
to you, IL you concis inthe eventual presentation of a joint remiiler of SIAN 
tbe’ sha Tivight ask M. 'Coharykoff if he would draw up the terms of a message which 
could submit to you for your observations, ae 
_. Ehave, 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 





(30054) No. 417. 


Y Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received 3 
goa) | ey—(Received August 31.) 
> " Petersburyh, August 22, 190 
sane CALLED on M. Peharghol this afternoon and informed AGRO std tr 
last seen him the Grand Vizier had given assurances that the ‘Turkish troops would be 
withdrawn from the localities whieh they had occupied to the east of te neutral zon 
Tureo-Persian frontier, and | added that the Persian Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople was satisfied with these assurances, fe eircumstaiices, porhaps the Russian 
rament would agree with His Majesty’s Government that’ there would be uo 
sssity for the British and Russian Ambassadors to take any further action the 
matter for the moment, Ml, Teharykot said that ho peroelly coneurted with this 
view, and he agreed thi ssador sie y fi 
Yew, ane agreed thet the Ambassadors should defer taking sty further steps a th 
He added that the Turkish Chargé d'Ataires had called on him thi 
: ; i 1 him this morning and 
spoken at some Yongth in tegued ito the frontier quostion, Fahreddin Bey, vii vee te 


[199] Te 
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T doubtless knew, an enthusiastic Young Turk, had told him that his Government were 
sooo tositle the frontier dificulty with Persin finally and amicably, and, not 
aly would withdraw their troops, but. would set seriously to work to delimitate and lay 
oan eer ier satisfactory to both parties. They would wish, to this end, to profit by 
the friendly mediation of the two Governments of Russia and Great Britain, wie would 
ae rers ontheir best to assist in obtaining @ solution. Tt was, Fabreddin Bey 
soared, essential that the two neighbouring Mussulman, Powers should live in the 
raat eae be bound together by the most intimate ties, and every effort should 
Hesmde by ench of them to remove all causes of difference. Tt was true that the * 
Bene ace Shiahy and the Turks Sunnis, Dut they were nevertheless both Moslems, 
and this was the main point. 2 

WL Wehargkof observed. to. me that this statement on the part of Fabreddin 
Bey breathed: the spirit of liberal Pan-tslamism, but was must, salisincory in 
respect to the frontier question, I inquired whether the Chargé 1) Affaires vay speaking 
ee anetions, ag; if m0, his observations were especially pleasing. M. ‘Teharykort 
rae ac Rahreulin Bey did not wive him to understand that, he was instructed Dy Big 
Hae ea ta Held the language which he had employed, but he did not doubt that he 
Tepresented the views of his Government, and was perhaps in a position to speak more 
Trlaly than the Geand Vizier would foel disposed to do towards the Ambassudore, 

While deferrinss any further action at Constantinople, Mf, Tebarykoff was of opinion 
nat the opportunity might be taken for the British and Russian, Representatives 98 
Hira to buake atv identi communication to the Shah narrating the new departure 
ae tran ie vttoman Government were prepared to undertake, and to explain to His 
Majesty that the felicitous change which was being effected in Turkish policy towards 
ernie aty ave to the constant efforts of the Governments of Great Britain and Russia 
vert dak aslution of the frontier difficulty, He Inid stress on the. importance of the 
te op tantention being identic, so as to once more exhibit the solidarity between the two 
Governments, 

Tall ME, ebarykof that T should be obliged if he would put his idens into the 
form oa: Memnorandam which 1 could submit to you, and L would beg leave to remark 
reer dhould be eareful not to go beyond what we were sure were the official inten= 
tions of the Ottoman Government. ‘The statements of Fahreddin Bey were most 
Hee edting but we were not assured that his Government would solieit our mediation oF 
set be prepared to advance as far as their Chargé d’AMaires had adumbrated. | We 
voaelde ca tarfectly sure and sate ground in that respect, ‘The Persian Ambassador 
a eon eens bave already informed his Government of the assurances which the 
Grand Vizier had given. 

ML Teharykolf replied that he would bear what Thad said in mind, and would let 
ine havea Memorandum in regard to the proposed communication to the Shah. 

Lhave, &c. 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 





[30055] KORE: 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 
(No. 874.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, August 22, 1908. 
[TODD M. ‘Teliarykol? that His Majesty’s Government would be disposed, should 
tho necosity arise to convoy, through the Representativesat ‘Tebran, a message 10 the 
Bhat carnive hin; that he must act up to his promises and convoke the Assembly on 
Feethato which fiad been fixed, My Government, T added, would be glad if, he would 
aeeeate Wform of communication which would be suitable to. the occasion, and 
ora d Lose no tine in submitting it to you. Tremarked that perhaps it might be as 
Walls when the two Governments had come to an agreement as to the terms of the 
very tiieation, if the anoment for its presentation were left to the two Representatives 
Voieelde as hey would be the best judges whether the cireumstances called for its 
livery. 
*rebarykolf said that he quite agreed, and would be happy to draw up ¢ drat 
of a commmurteation, He said that his object was chiefly to strengthen the Shah's 
Pande against. the ‘reactionary elements which surrounded him, and who. were 
rompting him to defer indefinitely the convocation of an Assembly. His Majesty 
eialit was sincerely desirous of observing faithfully. the Constitution, but he had 
trong forees to combat. It was to mea novel appreciation of the situation which 
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M. Toharykoff here deseribed, of a liberal-minded Shah straggling agai i 
- rn , of a E ruggling against react 
ea ‘and anxious to convoke an Assembly whose predecessor he had boa BG 
ME. Teharykoff informed me that he trusted and believed th: 
; > c a iat the troubl 
Tabreez, at present the only black spot in Persia, would shortly be olde withott 
further bloodshed. The departure of the Zil-es-Sultan to Burope would remove ono of 
tho chief causes of the recent troubles, and he had heard that the Prince, Yefore 
Teaving ‘Tehran, had thrown himself at the feet of the Shah and had assured His 
Majesty that he was his most loyal and faithful subject, and had never entertained the 
slightest desire to cause his Sovereign the lost inconvenience, 
should mention that M. Teharvkoff alluded to the necessity of increasing th 
Cossack Brigade in Persia. He said that they constituted the sav rarigauiatnss 
in the whole Empire on whom reliance could ‘be placed for the maintenance of order, 
and that 1,500 men were too few for this duty. evaded entering into this delicate 
question, but T should not be surprised if we were to hear more of it later. 
_ Lhave, &0, 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 





[30056] No, 419, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 


No, 875. Secret.) 

oe oh a St. Petersburgh, August 22, 1908. 
T MENTIONED to M. ‘Teharykof€ that 1 liad telegraphed PAR Aretca 
tho Memorandum with which T had boon furnished in respect to projeoted ailvays. in 
Persin, and that I could inform him that you were awaiting the full text, with 
interest, but that an examination into the details could not be made until October 
when the Minister of the Government had rensembled in London after their 

i. oharykoff asked what impression the Memorandum had made upon me 

told him that Twas hardly in a position to give an opinion of any SON ne 
thought that the question of a loan, in any ea aful. consideration, 
ere were many points connected with that question whieh would have to he cairo 
fully weighed, the amount of the loan, guarantees as to mode of expenditure, and 80 
forth, and naturally tho advice of M. Bizot in this matter would be of importance 
M. eliarykolf remarked that a Railway Concession without a loan might be difficult 
to obtain, as the Shah would expect to reeeive something if he were to be indueed to 
give a Concession, As it seemed inadvisable to diseuss these matters efore Tam in 
possession of the views of His Majesty's Government on the whole question, | thought 

it hotter to turn the conversation on to other subjects, iy . 

_ Thave, &e. : 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 


SS 


30062) 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received August 31.) 


(Xo. 381) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, August 2, 190 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 373 of tho 22nd in nT have ths NABER 
transmit to you herewith a draft, identic communication which M, Teharykoll suggests 
should be made to the Persian Government by the British and Russian Representatives 
at Tehran in regan to tho TurcoPorsan dispte, As he consiore that the communi 
ation should be handed in as soon as possible, T tel i 
cation should be, bane possible, I telegraphed a translation of the 

Lhave, &e, 
ned) A, NICOLSON, 

















































Tnclosure in No. 420. 





ion 





raft Identic Note communicated to Sir ‘colson by M. Teharykoff (for transmi 
jicated to Sir A. Nicolson by M. Teharykoff (fo 
Drafi d 


i int-Péters dres, ayant appris que Ie mouvement 
LES Cabinets do Saint-Pétersbourg et de Londres, ne les 
Eee een eee Turques sur le territoire Perstm, dans In direction du Lao 
@Ouroumia, continuait A se produire, ont demand } Gtre éclairés A ce sujet. par 
Fentremiso de leurs Ambassades i Constantinople. Sper ati 

Fen ea ee aatisfaction quite se trouvent A méme dinformer & Préseat 
Je Gouvemment Persin quo le Gonvemement Ottoman leur a donné les assurances les 

T i énétré sur terri 
 formelles que Tes troupes Turquos qui ont pénétré sur le territo n 

Fo ete aie comme devant otre Fobjet dune délinnitation sero Eappe 
fotard, ot que la Porte est résolue A arriver & uno solution amicale des di 


















Perse 
in por 





t ce qui préeddo i Ja connaissance du Ministire des Affaires Etrangéres 

do Si Majesté To Sehaly hn Lésation de Russie de In G ante Bretage) se nite 
-Gouvert Porsan continnera ti user, de son c6td, de la modération né 

ae le Gonernement Pgrsan continuera user, de son ts ola modieytion Nese 


t pourra, dis lors, aboutir, sans la mé \ L 
olution délinitive Wo son litige de fron le Gouvernement Ottoman. 
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(30067) No, 421, 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No, 386.) 
Sir, 





St, Petersburgh, August 27, 1908. 

ith copy of an aidesménoire which I hay 
i al to the exchange of telegrap 
s, chiefly for technical reasons, 









1 HAVE the honour to transmit hen 
received from the Ministry for Foreign Affa 
a aa aa fd and Nasratabad, and British 
signallors at Meshe and ‘Vehran 5 Mu fe Inka in_anathe paragraph that cach 
Government should withdrayy from the zone of the other their mechanicians and 
inspectors, 1 ‘only telegeaphists properly so-called. ‘There is @ curious hint 
alah lst earn ontour sien, that-ench. Power should. complete witha all 
tmployés from, the zone of the other, we shoud logically have to withdraw British 
tinpiopés on that, section of the Tnvdo-Europenn ine which passes through, 
Russian zone, This no doubt is inserted to exercise a litte gentle pressure upon us 

ie question, in fev onls is now whether we should continue to insist on the 
thdra;val of all Russian sigualers, &e,, both from the termini and the intermediate 
ns on our portion ofthe Seisitn Ling, or whether we should eonsent to permit 
Trusian signaller to remain at Birjand and another at Nasratabad, | ‘This 
which Lean only respectfully leave to be desided by author 
aug with the Rossin request, i will be desiable to, em 
vhi y be rt agres vi rN 
Ta ton and! that, only to. British sighallers remain at the 
“Mesh chan respeetively, and only two Russian signallers at Birjand 

ns it would’ be better also to specify in. the 

veenent the Q ) Russian and BYitish signallers should have 
Aveuss to the offices of the other; and, in fact, I should be grateful if L night be 
furnished witha dealt Arrangement drawn up by those expert in such matters whic 
Fa ee areal tg know what progress has been made at Tehran a 
to obtaining the con: sian Government in principle to the an 
T would submit that perhaps an inquiry might be made by telegraph. Ir would 


well to have the question finally se 





























































ly in any Arrangement 
all. employés, such as 
















asratabad 1 
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Inclosure in No. 421. 


Aide-mémoire, 


LE Ministre Impérial des Affaires Etrangdres n’a pas manqué de soumettre 4 nn 
examen attentif la proposition du Gouvernement, Britannique concernant V'échange 
des lignes télégraphiques de MéchedTéhéran et de Méched-Scistan et formant 
Yobjet de la note de Mr. O’Beirne du 9 (22) Mai, année courante. 

Cotte proposition tend 4 Vétablissement d’un régime selon lequel le Gouverne- 
ment Britannique s'engagerait & retirer tous ses employés télégraphiques do la ligne 
MeéchedTéhéran et de la section Méched-Khat de la ligne Méched-Seistan; tandis 

sie consentirait, de son coté, & faire de méme par rapport & la section Khat- 
ail de la dernidre de ces lignes. Le Cabinet de Londres ajoute que, le cas 
raphistes respectifs devraient étre chargés de la transmission prompte 
‘grammes expédiés par leur entremise par les Agents et les sujets de 
Paissances, Le Gouvernement Britannique fait observer, en outre, 
Arrangement répondrait plus strictement 4 Vesprit de la Convention du 
) Aoit, 1907, ot servirait A Geaxter tout motif de différend, 
ce propos le Gouv. voit pouvoir prétendre que le régime 
actuellement en vi stan n'a, de sa connaissance, pr 
i wucun inconvé éde malentendus quant & ta répartition des 
usses et Anglais et if 
onséquence, il semblerait que état des choses établi pourrait, étre maintenn 
sans aucune crainte qu'il puisse nuire en quoi que ce soit aux intérits 
respectifs de VAngleterre ct de la Russie, Il reste toutefois sousentendu que 
maintion n’exelut pas la nécessité pour chucun des Gouyernements de rappeler ses 
mécaniciens et ses surveillants de Ia zone réservée i Vautre par VAmangement. du 
18 (31) Aoit, 1007, et de n der que des télégraphistes proprement dits, Ainsi, 
verait les deux télégraphistes qui se trouvent actuellement aux 
points extrémes de la ligne Méched-1'¢héran, et In Russie continuerait Xen avoir un i. 
Nousratabad et Pautre A Birdjand. 
noter, entre autres, que malaré In révoeution d 
nes Téhéran-Meéched et Mé haf, il en resterait quand méme quelques- 
uns dans la. sphdre réservée 4 la Russie par 1a Convention du 18 (31) Aont, 1907, 
tant donné qu’une partie du télégraphe Indo-Européen traverse la zone Russe, ot 
que, par conséquent, Vidée exprimée dans ln note de Mr, O'Beimne du 9 (22) Mai de 
rotirer complétement tous les employés télégraphiques de chacune des Puissances de 
here de Pautre ne saurait. étre 1é le soul fait de ta réyocation des 
graphistes Angl nes, 
En outre, les sujet ousratabad et Birdjand se trouyeraient p) 
de la révocation des télégraphistes Russes de ces deux points, dans des vondi 
moins favorables qu’ présent, vu qu’ils seraient priv 
es en langue et enractdres Russes, le 
ac. Ly aurait également des inconvénients pour les Anglais dans 
Ia sphire Russe, car, bien que nos employés soient iv mémo de transmettre des 
télégrammes en caractires Latins, ils pourfaient facilement en alté ns, Te 
npaissint point V'Anglais, Cet état des choses ne manquerait pas dentrainer, de 
part et @antre, des plaintes bien fondées et des fréquentes réelamations, 

Les con ions ci-dessus Cnoneées portent le Gouvernement Impérial A exoire 
que le maintien des télégraphistes Russes 1 Nousratabad et Birdjand, ainsi que coux 
de 'Angloterre it Méched ot Téhéran, serait de Ia plus grande utilité pour les deux 

conséquence le Ministre Impérial ne saurait se départir du point 

dans son aide-mémoire du 30 Mars, année courante, eest-deiire qu'il 

Je régime le plus équitable & adopter par rapport aux lignes ‘'éhéran— 

an serait Vabandonner la premiére clles, ainsi que la 

-Khaf de la seconde, 1 l'Administration Russe ave admission au 

A des heures fixes des télégraphistes Anglais & Téhéran ot 

Méched, tandis que la section Khaf-Méched ressortitait. de l'Administrution Anglaise 

aux mémes conditions quant & admission des télégraphistes Russes au servieo de 
cette ligne. 

Le Gouvernement Impérial aime A espérer que le Cabinet de Londres youdra bien 
apprécier 2 leur juste valeur les considérations ci-dessus expos: 

Saint-Pétersbourg, le 18 (26) doit, 1908. 
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employés Anglais ne conn 






























de vue expo 






























[1599] 
























296 


In connection with M. Isvolsky’s remarks with regard to the withdrawal of the 
‘Austro-Hungarian officers and the attitude of Austria-Hungary towards the Young 
‘Turk movement, Lhave the honour to inclose herewith a translation by Mr. Crackan- 
thorpe of a lea ¢ subjects. 








ig article in the “Neue Freie Presse” dealing with thi 
T have, &. 
(Signed) W. E. GOSCHEN. 





(80355) No. 424. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 







(Telegraphic, 
YOUR telog 
Your amendments to propose 


St. Petersburgh, August 31, 1908. 
tant, ‘Turco-Persian frontier. 
identic communication meet with M. Teh 








-ykoff’s 








appro. With a view to losing as little time as possible he suggests that the 
Tibassies at Constantinople and’ the Legations at ‘Tehran should be informed by 








iclograph of the identic communication to be made, but that the Representatives at 
‘Tohran should be told that, a3 Embassies wore being consulted, they were not to 
presout it pending further instructions, rykoll said that the Governments 
ould thereby be enabled to obtain their respective Embassy's opinion as to th 
wording of the communication tallying with the facts of the case. 

Tu conclusion, M.'Teharykoll informed me that he had received as : 
the newly appointed Turkish Ambassadors, who had just arrived here, that the Turkish 
troops should be withdrawn, and that every effort would be made to arrive at an 
amicable gottlement of the question. 




























(80356) No. 425. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
ne ate F St. Petersburgh, August 31, 1908, 


YC 





IR telegram No, 327 of the 20th instant respecting Turkish escort for 





Pabr 








he 
Tlearn from M. Teharykolt 
from the Rus 

Russian Minister there before givi 
Emus ing that tho pres 
familly. ag possible to the Pen 
stroniely if the Porte would be prepared to 
to think that, take an 
Inring local pressure to hoar on the! 
but after having heard from Russian MM 


Die 
Legation at Tehran, He would therefore wish to make inqui 








'3 to the proposed instructions to 
wnt desire of the Ottoman Government is to be as 
Jurykolf personally. doubts 
Such a proposal, He is inclined 
wtinople, it might be preferable to 
assy at Tehran to drop the matter, 
ister at ‘Tehran he wi his final opinion, 
































(30357) No. 126. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Hdhward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 





(No. 155.) 
(Deloseraph 





St. Petersburgh, August 31, 1908. 
MY dospatel No. instant roxarding Shah and bly. 

‘ext of identic communication which it is proposed that Russian and British 
Representatives at Tehran should make to Shai is as follow 


“6 His Majesty the Shah has made known his intention of shortly publishing the 
now Rowalutions concerning the approaching legislative elections the Mi 
Tissia (British Chargé d'Aifaires) considers, in conformity with the instructions. fro 

nt, and without in any way wishing to intervene in the internal affairs of 
A. that it would be very desirable and opportune in the interests of the definitive 
pacification of the country and of trade, and of the general prosperity, that His Maj 
The Shah would be pleased at the same time to announce that his decision to mainta 
















































Not printed, 
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the organic laws which he has granted to his Empire is irrevocable, and that the 
Assembly about to be elected will meet at Tehran on the 14th November.” 


The Shah had quite recently told the Russian Minister—so M. Tcharykoff 
explained to me—that it was his intention to shortly publish the regulation for the 
new elections, As: ister for Foreign Affairs considers that British and 
Russian Representatives might now be placed in possession of proposed communication, 


which could then be made at the time and in the form which they considered most 
appropriate for the step. 














[30350] No, 427. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 246.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 


1 received yesterday thvee telegrams from His Majesty's Consul-General at Urumia, 
of which following is general sens 


If the Pe 





Constantinople, August 81, 1908, 


















f n and ‘Turkish Commissioners intend to resume local negotiations it is 
ntial that they should setile tho principles on which they intend to conduct. thom. 
The alleged ancient frontier which Sir C, Spring-Rico, describes in, his despatch No, 284 
of the 9th November, 1906, is claimed by the ‘Turkish Commissioner, who refuses to 
recognize either zone or status quo. Ho says that the Persian Government haye already 
been warned to respect the frontier. ‘Turkish Commissioner has recoiyed orders, 10 


return to , of which he i He left Urumia on the 27th instant, lea 
Daniel Pasha in charge of the Commission, 















(80359) No, 428. 


eee Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 285. 


(Welegraphie.) P. Tehran, August $1, 1908, 
NATIONAL Bank. Your telegram No, 265 of the 27th instant, : 
In the discussions of financial affairs which T have had with the Russian Minister 
and the Financial Advisor the question of the National Bank lias not even beon 


mentioned, and there has been nothing but speculative discussion on the subjee 
n the French and Russian Minister : SGEke oes 


M. Lecomte is ved that by proventing 
conganizing the finan 
















vasteful expenditure such a bank 
s of the country, 





Tt appears that M. Le 
fas he was approached by 3 
ban 


n talking at random about the scheme, 
regard to the question of manag 





ship of the 






Anglo-Russian aus 
Provided effe 





io exclude Ger 


«d through Persians indirectly to the bank. Panna eapitalny ial 


might be adyani 





Following is very confidential :— 
M. de Hartwig is telegraphing to St. Petersburgh again, complaining 
M, Lecomte’s attitude. He is much annoyed with him for having eae 
reported a proposal to his Government which has scarcely reached the stage of 
academic discussion. He also accuses him of indiserect loquacity, which is caletlated 
to arouse the German Legation to embarrassing activity. 
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[30448] N 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No, 286.) 
(Lelegraphic.) P. Tehvan, August 81, 1908. 
RUROG-PERSIAN frontior. Constantinople telegram No. 242, last paragraph. 

MM. de Hartwig and I concur in view expres 








[30360] No. 430. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No, 287.) 
(Welegraphie.) P. Tehran, August 31, 1908. 

TORMUZ oxide, Your telegram No, 228 of the 20th instant, 

‘his morning L received a visit from Moin, who came to say that you had told 
fosers: Ellinger that a German offer of 400,001. hind been made for. the Concession. 
Te adiled that the yaluo of the Concession did not even approach this figure. Moin 
vent on to say that the Shak would not give the Concession to the Germans, as he 
Tad been warned by tho Russian Legation not to allow the Germans to acquire it. 

Tn reply, 1 pointed out to Moin that his possession of the Concession would be 
scoured by ihe formation of a British Company, but he was plainly averse to the 
proposal.” He suid he would discuss it with Ellinger when in Europe, where he is 
eine shortly... From Chis it would appear that he is confident of Keeping. possession 
pelle Conerssion but is anxious to have British support, {t is my belief that he 
rants to keep the business entirely in his own hands, and that, while he docs not wish 
Voaive us any hold over him by forming « British Company, he would probably 
Tositate to make « permanent arrangement with the Germans, which would be counter 


to the Shah’s wishes 

















































{30361} No. 31. 
ward Grey—(Received August 81.) 





Mr. Marling to Sir 


P, Tehran, August 81, 1908. 
RSBURGI telegram No. 150 respecting Turco-Persian frontier. 

Piva shown M, de Hartwig text of communication, but he has not received it 
yet from St, Petersburgh. ‘The phrase without the mediation of Tew and Great 
vtain is in our opinion to be deprecated, as in case of difficulties with the Porte the 
Yersian Government would bo encouraged to look elsewhere, M. de Harlwisy 
yooor, recalls Chat tho Russian Ambassador at Constantinople received a promise 
Foeeelhe Grand Vizier that the mediation of the two Powers would be invoked by 
‘urkey. 


With a change of one figure “without” ean be altered to ‘‘with.” Has there 
Yeon an error in transmission ¢ 


























y 
80040) No, 432. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 882.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, August 31, 1908. 
ESCORT for Turkish Consulate at Tabreez, 
Plenso inform Russian Government of the substance of Sir G. Lowther’s telegram 
No. 245 of the 30th instant, and say that it will now not be necessary to send the 
proposed instructions to the Ambassadors of the two Powers at Constantinople, 
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[29799] No. 433, 


ie Sir Bdvard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(elegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, Au 
ar i 31, 1908. 
AWILIL Faforence to the telegram No. 242 of the 28th instant from Constantinoy 
caer ne Of the Tareo-Persian frontier dispute, ig aS 
__ think the suggestion contained in the last paragraph is a wise one, but we will 
join the Russion Government in making the communicati fea tUe AGRI 
modifications, if they still consider it cee, sie ons ee Svea 





[29764] No. 434, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, foreig ust 31, 19 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey i BET ea, 
letter of the 24th instant, requesting that: His Majesty’s Chargé WA ffaires ane 
may be instructed to bring the necessary pressure to bear on the Persian Government 
toallow the consiretion o your Company's she ‘at Shellilich to proceed. By 
‘am to inform you, in’ reply, that. a copy of your letter willl he forward 
Mr, Marling for such otion as he may Bnd it posible | ukaaontinn oe 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLE?, 




















(30454) No. 435. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 1.) 


India Office, August: 

ter dated the 26th August, 1908, as hs realest Parcel 
wuropean ‘Telegraph Department of the telegraph line from Borasjun to 
} id ected by the Secretary of State for India to inform you that 
the necessary instructions, on the lines of his Memorandum, have now been tele- 
graphed to th Dirstor at Keban by the Diretorin-hiet of tho Dopartment at this 





















Tam, &o, 
igned) COLIN G, CAMPBELL, 





[30427] 


The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(Received September 1.) 








Ps 8, Selte's Hall Carty Gannon Stret 
» 7 London, August 31, 1908, 
T HAVE the honour to reply to your letter of the 26th instant mates 
ropes repr to the Godar bridge on the Aliwaa-Tafahan road, i 
The estimate made in Ahyvay of the sum required for the repai 
the Consulting Engineer here, is obviously defective, We abe HRT 
specifleation before manufacturers who offered to supply the material for 100, ools 
tuid appliances for executing the work, and froight; will make the total cost at Ahws 
about 200 ss we have already stated. ‘: ni 
Ve are of opinion that the course proposed i a o 24th instant is 

dest course to adopt in the interests of ee ee 

appears to us that Captain Lorimer must he under isapprohenston i 
egerd tt fur oonaeaton With the AUwas-Iatausnosd | tha ad wae UME by Os foe 
account of the Chiefs without remuneration or profit of any kind—for the 6 IBGits 
interest payable to us on the debt does not constitute a profitable Raion Con ter 
capital employed in this way. We have incurred an additional expenditure of i 
which the Chiefs have hitherto refused to recognize. OF a Nears 






































‘The Khang receive the whole revenue obtained from the road. ‘They starve 
irs, yet even if they expended a proper part of the revenue on repairs, they would 
still be deriving a large profit from the road. ae f 

We have the right to demand that the road which is security for our advance of 
capital shall be kept in repair, and this is more in the interests of the Khans than of 
ourselves, for if the road fails their revenue disappears, and they will have to pay 
thein debt to us from other sources. 

‘We thorefore fail to understand Captain Lorimer when he states that the offer of 
4,000 tomans for the work now necessary is generous, and that it would be a mistake 
‘on our part to refuse it. It is not generous in the Khans to pay 200/. in order to 
‘obtain a revenue of 8,000/. or more, nor is it right that w should agree to’ spend 2001, 
of their money if that sum will not suflice to do the work properly. 

Whilst the kchans are re ¢ revenue from the road far in excess of any 
expenditure needed in the repairs we think this Company should not be required to 
share in the expense of these repairs from which it receives no profit. 

ihe only operation in connection with the road which is capable of yielding any 
profit at all that of forwarding goods; and this business is open to any one who 
Tay choose to, employ capital in it, Whe return, however, from this source is 
inadequate for the risk and labour involved. 



































T have, &. 
(For H. M. Maclean), 
(Signed) JN, R., Secretary. 





(80459) No. 137. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 





eee) P. St, Petersburgh, September 1, 1908. 
{Ml MARLING’S telogram No. 288 of the Bist ultimo: Turco-Persian frontier. 

M, Tehurykolt, whom. 1 had asked why he had inserted the phrase ‘without the 
mediation of Russia and Gres in,” gave me the following explanation, He said 
that he had inserted this phrase for the express. purpose of indicating that, in case of 
neod, the modiation was in the background. He hoped, however, that the frontier 
question would be golved without ity arising of having recourse to this 

Thi 




































[80457] No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 1.) 









No, 
(age Ps Tehran, September 1, 1908. 
ILL Majesty's Vieo-Consul at Tabreez reports by telegraph that the authorities 
at Tehran evidently do not realize the gravity of the situation in Tabreez, which 
‘eontinues to get wors ovens states that he hus good reason for believing that 
the revolutionary pir encouraged to continue the struggle by the Turkish. 
Consul-General,” ‘Che revolutionaries will listen to no terms of peace unless the 
Constitution is guaranteed, elections ordered, and the Parliament reassembled. They 
have completely lost. con in the ‘he forces of the Nationalist 
party are now 10,000, Yesterday the Loval Assembly appointed a Committee. to 
obtain funds from all Christians to aid i i the daily expenses towards keeping 
up the struggle, and Armenian reyolutionaties are being pressed to take an active 
put. 
Ap 
revolutionaries 



























sning has been reevived by Mx, Stevens not to go out alone, as, the 

erate, they have determined to kill a foreigner or a Christian 
and'so bring about European intervention. ie 
‘-Consutl states that the sooner the Shah informs ‘Tabreez of his intention to 
onler olections, if he really does intend to do so, the better, the revolutionary leaders 
Being too deeply involved’ to abandon the struggle now. Viee-Consul is of opinion 
that all Christians and Europeans may find themselves in imminent danger at any 
moment, as great excitement has prevailed during the last fow days. nea 
‘A joint representation to the Shah seems desirable, and Tam suggesting this 

fo Russian Mi 
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(30503) No. 439. 
Mr. Marling to Sir C. Hardinge.—(Received September 2.) 


My dear Hardinge, Gailahek, August 14, 1908, 

LINCLOSE herewith a document, furnished to me by Lorimer while he was here 
on dentist leave, respecting the possibility of the Oil Syndicate wishing to extend 
their operations, and raising various points which would require careful examination in 
such an event, more especially as regards communications and means of transport. I 
think if you could communicate a copy to the Syndicate iv would greatly help them in 
appreciating some of the problems with which they may be confronted, and suggest 
means by which they may be solved. ‘The question is undoubtedly one that merits 
their most earnest consideration, but as it concerns them practically exclusively I 
thought it better not to write officially on the subject, but to send it on to you for such 
action as you think best. 











Yours, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 439, 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 27.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 28, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith for your information a Memorandum 
dealing with certain matters which will come up for consideration should the Concessions 
Syndicate contemplate extending their operations in South-West Persia, more particularly 
in the direction of Pusht-i-Kuh, ‘That this contingency may shortly arise appears to be 
the opinion of Mr, Reynolds, the Syndicate’s General Manager in Arabistan, as he has 
privately asked for my opinion on yarious of the points dealt with in the attached 
Memorandum. 

2. As Mr. Reynolds’ present engagement with the Syndicate expires at the end of 
the current month, it would eom more regular, ahould Tt be. considered udvisablo to 
cominunicate with’ the Syndicate on this subject, to do so direct with the Directors. 1 
would therefore suggest that, if judged likely to be of use, a copy of the inclosed 
Memorandum should be handed to Mr. D'Arcy. 

T venture to avail myself of the present occasion to draw attenticn to the fact 
that if the route favoured in my note is adopted, it will, on the section from Ahwaz to 
Shush, some 60 miles, coincide with what is generally regarded as the most, suitable 
alignment for the Ahwaz-Khurramabad=Tehran road, the Concession for which is resting 
unexploited in the hands of the Persian Transport Company. 

Should the Concessions Syndicate eventually decide on making use of this route, it 
might be worth while to ascertain whether the ‘Transport Company would feel disposed to 
construct this section of the road, which would serve to bring Ahwaz into dire 
connection with Dizful, ‘This route would be some 40 miles shorter than that vid 
Shushter at present in use. 

4, The difheulty which interferes with the employment of the shorter route is the 
permanent state of insecurity in which it is involved, Mhis condition of affairs would 
have to be remedied in the interests of the Concessions Syndicate, ‘This fact is an 
argument of some potence in favour of the ‘Transport Company now undertaking work 
on this first instalment of their Concession, 

Tt is true that they would probably secure little return on their capital from native 
traffic, but this is a general feature of all such enterprises in Persia, and for some years 
they could presumably count on some income from the Syndicate, unless, indeed, the 
latier are exempted from the payment of road taxes, on which point 1 am unable to 
speak from memory, 

‘The Ahwaz trade with Dizful and the districts fed from the latter, Eastern Pusht-i- 
Kuh and Southern Luristan, would also probably undergo some expansion, 

Tt may also be argued that the fact that the ‘Transport Company had taken what 
action was possible in regard to the Concession, which has been allowed so long to lie 
fallow, would strengthen our case in pressing on the Persian Government to take 
effective steps to alter the state of affairs, which interferes with the enjoyment of the 
Concession as a whole. 


[1599] 4 
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5. Phere is said to be a promising “show” of oil at Qilab, 30 or 40 miles north of 
Dizful, seers Ditekwend country, and should the Syndieate's operations in Pasht-i-Kuh 
prove remunerative, a favourable conjunction of affairs, or a development in the policy 
of His Majesty's Government, might make it possible to negotiate for the throwing open 
of this oil-field and at the same time of the road to Khurramabad. oe 

"Phe greater the aggregation of our interests in this quarter the more possible is it 
for us to exert pressure on the Persian Government, and the greater the amount of fun 
available for expenditure in the district the greater the Hope af a less hostile, perhaps 

ven of an obsequious, attitude on the part of the loeal tribes. 
orem it later uvpument, however, eannot be regarded as passing beyond the bounds of 
ious conjecture, te fh 
very iirc statishment of security on the route will entail the provision of policing 
arrangements, presumably by the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and the cost of these will not 
he ineonsiderable, . It therefore seems that every possible advantage ought to be taken 
of the security resulting therefrom, Reference to the introduction of poli asa 
Will recall to your recollection the policy formerly suggested of subsidizing the Sheikh 
1 for his protecting the routes of Arabistan, which was strongly urged on its on 
merits, and as & means of strengthening our relations with the Sheikh, by Sir A. Hardinge 
in oespateh addressed by him to His ‘Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
22, dated the Ist July, 1004, : Sed 
aot ‘ne pois With which we have just been dealing would also, if realized, 
work in very directly with the scheme for the institution of a trade route between Ahwaz 
tnd Kermanshiah, whieh has recently been brought on the tapis by Captain Haworth, 

































His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Kermanshat, and whieh is now under the consideration 
of Government, 
Thave, &e, Ae 
(Signed) D. L, R. LORIMER, Captain, Indian Army, 


His Britannic. Majesty's Vice-Consul for 
Arabistan, 


——— 
Inclosure 2 in No. 439, 


Memorandum on certain Considerations relating to the Eatension of the Operations of the 
Oil Syndicate in South-West Persia, 


‘bility of the C yndieate extending its operations to 

< view of the possibility of the Concessions Syndicate extending its operations 
the adcRakly in Pouite-Kul and in, other regions in South-West Persia, it may be 
tensidered advisable that the following considerations should be put on record for the 

information of the §; 7 : 
satoryasii locality at which it would seem most probable that farther operations 
would be initiated is the Deh Turan neighbourhood in the territory of the Wali of 
PushteiKuh, 
OF the possibil 
improbably more favourable than, the e 
tain little doubt. A \ fi 
enteracopting this probability, it will be suficient at present to restrict our attention to 
reliminary matters. ke * a‘ 
aK queieen ‘of the transport of material to the site at once occurs to mind, and is 

‘one of some complexity -— 















r «an Agreement from the Wali analogous to, and not 
Yor file thaus the existing Agreement with the Bakhtiari, 1 





Firstly, there isthe question of choice of route; 

Secondly, of the protection of that route; and : x 

Thirdly. that of the means of transport which i would be possible and advisable 
to employ. 


3, With regard to the first of these, the choice available appears to be— 
‘The route vit Shushter and Dizful, used by existing traffic. 
£3 ‘An alignment starting from Aminiah (on the right bank of the Karun, 
opposite Bandar Nasiri) and proceeding up the tract lying between the Diz and 
kha Rivers, : 
a ye 5 routes would presumably cross the latter river at the spot on the 
DizfulAmara route known as Pa-iPul, some 14 miles to the west of Dizful town. 
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Here, according to the season, is a ford or ferry, which is, to the best of my knowledge, 
favoured by all caravans which have to negotiate the Karkha in this neighbourhood, 

OF the tract beyond this point, which would be common to either of the general 
routes mentioned above, 1 have no personal knowledge, and my second-hand information 
regarding it is neither precise nor extensive, Front my experience, however, of the 
country immediately to the north and nearer the main range of hills, which may be 
assumed to be more difficult, I would not imagine that there should be any very serious 
obstacles to the construction of a track suitable for wheeled tratfie. From the map it 
would appear that the Dawairij River and its affluents would have to be crossed in their 
upper courses, and it is not improbable that in the rainy season these might temporarily 
cause inconvenience, 

4, The Karkha is a river of considerable volume, and was difficult to ford on horse- 
back a few miles higher up in the month of June. Pa-i-Pul is undoubtedly a more 
favourable crossing place, but in winter it is, I understand, always, or generally, only to 
he crossed by raft 

The questio 
merit investigation, 

5. To return to the initial portion of the route from Ahwaz, that proceeding vid 
Shushter is open to very serious objections. ‘These obj in_my opinion, may be 
considered as decisive. I cannot imagine that il would be considered practicable to 
transport the Syndicate’s plant across the Gargar and Shatait Rivers, but of this 
Mr, Reynolds, the Syndicate’s General Manager, is in a better position to form a just 
opinion than I, and when it comes to deciding on the exact trace to be followed 
numerous minor problems will undoubtedly occur to his mind, 3 

In the case of the Diz, River, a similar difficulty presents itself. It is true that this 
river is spanned by a bridge, but the bridge is only accessible through the narrow, 
streets of the town, and it is quite unequal to bearing such as the O, S, L's requirements 
necessitate, 

6, Turning to the alternative route, that passing up between the courses of the Diz 
and Karkha Rivers, I am again hampered in expressing an opinion by not having 
actually travelled over it, This route was, however, traversed and reported on by. 
Major Burton, L.A, in the beginning of 1904, but I have not seen his Report. 

Owing to the insecurity of this tract of country it is practically closed to all but 
the Arabs inhabiting it, and it is difficult to obtain information regarding its physical 
aspects sulliciently definite to be of any value, é 

It may, however, be considered as certain that the ground throughout is flat 
alluvial plain, liable to become extremely heavy-going in wet weather; that at some 
point the Shaur, or thetwo branches into which it divides, would have to be crossed, and 
that the marshes into which the surplus water of the Shaur finds its way would have to 
be avoided or negotinted, ‘The course of the Shaur is, I believe, narrow and trench 
like, and bridging it and any of the irrigation canals which might be struck would not 
present any serious engineering difficulties, 

7. From Shush onwards, to my own knowledge, the land is largely cultivated, and 
the higher waters of the Shaur might again be found to cross the alignment, as well as 
the Hurmushi Canal, which takes off from the Karklia below Pa-i-Pul, 

On this section iam of opinion that it would probably be impossible to avoid 
having to take up a considerable quantity of cultivated or culturable land in order to 
obtain a suitable roadway, 

8, ‘The question of the possibility of using motor instead of animal transport has 
been mooted by Mr. Reynolds, Being destitute of all technical knowledge of the 
requirements of motor vehicles, I do not know what degree of rond-building would be 
necessary to enable them to cross the alluvial plains of Arabistan, with whose charac. 
teristics in wet weather those who have served the Syndicate in Arabistan are sufficiently 
well acquainted, 

For metalling: purposes soft sandstone is available in a ridge which strikes across 
the Diz River at Kut Bendar (about 80 miles in a straight line to the south-east. of 
Dizful), Similar material isavailable at Aminiab, and presumably at the Al Khadhar 
hills, which are just visible from Ahwaz, 

Tt is open to fair conjecture that the route after crossing the Karkha might be 
alignable over firm gravel or conglomerate soil, of which the plaius lying on. the 
Luristan-Arabistan border and, to the west, the low hills outside the main. Pushtei- 
Kuh range appear, so far as my personal observation has extended, to be largely 
composed, 

‘9, Granted the adoption of the route which I have just been discussing, and the 








of the practicability of a bridge of the swinging pontoon type might 
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employment of motor transport or trafic, it would perhaps be worth while considering, 
Saree of the inevitably high initial expenditure on motors and the high rates of 
freight obtaining on the Karun, whether the head of the road should not be earried back 
to Mohammerah, - 

Tn this way the troubles of transhipment and the delay frequently experienced 
in the forwarding of heavy material by ship to Ahwaz would be avoided. 

10. [have omitted to advert to the question of water supply. 

[tolieve that from Mohammerah to the Karkha at Pa-i-Pul no difficulty would be 
encountered in obtaining fresh water at any season, Beyond the Karkha, I know that 
the supply of fresh water on several stages of the route to Amara is deficient or 
Jacking.” “Leannot specify the exact stages, but it is rather to be feared*that: the 
question might arise in the threo stages or so which lie between the Karkha and 
Deh Luran. 

11, Passing to the second main question, that of the rendering secure of the route 
chosen, we are confronted by the real crux of the situation. 

‘Aw Lhave alteady rejected the alternative presented by the Shushter-Dizful route, 
it is unecessnry to refer to that route in this connection, beyond calling attention to 
the fact that from Shusht onwards on the south route, and trom ‘onwards on the 
northern one, the problem of protection is one and the same. 

Folloning up the southern route from its commencement, the seetion, between 
Mohammerah and Aminial presents in normal times no serious dangers. It is equally 
uncontestable, however, that on oceasions when the Bani Turuf are up in arms, or the 
other tribes of the Haviza tribe are in agitation, the route here would be liable to the 
i of raiding parties from that quarter, 

‘The Sheikh of Mohammeral: would certainly insist on the necessity of protective 
arrangements, which would have to be on a seale involv We could 
neither deny the necessity nor repudiate our liability for the expen 

‘This expense would have to be balanced against the presumable saving on 




































freight, 

12, Phe same conditions obtain in a much accentuated form in the ease of the 
Aminigh-Pa-i-Pul section, 

Tesides passing through the territory of several Arab tribes who have never 
Deon habituated to exercise self-restraint when chances of plunder offer themselves, 

iMvese tribes, moreover, are inimical to each other, and this circumstance is 
obviously an nduitional menace to sceurity. Further, it may be remarked that these 
fovident tribes are administratively divided between the Mohammerah Governorship and 
The Shusliter and Diztul districts, which are ordinarily combined to form the charge of 
the Goyemor of Arabistan (so-called * Shuster”). 

Hetween Shush and Pa-iePul the country has a more mixed population, which 
includes axa rule, among other disturbing elements, a portion of the unruly and 





























internally-divided Sagwand tribe of Lurs. 
Throughout its course this section is liable to the incursion of non-resident Arab 






predatory tribes, most of whom, having a ready asylum in ‘Durkish territory, are pa 
Tinly diffielt of control, ‘The only person who is capable of making. and maintal 
the necessary arrangements is the Sheikh of Mohammerah, Of hisability to do so as far 
fas Shush [entertain little doubt, but questioned his power and willingness unaided to 
undertake responsibility beyond that pot. 

‘he solution of this problem is by no means patent, and cannot be arrived at by any 
off-hand declaration. 

‘combination between the Sheikh and the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh is conceivable, 
and it further strengthened by the good-will and moral support of the Governor or 
Governors of Arabistan and Luristan, would probably be the most effective instrument 
for our purposes. 

here is, under © circumstances, no reason, I believe, to call in question the 
ability of the Wali to extend a sufficient measure of protection to the property and 

ions of tie Syndicate once within his own borders, ie, to the west of the Karkha 





























x, to be remembered that polities and conditions in all this region 
are v find are at all times largely bound up in individual personaliti 
‘Mhe death of the Wali would, for instance, probably produce @ profound effect, sucl 
fas would not result in the Bakhtiari country from the demise of halfa-dozen of the 
Khans 


hough 








this is the ease, the Syndicate should not allow themselves to be 
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dinenurazed from enfeing on work on this side, shoudl business coserntone 
justify it. 

“With our position in Pushti-Kuh consolidated, and the route as far as Dizful and 
Pai-Pul rendered secure, it might eventually become possible to contemplate what 
could be done towards throning open the Qilab oil-ield to the operations of the 
Syndicate, but for the meantime this contingeney may be considered as remote. 

Li. ‘he third of the main questions detailed in paragraph 2 above, namely, the 
nature of transport which it would be possible to employ, has already been dealt w th go 
far as it is in my competence to do so. 

Briefly, [ surmise that from Aminiah to Pa-iPal no obstacle prohibitive to motor 
traffic would be encountered, but that the construction of a number of culverts. or 
small brides would probably be necessary; and that in wet weather ‘the clayey nature 
of ho soi abn other pais of Arabian, woul contute a drawbwek i a snmetled 
road. 

‘The traversing of the route by the Karkha would probably preclude the establish 
ment of a through motor service from Ahwaz to the site of work; and. on the adapte 
ability of the country beyond the Karkha to motor trafic, it is not possible tor me at 
this stage to make a definite pronouncement, though I think that there is litile reason 
for assuming the existence of any prohibitive difficulties. 

15, With regard to tive possibility of work being undertaken at Kai Kaus, Basht 
and Zaitun, | have not scen these localities, and cannot offer any information of a 






































difficulties trom the political point of view, 
ing Lur tribes (principally Kuhgalu, | 


At Zaitun difficult 


of this sort should not, I think, arise, but this would depend 
to some extent on tle 


ict situation of ‘the borings, 





igned) DL, Re LORIMER, Captain, Indian Army, 
His Britannic. Majesty's Vice-Consul. for 
Arabistan, 


Gulahek, July 27, 1908. 








(30556) No, 440. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 2.) 
Sir, 4 India Office, September 1, 190 
I AM directed by the oF Salas toc Tali soaslancelates tia a of 





[yourletter, dated the 26th ultimo, inclosing copy of a letter fro the Bourd of ‘Tx 
a ue constitution aud standing of the fim of Mes i Ali Auta and oe 
Limited), who are desirons of obtaining from the Persian Gi nent a Conce 5 
extract rel oxide on the Island of 8 Saas 
Viscount Morley observes that tho amount of capital held in. the C 
; : pital. held 9 Co by 
persons with English names is proportionately small, but. that t vitae 
Teported on, doing business in London aud Manchest pat tho fm aro wl 
Having regard to the assurances whieh the Company h 
no reason to doubt that His Majesty's Government may saf 
towards their application to the Persian Government. — 
Fam, &, 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 


























ve given, Lord Morley secs 
y adopt a neutral attitude 












(80568) No. 441, 





Messrs. Strick and Co, to Foreign Office —(Ieceived September 2.) 


Baltic House, Leadentail Street, Lon 

Dear Mr, Mallet, ‘Siplnaber, aaa 

~ TSHOULD be very much obliged if you would Lindly let me know whether 
cituer or both of tug following ilsads Ia the'Veruiaa Gull iy ease Natio teh 


[1se9) 4a. 
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(locally called Little Tumb) and Sirti, belong to Persia, or whether either or both of 
them come within the jurisdiction of the Sheikh of Shargah. 
“Apologizing for troubling you, and thanking you in anticipation, 
Tromain, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK ©. STRICK. 





(80457) No. 442, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 341.) 
(felegraphic.) P, 

PERSIAN situation, 

With reference to Mr. Marling's te 
telegram No, 155 of the 81st ultimo. 

It is ovident that the moment has arrived when the communication should 
te made, Please press the Russian Government to send instructions in this senso 
to their Representative at ‘Tehran, 

‘An intimation should also be conve 
ments of the two Powers take a very. 
that they ¥ 
‘in harm, 


Foreign Office, September 2, 1908. 








ram No, 289 of the 1st instant, and to your 













ie Govern- 
brea, and 
or British subjects 
ty to give orders for fresh 
to be held, to reassemble the Medj 4th November, and to make 
1 public announcement in ‘Tabreez of his decision to maintain the organie laws. 

‘An immediate reply from the Russian Government should be requested. 















[30459] No, 443, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No, 812), 







Koreign Office, September 2, 1908, 
m No. 156 of the 1st instant. 
fed seems to me to be well founded, and Tam disposed to think they 


had hotter he omitted or altered so as to avoid giving the impression that the Britis! 
and Russian Governments do not wish th nyoked further. 











[30427] No. 444. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 





oa 
(Relegraphic.) P. 
BAKHMTART road. 
With weference to your telegrams Nos, 271 and 27 of the 11th and 24th ultimo. 
Estimate of 1,000 tomans as payment in full for repairs to Godar Bridge has 
deen refused by the ‘Transport Company. 
heir road engineer is returning to Tehran, and they wish to send him, vid Ahwaz, 
to examine tho brilge and furnish a report on tho probable expense of the repairs. 
‘They want to claim from the Khans the additipnal cost of this journey. 


Foreign Office, September 2, 1908. 























(29849) No. 445. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
(No. 154.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 2, 1908. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a letter which T caused to be addressed to 
the India Office,® forwarding copy of your despatch No. 168 of the 14th July regarding 
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the Concession for motor trains in Persia granted by the late Shah to a group of 
Persian Notables. 


T also transmit copy of a letter received from that Department in reply to my 
communication calling attention tothe existence of tivo other Concesions of a kindred 
nature.* 
Thave to request you to endeavour to ascertain the present position with regard 
to these two enterprises, and to report to me the result of your inquiries in due course, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) B. GREY, 











(80431) No. 446. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 195.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 2, 1908, 







‘ITE Persian Chargé d’Affaires informed Mr. Mallet on the 28th ultimo that he 
had received a telegram from his Government to the effect that a Persian Minister was 
to be appointed to London without delay. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) H, GREY, 





(30616) No. 447, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 3.), 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 


Viceroy, dated the 26th ultimo, relative to the proposal to attach Lieutenant Ranking 
to the Ahwaz Vice-Consulate. 


India Office, September 2, 1908, 








Inclosure in No. 447. 


Viscount Morley to Government of Indiv, 





Pp, India Office, August 26, 1908, 
refer to my telegram of the 20th ultimo, Your proposal as to Ranking 
is approved. Half cost of appointment has been accepted by ‘Treasury. 





[30618] No. 448. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 3.) 


‘VHE Under-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to tho 
Viceroy, dated the 27th instant, relative to the control of the telegraph line from 
Borasjun to Mohammerah, 


India Office, September 2, 1908, 





* No, 879, 








0s 


Tnolosure in No. 448, 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 









India Office, August 27, 1908, 
‘H refer to Marling’s telegram No. 244 of the 24th ultimo, as to control of 
the telegraph line from Borasjun to Mohammerah. He has been informed, in reply, 
at on the 22nd instant, that moiety of cost will be borne by the 
' iat, subject to final sanction, Director at Tehran may negotiate with 
the Persian Minister of Telegraphs, 
Director at Tehran has been informed by the Director-in-chief of the Indo- 
European ‘Nelegraph Department that he may expect to receive instructions from 
Marling on the subject. 



































(30692) No. 449, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 


phic.) P. 
BRULZ situation. My immediate 
Reports have eon reek 

sat abreez to the ell 





Tehran, September 3, 1908, 
preceding telegram. 
by the Russian Minister from the Russian Consul- 
that the revolutionaries are greatly discouraged by the 

ment troops. ‘The revolutionary 
ncilintory disposition and are abating their demands 
fore consider that a joint representation to the Shali is 






















oxpe 
party are now showing. a 
M, de Hartwig does not there 
now 











L have no further news from 





j (80454) No. 450, 





idward. 





Grey to Mr. Marling. 





i No. 2 
} aie nie.) DP, Foreign Office, September 3, 1908. 
MY tclogram No, 219, a 
‘he necessary instructions to negotiate with Persian Minister of ‘Telegraphs 
respecting tho Ahjvaz-Borosjun telograph have been telegraphed by Director-in-chief to 
Director of Indo: ‘Telegraph Department at ‘Tehran, 






murop 








: [80355) No. 451. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





phic.) P. Korein Office, September 8, 1908, 





t TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No. 153. 
i You should await further instructions before making communication. 














No, 452, 









(30568) 
Foreign Office to Indiv Office. 





Foreign Office, September 3, 1908, 
ry Sir Edwant Groy to transmit fo you lierewith copy 
k,* inquiring as to the ownership of the islands of Tamb 






and Sirri, in the Persian Gulf, 
Subject to the concurrence of Viscount Morley, Six 















E. Grey would propose to 
iesty’s Government informed the Persian 





reply, with regard to 





mb, that His M: 




















* No. dtl, 
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Government (sho had laid claim to the island) in June 1904 that, in view of the fact 
that the Sheikl of Sharzah had hoisted his flag on it before its formal occupation by 
any other Government, he had the right to fly that flag, as the first occupant, till his 
lawful possession of the island is disproved, and that this remains the view of His 
Majesty’s Government. 

AS reganls Sirri, he would reply that the claim of the Jowasmi Arab Shieikhs to 
the ownership of the island, which is vested in the Sheikh of Shangali as their Chief, 
has never been voluntarily dropped, and that His Majesty's Government, though they 
haye never in any way admitted, nor withdrawn their original objections to, the claim 
of the Persian Government, have refrained from taking any action in the matter, 

Tam to add that Sir 8, Grey would be glad to receive av expression of Lord 
Monies opinion on the proposed reply with as litle delay as may be convenient 

am, &, 
(igned) LOUIS MALLEY, 


























(30821) 

















Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 4,) 

(No. 160.) 

(elegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, September 4, 1908, 
YOUR telegram No, 342: Front 





Acting Minister for Foreign Aff 





's hax no objection to omission of phrase “ with- 
mediation of Russia and Great Britain,” and will telegraph accordingly to Russian 
er at ‘Teliran as, he receives a reply from the Russian Ambassador a 
ment with the wording of the communication, 





























(30822) No. 454. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 4.) 
(No. 161.) aa = ) 
(Telegraphic. 

YOUR teley 





St, Petersburgh, September 4, 1908. 








ign Affairs telegraphed to Russian Minister at 'Teliran 
in conjunction with His Maj Chargé d’Affaires, tho communeation to 
Shah, and also to add the warning as to the gravity of the situation at Vabrees 
the Shah to make public in that city his decision to maintain organic 
proceed to the el nd to convoke Assembly on the Mth November. 
















(30799) No. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.--(Received Septenber 4.) 





Tehran, September 4, 1908, 
, respecting Siri oxide, 

ji Ali Akbar, who is anxious to begin 
ssion 2 





tof Hdl 
us with a view fo acquiring the Cone 





negoti 








(30815) No, 456 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 4,) 






(So, 202) 
Telegraphic 
vr 





Tehran, 
uation, Your telegram No, 841 to St, Pel 
‘The leading merchants of Tabreez line requested His Majesty 
personally to convey to the Governor-General the minimum of their demands, his, 
Mr. Stevens did, Vut his Excellency, in spite of his desire to bring about peaceable 
solution of situation, refused to grant the merchants’ demands unless they accept some 
of his conditions and gumantees ure given that the population will lay down thei 
arms. ‘The Goyeor-Gencral guaranteed to Mr. Stevens, verbally, the satety of all 


[1599] 4k 




































































310 31 
those who would go and seo him, and even invited Mr. Stevens to accompany them 
if they wished, ‘The merchants fearing the population, who refuse to allow them to 
go to the Governor-General will not go, but they are prepared to meet his Excelleney 
‘on neutral ground, and Mr. Stevens is trying to effect such a meeting between the 
two parties. 

‘the population lave forced the ex-chief of police to leave the Russian Consulate. 
General, where he was in bast, and have named him Acting Governor. 

T have informed Mr, Stevens of my approval of his action, 


(30692) No. 461. 





Sir Edvard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 348.) t 
Foreign Office, September 5, 1908. 




















n reecived which indicates that the situation has 

en ajesty’s Government are of opinion that it is too early to 

abandon the idea of a joint representation to the Shah, 

may communicate this to the Russian Government: should M. de Hartwig 

m to change their opinion, You should bear in mind that the original | 
tion to the Shah emanated from the Russian Govermnent, i 











[80822] No. 457. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
























Pp. Foreign Office, September 4, 1908. 
refer to telegram No, 161 from St. Petershu 








t communication to His 








(28435) No. 462 





ng is 
‘he least. possible delay should oeeur in taki 








such a step. Sir Bdieard Grey to Mr. Marling, 







[30902] No. 


244.) 
egraphic,) P. Foreign Office, September 5, 1908. | 
YOUR telegram No, 243 of the 24th July and your despatch No. 193 of the 

Ist August, 










Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 5.) 















Government are prepared, as soon as M. Bizot is in a position to 
application, to adopt. the proposal advanced in 1906 whereby 
ain and Rus to advance 400,000/, to the Versian Government. ‘Nhe 
grant of this Ioan must, however, be dependent on the following condit 


phic.) P. Tehran 
ADONA murders, Your des 





‘September 5, 1908. 
cl No, 187 of the 4th ultimo, 
ng Consul-General at Bushive reports that he has learnt from 
the Resideney  Lingah that the pirates have finished pearling operations, and 
have returned home; the moment for is consequently passed. Residency 
Agent turtler reports that the third broth ently in prison at Shiraz, having 
gained his freedom, has also gone hon 
Upon receipt of the Lingal Agent's report, Tis Majest 
Will make fresh proposals as to course to be adopted. 
























1, The loan 


not be employed for the suppression of the Constitution, but 
advanced in such a 


manner as will allow of its being used as a lever for supporting it. 
ad by «stipulation that the loan is for a short poviod only, before 
the expiration of which the Assembly must be conyoked for the purpose of ratifying 
or repaying it.) 
. The expenditure of tle loan must be controlled by suitable guarantees, 























ting Consul-General 















[30908] A 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward @ 


9. Ilis Majesty's Government woul prefer that no such Joan was required, and 
woul have to consider earefully, hefore agreeing to them, the terms decided npon as 
likely to secure the above-mentioned conditions. 

‘Whe above is purely for your inforination and is sent in caso the question were 
suddenly to develop. 








(Received September 5 





(No. 204.) 
(Welesriphie) P. Yehran, September 5, 1908, 
MY tclogra 87 of the 1st instant respecting Iormutz oxide, 

Accovling {0 information whieh T have reeeived, an offer has been m 
Germans, in retum fore twelve years grant of the Concession, to. adva 
Joss interest at 4 per s no doubt that 
the figure seems vei In view of th ions T have \ 
tho Minister for Foreign Atlaits that no loan or advanee em be raised by the Persian 
Government unless we have the refusal of it on equal terms, and that I’ must protest 

inst their making any attempt to pledge the resources ot Persia for other purposes 































03. 








Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 
















) P. Constantinople, 
AIR WRATISLAW says that the Persian Gove 





ptember 6, 1908, 
iment can hardly hope to et the 
































































80 long as they have not paid the interest: on our loan, frontier restored to its statue quo, although their Commissioners are not mutliorized to | 
consider anything less, It will also save time if they determine beforehand what 
(30909) No.460, concessions they are prepared to make to the ‘Turks. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 5.) 

(No. 205.) [30910] No, 464. 
(Welegmphie.) PB. ‘Tehran, September 5, 1908. 

MY. telegram No, 202 of yesterday : ‘Tabreex be Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 

M. de Hartwig hns received a report from the Russian Consul-General at Tabreez, (No. 
to the effect that the anti-royalists are being actively encouraged by the Turkish (Telegraphic,) P. Tehran, September 6, 1908. 
Consul-General, He is giving out that Turkey will follow the example of the Powers JOINT Anglo-Russian communication to the Shah on internal situation. Your 
in Macedonia and intervene in Persian affairs. M. de Hartwig has suggested to his telegram No, 243 of the 4th instant. 
Government that the mischievous conduct of the Turkish Consul-General should be ‘The Russian Minister and I propose to send a Persian translation of the | 


Drought to the notice of the Persian Government by Great Britain and Russia, 





agreed on in the form of a Memorandum to the Shah, as His Majesty has’ he 
with fever for the past three or four days. Our Oriental Secretaries will take the 























Memorandum. to the Shah’s ea 
unable to receive them, they will presei 





ill-health » 
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» on Tuesday, and, in the event of the Shah being 
resent it to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, whose 











eat the cainp vill be arranged for es 
‘Ts aveid lose of time this arrangement appears to us the best, as the excuse of 
it might be put forward at the last moment if we asked for an audience. 














[30911] No. 465, 
(No, 297.) . 
Vico-Consul, wh 


discussion, Acdeputation is to wait on the Governo 
of discussing th 


(ollowi 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 3 








Tehran, September 6, 1908. 

No, 292 of the 4th instant. 

telegraph that a meeting between 
took pla 

eral, took no part in 

neral for tlie purpose 













situation. Viee-Consul will accompany it. 
aphed to Mr. Stevens my approval of his action. 










ws isconfidential.) 
he influence of the Russian Consul-G 





eral would seem to be on the wane. 









[30923] No. 466, 


roport 
audien 
recoption of his uncle was perk 
excellent spirits, 


stops 


(iranstation.) 


very grateful indeed, 
fricndshiy would: not 
Government a 





ma 
of my health and the heat of ‘Tehran nec 
ceived porn 








Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Gr 





(NReceived September 7.) 










a) lahek, sig 18, 1905. 
\ continuation of my despatch No, 209 of the 12th instant, Ihave the honour to 
yer Ae Stltan seaciod Tehran onthe 12th instant, and. was reed 

w by the Shah the same day, 1 vaderstand that His Imperial Maj 






idly, and that His Imperial Highness is in 





atly fi 






Zil-os-Sultan sent me a note, of which translation is inclosed, 1 
at inom his behalf, aud lett for Resht the following mornin 
Thave, &e. aS 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





ing me for the 












Inclosure in No. 466. 







T ARRIV ang received your letter, for whic 
It is quite evident to te that your sense of ju 
allow the friendship which has existed between ‘the Bri 
ars to be forgotten. - 
jest the Shalt today in a most gracious 
ved me many expressions of kindn I explained that the state 
Lae OTe Feat necepsitated ny immediate departure, aud 
;, which | intend to do. 















ane 
1 was received by His Iinpe 






















sion to leave to-morrow morn 
Whonking you again, I take t 
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(30924) No. 467. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivell September 7.) 


Very Con 





ntial,) 





Guluhek, August 20, 1908. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 274 of the iGth instant, I have the honour to 
Teport that in the course of conversation on the 17th instant the Russian Minister agked 
me if I had seen the report of the interview which Bhtesham-es-Sultanch had granted 
to a journalist in Berlin shorly after the coup o'Btat, On my replying in the negative, 
M. de Harosi ce used by the Persian Minister designate to London 
about the act th had been so outrageous that he, M, de Hartwig, had re} 
sented to His Imperial Majesty the impossibility of being represented at any foreign 
Court by any one capable of holding Janguage about his Soveroign such as had been 
used by Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh, and it was in consequence of these representations that 
the Shah had decided not to allow him to proceed to his post. 
Ala-es-Sultaneh, whom I questioned cautiously about this matter to-day, intimated 
that M. de \Jartwig’s account was in the main correct, 
M. de Hartwig also coin th some veliemence on Hhtesham-es-Sultanch’s 
character for honesty, and cited in particular, among other charges, that while President 
the Assembly he had heen drawing salary not only for that post but also as Minister 
in London and as Persian Delegate on the Mixed Commission at Urumin, believe 
this to have been the case, but, with the low standard ot public honesty that exists in 
Persia, I believe there are very few Persians who would see anything iniquitous in an 
abuse of power of this description, Among the reactionaries who, by Russian suppott, 
have now regained the reins of power, there would only be « feeling of mild. surprise 
that he had not also succeeded in getting paid as Minister in Berlin, M, de Hartaig 
is of course perfectly alive to this, and his solicitude that the Persian Representati 
London should be a man of spotless honour probably arises less from an abstract 
of honesty than from a desire to sceing the Legation filled by a nonentity who will 
faithfully reflect the Russian view of the situation, or at least a personage of less 
liberal views and less well acquainted with the Shah's true character and aims than 
Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh, I venture to suzgest also that it would have been more in 
accordance with international usage had M.de Hartwig called my attention to the 
newspaper account in question, so that I might report the incident to you, Sir, 
made representations involving the recall of a foreign Representative whom His Majesty. 
the King had already signified his readiness to accept, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 






















































































hawniees-Sultanch’s interview 
with the correspond Berli If this translation is accurate i 


would seem that the strictures of the: of the Assembly were directed rather 
Russian Advisers, M. Chanchal and Colonel Liakhofl; than ayainst 
himsel cumstance to whieh M. de Hartwig did not allude in 

































(30925) No. 468. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received September 7,) 
5) 
ir Gulahek, Aw 


a, ‘Tehran 
Gee stated that the Persian 
Government derived an ant island. As tho mattor 
seemed to me to be of some importance as bearing, upon the Persian claim to sovereiguty 


* Not printed. 








[1599] a 










































Bye 





over Sirri Island, I requested the Acting Consul-General at Bushire to endeavour to 


verify the truth of the statement. ‘ 
yey tain Trevor bas now furnished me with the following information on the 





i Sheikhs appear to have crossed over to the 


jan 150 years ago the Jow: he 
aN aes elke ob and down to 1887 members of their 


and and to have taken possession of Lingah, f the 
ara tos were Shoiklis of Lingth. ‘They gradvally eame under the domination 
Of Pepsin, though at first. practically independent, and haying become Governors, or 
Deputy Governors, of Lingah, suborinate to the Provinee of Fars, paid as much revenue 
to the Governor of Fars.as he could extort from them. During this time, however, 
they continued to-collect revenue from Sirri Island, and continued to rule it in their 
eapacity as Jowasmi Sheil ‘An expedition which occasioned a protest on the parb of 
Tis Majesty's Government was sent to annex Sirri f 
to the gue aue hy the Persian authorities of the from the govern 
val. Since that date the Dept ‘nor of Lingah, now a Persian offi 8 
tie exacted by the Jowasmi 




















Jand to Persia in 1887, subsequent 
hip of 


























id the rovenno, at first in kind, at tho rate previous! 
Slicikhs, ie, half a bag of rice for a small pe hoat, and one bag for a large 
aan torly this has been converted to cash payment of about 100 tomans (201) 
ihe Thave, &e, A 

(Signed) | CHARLES M. MARLING. 
(30927; No. 169. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 
a ea ek, August 20,1908, 
a ion wi © 17th instant 
IN tho course of conversation with the G on the 17th instant 
askod him what truth there was in tho rumours that the projected German Bank was 
to commence operations here in the late autumn. Count Quadt said that the rumours 
wore founded on st spss and particularly nthe 
MPorlinor Pagoblatt,” which had been so cireumstanti had thought it worth 
ela a toleeap Berlin to inguive what truth there was in them. He had been 
Miormed that they were quite unfounded, He, went on to lament that the bank would 
not ak Mr, Rubino's servives, as his long experience and great 


knowl nd Persi 























must be of the greatest value, However, the 
it necessary’ tosceure them 





Igo of Pi 







«lhe Count Quadt) 
Dusiness of the 








mistake if the; 
ly started by some “sharp you 
as informed Mr, Hawkins that he 






ined t 





Kini! ¢o 
Mr, Rabi 


Bank us Manager. 


will not join the German 





Thaye, &e, 


(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLIN' 








470, 


(30928) N 


Mr, Murling o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 





Very Confidential.) 





’ Gulab, August 20, 1908. 
i o it interes extract from the Russian “ Official 
1 HAVE read with considerable interest the extract from 1 sian 

songer" of tho 26th dune last inclosed in Mr, O'Beirne’s despatch, No. 200 of the 
eine dateyin which is given what may be presumed to be the Russian Minister's account 
erie events which led up to the coup a’etat of the 23rd June and of the coup d’étar 
itself, 4, ‘ pete 

table, if easy, matte ate a d ts in which 
it would be an. unprofitable, if easy, matter to indicate a dozen point 
this ctatewent fe misleading, or where material facts have been suppressed, but T 
{vould venture to call your attention to statements of facts on which, as they concern 
Inveclf, T ean speak with absolute certainty. In the third and fourth paragraphs of the 
‘ract it is said that the leaders—among them many members of the Medjliss—of the 
Noverate party decided to have recourse to the intervention of the Russian Minister 
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as was done in December; and that, when these persons addressed their demands to 
the Russian Minister, the latter, in agreement with the British Representative, assented 
to their demands and obtained an audience of the Shah, at which he transmitted to 
His Majesty the desire of the Moderate: 
incorrect. M. de Hartwig never informed me that he had been approached 
by anybody representative of moderate opinion and comprising “many members of the 
Medjliss” with a request for his intervention, nor did he eonsult_me previous to his 
consequent audience with the Shah, though he apprised me of it subsequently. 

















‘On only one recent occasion has he given me any previous knowledge of his intention 
to speak to the Shah on the internal. situation, a 
informed me that to do so he proposed to tak 
had asked for in order to present an Imp 
Russian Imperial family. 


«don that occasion he particularly 
advantage of a formal audience which he 
jal letter announcing a marriage in the 









Thave, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 









[30929] No. 471, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 





(No, 240.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 20, 1908. 

WITH reference to your telegram No, 108 of the 9th June, I have the honour to 
report that T have informed Messrs, Stevens, of Tabreez, throuzh the British Viee- 
Cousul, that His Majesty's Government consider that their pirticipation in Imam 
Kuli Mirza’s Concession for the navigation of Lake Urmia would he contrary to the 
spirit of the Anglo-Russian Convention of the Ist August last, T hope that in doing 80 
Thave correetly interpreted your wishe 

Thaye no doubt that this intimation wi 
accepting the Prince's invitation, 

T would venture, however, to offer some observations on the Memorandum furnished 
to His Majesty's Chargé d’Afhires in St, Petersburgh, and forwarded by him in 
despatch No. 264, of the 8th June last, in which are stated the reasons for which the 
Russian Government consider it preferable that Messrs, Stevens should not take part in 
this enterprise 

‘Phe argument employed is simply that such participation by Messrs, Stevens would 
not be in consonance with a rigorons application of the Anglo-Russian Convention, ‘The 

le of the Convention to which M. Isvolsky appeals is) of course Article 1, by 

Majesty vernment bind theniselves not to seek, dircetly or ind 
for Concessions in the Russian zone, nor to oppose Russian demands for Con 
the same reion. In the ease under discussion, however, neither of these conditions is 
present, ‘Tlie Concession already exists and the holder, conscious of his own inability 

exploit it to the best advantage, has invited a British firm to become partners in ii, 
80 that. it was T conceive open to that firm to accept the offer without any reference to 
His Majesty's Legation which might perfectly well have remained in ixnorance of the 
transaction till long after its completion, “In point of fact, though I was aware that 

Stevens liad executed commissions for Imam Kuli Mirza in connection with the 

Thad no knowledye whatever that there was any question of their dircet 

in it until Mr, Vice-Consul Stevens wrote privately toa member of the 
\quire whether there was any objection to it, There has therefore never 
been any question of His Majesty’s Government secking directly or indirectly to obtain 
a Concession for themselves or for a British subject. 

Nor do I think that it ean reasonably be suggested that had Messrs. Stevens, 
cither with or without consulting the Legation, accepted Prince Imam Kuli’s invitation, 
we should have been opposing a Russian de and fora concession, For inasmuch as the 
concession already existed, and by Article “toutes les concessions existant. actuelle- 
ment sont maintenues,” Russia could not make a demand for it except. by previously 
obtaining the arbitrary cancellation of the existing Concession, which by the Article 
above quoted, she is implicitly debarred from doi 

Lain well aware that, as Mr. O'Beirne mentions in the second paragraph of his 
despatch, the Russian Government is particularly anxious to obtain « monopoly of the 
Jake navigation; M. ds Hartwig has even hinted, in his customary vague way, that there 




















suffice to prevent Messrs, Stevens from 
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are negotiations on foot for acquiring the Concession from the present holder, Iude- 
pendent information, however, leads me to believe that these alleged “ negotiations” 
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i i Persian Governme! ausfer the Concession to the 
in fact attempts to induce the Persian Government to transfer the 
dine Russian Company which acquired the Ardebil Road Concession from Malck-et- 
i Xplicit proviso that the Concession should not be transferred to a 

{t is in any ease certain that Imam Kuli Mirza has the strongest objections 
‘ne any share in his Concession to Russians, and has already refused to do so. 
‘The opposition to Russian aims comes, not from ourselves, but from the holder of the 
Concession. i 

It would appear, therefore, t! 
tion, there would, under the re 
M. Isvolsky, be no violation of its provision t! 
requesting that we should restrain fens froin assisting Imam Kuli Mir 
to exploit his Concession, the Russian Government are straining the Convention t0 its 
thnwst limits, and thai, shoul! any-similar ease arise in which we are interested, we 
dhould be justified in demanding equal consideration from Russia, Possibly, such tn 
Occasion inay arise when the terms of the projected jot Railway Concession trom 
Tulfu to Mohaimerah come to be discussed. 
















¢ should Messrs, Stevens accept the Prince's invitee 
‘zorous application” of the Convention desired 
ii Tt appears to me rather that, 














Thaye, &e. 











(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
[80963 | No, 472. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Greu.—{ Received September 7) 
of Uae ‘Therapia, August 31, 1908. 





ve the honour to 
esterday 
on the 


to my telegram No. 240 of this day's dato, I have t 
» threo telegrams which reached n 

yard tovou piraplinises of the three telegrams w 
from His Majesty's Consul-Ceneral at Urania as to the progress of af 
‘ureo-Porsian frontier 





© WEIL referen 















T have, &e. 
ned) GERARD LOWTHER. 








Tnelosure 1 in No. 472. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir G. Lowther, 

(No.1) 
(Pelexgraphic.) 
NU RCO-P 





Urumia, August 24, 1908, 










50, the frontier claimed for the Bagdad 

aler Pasha, So far as it goes, it coincide 

forth in the map inclosed in 
1, to the Secretary 









the alleged ancient Nurkish frontier as s 
Rew despateh No, 284 of the 9th Noy nee Ah is) Ser _Biate, and 
includes the Karun from Moliammerah to Kutelabi ye Zohal fronti ents 
inehtdes tite clatmned. in Appendix of the 2ist October to the Roreign Oflice 
Memorandum of September 1907, No, 0033, ‘Taher's frontier is all copied out of the 
‘Purkish Stall map supplied him from the . 
eae lin declares, ina subsequent note, thit hie does not recognize either the identic 
or the stalus yuo. He further says that the necessary instructions must be issued 
to prevent any transgression of this frontie: 
Ty the onder of the Mutessarif of 
ing tithes for the past w 
(Seut by post to Pabreer 

























i the Kaimakam of Gayar has heen 














colle 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 





to Sir G. Lowther. 





Consul-General Wratisla 

re hie) F Urumia, August 26, 1908. 

TIE Commission will stay near the frontier for two or three weeks, in cas 

‘aher should recive fresh instructions, ‘the Russian Vice-Consul and 1 have both 
urged him to stay on without result, but aber replies that it is usoless to rem: 

Persian Commissioner will not listen to any arguments he may put forward. 
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‘The Commission will leave Uru a day or two, 


I fear the renewal of Kurdish activity if Yaver Pasha is not held personally 
responsible for the maintenance of onder. 
(Sent by post to Tabreez,) i 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 472. 







Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir G. Lowther. 





(No, 

(felegraphic.) P. Urumia, August 27, 1908, 
DE Minister of the Interior instructed Taher Pasha by telegram last night to 

join his post at Bitlis, andinformed him that Daniel Pasha was appointed to succeed 

him on the Commission. Daniel Pasha, however, first expressed a wish to go to a 

Turkish telegraph office to obtain instructions from Constantinople. ‘Turkish 

Commission left Urumia to-day 
In order to avoid another deadlock if local negotiations are renewed, it is to be 

hioped that the two interested Governments will lay down principles beforehand for I 

their mutual guidance. 

(Sent to Tabreez by messenger.) i 































(31181) No, 473. 


India Office to Foreign Office.— (Received September 7.) 













Sir, 





ndia Office, September 5, 1908, 
WITH reference to paragraph 1 of Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 11th February last, 
as to a communication to Parliament with regard to the advance of 300,000L, which 
was made to the Persian Government by the Government. of India, in two instalments, 
in the years 1903 and 1904, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to 
inquire whether any decision ‘has yet been arrived at_upon the proposal made by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
‘Preasury for the issue of an explanatory statement with regard to this matter, and, if 
such a statement is to be issued, at: what date the issue will take place, 

I am to explain that the preparation of the revised Estimate of the Goverament 
of India for the current financial! year is shortly to be undertaken, and that in ordinary 
course the home portion of this Ustimate will bo dispatched to India in January next 
and made public in the mouth of March 1909, The decision on the points’ abovo 
mentioned will affect to some extent the form of the accounts, and it would be 
convenient for this Department to learn whether it may safely be assumed that the 
circumstances relating to the Persian advance will have been made public before the 
Estimates leave this Department in January next. 












































Tam, &e, | 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 














(31225) No. 474. 














Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 








St. Petersburgh, September 7, 1908, | 





(No. 163.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
M. TCHARYKOFF to-day expressed to me the hope that the British and) Russian 








Governments would be able speedily to arrive at an arrangement with regard to the 
exchange of telegraph lines in Persia, as it was desirable, in the opinion of the Russian 
Minister, that the exchange should be effected. before the approach of winte 

As regards what steps had been taken at ‘Tehran to obtain the Persian Govern- 
ment’s consent to the principle of the exchange, M. Tcharykoil informed me that he 
had no information, 
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(31177) 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Received September 7.) 


(Welegraphie.) P. Constantinople, September 7, 1908. 
ELUASE. refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 160 on question of Per 
‘or delimitation, Provided the words ‘without the mediation of Russi 
Gout Britain?” are omitted, remaining terms of the communication meet with my 
approval and with that of the Russian Ambassador. 
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[80908] No. 479, 





ne 246) Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
‘legraphic.) P. Forei 
hi 3 2 reign Office, Septembe 9 
pats “Tew of circumstances reported in your Caos 30 Relies ie 
c return for grant of a Concession for Ho1 ed oxi 
German offer : mur red oxide 
for twelve gears, do you think it would be wel to ask for the support of the Russian 





[31171] No, 476. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—( Received September 7.) 


3 ‘Tehran, September 7, 1908. 
at Tabreez, My telegram No. 207 of yesterday's date, 

ad telegram from Ilis Majesty's Vice-Consul to the effect that, while 

ting between the two parties, the Nationalists abstained 

On the evening of the 5th instant, 

Tlowover, large caravanserai was entered by the Government horsemen, who looted 

tho shops of merchants in the Royalist quarter. Revolutionary party ignant. in 

consequence, and yesterday afternoon fighting was resumed.” Both sides are fring 


guns, 








Thave 
he was trying to arrange a m 














Fovernment horsem: 


from all hostilities with the 
th 














(31224) No. 477. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Septenber 7.) 
(No. 299, 

(elographie.) P. 





Tehran, September 7, 1908. 

TRILL: proposits of Tis Majesty's Viee-Consul in regard to the Bakhtiari road 
vere based onthe torms of the letter from the Persian Rond and ‘Transport Company 
i March Inst, inclosed in your despatch No. 43. In accordance with the 
to of tho Company, these proposals were feated to the Khans, ‘The 
present propostls of the Company are essentially different: from those put: forwanl 
Mroviously, ‘They mount to the Company being given carte Manche, and this the 
Kelas will not do, as reported in my telegram No, 271, Proposals, moreover, take no 
jecount of rough estimate of 1801, given by the Ahwaz Ag ie Khans would 
justly reward these fresh and indefinite demands on th pany as a 
pose lvot thith, as they have shown an unusual and praiseworthy readiness to fall in 
swith the Company's requirements previously expr 

‘he Company should understand that, if they insist on their new demands, itil 
he morally impossible for Ilis Majesty's Government to support, them, as entirely 
agree with “onsul in thinking that it would be most prejudicial to our influence 
eT aeneral relations with the Khans to do so. ‘The Company are of course at 
Tiberty to make whatever arrangements they like independently. 




























































30910) No. 480. 
Geen) Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. | 
(Telegraphic.) P. Forei 

sgraphic) P. ign Office, September 7, 190 

T APPROVE the cow fina Pea ann , 1008. 
com ALROVE the ours propose in your telegrain No.2 repectig joint 
















[30911] No. 481. 








Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





@ ‘0, 248,) 
Telegraphic.) P. Fore 
) P = ‘eign Office, September 7, 1908. 
yaenndes received your t egram No, 297 respecting the figntin at "atieene 
noone fo geographical position of Tabreez, matter must be discussed with Russians 
ent of guarantee being required, and Vico-Consul should accordingly be careful 
not to accept any responsiblity for terms, a: 
‘Vice-Consul is presumably acting with knowledge of Russian Consul, 


























(29081) No, 482. 


Foreign Office to War Office. 











Bi, pe 
eee ety i Foreign Office, September 7, 1908, 
raitod Ait itwoted by Sooretary Sit Edward Grey to acknowledge th pt of your 
etter of the 20th ultimo, stating that the Army Council are. of opinion, from th 

ew of Imperial military intorests, that the post of N if 
0 esh 























eosintorm your ie 
FE RRR reply, that Sir E. Grey would be glad to learn the grounds 


h this opinion is based, 







Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 











(31177) Nos 


Sir Edward Grey to §ir A. Nicolson. 

(No. D 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

[should be glad to know, with reference to Sir G. Lowther’s telegram No. 251, 
wvhethor the pont raised in his telegram No, 242 and my telegram No. 333 has been 
considered by the Russian Government. 

We will instruct Mr. Marling to join in making the communication at once if 
till wish it to be made. 





Foreign Office, Septeniber 7, 1908. 


they 












(31341) No. 483. 











Sir A. Nicolson (o Sir Ediward Giey.—(Received Seplember 8.) 


| 
graphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 8, 19 | 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Your tee ain No. 358 of te Tl September. | 
nad, U ain afraid, omitted to bring to tie notion of the Russian Coverninent the | 

| 
























int mentioned in your telegram No, 385 of th Slot ultimo, 
have, however, now done so, and T am informed by M. Tcharykot 

Bolobjection to. the holding ‘over of Wie presentation’ of the idene:n pane 
SR Reprise aa 
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(81346) No, 484. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 8.) 
(No, 253 4.) 
(Telegraphic). 

FOLLOWING re 


With reference to your telegram No. 203 of the 7th instant regarding the 
situation at Tabreez, provided the Russian Government do not wish the contrary, it 
would now perhaps be an opportune time for Mr. Wratislaw to return to Tabreez, as 
py the withdrawal of their troops the Ottoman Government have shown evidence of 
thoir desire to settle the question of the frontier, 


Constantinople, September 8, 1908. 
fed to Tohran :— 

















[31315] No, 485. + 


Mr, Marling to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received September 8.) 
(No, 300.) 








Welegruphic.) P. ‘Tehran, September 8, 1908. 
‘UATION in Tabreez, Your telegram No, 248 of yesterday’s date. 
T feel conyineed that Mr, Stevens understands what his attitude should be, but I 








Have sent him a warning in the si am. I give all the news I have 


from Wubreez to M. de Hartwi; 


nse of your tele: 











(81313) No. 486. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 8.) 
(No, 301.) 





zptember 8, 1908. 





(81332) No, 487. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received September 8.) 





(No. 





graphic.) Pe Tehran, September 8, 1908. 
JOLND communication to the Shah on the internal situation, My telegram 
No, 206 of the Gth instant. ‘ 

iw Shah was too iil to reevive the dragomans this morning. Tdentic com- 
munication was therefore handed to Minister for Boreign Ailairs at the Shah's camp 
for submission to His Majesty 




















(80132) No. 488. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
No, 281. Confidential 
i eee : Foreign Office, September 8, 1908. 





” | PRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copies of correspondence which has 
passeil betyween His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires Wt 1 «di myself on the question 
er establishing a British school at Tebran,* from which you will observe that Mr. Marling 
oxprosses au opinion strongly favourable to the 

Tam also disposed to consider that such an 
British interests in Persia to an important extent, and it appears to me that, in v 
tho fact that French and German schools already exist at Tehran, the Persian Govern- 
mont would have no valid ground for objecting to the opening of a similar establish- 
mont under British auspices. : i 

Ti is possible, however, that the Russian Government might oppose the project, on 




















* Sco Part XIV, No, 294; ani ante, No. 411. 
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the ground that the opening of a British school at Tehran might be interpreted as a 
political concession granted to Great Britain in that portion of Persia reserved to 
Russian enterprise by the Anglo-Russian Convention, and therefore as constituting a 
violation of that Agreement, 

Tshould be glad to receive your Excellency’s opinion as to whether the Russian 
Government would be likely to adopt this line of argument, 

Tt is clear that no step can in any case be taken in this matter until after the 
convocation of a new Persian Assembly, 

Tam, &e. 

(Signed) B, GREY, 























{33012} No. 489. 
Sir Kdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, September 8, 1908. 

herewith copy of despatch from His Majesty's 

Chargé d’Afiuires: at Tehran,® reporting the circumstances in which a considerable 

number of Persians sought refuge in the village of Gulahok after the coup déiat of tho 
no last and the steps taken, with eventual success, to induce them to depart, 

Thave to request your Excellency, should you think such a course advisnble, to 

make clear tothe Russian Minister ‘for Foreign Affairs the attitude taken up. by. 

ing with regard to. thi h, as Lam led to fear from a pernsal of 

ch, may have be stepresented to his Excellency by the Russian 

Representative at Tehran, 























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E.GREY, 





{82120} No. 190, 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


No. 158.) 








Foreign Office, September 8, 1908, 
eceived your despatch No, 208 of the 12th ultimo, reporting an attempt 
y the Turkish Ambassador at Tehran, at the instigation of the Military Attaché 
i to convoke a meeting of the Diplomatic Body to discuss the measures 
to be take w of the disturbed condition of Persia, 
Tapprove the language held by you to Djemil Bey when he subsequently raised 
this question in conversation. ‘i 
Should, however, the contingenc 
Power acting as doyen of the Diplomat 
Government could not acquiesce in di 
contemplated by the Russian Ministe 
Tam, & 
i (Signed) 


















arise of the Representative of a Mussulman 
Body in a Mussulman country, His Majesty's 
puting the expediency of the arrangement, as 

















[31393] No. 401, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received September 9.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures ina 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 30th July, 
relative to the Governorship of Seistan, 


India Office, September 7, 1908 








+ No, 402, 
[2599] 




































































































Inelosure 1 in No. 491. 


Consul Kennion to the Government of India. 


July 13, 1908. 
telegrams aro repeated for information, from Consul, Seistan, to 





(Belegraphic. 
RHE, follow 
Minister, Tehran :— Poe ois 
‘No, 40, 20th April, 1908. On pretext of matter referred to in my diary O° Te 
sth Weriery ard bn accusation of intriguos in matter of arms trafhe, Karguzar, 
Solstan, seems to be making great efforts to oust Shaukat from governorships | 
a ie ramoured here that he has been dismissed and an outsider appointed’ sn his 
plico, "The real eause of Karguzar's enmity for Shaukat is that latter has decliees © 
Pe Giod by Min, Perhaps the Persian Government would, view. action of Beiter! 
\ roper light, if they wero apprised that he is trying to usurp thelr 

ivileges in matter of bribes. nes 
Priviioges ist. that, should necessity. arise, the absolute freedom of Kain, Som 
disturbance of all sorts ad comparative quiet on the Afghan frontier, should be usee 


‘a8 an argument against change.” 


























er to Consul, Seistan:— 


oril, Your telegram No. 40. Minister of the Interior. promises 
DETMulk to go to. Kain and to maintain Shaukat in his present 





rom 


“No, 27, 24th. 
not to allow Hashmat- 








= 
Inclosure 2 in No. 401, 


Consul Kennion to the Government of India. 
(Pelogeaphic.) DP. July 14, 1908. 
FOLLOWING sent to Legation and repeated to Meshed =~ 
iy im tha mat-ul-Mulk has 
Cophe Shaukat’s agent ut Cobran has informed im that Hashmatul-Mulle hae 
ffred to avopt the wil of the late Shaukat (see my diary for the ith June, 1907) if 
Srerikat cestgns Governoralip of Soistan, Sha lias alroady been offered a brite o 
SHOUO tomas by Hashmat through Amir Bahadur, but agent says that bribe from 
aooetat ot 15,000 tomans will be sulliciont to secure the Governorship for hime 
Frerettadkal bays that he does not desire the Coveruorship, at this price, but 
He forna thit if Hashmat gets it he will bo deprived of his lands. under disputed 
eee Hove facts have been communicated to me through Mustafi, and my advice 
Hs asker a of eorrexpondonce ending with your telegram No. 27, dated the 2tth April 
walling Shaukat that Tam reporting facts to you, aud that he ean rely on 
ntime my advice is to pay no bribes, I trust that you 









































last, 
your assistance. In the me 
approve thi i 
Perey would again urgo considerations put forward in my telegram No. 
the 30th September, 1907. 








26, dated 








{31418} No. 492. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received September 9.) 





’ 


Inia Ope, September 7, 1008. 
LAM directed by the Secretary of State for Tndia to acknowledge the receipt o 
your loiter dated the 2rd instant, inclosing copy of a letter from Mx, F.C. Strick a8 10 
Fo eter ap of the Islands ‘of “sezirat Nabiya ‘Tamb” (locally called “Tittle 


‘amb ") and Sirri in the Persian Gulf, ; ae A 
ao at Se lands is utderstood to be a small uninhabited island,* 8 miles 


‘vest of the Island of Tam proper, aud it was visited with the larger island in 1904 by 


proof 




















os ps 1909 of geographical volume of  Coptain Lorimer's Persian Gulf Gazetteer,” of which 
Suplied to the Foreign OMice, 






tuas be 
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the Bushire Director of Customs, when the hoisting of the Persian flag took place,* 
which was afterwards the subject of protest by His Majesty’s Government, ‘The status 
of the island is presumably the same as that of Tamb itself, and Viscount Morley 
concurs in the terms of the reply which it is proposed to make to Mr, Strick 
regarding it, 
He also concurs in the terms of the reply regarding Sirri. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 











[81388] No, 493. 
Trevsury to Foreign Office.—(Received September 9.) 


Treasury Chambers, September 8, 1908, 

missioners of His’ Majesty's ‘Creasury’ 

letter of the 26th ultimo and its inclosures, further respecting the 

of increasing the guard at His Majesty’s Consulate, Bunder Abbas. 

Tn reply, Lam to say that, in the circumstances represented by Secretary Sir B. 
my Lords assent to the employment of sixteen infantry, as proposed, a3 

temporary measure for three years ; and. they sanction the charge to Imporial funds of 

‘one-half of the cost involved, viz, 2040. initial and 3600. per annum recurrent. ‘They 

Gast unk fora farther repordsbefore threo yeura’ ayo olspeod), sould tho\altfonal 

guards be still considered to be necessary. 

<= Jam at the same time to suggest that it might be found possible to withdraw the 

existing detachment of cavalry as soon as the infantry detachment is in attendance, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) W. BLAIN, 


B laid before the Lords Cot 

































[31451] 494. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 
(No 303.) iB a is 
(Telegraphic) P. “Leliran, September '), 1908, 
PUSHT-[-KUH ronte, Your telegram No, 249 of yesterday's date 








‘he object of Captain Haworth’s stay at Hamadan, which is. witl district, 

zat trade conditions ’at that place, and whither, owing to the impending 
iment of a branch of the R h, tie Lmperial Bank of 
propose to transfer their by place, Russian Government, 
Cannot! inv my- opinion, fake exception to this, nor stil hess to Captain, Maworth's 
proposed stay at Khorremabad, whore his object is to examine the possibility of 
exploiting the Persian Road and ‘Transport Company's existing Concessién, ‘he 
information which Captain Haworth will collect: should, moreover, be of value in 
discussing the projected railway. 

Captain Haworth must already have reached Hamadan, and I should be glad to 
Know what instructions I am to send him, 

T may add thata Russian staff officer, Reodoroff, not attached to tie Consulate, 
has been touring in July within our sphere, from Seistan towards the Afghan border. 





hi 



































{80908} No. 495, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 

(No, 254.) 

(Pelegraphic. Foreign Office, September 9, 1908. 
AVE you any reason for thinking that the Moin has been squared by the Germans 

with regard to the Oxide Concession on Hormuz ? ‘Taking into consideration the facts 

reported in your telegram No, 204, it seems odd that he should not have appealed 

to us. 











See letter of Residency Agent at Lingah to Lieutonant-Colone! Kemball, dated April 4, 1904 (Foreign 
Persia and Arabia” Print, June 9, Section 1). 
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(29914) No. 496, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


No, 164) 
Sh ve Foreign Office, September 9, 1908. 
R. WALPER FLINN, a partner in the firm of Mes Ziegler and Co., of 
Manchester, called. at this Office on the 28th ultimo and presented a letter of intro- 
duation from the Chaniber of Commerce of that town, as well as a letter from the firm 
1g forth the steps which they have taken to defend their interests at 
in'view of the disturbances now in progress there, and requesting that you 
ceive telographic instructio protection for those interests and to put 
fae ae a elaine against the Persian Government on behalf of the firm on account of 
A loses which they may incur through the inability of the Persian authorities to 
maintain onder in the town. 

Tn Jeaving, these letters, eopies of w 
Russian Government had already put forwai 
Russian subjects intorvsted 

T observe from the rep! 
by the firm's Tubrews, bra 
by which His Majesty's Gove 
Government cannot’ be held re 
thoy are unable to control. 

This rw i 



















my. 











ich are inclosed,® Mr. Flinn stated that the 
such a general claim on behalf of the 












ation already made to you 





returned by you to the appl 
is sot forth in their Jetter, that you are aware of the rule 
ment are usnally guided in such cases, which is that a 
ponsible for losses cansed by insurgents whose acts 












however, is subject to the following exceptions: 





» compensation for such losses is paid by a Government to its own 


nationals or to the subjects or eitizens of another State; and a 
Ui.) Where the negligence of the servants of a Government was the direct cause 
of the loss, ie, when the controlled the outbreak but failed to do so. 
















in stating that the Russian Government have 
leseribes, and this claim has been admitted b 
cumstances conneeted! with the outbreak at Tabreca 
plated by the above-quoted second. 
s Government are justified im 
to that of the Russian Govern 


If, therefore, Mr. Flinn is cor 
put forward a claim sweh as he 
Porsian Government, or if the ei 
such ay to bring it within the eategor 

jon to the rulo, iv appears to me tha 
proferrins on behalf of British subjects a claim 
ent oft behalf of their own. 

T have necordingly to request you to ascertain and report to me by telegraph how 
this matter stands, anid to furnish me with any obse shich you may have to 
bier with regard to the application to the case of the rule aud its exceptions. | 

A copy of the roply which Lhave caused to be returned to Messrs, Ziegler is also 
inclosed| 






















Tam, &e. 








(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
(30556) No. 497. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1905. 





Hdward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

1, from which it appears that Viscount 
Hadji Ali Akbar and Co. 
and with the repobt obtaine: ng the constitution and 
sand that he considers that TH y's Government may 
titude towards their application to the Persian Government for 
fa Concession to extract red oxide on the Island of Sixri, 

Lam to transmit to you herewith deeypher of a telegram from His Majesty's 
crag WAflaires at Tehran on this subject,t pointing out that, if the Concession 
«V by the Conipany’s ayent and transferred to them, His Majesty's Government 
“upholding their rights, admit Persian sovereignty over the island. Ho 
therefore sug 1, before encouraging the agent to apply for the Concession, he 


1 AM directed by 
letters of the 19th ult 
Morley is istied 
il), of Manchester 


retary Sir Exlw 
vo aud the Ist in 
th the guarantee offered 1 













































su 





* Nos. 880 and 881. } No. 498. $ No. 182. 

























































(29914) 


letter of the 27th ultimo, introducing Mr. Walter FI 









should inform the Persian Government officially that His Majesty's Government have 
no objection to the grant of such a Concession to any applicant approved by them and 
that, pending a decision as to the ownership of the island, the concessionnaire should 
pay half the royalties due on the oxide extracted to the Sheikh of Sharga, 

_ Itappears to Sir E. Grey that the course proposed by Mr. Marling presents this 
disadvantage, that it would be likely to lead the Persian Government to refuse 4 grant 
e Concession to the Manchester Company, an t el i ve 
ie ars ;pany, and that such a refusal might be followed 

‘The alternative policy of withholding the suggested declaration concerning the 
payment of royalties till the Concession is actually granted to Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar 
and then presenting it, is also open to objection, since it might cause the Persian 
Government to revoke the privilege 

_T-am accordingly to inquire whether, in Lord Morley’s opinion, it 
piebloio creucuh Metin siienay asl iene oye annes ae eatjat 
to make any mention at all of the question of royalties, 

Tam further to transmit decypher of a later telegram 
reporting that the agent of the Company is anxious to open negotiations for the acqui 
tion of the Concession, and inquiring what reply should be returned to him, and Iam 
tostate that, in view of the terms of this message, Sir H, Grey would be glad to receive 
an expression of Lord Morley's views with as litile delay as may be convenient, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 




















rom Mr. Marling,* 














{29914} No. 498, 











eign Office to Messrs, Ziegler and Co, 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, September 9, 1908, 
of your 
n, siting. 
in viow of 





overnment on your 
ieur through the inability of the Persian 








Mr, Marlin, 
whether such a cla 
who have incurred si x 
n, and whether this claim has been. ad 
__ Mr. Marling will also be requested to furnish his observal 
circumstances of the ease, so that Sir B, Grey may be placed in a position to. judge 
whither they are such as to admit of its being made the object of a claim for 












ited in conversation by 
ian Gover 








‘itted by the Pe 

















compensation, h . 5 San HOlU Ta WHiclte 
covupenation, having regard to the rules of International Law which apply to suel 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE. 











No. 199, 
Foreign Office to Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 
Sir, Forel ( 9,19 
5 ‘ z ign Office, September 9, 1908, 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to Resa the receipt of your 


, intro’ er Flinn, a partner in the firm of 
Ziegler aul Co., which was left at this Office by that gentleman the next 





Messrs. Ph 





day, along with a letter from that firm regarding their interests at Tabreez, 





* No, 455. 
[1590] D5 
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T am to transmit to you herewith, in reply, copy of a letter which Sir B. Grey 
has caused to be addressed to Messrs. Ziegler, in answer to their communication, 
setting forth the steps which it-will be possible to take on their behalf 

am, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 








[31388] No. 500. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 256.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Re Foreign Office, September 10, 1908. 
HUNDER ABBAS Consular guard, No, 20 
‘Preasiny assent to scheme for incre 
will hear half cost for three years. : 
They suggest withdrawal of existing detachment of cavalry as soon as infantry 
detachment is in attendanee. What is your opinion ? 




















(81584) No, 501. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 11.) 





‘DAE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorctary of State for Roreign Affairs, and, by dircetion of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter 
from the Roreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 6th August, relative 
to allairs at Nedjet, 


India Office, September 10, 1908. 











Tnelosure in No. 501. 





Consul-General Ramsay to Government of India. 


Sin, Bagdad, July 1, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Vieo-Consul at Karbala has sent me a 
copy of an address given to a number of students at Nedjef by Mullah Muhammad 
Kadhem, Khorassani, Photographie copies of the address are said to have been sent 
for publication in Persia, T give helow a very free translation of the address :— 


(Note—A Mahommeda 
whether his clothes are clean, unclean, or doubtful, 
Malionmedan religion.) 

















when he is going to say 
rl 


is prayers has to. consider 
to the technicalities of the 








“Some people think it wrong to pray in clothes which are doubtful, but I am not 
‘one of those, vet for forty years [ have not used European cloth, ‘The Customs ret 
published by Persia show the great value of the things that she imports, and this entails 
vecontinnal drain of money from the country. A friend told me that when Shah 
Muraifar-ud-Din was going to Tehran to he crowned, he remarked that even the winding 
shots of the Faithful were made in Europe, and he expressed an intention to change all 
this, ‘This intention, like many of his promises, was not translated into action. Without 
money, government and the protection of the people are not possible. We should be 
content to use what ean be procured in the country, so that our money may not go to 
We should not mind if we get coarser cloth and have to pay more for it. 

Mahommedan countries are not prosperous because they are not industrial countries, 
Agha Mirza Muhammad Ibrahim has brought me some samples of locally- ( ? in Persia) 
made cloth, which is quite good enough to serve its purpose. It is not suitable for a 
han to consider his clothes as of importance, ‘This address should be widely published. 
Industrial activity is the only cure for the poverty of Persia, We must not expect 

ch at first, but if we show courage and perseverance we shall eventually 





























No, 498, 
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2 At the same time the Vice-Consul sent me copies of telegrams that have 
passed between the Ulemas of Nedjef and the priests at ‘Tehran and other places, 
‘The centre of political activity, as far as Persia is concerned, is clearly at Nedjef. 
Important papers are signed by Haji Mirza Hussein, son. of Mirza Khalil; by Akbund 
Molla Mubammad Kadhem, Khorassani; and by Sheikh Abdulla Mazendarani, Haji 
Hussein's name is written first, but he is now very old, and quite blind, and Mulla 
Muhammad Kadhem is really the most powerful man in Nedjef, If fact, he seems to be 
nearer to being the de facto Shah of Persia than is any one else, 

8. There is a rumour that the three men named above are thinking of going to 
‘Tehran with a view to crushing all opposition to the Assembly, but nothing definite 
has yet been decided, 





Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) J, RAMSAY. 








[31346] No. 502. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 363.) 
(felegraphic.)_P Foreign Office, September 11, 1908. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute (see Sir G. Lowther’s telegram No, 258 4 of 
the 8th instant and my reply No, 225 of to-day), 
‘You should act in the sense indicated in these telegrams, 











(81346) 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 





‘eign Office, September 11, 1908, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute. 

In reply to your telegram No. 253 of the Sth instant, we can hardly allege the 
withdrawal ‘of the troops as a reason for i Mr. Wratislaw to return to 
‘Nabreez, after having acted on jon of waiting until thie withdrawal of the 
troops lias actually commenced before making a communication to the Persian 
Government. But we will propose that as soon as the withdrawal is begun the 
Consuls should leave, 























(81418) No. 504, 


Foreign Office to Messrs. Strick and Co, (Limited), 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, September 11, 1908, 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2nd instant inquiring as to the ownership of the Islands of Jezirat Nabiya ‘Tamb 
(locally called “Little Tamb") and Sirri in the Persian Gulf. 

‘The first_of these islands is understood to. be a small island 8 miles west of 
the Island of Tamb proper, and the status of the island is, in the view of His Majesty's 
Government, the same as that of the larger Island of amb, In 1904, His Majesty's 
Government intimated to the Persian Government that the Sheikh of Shargah, who hiad 
hoisted his flag on the island, had the right to fly it as the first occupant until his 
lawful possession was disproved. 
___As regards Sirri, the claim of the Jowasmi Arab Sheikhs to the ownership of the 
island, which is vested in the Sheikh of Shargal as their Chief, has nover been 
voluntarily dropped, but His Majesty's Government, though they have never in any way 
admitted nor withdrawn their original objections to the claim of the Persian Govern- 
ment, have refrained from taking any action in the matter. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 
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[81782] No. 505. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 167.) 

(Welegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, September 12 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, Your telegram No. 363 of yesterday. 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs agrees with His Majesty’s Government in 
thinking that a commencement of withdrawal of ‘Turkish troops from the disputed 
gone should precede the departure of the British Consul-General and the Russian 
Vice-Consul.. He pointed out, however, that Russian Vice-Consul is permanently. 
resident at Urumia, and the Russian Government accordingly propose, when the time 
comes, merely fo instruct him to resume his ordinary Consular duties, and to take no. 
further part in. the frontier dispute, M. Tcharykolf added thet, in his opinion, 
Mr, Wratislaw might be instructed to leave when ‘Turkish troops have completely 
evacuated country between Urumia and Tabreez on the north side of the Inke. He 
would be glad to know whether cur in this suggestion, and would instruct 
Mr, Marling to concert with hi ian colleague for the simultaneous issue of 
roposed instructions to the British and Russian Consular Representatives at Uru 

To lias telegraphed to M. de Hartwig in above sense. 





1908. 








































506. 





[31733] 


Mr. Marling to sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 304.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, Septenber 12, 1903. 

HORMUZ oxide. You 1 of the 9th instant. 

Tt is probable that the reason Mc ajar did not appeal to us was that he 
Knevw tliat we should in any ease oppose any attempt on the part of the Germans to 
gquire the Concession, and that, as reported in my telegram No, 288 of the 27th 
August, M, de Hartwig had moved in the matter: 

The German application for the Cox was, according to Moin-ut-Tujar, 
made through a Persian whom he is about to take into his pay. 

hough Lean seo ‘ounds for supposing that he bas been squared by 
the Germans, it is ele its to keep a free hand, as is shown by his disinelina~ 
tion to conclude contracts with British firms, 

































[31734] No, 507. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 805.) 
(Welegraphic.) Be ‘Tehran, September 12, 1908. 


THIS Majesty's Vice-Consul at Tabreez reports that yesterday morning he 
necompanied Delegates to and from the meeting with the Governor-General, He 
took io other part in the interview. 

Tn reply to representations of the Delegates the Governor-General refused to 
recognize the Constitution until it hud been reaffirmed by the Shah or to permit the 
Jocal Assembly to be reopened, He required that the insurgents should submit 
immediately and lay down their arms, He finally said that the Shah would he 
Willing to establish Lay Courts and to make other concessions of the nature of those 
Whiclt had beon talked of in January 1906. 

‘Pho Lopulir party invited the Russian Constl-General to attend the meeting, but 
he refused to do so if his colleagues were asked. 

An attick was made, while the meeting was in progress, on the north-west 
quarter of the town by Maku Kurds with artillery. ‘The Kurds, who were completely 
defeated, lost one gon, ‘he losses on both sides are estimated at about 200, ‘There 
fs no doubt that before ordering the assembly of Parliament the Shahi hopes to reduce 
the town, Phere is zreat excitement, and the situation is serious. 

‘he attitude of Russian Consul-General appears to me inexplicable in view of the 
recent joint recommendations to the Shah. 
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(81451) No. 508. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 259.) 
(Telegraphic) | R Foreign Office, September 12, 1908. 


‘OUR telegram No. 303, 
Tn view of your explanation, you need not act on my telegram No. 249. 











(31181) No. 509. 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Septenber 12, 1908. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 21st Febrnary relative to a proposed statement 
in Parliament on the subject of the advance of 300,000. made in two instalments to 
the Persian Government by the Government of India in 1903 and 1904, Iam directed 
by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from tho 
Tadia Ollice,* inquiring whether any decision has yet been arrived at on the subject. 
Tn view of the considerations set forth in this letter, I am to request that you will 
move the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to favour Sir 1B, Grey with 
reply to my communication above referred to at as early a dato as may be convenient, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed). LOUIS MALLET. 

















[30067] No, 510. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 12, 1908, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 16th May last, relative to the exchange of 
the control of the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad telegraph lines, Tam directed 
by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a dospateh from His 
Majesty's Ambassudor at St, Petersburgh, forwarding copy of an aide-mémoire eommu- 
nicated to his E he Russian Government on the subject.t 

Tt will be n Governt 
accept the proposal of His Majesty's Government that each Pow 
its employés from the line controlled by the oth 

parently based on technical grounds, that each should withdraw all its 
ns and inspectors, but that Great Britain should retain her signallers at 
Meshed, and Russia hers at Birjand and Nasratabad. 
10 see the question settled in accordance 
's Government, there appears to him to be little 
rent could now be induced to withdraw their 
objections to it, and he is accordingly disposed to agree to the solution of the difficulty 
6n the lines of the compromise now suggested, which approximates to the arrangement 
preferred by His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran, Consul-General at Meshed, and 
Consul in Seistan, aud, originally, by the Government of India also. 

It is further to be observed that the Russian Government, have now appointed a 
Military Attaché to their Consulate in Seistan, whose presence, in which is Majesty's 
Goverment are obliged to acquiesce, is so much more objectionable to them than that 
of the Russian signallers, as to render the retention of these last a comparatively trivial 
matter. 

Tam to request that, should Viscount Morley concur in the viow above 
he will cause to be prepared and forwarded to this Office a draft Arrangement to give 
affvct to the exchange on the lines now proposed, which would be transmitted to 
Sir A. Nicolson for discussion with the Russian Government, in aécordanco with the 
suggestion contained in the penultimate paragraph of his Exeellency’s despatch. 
With reference to the last paragraph of that despatch, Lam to state that Sir 1, 
« has addressed a tolegram to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, inquiring 















should withdraw all 
and put forward instead the s 
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shat progress has been made in obtaining the consent of the Persian Government to 
iple of the exchange. 





Tam, &. 


3 (Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





(1225) No. 511. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, 





spoedily be reached. 
Tam therefore to request that Viseou 
roply to my lotter above referred to with as 





Morley will favour Sir E. Grey with a 
little delay as may be convenient. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED. 








(30360) No, 512. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Ellinger. 





Dear Mr, Hllinger, Foreign Office, September 12, 1908, 
WITH roference to my letter of the 27th ultimo, relative to red oxide at Hormuz, 
wo have received a telegram from Mr. Marling, dated the Ist instant, reporting a 
conversation which he b with the Mc :jjar that morning on the subject. 
Tn the course of this conversation Mr. Mi pointed out to the Moin how the 
on of a British Company would strengiten his hold on his Concession, but in 
‘of his efforts he was unable to overcome the Moin’s hostility to the scheme. 
‘Nhe Moin told Mr. Marling that he was shortly coming to Europe, and would 
dixeuss tho matter with you, which would appear to show that he is confident of 
‘aining his Concession, but anxious for the support of His Majesty's Government to 
secure that object 
T toll you this in order that, when the Moin broaches the subject with you, you 
yy lay particular stress on the advantages which he would derive from the formation 
ofa Company, and make every effort to obtain his consent to the schem 
Tshould be much obliged if you would let me know, or Sir C. Hardinge, as I 
shall be absent from the 16th instant, when the Moin arrives. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ' LOUIS MALLET. 

















fon 
spi 



























[30503] No. 513. 
Foreign Office & M. W. K, D'Arcy. 





Dear M. D!Arey, Foreign Office, September 12, 1908, 

T SEND ‘you herewith a copy of a private letter to Sir C. Hardinge from 
Mr. Marling, ‘which incloses a copy of a despatch and Memorandum from 
Captain Lorimer, our Vice-Consul at Ahwazt dealing with certain points which will 
ecome important if the Oil Concessions Syndicate contemplate extending the field of 
their operations in South-Western Persia. 

think these papers will be of use to the Syndicate in deciding how such an 
enterprise should be carried out, if they decide to undertake it, and I need hardly add 
that it is most desirable from the point of view of British interests, both political and 











* No, 474, +f No, 439 and Inclosures, 
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commercial, that it should be undertaken by them, since if it is not there is every 
Heston that the business will be secured and worked by the subjects of a foreign 
ower. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 












(31840) No. 514. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
Wo. 231.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 22, 1908. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the exchange of 
telegraph lines, I have the honour to quote the following extract, dated the 21st ultimo, 
from a Seistan Consulate diary received to-day :— 


“Dr, Kosminsky told Mr. Howson that 40,000 roubles had been sanctioned for the: 
complete renewal of the Meshed-Seistan line, The work, however, was not being taken 
fn hand pending negotiations that were taking place. He further said that the 
‘annual expenditure was 2,000 roubles divided equally between the two sections— 
Meshed-Schdch and Schdeh-Seistan, 

“No arrangements have as yet been made for the annual repairs.” 














I presume that the 2,000 roubles, mentioned as the annual expenditure, covers only 





the cost of annual repair. 


Thave, 


&o, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 








No, 515. 


31796) 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 





(No. 888) 

i, St, Petersburgh, September 1, 1908, 

1 COMMUNICATED yesterday to M. Toharykoff an aide-mémoire, of which T haye 
the honour to inclose a copy, setting forth the ‘anendments which you wished to see 
introduced in the identic communication to be made by the British and Russian 
Representatives at Teliran to the Persian Government in regard to the conciliatory 
hosition evidenced by the Sublime Porte in dealing with the frontier dispute, 

M, oharykoff said that he was quite ready to accept the amendments, although he 
stiould have felt himself justified for his yart in spenking of ‘formal assurances” from 
the Otioman Government, as the new Turkish Ambassador, who had just arrived, had 
made very positive declarations in the sense of the communication, He also agreed 
that it would be well to inform the Ambassadors at Constantinople of the wording, so as 
to insure it being in strict accordance with the facts, and he would suggest that both 
Governments should now telegraph the text both to the Embassies at Constantinople 
and ta the Legations at. Tehran, informing the latter that they should not deliver the 
message until they received further instructions. By this procedure little time would 
be lost. said that I would inform you at once of his views, which seemed to me most 
reasonable. 


























T have, &¢, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 






Tuclosure in No. 515, 


Aide-mémoire, 





HIS Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to receive, on the 13th (26th) instant, the 
draft of an identic commiunieation which the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
proposed should be addressed to the Persian Government in regurd to the projected 
withdrawal of the Ottoman troops from certain localities which hnd been occupied by 
them to the east of the zone on the Turco-Persian frontier, 

His Majesty's Embassy has uow the honour to inform the Imperial Ministry for 
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Foreign Affuirs that, us His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople has made no repre- 
sentations to the Sublime Porte on the subject since the introduction of the new régime 
into Turkey, His Majesty's Government would prefer that the first parazraph in the 
above-mentioned identic communication should be omitted, and they would also prefer 
to substitute in the second paragraph the words “stated to them” for the words ‘leur 
a donné les assurances les plus formelles.” 

‘The second paragraph, which would then be the opening paragraph of the identic 
communication, sould then run as follows :— 

(It ie with a sincere satistaetion that the Cabinets of St. Petersburgh and of 
London are ina position to inform the Persian Government that the Ottoman Govern- 
ment have stated to them that the Turkish troops” et seg. 


No alteration is desired in the third (now the second) paragraph of the draft 
identic communication, 

His Majesty's Embassy would also suggest that it might be desirable that the 
British and Russian Ambassadors at Constantinople should be made acquainted with the 
proposed wording, 60 as to insure it being strictly in accordance with what has been said 
at Constantinople, 


St, Petersburgh, August 18 (81), 1908. 


































{81797] No. 516. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received September V4.) 





Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 1, 1908, 

T SPOKE to M. Tcharykolf to-day in regard to the request made by the ‘Turkish 
‘Ambassador in Tehran to his Government for the despatch of an escort to Tabreex to 
protect the Ottoman Consul and Ottoman subjects in that city, and { Left with him an 
vieménoire, of which [| have the honour to inelose a copy, giving the substance of 
Mr. Marling’s tolograin and the text of the instructions which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment proposed should be sent to the Ambassadors at Constantinople. 

M. Neharykort said that he had heard nothings from M. de Hartwig on the subject, 
and he would naturally: have to make inquiries at ‘Tehran before giving an opinion as to 
the instructions with which it was proposed to furnish the Ambassidors. Personally, he 
had v t doubts if the Sublime Porte would for a moment entertain the proposal 
if their Ambassador, as they would know that such a step would be most distasteful to 
the Persian Government, ani, from the tenor both of the language held at 
Constantinople and also by the Turkish Representative here, it was clear that. the 
Ottoman Government wished to establish the friendliest relations with their Mussulman 
neighbour, 

Th 8 

























































to him that, as the question had been mooted locally at ‘Tehran, it 
without perhaps moving the hea chinery of 
ations or suggestions on the part of the Ambasadors at Constantinople, He 
i as far ay possible from pressing the Sublime Porte at this moment on 














expression of first impressions. 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 








, 


—————————— 





Tnclosure in No. 516. 












Aide-mémoire: 





HIS Majesty’s Government have received information that the Turkish Ambassador 
fat ‘Teliran has notified the Persian Government of an intention to send an escort to 
abrecs tor the protection of the Ottoman Consul and Ottoman subjects, ‘The Persian 
Governmicnt, it appears, object'strongly: to this step on the ground that it would create 
fan unfortunate effect in Pabreez and is uncalled for at the present moment, as the town 
has been lately comparatively quiet and negotiations between the two conflicting parties 











are proceeding. ‘The Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed the liope that His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople might be able to dissuade the Turkish Govern- 
ment from taking the contemplated step. 

His Majesty's Government would be glad to have the views of the Russian 
Government on the subject ; and if the Imperial Government are in favour of saying 
something at Constantinople, His Majesty’s Government would propose the following 
instructions to the Ambassadors :— 


«You may inform the Sublime Porte that Persia bas appealed to us to dissuade 
the Ottoman Government from sending an escort to Tabreez on the ground that the 
step would create an unfortunate effect in Tabreez and is not necessary for protection. 
Neotiations are, moreover, proceeding. In these circumstances, perhaps, the Sublime 
Porte would not act on the proposal.” 


His Majesty's Embassy would be glad to learn the views of the Imperial Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, 


St. Petersburgh, August 18 (31), 1908. 











[31798] No. 517, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 390.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 1, 1908. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 374 of the 2nd ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit copy of the identic communication which the Russian Government propose 
should be made to the Shah by the British and Russian Representatives at Tehran, 
impressing on His Majesty the desirability of convoking the Assembly on the date 
which had been fixed. 
M. Tcharykolf explained to me that a few days ago the Shah had informed 
M. de Hartwig that the new electoral regulations would be. shortly promulgated, and 
perlips this announcement on the part of the Shah afforded an opportunity of 
intimating t ernments hoped that His Majesty's promises would be fully 
completed by the convoeation of the Assembly, He thought, therefore, that it would 
be better not to avait th of Mr. Barclay, though leaying to M. de Hartwig and 
Mr. Marling. full discretion as to the mode and moment of making the communication, 
T told M, ‘Teharykoft that I would telegraph the text to you, and lot him know 
your opinion. 
































Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 








Tnclosixre in No, 517. 









Draft Identic Note to be transmitted to Shah by British and Russian Representatives at 
Tehran—(Comnunicated to Sir A. Nicolson by M. Teharykoff, August 18 (31), 1908,) 









(Confidentielle.) 

VU que Sa Majesté le Schah a fait connaitre son i 
nouveaux roglements concernant les élections législatives prochaines, 1o Ministre do 
le Chargé d’Affaires de la Grande-Bretagne| estime, conformément aux 
ns de son Gouvernement, et sans aucunement vouloir s'immiscer dans les 
é la Perse, qu'il serait tts désirable et opportun, dans Vintérét de 
nitif du pays et dans celui du commerce et de la prospérité générale, 
que Sa Majesté le Schah daizne, en méme temps, déclarer que sa décision de maint 
Ths lois organiques qu’elle a octroyées son Empire est irnévocable et que le Médjliss, 
Talection duquel on va procéder, se réunira & Téhéran le 1* (14) Novembre, année 
courante, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 18 (31) otit, 1908. 


tention de. publier sous, peut Tes 




































me 



















(1599) 4Q 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 


St, Petersburgh, September 4, 1908. 
of your telegram No 
ernment to hasten the 
-d to his eonvoking the 
that a warning should at the same 
lition of affairs at Tabreez, and the 
as to the Shah's 
‘and to convoke the Assembly on 


Sir, 
T COMMUNICATED to M. 
the 2nd instant, instruct 


‘Teharykoff the substance 
to request the Russian Gov 
communication to the 

fe fixed, and also proposing 
the critical cond 
ent being made in that city 


Assembly. on the. dat 
timo be given to His Majesty as to 
desirability ofsa_ publi 

irrevocable decision to mai 









n the organic laws 
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from the other side that we should abolish a post or two in the Russian sphere; and 
With this we might be disinclined to agree. I would suggest limiting our proposals 
toa change of individual: 

‘As M. Isvolsky is visiting London next month, the question as to a reorganization 
of the respective staffs might perhaps be opened up with him on that occasion, and 
the detailed discussions continned here when he returns. 

T would wish to take this opporturity of mentioning that I doubt if M. de Hartwig. 
“will he transferred as soon as was anticipated. It is considered but just that another 
post should be found for him, and at present there is no suitable one vacant. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 























the 14th November. 
T have the honour to transmit copy 

M. Teharykolf announcing his concurrence wi 

‘and the fact of his having se 


which T have recei 
s of His Majesty’ 





e 
instructions to M. de Hartwig. 


‘A. NICOLSON. 











Tnelosure in No. 


M. Teharykoff to Sir A. Nicolson, 


int-Pétersbourg, le 21 Ao! 
Jottro d'anjourd’hui je m'empresse d 
iabinet de Londres, je 





‘Mon chor Ambassadent, 
“sponse i votre 
conformité avec Tavis du, C 
3. Hartwig. suequitter, dae 
ft convocation du 

‘de concert avec le Chargé 
do co qui suit:— 

“Tos Gouvernements Russe et Anglais envi 
we et le Gonver 
1 ou Britannique 












Medjliss. Jai ¢ temp 
(Affaires Britannique, 








agent la situation 4 Tauris comme 
ra tent responsable si préjudice était 
fin de pacifier In popula 





extrémoment BF 
os sujots Russe: 











maintenir les lois 


fora savoir & son p ion de mains It 


de procéder aux élections et We convoquer 








&e, 
‘CHARYKOFE. 








Sir ch Nicolson to Sir Edmard Grey.—(Received September 14.) 





St. Petersburgh, September 7, 1908. 
No. 266, Confidential, of the 
ate at Bunder Abbas. 
to offect some consider 
yhran and elsewhere in 
i Id be taken by His 
Is. Tt is no doubt true that we have 
officials, whoso 
ate; but the Russian 
‘of the Convention it would be 
moved to other spheres. 
cussed sooner oF later, and I should of 
Isvolsky on the subj 
‘dual Russian emp 





had the honour to receive your despatch 
‘abolition of the Russian Con 


26th ultimo, relative to the 
eae i Tsvolsky would, 


Tani of opinion that M. 
2 changes amon) 
i he would expe 
Government in regard to 
peifoctly sound res 





not be indisposed 
ah officials employed at 
that some correspond 





¢ the various I 














the transfer of cer 
is inconvenient and w 
ro the smooth working. 
British officials 
ich willl have to be di 
ready to speak with 
thitt it would be to no purpose 

solitary treatment. 

fof the Russian Consulate at Bunder 


oyerninent imagine 
most desirable that s 
question is one whic 





ject, but 1 am sure 
loyé for special and 
ise to ask for the abolition 


'd to proposals 











T doubt whether it would be wise to 
+h a request might lea 





[31793] No, 520, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 550.) 
Sir, Therapia, September 8, 1908. 


WITH reference to my telegram No. 251 of the 7th instant, I have the honour to 
forward to you herewith copy of the French version of the communication which it is 
rowed that the Brith and Russian Legations at Tehran should present: to the 
Yersian Government, expressing the hope that as the Turkish Government have 
Geclared their intention of withdrawing their troops from beyond the frontier zone 
Which is now in dispute, they will now be able to settle this dispute with the Turkish 

Government in a friendly way. 
‘The Russian Ampassado 








and myself are agreed as to the suitability of this note, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) GERARD LOWTHER, 









SS 





Inclosure in No. 


Draft Anglo-Russian Note to be communicated to Persian Government, 





CEST avec une sincire satisfaction que les Cabinets de Saint-Pétersbourg et de 
Londres se trouvent  méme diinformer le Gouvernement Persan que le Gouvernement 
Ottoman leur a déclaré que les troupes ‘Turques qui avaient pénétré sur le to 
Persin et an deli de la zone recomnne comme dovant étre déclarée objet d'une 
délimitation seront rappelées sans retard et que la Porte est résoluo A arriver 4 une 
solution amicale les difficultés aveo la Perse, 

En portant ce qui préctde & Ja connaissance du Ministre des Affaires, Ftrangbres 
du Schah, In Légation de Russie [de Grande-Bretagne] se plait \ espérer que le 
Gouvernement Persan continuera A user de gon c6té de In modération nécessairo ot 

irra, dis lors, aboutir & une solution définitive de son litige-frontitre aveo lo 
jouyernement Ottoman, 

















88S 





[82035] No. 521. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
Ge 806.) 
‘elegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, September 14, 1908, 


"DHE Shak and Constitution. My telegram No. 802 of the Sth instant. 

‘The Minister of War invited M. de Hartwig to a review of troops at, the Shah’s 
camp on the 12th instant, which his Execllency attended privately and had some 
conversation with the Shah, His Majesty, according to M. de Hartwig, is much 
annoyed that news of the joint representation should have become known, as he fears 
that he would seem to be yielding to compulsion of two Powers if he now follows the 
advice given; this would also stimulate the revolutionary movement. His Majesty 
further said that he would make a reply to the communication very, shortly, but that 
he wished, until he had restored his authority at Tabreez, to defer making any 
announcement. 









































Following is very confidential 


{ consider that M. de Hartwig’s visit to the Shah is very il 
reactionary party at Court will assert that Russia was not in earnest in. gi 
to the Shah if His Majesty now delays making declaration. 

















(32036) No. 522. 


‘Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 807.) 
(olegraphic,) P. 

BXCIANGE of telegraphs, Your telegram 

Whe Minister of ‘Telegraplis, whom the Acting Superintendent of the Indo- 
European ‘Telegraph Department recently sounded, is unwilling to agree. M. de 
Hartwig, however, is of opinion that it will be possible to get the question 

Tcan see only one objection to our moving at present, viz., that the 1 
for the Ahwaz line, about which the Superintendent is inclined to be hop 
be jeopardized and wortd certainly b 


Tehran, September 14, 1908, 
0, 251 of the Sth instant. 

























(81388) No. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 14, 1908, 
WITH reference to my lettor of the 26th ultimo, relative to the iMerease of the 
guard of Ihs Majesty's Consulate at Bunder Abbas, T am directed by Secretary Sir 
Hdward Groy to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the Treasury,” assenti 
to the schoine proposed by the Government of India and. sauctioning the ch 
Tmperial funds of one half of the involved in carrying it into effect. 
Tam at the ition to the 
suggestion contain detachment 
of cavalry should ho withdra 
Sit 1, Groy has address 
inquiring huis opinion of this proposal, 
































Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
(31224) 52d. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 14, 1908. 





1 AM directed by Secrotary Sir Ri Anowledge the receipt of your 
Jotter of tho Slst ullimo, relative to the proposed repairs to the Godar Bridge on the 
Alwwaz-Tspahan Road, 











Tn this lettor you state that your Company aro unwilling to accept the sum named 
in tho estimate proposed by Lieutenant Ranking, aud agreed to by the Bakhtiari 





Khans in full paymont of the expense 
express the opinion that the solution sugge¥te 
est ono to adopt in the interests of the Khan 
Tam to inform you in reply that the decision of your Company was communicated 
by telesraph to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran, who has now pointed out 
that tho proposuls made by His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Ahwaz on this subject were 
Dased on your letter of the 13th March last, and were communicated to the Khans in 
Accordance with the request which it contained, 
‘Dhe proposals now, made in your letter of the 21th ultimo appear to be essentially 
different from, those which your Company previously put forward, and to amount to a 
that the Khans will give them carte Ulaxehe in the matter of the expense to be 
vd in repairing the bridge. ‘This, as your Company are aware from my letter 
of the 13th ultimo, their Excellencies have already expressed their unwillingness to do, 





neurred in carrying out these repairs, and you 
| in your letter of the 24th ultimo is the 
) 



















































* No. us, 
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With reference to, the statement in your letter under reply that the estimate 
prepared at Ahwaz, which was communicated to you in my letter of the 26th ultimo, is 
Obviously defective, I am to observe that that estimate was based on information 
furnished to Lieutenant Ranking by your Company's agents on the spot. 

Mr. Marling expresses the opinion that the Khans have shown unusual readiness 
to fall in with the expressed requirements of your Company, and that: they would bo 
certain to regard the fresh and indefinite demands now put forward ax a breach 
of faith, 

He considers that to press these demands on the Khans would be most prejudicial 
to the influence exercised over their Excellencies by His Majesty's Government, and 
to the relations at present existing between the two. 

Sir E. Grey concurs in Mr, Marling’s view, and desires me to point. out that if 
these new requirements are insisted on, it will be morally impossible for His Majesty's 

jovernment to afford to them the support of His Majesty's Legation at Tehran, and. 
ice-Consulate at Ahwaz, 

Your Company are, however, naturally free to make with the Khans such 
independent arrangements as they’ may consider to be most in accordance with their 
interests, 


























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(80134) 
Foreign Office to Mr. Eltinger. 








(Confidential.) 
Dear Mr. Ellinger, Foreign Office, September 14, 1908, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 12th instant, relative to the Concession held by 


the Moin-ut-Pujjar to extract red oxide at Hormuz, I write to tell you that we have 
recently received a despatch from our Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran on the subject, 

Tn the course of this report Mr, Marling expresses the opinion that the Moin 
suspects that one reason for the warm interest which His Majesty's Government, aro 
displaying in this question is that they are secking to induce him to placo his Hormuz 
Concession so far under British protection that the Legation will bo able to use its 
Position to bring pressure to bear on him in other matters in which there are British 
Interests opposed to his ov 

Mr, Marling thinks that if 




















ould disabuse the Moin’s mind of this 
suspicion, which is, of course, quite un J, the chief difficulty in the way of 
ig the trade in British hands would be removed, 

you could take a suitable opportunity to assure the 
Moin that Tis Majesty's ¢ u0 such ulterior motive as he suspects, much 
good might result not only to British trade in general, but to your own interests in 
particular. 

Tn any communication which you might make to the Moin in this sense you 
would, of course, carefully avoid giving him the impression that your action was in any 
way suggested or prompted by the Foreign Ollice. 























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLET, 


























[80127] No. 526. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther, 





61. Very Confidential.) 
. Foreign Office, September 15, 1908. 
T TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Chargé WAffaires at Tehran,® relative to the efforts which are being made by German 
subjects to increase trade between that country and Western Pe 
Thave to request your Excellency to instruct the British 















cting Consul-General at 


+ No. 406 
[1509 in 
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Baglad to furnish any information which he may be able to obtain regarding the 
position and proceedings of Herr Berk Puttmann, whose transactions are referred to in 
this despatch. eee 

Gigned) | E. GREY. 





(30098) No, 527. 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
ne oe) Foreign Office, September 15, 1908. 
* | PRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador 
‘at Borlin,® summarizing an article 1 peared in the Borliner Tageblatt” of the 
Séth ultimo from the pen of Herr Mygind, the correspondent of that paper in Persia, in 
helt tie means of extending German trade in the western region of that country, 
Ghiolly at the expense of British commerce, aro discussed, 
T haye to request you to furnish me with your obse 
special reference to the proposal to obtain, on behalf of G 
to exploit the naphtha in the contral and northern oil distr 

































‘ions on this despatch, with 
rman subjects, Concessions 





Tam, &, 
(Signed) E, GREY. 








(30923) No. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 








Sin, Foreign Office, September 15, 1908. 
 \WEDIT reference to India Office letter of the 17th July, relative to the departure 
of tho Ziles-Sultan from Persia, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward ¢ 
nmnit to you herewith copy of a. despatch from His Majesty's Chargé dAffaires at 
Tolan reporting that fis Tinperial Highnoss left that capital for Resht on the 14th 
{av that the question of providing a vessel of the Royal Indian Marine to convey 
1 no longer be considered. 



















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) F, A. CAMPBELL. 








(32177) No. 529. 


Indiu Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 16.) 








‘NEB Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Socratara, at State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Secretary Lor Morley, 
Frawaris herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the Lith instant, regarding the Governorship of Xain. 

India Office, September 15, 1908. 

SSS 


v 
Tuelosure in No. 529. 








Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Yelegraphie)_P. ‘September 14, 1908. 
Telegraphic GRSHIP of Kain, See your telegram dated the 30th April, 1007. 
Tatormation has been received by His Majesty's Consul, Seistan, to the effeot that 
yovernorship has been secured by Hashmat-ul-Mulk for 59,000 tomans, of which sim 
vt hu been paid in cash, and Russian Bank has guaranteed the balance, and that 
rit hae been issued appointing him, though it is Kept seeret, and will not be 
prodived pending arrival at Birjand of Hashmat or his son. Consul urges that, even 














No. 422 + No, 408. 
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if no disturbanee takes place, this will be disastrous to our position. It is not clear 
whether this information has been sent to Chargé Affaires, Tehran, though Consul, 
Seistan, has been in telegraphic communication with him, In transmitting it for the 
information of your Lordship, we can only repeat our objections to Hashmat’s being 
appointed, undér obligation to Russia, to the Govemorship. His Majesty's Govern- 
ment will, we trust, be able to secure the retention of Shaukat in his post. 








(32182) No. 530. 


War Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 16.) 


THE Director of Military Operations presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aifairs, and begs to forward herewith copy of an 
abbreviated translation of articles ov Arabistan by Edward Mygind, in the “ Berliner 
‘Pageblatt,” of the 20th and 26th August, 1908, 


War Office, September 15, 1908, 






530, 


Abbreviated Translation of Articles on Arabistan, by E. Mugind, in the “ Berliner 
Tageblatt” of August 20 and 26, 1908. 


Inclosure in Ni 


I, “The English at Work.” 





IN spite of their discourazing experiences with the Baklitiaris, the English Lynch, 
Company entered upon negotiations with the Lesser Lurs and the Feili Lurs for the 
construction of a caravan road in connection with the steamer service on the Karun, 
northwards. by Shuster and Dizlul to Khoramabad, and beyond in the direction of 
Tehran, ‘The Company liad counted upon the enmity and jealousy between the Feil 
‘and Bakhtiari to act as an inducement to the former to have the main trade route made 
through their territory. 

Dut, whether they had heard of the unfair treatment meted out to the Bakhtiar 
by the English, or feared that the road would threaten their independence, no negotiae 
tions, promises, nor presents could move the Feili from their hostile attitude towards the 
English firm, 

‘he latest attempt has just failed. ‘The English Consul in Ahwaz, Captain Lorimer, 
had gone by Shuster to Dizful a week before my arrival, to try and persuade the Lur 
Chiefs to change their attitude, It was officially given out here that he only went to 
‘spend a few months of his summer leave in the hills, a harmless and plausible reason for 
his absence, which | vould have had no reason to doubt, if a certain incident had not 
shown me that there was another. When | wanted to book a passage hy the steamer 
to Shuster, the captain informed se that there was no cabin available, although the 

nt had informed me two days before that he had made arringements for me. 
‘The captain, moreover, showed me discourtesy, which was quite unprovoked and 
uncalled for. 

‘The agent, whom I at once proceeiled to look for, was, strange to say, not to be 
found, { therefore devided to make use of the Persian steamer, It turned out, however, 
that, owing to its engine having been damaged, the steamer ad not arrived. 

‘Whis affair with the English appeared to me so peculiar that T suspected some 
special motive, and set myself the very same evening to discover it. It so happened that 
Tmet a certain person who put me on the track, and by next morning I had ascertained 
the following: the agent, who acted as « kind of factotum to the Consulate, had heard 
from the Consul a few days previously that his mission had again been fruitless, that the 
Chiels had threatened him with death if he continued his journey, and reproached him 
‘with having eome only to get then into trouble with the Government, and to arouse the 
suspicion, both in Tehran and among the Bakhtiari, that they (the Chiefs) had invited 

‘Dhey would have nothing to say to him or his road, which could only benefit the 
ish. On receipt of this letter, the agent had thought it necessiry to inform the 
Consul of my arrival, and my intentions to go to Dizful; whereupon pressing instructions 
came back by wire if possible to stop, or, at any rate, to delay my journey, Very 
hatural, too! There was no need for all the world to learn of the Buglish failure, 












































































her moderation in the Anglo-Russian Agreement, under which she only claims the east 
as her sphere of interest, and tacitly concedes the south-west as neutral ; there she is on 
safe ground, since the house of Lynch has become a power in this part. 

it the principle of the open door must hold good here algo; we do not want to 
infringe upon the interests of the English house either on the ‘Tigris or on the Karan, 
put we demand freedom for our commercial and industrial activity in the ‘neutral 














Ahwaz on the Karun, end of June, 








(32245) No. 531, 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 
(No, 808) 
(Telegraph Pe Tekran, Septenber 16, 1908. 

BUNDER ABBAS Consular guard. 

With refer to your telegram No, 256 of the 10th instant, it does not seem 
le to dispense with small escort of mounted men who accompany Consul when 
kes official visits, or when he is on tour. 




















(32338) No. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 17.) 


Si India Office, September 16, 1908. 
TN reply to your Tettor dated the 9th instant as to the proposed application of 
Messrs, Hndji AIL Akbar and Co, to the Persian Government for a Concession to extrac 
Tal oxide on the island of Sirri, I am directed to say that, in the opinion of Viscount 
Morley, it would bo better that ho mention of royalties should be made by His Majesty's 
range d’Affairos at Tehran in addrossing the Persian Government. ae 
Tt appears to Lord M this question were raised by Mr. Marling it 
would invatfoct be a protest against the grant of the Concession by the Persian Govern: 
wets Aw explained in Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 2nd June last, Lord Morley does 

not consider that any such protest is m 
He would suggest for Sir B, Grey’ 


























Jeration that it would be sufficient if 
Mr, Marling were to point ont to the Pe overnment, with reference to 
Sin A, Hardinge's note of,the 1th June, 1904, that the controversy as to the ownership 
Of Sitri had not yet been reciprocally s d that the grant of a Concession to 
‘in applicant not approved by His Maj nit would lead to the assertion by: 
them of the elaims of the Jowasmi Chi 

iwont of Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar and Co. might at the 
no objec by His Majesty's Government to, 
sion from tho Persian Governme 














me timo be informed 
application for the 






Tam, &o. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 





(32315) No, 533, 
War Office to Foreign Office — (Received September 17.) 


Sir, y War Office, September 16, 1908, 

TAM commanted by the Army Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dutod tho Tth instant, requesting that the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs may 
hw informed of the grounds upon which the Army Couneil base their opinion that, 
from the point of view of Imperial military interests, the post of Military Attaché to 
lis Majesty's Consulate-General at Meshed should he maintained. 

». In reply, Lam to say that the Army Couneil indorse the views expressed by 
the Government of India in their despatch of the 7th November, 1907, and are of 
pinion that the interruption of the system of obtaining intelligence which has been 














* Seo Part XIV, No. 835. 
















343, 


so suceessfully inaugurated by the Military Attaché at Meshed would be disad- 
yantageous to the Imperial as well as to the Indian army. 

3, Although the conclusion of the recent Convention has no doubt: improved our 
relations with Russia and removed much cause for anxiety, the Army Council consider 
that it would he imprudent, by withdrawing our Attaché from Meshed, to deprive 
Tndia, and, indirectly, the General Staff, of a source of accurate information regarding 
events on the northem frontier of Afghanistan and in Central Asin. 

4, It further seems desirable that the working of the new arrangements under 
which local disputes between Russian and Afghan frontier officials are to be settled. 
should be carefully watched, the more so as, judsing from past experience, the reports 
of such local disputes are liable to produce a feeling of unrest and anxiety, due to 
distortion and exaggeration, unless they pass through the censorship of a trained and 
‘competent Military Intelligence Officer. 

5, The sphere of activity which Seistan offers to the Russian officer who has been 
appointed Military Attaché in that region isa limited one, the information which he 




















may be able to aequire can be little more than is already av the disposal of the 
Russian military authorities, and the loss entailed by the withdrawal of our Attaché 
from Meshed would not, from a military point of view, be counterbalanced by the 
removal of the Russian officer from Seistan, 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BRADE, 











(82035) No, 534. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
No. 367.) 
telegraphic.) Re Foreign Office, Septeniber 17, 1908. 
MR. MARLING?S tolegram No. 306 [Tabreoz]. 
Suggest to Russian Government that wo should press for a reply. 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 260.) 
















[82427] No. 535. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edivard Grey.— (Received September 18.) 
(No. 168,) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

TURCO-PERSTAN frontier. 

‘As Turkish troops are now 





St. Petersburgh, September 18, 1908, 












thidrawn, ME. Tcharykoff considers the moment: 
an opportune one for the Representatives of the two Governments to make the identic 
communication to the Persian Government at ‘Tehran. 

‘In the event of your concurrence, he will send the necessary instructions to 
M, de Hartwig, 





































No, 536. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 18.) 


[32428) 


(No, 169.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, September 18, 1908, 

SILAH and Constitution, Your telegram No, 867 of the 17th instant. 

M. ‘Tcharyko informs me that he is willing to press for a reply. Ho has, 
however, asked me to emborly the suggestion in writing, and will then send a definite 
reply to our proposal. 

‘According to M. Teharykoff, Shah had given assurances in the desired sense 
to M.de Hartwig, and had said that he would ‘‘in a few days” make the public 
declaration, Russian Minister has been instructed by telezrapl, while thanking Shab 
for his assurance, to express the hope that the declaration will in a very few days be 
made, M.'Tcharykoff informed me that he had also left it to Russian Minister to 
suggest, 80 as to avoid postponement of announcement until pacification of ‘Tubrees, 
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that the Shab should proclaim his resolve to hold elections over the whole country 
with the exception of Tabreez, where in existing cireumstances they were impossible. 
Such a step would show that fear of revolutionaries was not making him yield, and 
might furtier be of assistance in restoring tranquillity in the above-mentioned town, 













(81732) No. 537. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 870.) 

(Telegtuphic.) P. Fore’ 
WE: think that it would be better to defer con 

respecting ‘Tureo-Persian fronticr 

assumed a somewhat more definite character. 


m Office, September 18, 1908. 
ation to Persian Government 
ion of the ‘Turkish troops has 














[32036] No, 538. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





PB, Foreign Office, September 18, 1908. 
YOUR telegram No, 307; Acquisition of control of Ahwaz line and exchange of 
tolograplis 
Even at the cost of some di 
jont are 
n of the 








in the qi 
ns to expedite, 
Ahwaz 


ion of exchange of lines, which 
wwe should do all we can to hasten the 
ine; which, from our point of view, is the more 





important. 





(82507) 












(No. 264) 
Pelographic 
CN 








Majesty 
ing been omitted of the 














Hovssin Government having made the communi with His Majesty's 
Jovormment, 

‘Tho Russian Minister had been to the Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, where 
ft was suggested to him that Mr, Churchill was responsible for the document in 





question, 

owt should Lose no time in making carefull inquiries as to whether there is any 
foundation for this sucuestion, and, if uot, as to whether it emanated from any other 
member 6f your stall 













(82566) No. 510. 





Mr, Marling to sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 800.) 


(Welegraphic.) P, 












1 fer for Foreign Affairs sent me the Shah’s reply, of which 
s the substance :— 


Tam taking steps to form a Medjliss in conformity with the requirements of 
the country and with religion and suchas not to lead to a recurrence of disorders, 
and Tam thus fulfilling my promises. I hope that I shall be able to issue a 
Proclamition for the Assembly of the Medjliss on the date mentioned by the two 
Governments in their communication to me} but till after the restoration of order at 
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‘abreez, when the Persian Government 
arrangements, the Parliament will not open. 

AM. de Hartwig tells me that the negotiations at Tabreez are in progress and that 
fighting has ceased. I have received no very recent news myself. 

In view of the fact that, in spite of the advice of the two Governments to take 
conciliatory steps at ‘Iubreez, His Majesty permitted the Maku Kurds to attack the 
town, the teply of the Shah appears to me especially unsatisfactory. Moreover, His 
Majesty gives no assurance that the organic laws will be maintained, 


ill have Ieisure to make the necessary 














[32569] No. 541. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 310.) 

(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, September 19, 1908. 

JOINT Anglo-Russian representation to the Shah, Your telegram No, 260 of 
the 18th instant. 

Except the signed document handed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs for His 
Majesty, no copy whatever has issued from this Legation, Tn accordance with the 
text of the communication telegraphed by yourself, no mention was made of Russia 
in the English note. 

On the 11th instant Ala-esSultaneh, who came to inquire whether Thad any 
knowledge of how the alleged copy had got into circulation, told me that the Prime 
Minister and he had copies, and Inter, from a totally independent source, I accidentally 
Tearnt that: a person at the Shah's camp had given out the exact substance, but not 
the text, of the joint representation, It was known in the bazaars on the morning 
of the 9th instant from this source, I told the Minister for Foreign Affairs of this 
in a private letter, and 1 also verbally informed M, de Hartwig, 

On the evening of the Sth an incorrect and somewhat exaggerated version of the 
object of the dragoman’s visit to the Shah, the fact of which was at once known, 
caine to the knowledge of the correspondent of the “Times,” and I was asked by the 
latter for details, but these I refused, and desired him, if he intended to telegraph 
to London, to omit certain misstatements, On the 1th, when L told this to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, he made no mention of Mr, Churchill, and expressed 
himself as satistied. 

It is probable that this 1s the origin of reports, which have doubtless been cireu- 
lated by the reactionary party, whose object it is to induce the Shah to believe that 
we have not really got Russia's support, 

he fact that the joint eo ation has become public cannot, in my opinion, 

the Shah, for, if his professions are sincere, he could avoid the appearance of 
ng to Tabreez by following the advice of the two Powers. 





















































Following is very confidential :— 


Mr. Churchill was told on the 10th instant by the Austrian Minister that 
M. de Hartwig had told him the substance of the communication, but he declined to 
say on what date he had been told. 








(32665) No, 542, 


Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 19.) 
ie a) p 
‘elegraphic.) P. 
ARE ie ae Majesty’s Legation. 
Tast night some thirty merchants and priests went to the Legation in ‘Tehran, 
One of them stated that they would foree the gates within a few nights, 
‘At intervals during the night the streets round the Legation were patrolled by 
Cossacks. 


Tehran, September 19, 1908, 
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[32570] No. 543, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 19.) 

(No. 312.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 5 ‘Tehran, September 19, 1908. 

‘ON the first day of the annual races, which took place on the 16th instant at 
Gulahick, a Persian Cossack, who declined to leave the course, attacked one of our 
Tndian guard who were acting as ground police. An attack was then made on our 
men by the Cossack, who drew his sword, and was joined by some ten others. ‘Three 
of our men, who were unarmed, but carried light sticks, were slightly wounded in the 
mélée by sword ents, Major Stokes, who was in charge of the policing arrangements 
on the ground, called his men off, and was attacked by a Cossack, but not touched. 
Order was restored on the arrival of Colonel Liakhoff, who appeared almost 
immediately on the scene. 
onel Liakhoff has written to me, informing me that the soldier who attacked 
the Military Attaché has been degraded to the ranks and condemned to ten days’ dark 
ell and loss of pay, and the others have received punishment in accordance with the 
gravity of their misbehaviour, Colonel Liakholf also expressed his regret at the 

‘nee, 

Thad warmly urged on Colonel Linkhoff ina previous conversation that, in my 
opinion, tho fact that a Cossack should have attempted to strike Major Stokes consti- 
tuted the real gravity of the incident, and 1 requested that in administering 
punishment this might be taken into special consideration. Colonel Liakhoff said that 
he himself had not seen the attack, and would not admit that it had been made, 

‘Thave accepted Colonel Liakhoff’s letter as closing the incident in view of the 
tho guilty Cossack has been specially punished, but TI cannot but hold that 
tho punishment is really inadequate reparation, so outrageous was the conduct of the 
‘and only acceptable in view of the importance of keeping on good terms 
with Russia, 

Thave 
a much greater measure of r 
had heen officered by Persians. 

M. de Hartwig and Colonel Linkhoff were both perfectly cordial to me. 













































von M, de Hartwig to understand that I should have officially demanded 
aration from the Persian Government if the Brigade 











(92571) monbaee 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdwward Grey-—(Receined September 19.) 
(No. 
(Relographic) Ps Tehran, September 19, 1908. 

QUESTION of bast. 

Roterring to my telegram No, 811 of toslay, I havo been informed by the 
Gorman Minister that there is some probability of people taking refuge in his 
Logition, and I believe the Turkish Embassy is similarly threatened. Measures will 
probally bo taken to prevent this by arranging patrols to guard those Missions as well 
hs His Majesty’s Legation, which are all situated in the same street. I propose, with 
your approval, should this be done, not to make any protest so long as the patrals are 
hot ollensively obtrusive; but in the case of His Majesty’s Legation, any system of 
Js must necessarily he more marked than in that of the other Missions owing to 
its detached position, 

Thave sent the Minister for Foreign Affairs a private warning that any measures 
taken mist not exeoot the limits of eourtesy due towards a foreign Legation 






































(324271 Noe 


Sir Bdward Grey to Consul-General Wratislaw. 








(Telegraphic) P. 
(PORCO-PERSIAN frontier] 
Please inform me whether the withdrawal of Turkish troops has begun. 


Foreign Office, September 19, 1908. 
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[32338] No. 546. 


Sir Edward Grey to M farling. 
(No. 266.) ee ie 
(Telezraphic.) P. 

RED Oxide Concession on Sirri Island, 

Instead of course proposed in your telegram No. 201 of the 4th instant, we 
consider it will be sufficient if you inform the local agent of Manchester firm that His 
Majesty's Government will take no exception to his application to the Persian Govern- 
ment for a Concession, and if you point out to the Persian Government, with reference 
to Sir A. Hardinge’s note of the 15th June, 1904, that the grant of a Concession by 
them to an applicant not approved by His Majesty’s Government would lead to tho 
assertion by the latter of the claims of the Jowasini Chief, since the ownership of 
Sirri has not yet been reciprocally settled. 


Foreign Office, September 19, 1908, 

















[32568] No. 547. 

(evo. 250) Si Mawther to ir Haoard Grey —{(Reeived September 20) 

(felegraphic.) P. Constan inople, September 20, 1908. 
_ TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, Plonso rofor to tologram No. 168. from Sit As 

Nicolson. 





‘Though he ass me that the orders were sent, the Grand ier has been 
unable to confirm the withdrawal of troops, and no news of the actual withdrawal of 
troops has beon received by either the I n or Persian Ambassadors, or by myself, 
I think that the presentation of the identic note would be premature in the 
circumstances, 











(32619) No. 548, 
ete Sir G. Lowther to sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 
ir, 


; Constuntinople, September 16, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith two despatches from. Ilis Majesty's 
Consul-General at Bazdad, reporting on the agitation among the Mujteheds of Nedjet 
for a Parliament in Persin, * i 





_ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) GERARD LOWTHER, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 548, 


Mayor Ramsay to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) 


Sir, 
: Bagdad, August 7, 1908. 
T HAVE the hononr to report the following facts for the information of the 


Government of India. 

2, The Government of India is aware that the recent agitation in favour of 
government has been largely organized at, and controlled from, Nedjet, the four Tae 
men at which place are: Mirza Muhammad Hussein Mirza’ Khalil, « very old man, 
whose name carries great weight, but who is himself practically beyond taking any 
active part in political movements—the Parliamentary party have, however, the full 
support of his influence; Mullah Muhammad Kadhim, Khorassani, who is the active and 
leading member of the political religious party; Sheikh Abdulla Mazendarani, who 
seems to associate himself with the actions of Mullah Kadhim and Haji Mirza Hussein ; 
and Seyed Kadhim, Yezdi, who appears to take no part in political agitation, e 

8, Since the Shah obtained the upper hand in Tchran these Mujteheds have not 
been able to send or receive telegrams from Persia, and {understand that they find it 
dificult even to get information by letter; they ate therefore in a difficult. position, 
They are largely responsible for the existence’ of the Popular party as a fuetor in 
practical polities, and now that that party is in great trouble they are unable to assist it, 























































































































318 
Thad heard from the Vice-Consul at Karbala that the Majteheds at Nedjef had been in 
eommunication with the Persian community in Constantinople by means of the Turkish 
telegraph wires, which had been direetly connected for the purpose, but the Vice-Consul 
had not been able to learn the nature of the conversation that had taken place. ‘The 
spokesman at Constantinople was reported by the Vice-Consul to have been one Syed 
Muhammad ‘Paki or Syed Murtaz 

4, Affairs were in this position on the 4th August, when a man came to the 
Residency and asked if [ would fix a time to see him, ‘The man was Sheikh Ismail, 
son of Habibulla, Reshti; hie is the son-in-law of Mullah Muhammad Kadhim, 
Khovassani, and T understand that the Mullah’s son came with him as far as Bagdad, 
Tasked him to come in at once; he came in, and then said that he had not brought his 
apers with him because he expected that T would fix some other time for an interview, 
Bit that he would produce papers slowing that lie was speaking on behalf of the leading 
Mujteheds of Nedjef, and also copies of certain telegrams which had passe. ‘The 
following paraphrase of a telegram which I sent on the 4th August to His Majesty's 
Minister at ‘Tehran and repeated to Constantinople gives the gist of the conversation 
that took pl 

“Pho following questions have been put to me by a messenger of the leading 
Maujteheds of Nedjef: 


‘41, When the Constitution was first granted in Persia it was obtained, s0 the 
Mujteheds say, with the support of the British Government, Will the British Govern- 
nent stills e Parliamentary party? 

e the Mujteheds my advice as to their best line of conduct in the 






































“phe feeling against the Russian Government and the Russian Cossack officer is 
very bitter. 

TTetho Turkish wire has been placed at tho disposal of the Mujteheds, and they have 
had a conversation with the Persians in Constantinople 

‘7 understand that the Mujtoheds have authorized the Sultan to occupy Azerbaijan, 
urging that the Shah has fired on the Mahommedan sacred book and on the places 
‘of worshiy,, and that he has expelled the religious leaders of the people, and that the 
Sultan, as the head of the Mahommedan world, should avenge the insults, 

“The priests are cut off trom all communic: ion with ‘Tehran; they seem distracted 
by the difficulties of ivir position, and they probably now doubt the wisdom of having. 
invited the interference of the Sultan, 

Alter heuring the messenger, | depreeated inviting foreign interference. I said 
that 1 did not think that Russia would allow ‘Turkey to take Azerbaijan without going 
to war, and | remarked that, as far as I know, there were few places in Constantinople 
where a Shiah could publicly say his prayers. 

“J ad an engagement to eall on the Vali, and therefore pleaded this as a reason 
for putting an end to the conversation. 

“he messenger is likely to come and see me again, Does the Minister wish 
ine to take any particular line, or merely to say that Tam not authorized to discuss 
Persian polities? I should be grateful for brief news of events in the Persian 
provinces.” 



























‘The conversation of which the above isa telegraphic abstract took several hours, 
Tt seemed to me that my visitor was inclined to argue that the constitutional party 
had been encouraged by us, and that we were therefore responsible for the evils that 
hind befallen it. T said that 1 was not authorized by my Government to discuss 
Persian polities, neither was I suflidiently well instructed to enable me to do so 
‘with confidence, even if what I said was only taken as an expression of my private 
opinion, 
vanvThough it seems fairly clear that the Mujteheds of Nedjef have only turned to the 
Hpritish Representative because they find themselves helpless, I was anxious not to give 
my visitor any kind of rebuff. I therefore explained that direct foreign interference 
was out of the question in the internal alfairs of Persia, that the popular party had 
undertaken a serious and difficult. busizess when they sct themselves against the Shab, 
that it was unreasonable to expect that the Shah and his entourage would submissively 
yield up all their pri nd that, putting aside the question of my right, in my 
present position at Baxdad, to offer advice, it was impossible for any one to form a 
Fonnd opinion as to what should be done unless he had some fairly accurate knowledge 
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of the present condition of affairs in Tehran and in the provinces. T said that the only 
responsible spokesman for His Majesty’s Government as regards Persian affairs was the 
British Minister at ‘Tehran; but that, if my visitor showed me documentary proof that 
he was entitled to speak to me on behalf of the leading Mujteheds of Nedjef, I could 
telegraph their message to the Minister and communicate to them his reply, | Sheikh 
Ismail left me saying that 1 had picked his brains and told him nothing, to which I 
replied that if he would come and see me later 1 would try to be more communicative, 
as [should then be able to see his papers, and 1 would,” in the meantime, study the 
papers in my office dealing with the Persian internal polities. 

5. T have seen what purport to be copies of some of the messages which passed 
tween the Mujtcheds and the Persians in Constantinople when the wire was placed at 
their disposal. ‘Though these telegrams deal with political matters, they are written 
rather in the involved style usually adopted in Oriental theological discussions, and the 
copies are badly written consequently: they are very difficult to understand, It seems, 
however, that Syed Muhammad Taki or Syed Murtaza, as the spokesman of the Persians 
in Constantinople, asked the Mujteheds to give tieir assistance, and assured thom thab 
they equld now telegraph frecly all they wished to say. ‘The Mujtcheds replied that 
they had done all they could, but that now they were entirely eut off from communica: 
tion with Persia, and were therefore not in a position to do anything. Amongst others 
they seem to hove sent a messige to the Sultan saying that the good people had 
suffered and the bad had been successful, that religion was out of favour, that the 
forviguers were getting all the advantages, that the people needed help, that the Shah 
had broken promises made on the Koran, and that the Sultan should interfore, as he 
alone could bring matters to a satisfactory conclusion and prevent foreigners from 
interfering and gaining profit from the troubles of the Mahommedans. 

6. Hitherto it has not been possible for the Resident to cultivate any friendly 
relations with the Mujteheds of Nedjef, fur they would hold no kind of communication 
with him—mostly, I think, because they were afraid of the Turkish Government. Now 
that every one seems free to say what he thinks, itis possible that the Mujteheds will be 
Jess unapproachable, For this reason iu scoms desiruble for me to seize the present 
opportunity of getting on good terms with them, 

7. Up to the evening of the 7th August I have reecived no answer to my telegram 
of the 4th August, nor has Sheiki Ismail been to see me again, [have however, been 
approached with an inquiry ax to whether L would arrange to, get telegrams sent to 
Tehran on behalf of the resident Persians. I have replied that itis impossible for me to 
know who is entitled to approach me asthe representative of the resident Persians, and 
that I ean therefore have nothing to do with the business, 1 was then asked af L would 
send telegrams in esplier on behalf of the Mujteheds, ‘To this { replied that if tho 
leading Mujteheds sent a duly authorized man to discuss the matter with me and explain 
exactly what they wanted 1 should then be able to let them know whether could 
help them or not. 

_ 8, Lam sending u copy of this letter to His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Pehran, 
in the hope that he will be able to give me some idea as to the policy which he would 
like me to adopt in dealing with the Mujteheds, 

Lhuve, &e, 
J, RAMSAY, Major, Political Resident in 

Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic 

Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 














































































PS. August 10.—His Majesty's Minister telegraphs that the poliey of His 
Majesty's Government is one of strict nou-intervention, 












Tnclosure 2 in No. 518, 







Major Ramsay to Government of India, 


Sir, Bagdad, August V7, 190 
IN continuation of my letter No. 719, dated the 7th iran 1908, 1 inet 
honour to inform you that sheikh Lema hs nut again been to se0 mo, an that have 
received instructions from His Majesty's Minister at Tebran that the Legation will giv 
no kind of help to either party. Saat ere 
Lhave now received from the Vice-Consul at Karbala what purports to be a copy 


(1599) 4u 
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of a‘telegram which was sent by the leading Mujtcheds of Nedjef to the Chamberlain 
or the Sultans I inclose a translation for information, ‘The Vice-Consul reports that 
the Shiahs are indignant at this appeal to the Sunni Sultan, and T hear that objec- 
tion is particularly taken to the use of the term ‘Amir-el-Muminin,” whieh, among 
Shiahs, is only applied to Ali, the father of Hassan and Hussein, ae 

i! Te ia eait that in later telegraphie correspondence between the Persians in 
Constantinople and the Ulema of Nedjet the latter have heen bezged to start for Persia 
and announce the fact of their having start d by telegraph, A telegram has also been 
tuecived by the Turkish (i.e, from Azerbaijan) students at Nedjef instructing them to 
press the Ulema to go to Persia, ‘The Ulenia, however, have so far mae no move 5 
ley evidently do not like the prospect, and they lave given as their reason that they 
earmot go unless all the leading Mujtelieds are unanimous, | ‘This is perhaps an attempt 
to turn public resentment against Seyed Kadhim, Yezdi, who has throughout held aloof 
fiom political intrigues. ‘ ; 

pe xe far as Lean learn the popularity of the Medjliss has waned very much since 
hah regained power. : 

Whe story that i current in Bagdad is that the Liberal party in Tabrecs, has 

foreements from the surrounding districts, but that 2,000 of the Liberals 
iilled, with the approval ot one Hassan Agha, who is said to be a Mujtehed 
at Tabreez, 

‘5. Sheikh Ismiel left Bagdad for Bombay on the 16th August; I have not been 
able to learn his immediate object in undertaking this journey, and it may be that his 
foal intention is to land in the South of Persia. I am communicating with the Consul 
‘it Bussorah with a view to the man’s movements being reported, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) 






































| RAMSAY, Major, Political Resident in 
Turkish ‘Arabia, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consw Bagdad. 
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18. 


Tnclosur 





Neiljef Majteheds to Haji Ali Pasha, First Chambertain of the Sultan. 






(Pranslati 
(Velographic.) (Uni 
AVE suppliants of the high Government and bescechers of the Sultan's ec 










ing the praises due by us to the Amir-cl- 
nil tie Protector of the Islamic World ( 
Moslem Amen !), beg to state that we are 


after fulfilling our duties of prayer: 
Muminin, the Shadow of God on the People 
God extend his shadow over the heads of th 
‘companions servants of the sublime r¢ Ww sheltered by the protection of 
the illustrious Government, We have alvays bi rs of prayer” to that sacred 
jorson, glorifying the high word because our belief is that, by it the egg of Islam was 
pratected, and by its supremacy the law of the best of mankind was preserved, otherwise 
vevould have no sign or mark left and it would be ruined by the occupation of the 
nheliovers,. In. this connection we never drew back from trying to wivise the 
Persian Power (may God preserve itl) ai in his (the Shah's) honour and 
respect he brought about disturbances between the Government and the 
Kaljvets which resulted in fear and dispersion from what the hands of bad people 
Cormitted and from what the hands of tyrants gained; so much so that the 
Novem women and their children were bought by misbelievers, Mahommedans. in 
Porsin were in danger of being ruined and kidnapped by the hands of tyrannical 
foreigners, ‘The people applied to us asking for our intercession because they supposed 
thatthe Sharan was to be obeyed and the word of its people ought to be listened to. 
We did our best to preserve the niation and. begged for obedience trom the Government 
hy sulicient advice and eloquent and ample preachings. We also begged the Shab 
(Ginay God preserve. his dominions!) to sign the demands of the nation with a view to 
yrotecting the religion and for fear of the vietory of the infidels until he showed his 
Vinsent and promised thein firmly: and sealed the glorious Book of God. The people 
placed confidence in him, and we prayed for the protection of the religion, A few days 
passed by and he started this tyranny, withdrawing his firm promises, destroying the 
ind respect of the subjects, putting behind his back the Book of God, and ill-treating 
ts prescriptions, which are not hidden to you. We complain to God of this serious 
calamity aud beg for the compassion of the Sultan of Islam in this desperate misfortune, 
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which has no equal and for which there is no refuge but in that holy spot. In that we 
pray for the putting out of the flame, the stamping ont of the prevailing discord and the 
removal of the grievances from this nation, the claim of Moslems? rights, and their 
safety from the victory of the infidels, who are hidden ready for attacks, Among the 
facts that our belief gathered is the ambition of the compassionate Sultin for 
conciliation. We beg from the compassion of that sublime spot and the pity of the 
high Government to exercise kindness before the intervention of foreigners and the 
lopping off of the nation and the country from every side. 
+i ae y the darkness be lighted by your justice and the gric 
indness | 











removed by your 





[32738] No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 





(No. 314) 
(elegraphic.) BP. 
‘DHE Shah and Constitution, 
Lam informed by M. de Hartw 


Tehran, September 21, 1908, 
y telegram No. 809 of the 19th instant. 
* that, in his opinion, the roply of the Shah is 
unfortunate, and that he is sending a warm remonstrance to His Majesty, with the 
advice that the Reseript of the new Electoral Law should be published at once, 
Tagreed with M. de Hartwig that it would be wise for the Shah to do so in view 
of the signs of growing discontent, always provided that he did not put off indefinitely 
the assembly of the Medjliss on the strength of this concession, 
‘he following is very confidential :-— 


















I cannot help thinking that M. de Hartwig hopes to forestall further joi 
Toprovon ta ons aul UGinar tho SHah\foltakeltla(ocurest 22 Sear aa: 








(32785) No. 550. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received S 
(0.18) ey.—(Received September 21.) 
(Telegraphic) _P. ‘Tehran, September 21, 1908, 






SLURT oxide, Your telegram No, 266 of the 10th 
__In the communication to the Persian Gover 
insertion after “applicant” of the words “and on conditions,’ 
(At sported in my despatch, No, 88 of the 21st April lat the Company has not 
yet been recognized by the Persian Government as a British fi his somewh 
ele ranae ig ritish firm, and this somewhat 
1 could impress on the agent of the Company, if you approve, that it would be 
desirable to apply as representing a British firm, and, if the Concession is granted, to 
get tho fact reenrded in the document, ‘To do'this would, moreover, be i his own 
es 














(32566) No. 561. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nic 
ess ry to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(Welegraphic.) P, 

THE Shah and the Constitution. 
Please refer to telegram No. 309 of the 14th instant from ‘Tehran. 
___ Leertainly eannot consider His Majesty's reply satisfactory, ‘There is no reference 
in ts to the organio laws being maintained. y 
‘ou should ascertain what further steps the Russian Gover vi 
to tako, so that our recoatjolat repreesntations may loa to a Bana ae ee 


Foreign Office, September 21, 1908, 



































Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, September 21, 1908. 
tion with regard to the incident reported in your telegram 


912 of the 19th instant - 
‘No further action need be taken in the matter. 








Sir Eiward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


September 21, 1908. 
our telegram No. 313 
cdl to Minister for Foreign Affairs. 





T APPROVE: the action proposed by y 


10th instant and the warning you have adds 











Foreign Office to Treasury. 


September 21, 1908. 
afer you to the letter fi 

ce relative to the 
uilate-General at Meshed, and 


rotary Sir Pdward Gri 
1905, forwarding t 
ttaché to is Majesty's Co 
1sth December of 
‘he Lords Commissioners of 





1 AM directed by 
Office of the Gth March, 











¢ Majesty's (Treasury are already aware that this 
measure on tle suggest 


‘a temporary one was 











vocated by Sir A. Hardi 


‘Phe creation of the post eee 











by his successor, Sir ©. 
VAMfires at ‘Tehran and Consul-General at 





also lield by His’ Ma, 


addressed a despatch to Sir B. Grey, 


last, Mr. Marl h to Sir B. 
det tat boon reached as to the advisability of making the 


on had been reac! 





On the 21st January 
inquiring whether any 
nent permanent, and 











the post should be maintained, 


ling’s opinion t } 
ste cant hich might be arrived at on the 


and requesting information as to the 





‘The India Offi of a despatch from the Government 


of India strongl; 





, in reply, forwanted a copy 
reeomulending the maintenancs 
posed to acquis i 
fonvaiid to the condition that the 





ance fora further fixed period, 
wt involved should 


























sxpressed by the Govern. 
, to the expense 
of the permanent 





i 
and, on the othi 






























funds of half the expense invol 
«Attaché at His Majesty's Consulate 

Thdia adduced further and cogent arg: 
propose, and suggested that the que 
not he regarded as of importance to In 
should be referred to the consideration 
‘oun was therefore consulted 
to the permanent maintenance of 


tho charge to. Bri 








‘uments in favour of the arrangement 
appointment could or could 
interests from the military point of view 
f the Army Council. , 

and gavean opinion strongly favourable 
f the post at Meshed. 


jon whether the 
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‘They indorsed the views expressed by the Government of India, and expressed 
the opi the interruption of the system of obiaining intellixence which lad 
been so successfully inaugurated by the Military Attaché at Meshed would be 
disadvantageous to the Imperial as well as to the Indian army. 

‘They stated that, although the conclusion of the recent Convention had no doubt 
improved our relations with Russia and removed much cause for anxiety, they. 

red that it would be imprudent, by withdrawing our Attaché from Meshed, to 
India, and indireetly the General Staff, of a source of accurate information 
regarding events on the northern frontier of Afghanistan and in Central Asia, 

It seemed, further, desirable that the working of the new arrangements under 
which local disputes between Russian and Afghan frontier officials were to he seitled 
should be carefully watched, the mor so as, judging from past experience, the 
reports of such local disputes were liable to produce a feeling of unrest and anxiety, 
due to distortion and exaggeration, unless they passed through the censorship of a 
trained and competent military intelligence officer, 

In view of this opinion and of the earnest recommendation of the India Oflice, 
the Goyernmentof India, and all His Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular officers on the 

. Grey considers that thers can be no question of objecting to the charge 
funds of one-half of the expense inyolved, which amounts, in all, to 
» 700), or 9271. 49. a-year, according to the rank of the officer emplo 
Tam acconingly to request that this proposal may be submitted to the 
favourable consideration of the Lords Commissioners. 































dy and 





Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ¥, A, CAMPBELL, 





(92245) No. 555, 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by Secretar 
letter of the Sth instant, conv 













fantry to increase the 
bhas and to the charge to Imperial funds 





E, Grey inquired, by telegraph, the opinion of His 
t ‘Tehran with regard to the suggestion that the 
ctachmient of cavalry. should be withdrawn as soon as the infantry detach+ 
s in attendance, 
Mr. Marling has now replied that it seems impossible to dispense with a sinall 
escort of cavalry to accompany His Majesty's Consul when makingolital visite or on 
tour, and in view of this opinion Lam to express Sir B, Grey's hope that their 
Lordships will not press their suggestion, 

Tam to point out that the proposal of the Government of Tndia involved the 
retention of the four cavalry, and that the cost of the increaso, half of which their 
Lordships have consented to impose on Imperial funds, was estimated aceordingly, 80 


that their maintenance will not be the cause of any’ expense heyond that already 
sanctioned, 





















Tam, &. 
(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL, 








32036] 





Foreign Office tv India Office. 


(Confidential,) 


Sir, 


Foreign Office, Septembey 
letter from this Department of the 12th instant, Iam 
‘ivard Groy to transmnit to you herewith deeypher of a 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran relative to the question of 


aX 





21, 1908, 
WITH reference to th i 


directed by Secretary Sir 
telegram from His Majesty 
(15991 















uod 


telograph lines in Persia, together with eopy of telegram which he has addressed to 
Mr. Marling in reply to his communication.” ate 

Viscount Morley will observe, from a perusal of the latter message, that Sir E. 
Grey is of opinion that the completion of the negotiations having for their object the 
acquisition by Tis, Majesty's Government of the control of the Ahwaz Dorasjun: 
eee seirahy line is of greater importance to British interests than the consent of the 
eae Government to the proposed exchange of control with Russia, and that the 
solution of the former question should be expedited now at the cost of some delay in 
that of the latter. Cas ‘ 

Tain accordingly to ask that, if Lord Morley concurs in this view, he will cause 
| instructions to be sent to the, Director of the Indo-European Telegraph Departinent 
at Tehran to conduct his negotiations on the lines indicated. 
| Tam, &e. 

(Signed) Br 



















A, CAMPBELL. 








/ (92785) No. 557, 
| Foreiyn Office to India Office. 


t Sir, Foreign Office, September 21, 1908. 
WITH roferenco to your letter of the 16th instant, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir U, Gray to transinit to you the accompanying copy of a telegram, as marked in the 
mhargin,t on the subject of the red oxide Concession on the Island of Sirri, : 
Bir T, Grey proposes, subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India, 
to authorize the proposed addition in the communication to the Persian Government, 
Wad the advieo which Mr. Marling suggests that he should give to the Agent of the 
Sompany in obra. 





























Tam, &e, 


(Signed) BP, A, CAMPBELL. 








[32910] 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 22.) 





(No, 172) 
ti (Polographic) Ps 
PERSIAN Cons 
Minister for Foreign 
iuldition to. tt 
would fulfil 
atives. 
Heharykow thinks that His Majesty preferred to give a v 
Vy contigning it fo writing he might suffer loss of dignity andl appear to be yielding 
1) thneadvice or pressure of foreigners. Io proposes that in the circumstances we 
auld give him a few days to act up to his verbal promise before exercising any 
thier pressure upon him, 


St. Petersburgh, September 22, 1908. 
m No. 878 of yesterday. 
understands Russian Minister at 
cdl a verbal assurance from the 
J by the British and Russian 





tution. Your tele, 

fairs tells me 

fen. reply, Fe 
ses ns 























pro 








‘hal assurance, lest 






























(32912) No, 559. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received September 22.) 
267.) 
graphic) Pe Constantinople, September 22, 1908. 
‘NU RCO-PERSIAN frontibr. 
T have received a telegram from His Majest 














Q 
(te 








Young further states that a third battalion it 
other frontier battalions have, according to the Vali, been sent to Van and Bitlis. 








Nos. 822 and 538, 





5 Viee-Consul at Mosul reporting 
tho arrival of two battalions of ‘Turkish infantry from the Persian frontier. Mr, Wilkie 
ected to return shortly, and that five 
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[30048] No. 560. 


Sir Efward Grey to Si 





A. Nicolson, 
96, Secret.) Kos 





z : z Foreign Office, September 22, 1908. 

___ LHAVE received your Excelleney’s despatch No. 366, Secret, of the 18th ultimo, 

ine CoE a TGMECeTRs the Russian Government on the subject of raihvay 
ion in Persia, 











activity in Persia, owing to recent events in ‘Turkey. 
__ M. Pokleyski was informed in reply that the Russian Memorandum raised somo 
difficult questions, and read as if the extensions to’Tehran, Resht, and Enzeli wero all 
He gave it, however, as his opinion that this was not 
ssian Government had merely intended, out of courtesy, to 
views on these points. All they desired at present was to ascertain | 
nent’s views as to the Mohammerah-Julfa line. They hoped to 
in possession of these at no distant date, thongh they understood the reason 
za nunication until after Ministers had returned to London. 
Tt was pointed out to M. Poklovski that the financial difficulty. was serious for His 
's Government as well as for tho Russian Government, He argued that it 
ult for His Majesty’s Government to guarantee a loan, something of 
Lansdowne in the case of the Bagdad j 





































Majesty 
would not be dif 
the kind having been contemplated by Lord 











Railway. 
n conclusio 
the ques 





Poklovski 
n in all its bea 





informed that the appointment of a Committee to 
\gs was under consideration. 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) 





consid 








. GREY, 





{83010} No. 561. 


Mr. Marling (0 Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 






‘Tehran, September 23, 1908, 






Your telegram 69 of the 21st instant, 

fle Shah has given M, de Hartwig a half-promise that a Proclamati 

issued at once providing for elections to be vinbleacin 27th October, and mie 

(GU Uanaaiey tort ROTO Svan (ie a) Sei de 
aro come today, gave moan intimation 

nd ask he proposal had my approval and support, 

ae ith His Majesty was fixed for to-morrow, as his Highness said that 
































(32910) No, 562, } 
| 


(No 386) Sir Bawoard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(elegraphic.) R. 
YOUR telegram No. 172, Foreign Off 
Stah and Constitution 
Ve agree to proposed postponement, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 273) 












2, September 23, 1908, | | 
| 
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[33047] No, 563. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received September 24.) 


, India Office, September 23, 1908. 

TN reply to your letters of the 12th instant, Tam directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in tie views of Sir E, Grey as to the arrangements to be made with 
tho Russian Government for the exchange of the control of the TehranMeshed and 
Khaf-Nasratabad telegraph lines. 

‘A drait Arrangement, prepared by the Direetor-in-chief, Indo-Buropean Telegraph 
Department, giving effect to the exchange on the lines now approved, is inclosed as 
requested for transmission to His M Ambassador at St, Petersburgh for discussion 
with the Ru 

Tam, &e 
(Signed) "COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Tuclosure in N 


Draft Memorandum of Working Arrangements, ax between the British and Russian 
Governments, on the transfer of the control of the Telran-Meshed Line, and of 
the Khaf-Nasralubad Section of the Meshed-Nasratabad Line, 


WIEN the transfers of the control of the ‘Tehrau~Meshed telegraph line from the 
charge of the British authorities to that of the Russian authorities, and of the Khai 
Nasratabad section of the Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph line from the charge of the 
in authorities to that of the British a ave been agreed to by the Porsian 
, the following arrangements will be carried out on the lines, the control of 

Which his been thus transferred :— 


1, Tehran-Meshed Line. 


(a) ‘Tho British authorities will remove from the line all the British staff employed 
on the mai ir, and general upkeep of the line, and the duties connected 
therewith w from the date of this removal by officials appointed by the 
Rus remain in their sole charge, i 

(I,) Bor the ssinission of British telegrams over the line a British 
telographist will be retaine a " 

(oa) Tho use of the telegraph Hine 
British telographists: dai ed hours, : 
over the duyand arranged in a suitable and equita of trafic. 

(iu) The Persian Telegraph Administration hi signalling rooms 
for thw Russian and British tolegraphists in the telegraph offices at ‘Tehran and Meshed. 
‘At cach of these offices the line wire termi present in the British room, is then 
connected by a commutator to the Persian, where another commutator 

ins it over to tho Russian room, When the transfer of control takes place the 
Hire will be terminated in the Russian rooms of the two offices, and have connection 
Dy commutators with the British and Persian rooms. 


2, (Meshed-Khaj Telegraph Lines. 


(a) The duties of maintaining, 1 ng the line itself will 
yemain, as at present, in the hands of the Russian telegraph officials. ; 

i.) For the efficient transmission of British telegrams one British telegraphist will 
be retdined at Meshed, one at Turbat--Haidari, and one at Khaf 

) ‘The uso of the telegraph line will be given by the Russian officials to these 
British telouraphists under conditins similar to those preseribed in paragraph 1 (c), 
(dy for th traisivission of British telegrams over the Telran-Meshed line, and for 
flice arrangements of commutators and connection 
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3. Khaj-Nasratabad Telegraph Line. 


(a) The Russian authorities will remove from the line all the Russian staff 
employed on the maintenance, repair, and general upkeep of the line, and the duties 
connected therewith will from the date of this removal be undertaken by officials 
appointed by the British authorities and will remain in their sole char, 
(@) For the efficient tranemission of Russian telegrams over the line one Russian 
telegraphist will be retained at Nasratabad, one at Birjand, and one at Khaf. 
(c.) The use of the telegraph line will be given by the British telegraph officials to 
these Russian telegraphists under conditions similar to those prescribed in paragraph 1 (¢) 
fir the Gorerinsos Ger ehclorrmas oro Ce Ubhean Me lene 
(d.) The line wire will be terminated in the British room of the different offices 
and connected by commutators to the Russian and Persian office rooms. 
Wy telegraph station worked jointly by Russian and British telegraphists 
s for separate use hy the Russian, British, and Persian telegraphists aro 
lable and cannot be provided, the Persian office room will be used by. the 


id British telegraphists at the hours fixed for the transmissi oi 
Lesser he transmission of their 


neta (Signed) ‘HA. KIRK, 





(83056) No. 564, 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received September 24.) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compli 
ary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, fo 
ewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of « telegram to the 
‘oy, dated the 16th instant, relative to the Consular guard it Bunder Abbas, 
India Office, September 23, 1908, 


Tuclosnre in No, 564, 
Viscount Morley lo Government of India, 


P. 
T. ABBAS Consular guard (seo Gov 
4th June, 1908), 

‘reasmry agree, as temporary measure for three years, to bear halt cost of pro- 


posed employment of sixteen infantry, ‘They suggest that, a i n 
Gristing cavalry detachiont might Yowithirawae’ EEE? 


India Office, September 16, 1908. 
ernment of India letter dated the 


(83116) No. 5 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey,—(Received September 24.) 


(Belegraphic.) P. 
MLE Shah and Constitution. 
My telegram No. 816 of vesterday’s date. 


(No. 317.) 
Tehran, September 24, 1908, 


Ai the audience which Chad with the Shah this morning His Majesty w: 
conlial, and expressed great desire for reform, specially Mea oe 


‘lis Majesty promised me that the Proclamati Ble 
9 he Proclimation of the new Electoral Law would 





(1599) 
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[32182] No. 566. 
Foreign Office to Director of Military Operations. 


compliments to 






State for F Affairs presents $ 
is, tind is direeted by Secretary: dward 
1 instant, forwarding abbri 
ared in the * Berliner Tag 
of the ticles from lis 
forwarded herewith. 









THE Under-Seere' 
the Director of Military Ope 
to acknowledge the receipt of his letter of the 
itions of articles on Arabistan, which have 



















g Ambassaior at Berlin, copies of whiel 
of these summaries have also heen 
Board of Trade (Commercial Intelligence Branch), His, 
Constantinople, and His Majesty's Chargé d?.\ifai i 
have been asked for on the subje pecially. 
Taw ch No. 18%, Comm of th 
abortive negotiations between Ilis Majesty's 





M 

























0th ultimo, 
Consul at Ahwaz and the Lu 





Foreign Offer, September 21, 1908. 



























33226) 
Sir G. Lowther (0 Sir xy.— (September 26.) 
te wy) ‘Therapia, September 18, 1908. 
"THAVEd to report that, in obedience to t eontained in 
your despatch No.3) of the 24th ultimo, in eonjunetion with my Fu an, colleague, 
1 jan Ambassador forwarding to bim 





addressed a note on the 7th instant to the Pe 
copies of the papers desired by the Rorsian Goverment, namely 


4, A draft communicated by the Sublime Porte to the Representatives of Great 

Beitrii ant Russia, ab Constantinople to be presented for signature to the Persian 
hassador 5 ee 

Armbasandor sotive note addressed ty. {he Representatives. of the two, mediating 

Powers to the Sublime Porte on the 26th February (9th Marek), 18185 and 

3, A confidential note, addressed by the R es of the two Powers to 


‘Anli Pasha, the Ottoman Minister for Fore 





















Thave, &e. f 
(Signed) | GERARD LOWTHER. 











(33334) No. 568, 


Messrs, Eltinger and Co, to Foreign Ofice—(Received September 26.) 





will be able to use 
.¢ out British interests 

This despatch of the 

Mouin to 


to bring pressure 
‘opposed to his own, 
24th March, in which I 
enter into the combination 
fullest: measure of support of His Maj 
Government would not and could not, in respe 
use of his po ‘of dependency on His Majesty's 
placed as regards tle Oxide Company. ‘ % , 

We wrote you on the 30th June last that it appeared to us, in the then state of 
political affairs in- Persia, that it was bighly desirable iu the interests of all concerned 
Hoan eastern aboud be requested by éable to reassure the Mouin ow this points i 
tut al not already done so, but to this letter we do not appear to have reecived any 





f other questions, make any improper 
iy Goren in which he would be 














+ Now asd and 





































359 





reply. Tnote that Mr, Marling thinks if our firm can disabuse the Mouin’s mind of the 
suspicion under which he labours, then the chief difficulty in the matter would be 
Temored, but it appears to me that if the Mouin really entertains this suspicion, and we 
Believe he does, that His Majesty's Representative on the spot, and he alone, will be 
able to disabuse the Mouin’s mind of the suspicion which he entertains, As far as we 
are coneerned we have referred to the matter repeatedly in our correspondence, and we 
have told the Mouin, in the identical words used by Mr. Marling in the above-mentioned 
despatch, that His Majesty's Government would niot and could not, in. respect of other 
questions, make any improper use of the position of dependeney in which he might be 
Hlaced as regards the Oxide Company, and ve further wrote to the Mouin on the 
yth ultimo that His Majesty’s Government had also satisfied us that any promise of 
protection made in respect of this business would not be used to bring pressure to bear 
upon him in other ‘matters where his interests conflicted with those of other British 
Uubjects, notably with those of Messrs, Lynch, Yow enn rely upon it, however, that we 

‘all not neglect to avail ourselves of auy suitable opportunity which may present itself 
fn the future of again assuring the Mouin that His Majesty's Government have no such 
terior motive as he suspects, and we should of course in so doing carefully avoid 
action was in any way suggested or prompted by the 

































Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) M. BLLINGER, 
—We are just in receipt of an interesting communication of some length from 
the Mouintujar, bearing on the question of the formation of the Company, and we will 
write you again in a few days. 














{33219} No. 569. 
Mr, Ma to Sir Edward Gre 





(Received Seplember 26.) 









(eiezrap! , 

MY telegram No. 905 of the 12th instant respoeting, tho sith: 

‘On threat of bombardinent of the town the Governor-General gave the revo: 
r shit hours in which to submit to his authority, ‘This period expired 
on the 24th instant at sunrise, but iv was not until late on that day that tho bombard 
ment commenced. 

T doubt the success of tho attempt, as the Shah's forces have no guns heavy 
enough to do much damage. 

Thave addressed a note to the Persian Government holding them responsible for 
any losses which British subjects may sustain, 


12 Teliran, September 26, 1908, 
ion at Tabreoz. 





















[83336] aS 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 26.) 
(No. 319.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, September 26, 1908, 

VICE-CONSUL at Tabreez reported yesterday in telegram No, 126 that tho 
Royalists, with five guns in action, bombarded the Nationalist positions, all the Maku 
cavalry taking part in tho attack.’ The Nationalists held their positions, and replied 
vigorously with four guns to Royalist fire. 

























No. 571. 


[83350] 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 


phic.) P. Tehran, September 27, 1908, 
Shah and Constitution. My telegram No, 317 of the 24th instant, 
Trmderstand that some announcement regarding. the ele was prepared and 
printed, but as it was considered too illiboral it was withdrawn, and no Proclamation 
has yet appeared. 
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[33421] No, 572. 
‘Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 





(No, 288 
§ 





Gulahek, August 
i 5 y of the French Minister's t 

80 far as my memory serves me, the copy of thi ih 

M. Pichon of the 29th dune, whieh His Majesty's Ambassador in. Paris transmitted fo 

you in his despatch No. 262 of the Ist ultimo, is, with one omission, very nearly a 

franscrip of the message the draft of which was read to me by M. Lecomte just 

Defore it was dispatched. 

rveitlie yasage omitted occurred towards the ond of the last parwgraph bat one, and 

was to the following clfect:— 





















forge! e ot the V roy of a 
“At present M. de Hartwig appews to forget that he wt t of 
Htnasion provines, and at tle | sof the asintie Departiest fs out of ple in 
speaking with his English colleague. His tone in speaking to other people of 
Mr Ma is that of a superior ‘qui parle de Ia mutinevie dun 


suboronnd.’” 

















M, Lecomte may, of course, have suppressed this pa 
fact that he should lave put it on paper is strong testimony of th 
took of the attitude of the Russian Minister at the time of the eoup a 

Thaye, &e. ken 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





serious view he 
Bat. 











(83422) 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 25.) 





sss) Gulahek, September 2, 108: 

O™ WPI reference to my despatch No. 126 of the 21st May last, | have the honour 

Lo OI RL ane question of the protection of Balucinis in Persia as again boon 

ined conunitted near Yezd on a party of twenty-one Bahreini pilgrims 

T have inform Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

ren quested him to sary steps to. bo taken for the 

pu AL of the robbers and the recovery of the money stolen, which’ amounted to 
5,205 rans, 

Meantime a 

who look to 1 





















ible for us to allow the vi 
cd in a destitute 
Majesty’s Consul-General 


it appeared to me to be i 
fion, to remain at the V 
ackman, thro 








Mr 














‘at Ispahan, to furnish them to reach the nearest 
Tritt Consulate on their way to their howies, whieh will, T presume, be Shiraz |The 
money so advanced will he recoverable from the Persian Government, but meantime L 





propose to request the Indian Goverment to allow it to be charged in the Legation 











Government to send 


siking this opportunity to urge again the Pei r 
taking this opportun pena ott 


s 10 the local Imperial authorities to accept the represent 
Majesty's Consular Representatives on behalf of de Dabeiuis in Pera 

have, & F 
(Signed) | CHARDES M, MARLING. 


EEE 


[33423] No. 574. 


Mr, Marling (0 Sir Edward Grey—(Ree 
‘ 























ed Septenber 





Ne Gulahek, September 1, 1908. 
Peay, y y ° 3, L have the honour 
WILE reference to my despateh No, 228 of the Lith ultimo, I have the honour 
to tramsmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from Mr al Wratislaw, 
reporting furier on the relations between the ‘Turkish sian Erontier Com: 
jnissioners, aud on the general situation in the districts adjoining Urumia, 
‘Mr, Wratislaw believes that ‘Tahir Pasha, to eneroach on Persian 
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territory, was acting with the approval of his superiors, and some of his telegraphic 
reports of Inter date than the present despatch wonld seem to confirm that view. It 
appears to me, however, that Tahir Pasha hal probably not then been convinced that 
the formal orders of the Sublime Porte might not still be over-ridden by the. secret 
instructions from the Palace. His withdrawal from Urumia, reported in Mr. 
‘Wratislaw’s teiegram No. 53 of the 27th ultimo, may very well be a consequence of 
his having received unmistakable information of the altered condition of affairs at 
Constantinople, and that in order to save his face he has chosen to ascribe his 
departure to the impossibility of continuing negotiations with Muhteshem-es-Sultanch, 
Thaye, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 














Tnelosure in No, 574. 





Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 


(No. 12. Confidential.) 
Sir, Urumia, August 10, 1908, 
NCE the date of my despatch No, 11 of the 12th July, the Turkish and Persian 
issioners have exchanged a desultory correspondence arising out of the notes of 

ns were inclosed in the above despatch. Apart from flat contra- 
ons of one another's assertions and arguments, the following are the main p 
raised :— 























fatement of opinion may be of 
¥ not bin 
ment has replied to it, but, as a matter of 
norant as to the tenor of the reply, or even whether the Memorandum has 
been answered at all 
2. In reply to Tahir's statement: that in the Treaty of Murad 4 the frontier was 
fixed on the basis of di ity, Muliteshor de that 
isn entirely new departure, jows of no ‘Treaty which bears it out. 
‘Phe Kurds, lie points out, are of nil still speak the ancient language: 
of Persia, while there are Sunnis scattered all over the country, and not only in the 


the Turkish point of view, but is cert 
























in their views regarding the interpretation of Arti 






difference has arisen conce 


ng the text of the Treaty of I 
iy maintained by Ai 


Article 9 of the Treaty of 1263, ‘Tahir, quoting 
apparently from ‘the Turkish “Collection of ‘Trenties,” which I haye previously 
mentioned, asserts that by Article 1 of the Treaty of 1288 Persia bound herself not to 
“trespass on or interfere on any pretext. with Kurdistan on the side of Bagdad, or 
with all the localities lying within the boundaries and the Sanjaks of Kurdistan.” 
Muhteshiem, on the other hand, follows the text of this ‘Treaty as given by Hertslet, 
and interprets it to mean that “Persia is not to interfere with Bagdad nor ‘Turkey. 
with Kurdistan (Persian)”; and he further states that as there were somo parts of 
Kurdistan then in Turkish occupation the reaty added that “ Persia shall under no 


etext interfere with, or trespass on, any part of the Sanjak of Kurdistan within the 
wundaries.” 






























Here the frontier negotiations remain for the moment until Muhteshem ean 
receive instructions from his Government, which has been silent for the last seven 
weeks. 






















Anzel, on th 1 Urnunia and Tabreez through Salmas, 
stated that they had come by onder of Yaver Pasha, who, indeed, sent a major from 
Mawana to guide them. ‘They were accompanied by Ismail Agha, recently appointert 
by the Turks Chief of the Shekoik tribe, and Omer Agha, another leading Shekotk, 
Ismail Agha at once addressed a letter to the Anzel villages of Jemalabad, Kutchi, 
and Barakh, which was also signed by Melmet-ibn-Talier, the Col Aghnssi com: 
manding the Turkish soldiers, ordering them to turn out their Mubashirs (landlords? 
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agents) and to refrain from threshing their wheat or taking it away from. the 
Hieshing-floors until it had been inspected by Ottoman officials, presumably, with s 
Maw to levying tithe, ‘The Col Aghassi signed himself “Commandant. of Anzel,” 
AAI Ismail Agha, ‘“Functionary of the Ottoman Government for Baradost, Anzel, 
and Oharik.” 

Muhteshem at once addressed energetic remonstrances to ‘Tahir, who solemnly 
declared that he had no Knowledge of this advance, and did not approve of it, the 
(ti being, T believe, that he had arranged it with Yaver Pasha, but for a later date, 
pethat hewns really displeased with Yaver for his premature action. At any rate 
tive soldiors wore withdrawn from Kulunji on the 22nd, but only to a village 
iiitee distant, and just within the borders of Somai. Omer Agha, however, with 
few Kurds, has reniained in Anzel till now, and forbids the removal of the grain from 
tie threshing-lloors,. ‘The near proximity of the Turkish troops prevents any one 
Hreisting him, and though not actually within Angel they practically dominate the 






















































mn, called on 












tion of 
shocki were 
emphativally declined the obliging offer. Not 






fed tos which are manifestly out of the question under present conditions. 
"AL the beginning of last week news was brought here that Herkai Kurds had 
crowed from Mergavar into the western end of the Baranduz district, and at 
Muteshiem's Sent his Aide-de-camp, Kazim Bey, along with an officer 
ar Persian Cossacks, to order them back to Mergavar. On reaching the locality, not 
fly vias the number of Kurds there found to be largely increased, but a company of 
Mikint soldiers, about sixty men with two officers, were discovered installed at the 
dual village of Jafferian. ‘hey declared that they had been sent, to occupy the 
Gistviet by Naver Pasha under instructions from ‘Tahir, which Tahir subsequently 
iamitted to be true, Not only did Kazim not onder them back, but he produced an 
ish Pasha’s report, supplied him by ‘Mahir, which lays down the 
in that direction and includes a good half of the Baranduz valley 
Jidont gives a fair idea of the duplicity shown on all occasions by 



















































swithin 
‘Wahi Pasha. 

w then, Yaver Pasha has himself arrived in Baranduz with another company 

and Kerim Khan, the Herkai Chief, who has heen appointed Mudir there. 
1 taxes to the Shab, 

told me that he had sent the troops to 

's written request 

Whis is quite untrue, 

3 to 



























lit to send troops into all the n dispute.” 
‘On the 7th instant I received a visit from M. Logothetidi, a Turkish Public 
Debt Tnspeotor, who had just arrived in Urumia, He informed me confidentially that 
fhe had bren ordered here to make arrangements for organizing a Salt Administration 
‘on the shore of the lake in Anzel, should that district be already occupied by the 
Turks. If not, he was to arrange for a supply of salt for the Vilayet of Van. He 
aiso told mo tliat Tahir had advised him to wait a few days and rest himself after his 
journey before taking any steps. 

Ta calling subsequently on Mubteshem he ouly mentioned the latser half of his 
tission, and asked Muhtestiom to furnish him an escort, so that he might visit 
‘Auch Muhteshem declined to do so, telling him that he could make his arrange- 
ments for buy ‘with the Iandlorts here, and that there was nothing 
to be Going to the spot. ML. Logothetidi, however, started yesterday for 
‘Angel, wecompanied, 1 believe, by some ‘Turkish Zaptichs. 

ily looks as if Anzel were about to go the same way as the other districts 
st covetous eyes; and Lam quite unable to explain the 
ving disecepaney between the assurances given by the Porte to His ; 
‘nd the action of its Represents My experience of Tahir, 
however, forbids me to believe that he would, on responsibility, ta i 
stops uuloss he was pretty sure that they would be approved by hhis official superiors. 
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‘The telegraph line between Tabreez’and Urumia lins not worked for more than a 
month, ‘The last communication which I received on the subject of the frontier 
jcstion is Mr. Barclays telegram of the 1th July, forvasted fo me by pst from 
fabreez. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW, 





(38425) No. 575. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received September 98.) 


Sir, Gulahek, Se 
5 k , September 8, 1908, 
T HAVE the honour to report thatthe Imperial Aint has "boon rcently famed 
tain Hajji Ismail Agha for the sum of 150,000 tomans.. ‘This individual 
s been tiviee convicted of late of uttering false coin. ‘The French Financial Adviser 
upon learning this warned the Minister of Finance that not a fortnight would clapse 
before he received a proet from one or other of the banks. 
is auticipations were correct, as may be juducd from the letter addressed 
the Chief Manager of tho Imperial Bank of Persia to Kavam-od-Dowlsh copy of whi 
© Lmay add that a very considerable quantity of spurions coin is now in ci 
in Tehran, and, inasmuch ’as the dio with which it is struck is one that was in use somo 
ars ag hore seoms some reason to think tht this Mit coining is earied on at tho 
mint itself. - 











lation 








_ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARDES M. MARLING. 





Tnclosure in No, 575. 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Kawam-ed-Dowleh. 





Your Excellenc 
Exeelle a August 27, 1908, 
WE think it desirable that your attention should shat thr 
your atte called to what threat 

becowe a grave danger to public interest, if not tothe Stato Pate 
___ Spurious eurreney, purporting to be coin of the realm, has been put into eireulation 
ae hran, and the bank is daily obli to reject such ary tendered by the 

We have gone to tho expense of effectin, 
that the coins contain only 50 per cent. of silver, 

We beg that your Excellency will kindly take such steps as are considered. 


necessary, not only for our own protection but also fo ic with wl 
neces Pi or that of the public with whom 











an assay, and find, out of two tests made, 








We beg, ée. 





[33428] No, 576, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 





(No. 242.) 
Sir, 
Wen i Gulahek, September 5, 1908, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 294 of to-day’ date, Ihave tho onoue to 
transmit herewith copy of the note I addressed to the Persian Government warning 


them aginst any att obtain a pecuniary 5 
them agsinst any attempt to obtain a pecuniary advance secured on the Hormu Oxide 

















Having in mind the instructions contai ity \ 
z is £0 your telegram No, 1810 
Oluigulysoslregarda te atranie undenvanili ak hin Concosseh talline tie aan 









hands, [thought it well to make it i 

1 perlect!y plain to the Persian Government tha 
alienation of the Hormuz Concession to a third. party would be: most Tisasgtal to is 
Majesty's Government, and trust that in making the inclosed communication L hav 
correctly interpreted your wishes, ae 







T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 
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Tnolosure in No. 576. 
Mr. Marling to Ala-es-Sultanch. 


‘Your Highness, Gulahek, September 4, 190 
Tins come to my knowledge that the Persian Government contemplate obtaining 
a pecuniary advance to be secured by a Concession of the oxide mines in the Tsland of 
Hormuz a 
torn eae cireumstances, itis my duty to remind your Highness of the eonditions, 
communicated to your Highness in Sir Cecil Spring-Rice’s note of the Sist August, 
1907, on which His Britannic Majesty's Government agreed to the request, of the 
Imperial Government for the suspension for three years of the sinking fund of the 
English loan of 1903-1904, one of which was the very natural and moderate stipulation 
that ‘in accordance with the general law as to debtors and ereditors, it is understood 
that the Persian Government on its side will not contract any nev foreign loan without 
first giving their creditors, England and Russia, the option of advancing’ money on the 
same conditions.” ea 
‘No oljcetion having been raised by the Persian Government to these conditions, 
His Britannic Majesty’s Government consider them, as 1 had the ho 
Higiness in my note of the 26th July last, as definitely and. irrevocably accepted,” and 
dis ly duty to point out to your Highness that in these cireumstances the Persian 
ynent is precluded from raising any loan or advance whatever without first giving: 
Majesty's Government the option of making that loan or advance on equal 


havo, therefore, the honour to. request your Highness to beso good as to i 
me of any. negotiations whieh may take place, either now or in the future, w 
weet of antaiging a pecuninsy advance or Ioan, n order that T may submit the conditions 
slonmonv iy ease they should wish to avail themselves of the conditions 
a 
that I should also rem 
S104, which was duc 
obligation remains 
funy attempt 
titer purpose isan nck agai 
Tishall- be very. glad [ ‘as to take the earl 
pportuity of aubuitdng the presenteonmunication to the consideration of Ts Imperial 
Majesty the Shah. 
a Lavail, &. 
) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(83429) 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 
(No. 243,) 
Sir, Gulakek, September 5 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 287 of the Ist instant, have the 
transmit herewith copy of a uote which [have recived from the Persian Minister for 
Vovelun Atfais, informing me of the encroachments of the ‘Turkish troops both north 
or eaitivot Uruinia, s0 that that town was eut_off from communication, except across 
ile lake, with the rest of Persia, and requesting that action may be taken by His 
Miajeatg’s Ambassador at Constantinople, in concert with his Persian colleague, to put 
an end to this aggression, ath. 
Mie encroachments mentionedyby Ali-es-Sultaneh in this note were reported by 
Wratislaw in bis telegram No, 49 of the 11th ultimo, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 
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Tnelosure in No. 577. 


Ala-es-Sultaneh to Mr. Marling. 
(ranslation.) September 1, 1908. 

‘ACCORDING to the written information received yesterday from Uramia, 
195 Turkish troops have entered the district of Anzel, in Persia proper, on the ‘Tabrooz 
rou, and sent written orders to the villages in that district. ‘The orders bear tho 
Signature of Ismail Agha, of Shekkak, who has been summoned from Chehri 
Giulaghast has established himself at the village of Balghu, less than a farsakh from 
the road, and supports the rebellious Kurds who are collecting the harvest in the 
villages of Anzel. On the other hand, 100 soldiers have been seni to the district of 
Baranduzehie, in Pe y. Yaver Pasha, General of Division, has come to the 
same place; he has brought Karim Khan-i-Haraki with him, and they have taken 
possession of and have let out the villages in the district. ‘They have, in fact, besieged 
Urumia, i, they have taken possession of the district of Baranduz, on the one sile, as 
far as the lake, and on the other side they have seized the district of the Upper and 
Lower Anzel as far as the lake, ‘They haye also brought an inspeetor to inspect the 
salt of the lake, so that they may make some arrangements about that article, ‘They 
have also decided to take possession of other villages by degrees, 80 as to stop the roads 
tothe lake, On the Salmas side also Chehrik has been encroached upon by the Turks, 
and Kolnch Shabre is also suffering from their oppression, On the Khoi side they 
hhave sent troops to Baland, According to the information received from the Kurdistan 
Tocal authorities, the Turkish intruders are constructing buildings at Banch, and have 
collected revenue by force. Although the Mohtashem-es-Sultanch has often asked the 
‘Turkish Commissioner, verbally and by writing, for the recall of the ‘Turkish troops and 
the prevention of the unwarranted proceedings on the part of the Turks, no result has 
been achieved, except delay, frivolous remonstrances, the violation of the clear rights of 
the Persian Government, and renewed encroachment. 

Under these circumstances, | have considered it necessary to inform you of the 
high-handed action of the Turkish frontier authorities on territory indisputably that of 
the Persian Government. 

I tlerefore request you to be good enough to bring the matter to the notice of the 
British Government, so that the British Ambassador at Constantinople may. be 
instructed to co-operate with the Persian Representative in taking measures to prevent 
the evils. 

Tayail, &e, 
(Signed) "MOHAMMED ALI. 





[33430] No. 578. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 244.) 


Gulahek, September 5, 1908, 

WITH reference to your telegram No, 96 of the 9th May last, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of a note which Thave received from the Persian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in reply to constant representations I have made for satisfaction for the 
assault committed in June last year, near Lat-i-Baring, on some members of the escort 
of His Majesty's Consul at Seistan by somo retainers of Pasand Khan, who at that 
time lield a contract with the Po stoms for the safe conveyance of the mails, 
Tt eannot be pretended that this note is a satisfuctory compliance with our demands for 
satisfaction for the incident, We required that the contract with the Khan should at 
once be terminated, and that neither he nor his men shoul again be taken into tie 
service of the Persian Government, ‘The Persian Government, liowever, only informs 
me that the Postal Administration has been instructed to dismiss the dependents of the 
Khan who committed the offence, and not to employ them again, and that the 
authorities have been instructed not to renew the contract with Pasant Khan, which 
has been cancelled, Unsatisfactory as it is, I venture to think that we should accept 
the note and allow the question to drop. It has been dragging on for rather more than 
year, in spite of the constant and urgent efforts that { have made, and in spite, 
moreover, of the fact that for the last few weeks M. Molitor, the Head of the Postal 
Administration, has been urging the Minister for Foreign Affairs to give us the 
sa'isfnction we demand, ‘The time and trouble necessary to obtain a complete con 
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pliance with our requirements would, I submit, be ont of all proportion to the result. to 
He obtained; and, with the many far more important questions that are now demanding 
the attention of the Legation, it is extremely desirable to keep the list of current affairs 
‘of minor importance as small as possible, It appears to me also very improbable that a 
Similar case of this kind will recur, seeing that the assault on the escort was committed 
under the impression that an insult to us would be gratifying to the Russian local 
oe AF iets by telegraph the receipt of this note to the Government of India 
have suggestell thet, should the Vieeroy coneur in my view that the ease may be 
droppede'L iay lw authorized to intimate to the Persia Postal Administration that 
the Indian Government are now prepared to instruct the British Indian Postal 
Ofticer in the Persian Gulf to conform with Postal Union Rules as to the acceptance 
and forwarding of Persian mail matter, a point on which the Government of India 
was disiuelined to give way pending the settlement of the Pasand Khan incident, 
I have, Xe. . 
(Signed) | CHARLES M. MARLING. 


a 


Tnclosure in No, 578. 


Alaces-Sultanch to Mr. Marling. . 

(ranstations) [Wrdatet 

IN reply to your note of the 26th July and. provious correspondence addressed by 
the British Legation on the subject of the misbelaviour of some of Pasand Khan's 
Horsemen. towards Indian sowars, which fook place last year at Lat-i-Baring, Cb 
state that the Foreign Office reurets this incident very much, and, in order to give 
Aatistvetion to the British Legation, Whe necessary orders have been addressed to, the 
Postal Administration to dismiss the dependents of Pasand Khan who had com 
this olferice, and not to employ them in future in that district, Besides ¢ 
Khav's contract for carrying the post between Seistan and Birjand has been can- 
celled, and the authorities have been specially instructed not to renew it. I have 
informei! you of the satisfactory measures taken by the Persian Government in this 

er, 
ee Fayail, &e F 

(Signed) MOHAMED ALL. 





[83432] 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 


Gulahele, September 8, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 214 of the no, 1 have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of & Memorandum prepared by His ) y's Viee-Consul at 
Alinaz, in whieh he discusses at length the question of the opening up of communications 
between Dizfal 1 Western and Northern Persia, - _ 

After examining the merits and demerits of the various routes Jeadin 1g Across 
Luristin from Diztil to. Khorremabad and the possible means of protecting caravan 
trailie from the depredations of the tribes inhabiting those districts, Captain Lorimer 
urges that some steps should he taken to prevent the lapse of the Persian ‘Transport 
Jompany's Concession, and suggests that for this purpose the Persian ¢ ment 
should be reminded of its oblizations to maintain such reasonable degree of security in 
the districts concerned as to make it possible for the concessiounaires to construct and 
work the road, anid that these representations should be followed up by the announce. 
nent that at a fixed date a survey party: will be dispatched to Luristan, for the safety of 
which the Persian Government will be held responsibil : Late 

‘Phe question as to whether any action to maintain the Luristan Road Concession is 

rable obviously hangs on Yhe issue of the pourparters that have recently heen 

hanged between London and St, Petersburgh for the construction of a railway 
Between Julfa and Mohammerah, Should those pourparlers result in an agreement 
Binding the two Powers to. the constriction of a railway running from north to south 
approximately parallel to the western troutier of Persia, and serving also the eapital, 
within the immediate future, there would, L conceive, be no necessity or justification for 
Laking (ie extreme measures proposed by Captain Lorimer in order to make our position 


secure for the exploitation of the Persian Transport Company’s Concession. But if, on 
the other hand, the acquisition of the Railway Concession is intended merely a8 a paper 
barrier against an extension of German railways from Bagdad, or should it seem 
probable that, for financial or other reasons, the construction of the railroad may be 
deferred until after the Road Concession would have elapsed, { venture to express the 
opinion that as a matter of precaution some action should be taken to secure the 
object Captain Lorimer has in view. 

But before taking any decision [ presume that His Majesty's Government would 
take into consideration the manner in which such action would be viewed by the Russian 
Government. And in the light of the reply given by M. Isvolsky with reference to the 
proposed participation of Messrs. Stevens in the Imam Kuli Mirza’s Navigation Conces- 
sion for Lake Urumia, and still more in the light of the Russion Memorandum of the 
2nd (15th) August in rezard to railway construction in Persia, there is no room to 
doubt but that that attitude would be one of remonstrance, on the ground that any 
action on our part tending to facilitate our commercial access to the Russian * spliere” 
is contrary to the spirit of the Convention of the Bist August, 1907. ‘The Convention, 
however, specially provides for the maintenance of existing Concessions, and it appears 
tome to be perfectly arguable that any action which His Majesty's Government may 
think proper to take in order to prevent the lapse of the Concession is directed only 
towards the maintenance of an existing Concession, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 579. 


Memorandum by Viee-Cousul Lorimer on the Opening up of Communications between 
Dizful and Western and Northern Persia, 


IT has recently been suggested hy His Britannic Majesty's Politieal Resident in 
the Persian Gulf that Captain Haworth, His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Keruanshah, 
and myself should avail ourselves of the opportunity atforded ‘by our meeting at ‘ebran 
to talk over and draw up a joint Report on the general question of opening up 
communications through Luristan. 

Tn compliance with this suggestion we have discussed the question together. As, 
however, Captain Hawor'l has already drawn up a fresh Report, in continuation of that 

i he submitted last October on the same subject, and as there is. considerable 
practical difficulty in fully co-ordinating our views, originating as they do. from 
standpoints of diverse experience, we have concluded that it would be more convenient 


Owing to fresh information whieh has come to is knowledge, Captain Haworth's 
ideas have undergone some alteration siuce hw submitted his original pro 
garding a Dizful-Kermauslah route, and this is a dire 
criticisms of that scheme which [put forvard, Tn what follows I shall not refer to such 
matters, and further £ will assume that his present Report, embodying his latest. views, 
hus been read before this Memorandum is taken up. 
2, ‘The general question resolves itself into two main divisions, that of 


osals 
ion which nullifies many of the 


(1,) The means of communication which will be available for connecting the head 
of the Persian Gulf with the trade centres of middle Western Persia, 
(2) The route which it is most advisable to adopt, 


jolt fegard to the first point, there isa concevable choice of animal transport anda 
railw: 

nt before going into detail to remark thav itis 
probable that the most suitable alignment for a railway would be found to be up the 
valley of the Karkha (here known as the Saimarra) River) from where it eseapes round 
the cast end of the Kabir Kuh range to the point where it is joined by the Kashgan 
River, the course of the latter river being then followed up until an easy entry into the 
Khurrumabad Valley were struck. 


3, Proceeding ‘now to examine the question of routes available, from a more 
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i i vil ‘ion from Mohaymeraly 
| point of view, it is unnecessary here to deal with the section fron meral 
Sonera Do ould be served by availway up the right bank of the Karun, or by th 
ver steam-boat service at present in existence. _ E : 
Fiver steam: boat ser az there can be no question thatthe shortest and. most suitabfe 
align mint wuld be direct from Ahveaz to some point to the west of Disful, rennin Op 
the strip of Iand bounded lengthwise by the Diz sol sarki Rives, Hor files 
Hnfornation regarding this section, reference is invited to the Memomadan trate 
eee eaaspatch No. 27'T, dated the 28th Joly, 1008, addressed to His Britannic 
Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tebran. A oe 
Miethe route, vit Shushter is not, however, open fo fatal objection s» Jong as the 
jirements of pack transport alone have to be considered. bee ear 
Tener or Ptcation of route only arises the moment that Digfl is left behind, 
i nadan, the trade centre to be aimed at, as objective, : 
th Ta ena ramourod. tage, of whose existence T lave fall tp 
‘obtain any satisfactory corroboration, investigation has revealed three main pe 
Oat any a reatton: heteen  Diatul and Khurramabad, which later, with Burajird 
{ives stages furtier on, lex approximately on «straight line connecting 
Mee adae, Both Khurramabad aiid Burnjird.are trade centres of some eons 
‘he routes just referred to are— 


‘Phe “ direet” route, over the Kialan Pass. <= ayes 
2) ‘The artttery” route, mentioned above in connestion with the question of « 
alignment. : : 
Hgnmen’ aria route, crossing the Kabir Kuh and Karkha River, at the locality 
of that name. 


Seay erly as a caravan road by previous, 
No.1 is some seven stages long, was worked formerly as a caravan road} r 
Gove gare te Trurntany ante aill in plnees boasts the remains of earavanserais, It ties 
oovernire Dirakwand ‘country, whieh hay now for a number of years been closed to 
Teel r i ° nd further trenches on 
No.2 algo Les through part of the Dirakyand country, an ren : 
inde aiden the control of the eongeries of the Dilfan tribes, and of others, auch as the 
Hassanwand, " a é 
aod that Persian artillery has in former times been repeatedly sent down 
histan by this route. = is, 
Stee touwes the Karkha west of Dizful, proceeds through  Pasht-i-Kul territory 
lic southern skirt of the Kabir Kuh, which it erosses eventually some five stages 
from Dizful. + Es 
It then immediately recrosses the Karkha (Sain ater which the country 
is comparatively easy, and a choice of routes to Khurramabad can be found. ; 
his route, the tise of which I have previously suggested as a temporary Presse, 
pending the development. of the Persian Transport Company's Concession, is some four 
vejaes longer than No.1, and presents no advantages as an alignment fora permanent road. 
* All these routes Tie weross Luristat hod tee 
pie uow come to a fourth route-that recommended by Captain Haworth in his 
ginal proposals. ae k 
orgie dates after crossing the Karkha vest of Dizful, would Hie entirely in whit is 
Pashchkule teiitory, or elfeetively. such until the boundary of the, Kermanshal 
Province were attained, _Kermanshah itself woul be the primary objective, fea 
The route, ahich scens 0 olfer soveral advantages, sullers from the defect 
Length, and could not compete with: route No. 2, were that subsequently thrown olen 
a ytiAeaubject is fully dealt with ly Captain Haworth, who now jouly, regards the 
sinploynent oF this route as a possible pi aller—a view which T entirely ndorse, ow the 
iis put forward by him ‘ 
Ege ne jE will only take oceasion to remark that this route, though 
1 the major part of its course there is every reaso : 
proteetion could be arranged for thraugh te agency oF the Wall yok presents § 
yee or two stages from Dizful the same diffeulty” in providing for tts security 
‘ch L nov proceed to deal with, 
6. Toutes, the third has already been put out of courts and. our 
Fieted The second of thes ei longer: 
attention may be restrieted to the re ws two, “The second, » being longer 
aii alfering wo advantages in comparison, is ouly retained. for diseussion on account of 
its presumptive suitability for a railay alignment, : ; 
Troma local point of view, the construction of a road in cireumstanc 
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obtain at present in Luristan presents problems which fall into two eategories—the one 
physical, the other political, i 

Tn the ease of the two routes now under consideration, the problems encountered in 
the first category are so trifling that they do not at this stage call for detailed 
examination, 

For the purposes of pack traffic only a passable track is demanded, and this already 
exists, to my certain knowledge, in the exse of No, 1. ‘The track would no doubt be 
Susceptible of improvement, and new caravanserais would have to be built, or the 
remains of previously existing ones, whieh are in evidence along the route, would have 
to be restored. ‘The only question which would have to be determined would be the 
exact amount of improvement and construction which would be advisable. 

The necessity of constructing a carringeable road would not, I understand, be 
insisted on in the first instance by the Persian Government, 

7. The problems to be envisaged under the second category are of a much more 
serious character. ‘They may be considered as all emanating trom one souree, the 

cssity of rendering the route secure inyolving, in the first place, the coercion or 
cajolling of the local tribes into removing shich they have for a number af 
Years imposed on the passage of caravans through their country. As matters stand 
there is ‘no mere question of exposing caravans t a risk of being plundered ; it is, 
absolutely impossible to dispatch caravans at all, granted even all the complacency in 
the world in regard to the payment of blackmail, 

8, ‘he question of the protection of the route as far as Shush (Susa) has been 
reviewed in the Memorandum mentioned above, and in the covering letter of the same 
(my Nu, 267 (a), dated the 24th July, 1908). 

From Shush onwards the problem presents itself in three phases, corresponding to— 


(1) ‘The seetion of the route from Shush to where Tristan is entered, which 
crosses a “no man's land,” in which the dominant element is usually the Sagwand, 
things being further complicated by the vicinity of Arabs resident in Persian territory, 
and others hailing from beyond the ‘Turkish frontier. ‘This tract is also partially 
‘exposed! to the activities of raiding parties of the Dirakwand ; 

(2,) The section from the southern border of Luristan to Khutramabad which lies 
athwart te middle of the Dirakwand country, and latterly through territory subject to 
their influence 5 

(3) ‘The section, three stages in length, from Khurramabad to Burujird, the first 
part of w at cortain seasons dangerous owing to the presence of the strong and 
criminally disposed tribe of the Bairanwand, who eross it twice in their annual 
migrations, 


in the absence of strong Representative of the Persian 
Government in Arabistan, presents a yery difficult problem owing to the fact that 
there are many tribes involved, all of whose interests are at variance, anid the 
strongest of wlom, the Sagwand, do not always remain throughout, the hot weather, 
and are divided up between a number of contending Chiefs, none of whom enjoy any 
effectiv 

With a strong Governor this tract is occasionally reduced to a comparative degree 
of order, always excepting the incursions of irrepressible Dirakwaud. 

is conceivable that, under pressure, and at some expense on our part, traffic over 
this section might be rendered secure ; and the same remark holds good in regard to the 
third section, which even boasts two settled communities in the first and dangerous half 
ofits course, which might be turned fo some account as points dappui. 

By far the most grave difficulty is met with in the case of the second section, ‘The 
character and method of the Dirakwand have been illustrated in their attack on Colonel 
Douglas and myself wlien under their safe conduct in 1904, and has been sufficiently 
dealt with in previous corresyondence, Here it is enough to say that their strongly 
democratic tendencies, which have precluded the domination of any Chief, or even 
section, and their highly developed predatory habits, make the problem of dealing with 
them in the absence of force excessively difficult, if not insoluble, 

10, Before pursuing this subject further it will be convenient to disembarrass 

of the necessity of again reverting to the second, or railway, route, by 

that it would similarly necessitate a complete settlement of the Dirakwand 

guetion, an at th time an accommodation with the Dilfan and probably other 
tribes. 

11. Returning again to the consideration of the Dirakwand difficulty, its solution 
without the employment of force is so problematical as to oblige us to examine, in the 
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first place, what meane we have at hand, if any, of bringing foree to bear on that recal- 
citrant democracy, or failing force, any even of those spurious substitutes for force which 
sometimes pass current in Persia, 

Possible means which oceur to my mind are=— 





(2.) Pressure on the Persian Government to force it to exercise its functions as the 
supreme authority in the country, either directly through, its own local Representatives 
and .regular forces, or indirectly by invoking external assistance. 

“(G.) ‘The invoking and control by ourselves of other loeal powers by means of— 


(u.) A combination of other Lur teibes ; r 

(i) Theageney of any single powerful Lur Chief, of 
‘one worthy of consideration—the Fathe 

(8) ‘The invohin, 


(a.) Tn the person of the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh ; 
(U.) Of the Baklitiari Khans, 











yhom there is perhaps only 
Sultan of the Dilfan, 








by us of external aid— 





Tn the ease of (2) and (8) the friendly consent of the Persian Government would almost 
¢ortainly he necessary, as only. on this condition is it probable that the Powers appealed 
to hy us would be prepared to act. 

12, ‘No glance at these alternatives : 





‘The first is probably always within the range of possibilities, Strong Governors at 

nabad with some troops and full moral and financial support by the 

uld probably elfeet what is required, butin existing eircumstane 

it goems impossible to compel the Persian Government to incur the necessary expen- 

dituye, gyanted even its ability todo.so, ‘The only way ich T can imagine of brin, 

jt within the seope of practical polities would he to make it a carefully guarded eons 

of a loan granted to the Persian Government. ‘The probability, or otherwise of « loan 

Heine newotiated in the near fiture, and the feasibility of attaching any such condition 
to it, are matters which do not lie within my purview. 



























‘Vhe suggestions made under the second alternative would be expensive, and eould 
only be justified on ground of necessity, or if it were considered a matter of prime 
political importance to, secnre a practical control over this region. his, I believe, it 
would seeure to us, 

11 is questionable whether— 








(a) Would be possible; and 
(W) Would probably be easier to 





to effect, and less difficult to maintain. 


he third alternative would entail the same difficulties as the last, bi 
degree, 1 would recommend extending the responsibilities of the 
Bakhtinris, for various i nselves to the mind, 

‘Phe ease of the Wali is. different, an f power under 
our control in the don tern Luristan 
would crete an aset 0 nt ve 

It is, however, open to question whether the Persian Government would willingly 
eonsent to such a radical alteration in the status quo in South-Western Persia, more 
{specially if it were to be carried out under our auspices. ‘There is also the question of 
the Walts ability Co undettake the practical administration of Luristan. Were t 
strong enongh to do so unaided he would unquestionably at the present moment be in 
possession of what Was once under the dominion of his ancestors. Would the finanei 
Hacking and moral support which would accrue to him from an alliance with us render 
him sulliciently strong to overtide the open or concealed hostility of all the tribes of 
Lauriston which he would undoubtedly have to face? The answer to this question 
‘vould probably depend on the secret, as distinguished from the apparent, atutude of 
the Persian Government towards him after it had given its overt consent to the 
arrangement, ’ 5 

13, We have now concluded our review on the general situation, and if it appears 
to have been dealt with at undue length it yet remains a fact that this complicated 
subject as only been treated in merest outline. F x 

Tt now falls to consider what courses of action are open to us, assuming that it were 
decided to tum to practical account our Concession rights. ‘ 7 

Captain Ha s sanguine that, by pursuing a consistent poliey of worrying both 
the loval authorities and the Bersian Goverment, @ way will eventually open up before 
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us, and he makes no further very definite suggestions regarding this phaso of the 
question, which to me appears to be the alpha and omega of the whole problem. He, 
however, proposes that he shonld be allowed to go to Khurramabad in order to examine 
the state of affairs at closer quarters, and I would venture to express my opinion that 
this is very desirable, 

My own experience, which I recognize as being that of only one individual, makes 
it difficult for me to believe that in such a matter representations to the local 
authorities will be of the smallest effieacy until definite orders have been issued by the 
Central Government and practical steps initiated by it. 

With the best will in the world they would in any other circumstances be 
afraid. to act, and, indeed, would he as powerless to grapple with the Tristan 
situation as we. 

In the south, indeed, for more than a year there has been no authority who would 
acknowledge any responsibility in regard to the state of North-West Arabistan, and the 
Sardar Mukarram, a strong and capable Governor, has shown himself quite unequal to 
the task of opening up a route through Luristan, an object which I believe he really had 
close at heart, 

Local effort, in my opinion, would only be effective in forcing local authorities 
to carry out orders issued by the Central Government and in dealing with the tribes. 
‘As regards the latter form of activity, I believe that at the present moment there 
would be the greatest practical difficulty in getting into touch with the Dirakw 

At will be clear therefore that in my view any effective scheme of action 
originate in Tehran, and on the possibility of inducing or compelling the Persian 
Government to take the necessary steps it is riot within my competence to pronounce. 

OF this, however, Tam sure, that it will require a high degree of earnestness and 
insistence on the part of His Majesty's Government fo secure effective complianee with 
its requirements, and that the question of finance, to wh 1 have already: ded, will, 
unless removed, prove a very real impediment. 

14. If urged to express an opinion as to what choice of action is open tons, [can 
only proffer the following tentative suggestion :— 




































1 would suggest, in the first place, that we should in any ease without delay make 
strong representations to the Persian Government regarding. its obligations in relation 
to the Concession which it bas granted for a road through Luristan, pointing out ¢hint 
the Concession hias now only some three or four years to run, and that at no time in the 
past has it been made possible for us to work it, ‘This representation, if the situation 
does not develop, should be renewed annually with the express intention of putting 
ourselves in @ position to eventually prefer a demand for an extension of the period, or 
for compensation for t!¢ loss of the Cone 

If His Majesty's Government is fully decided to insist on obtaining the 
Concession, this representation, made at as carly an opportunity as possid 
followed up by an anno 
chor 





















its of the 
, should be 
ment that, whatever attitude the Persian Government 
se to adopt, we intend to accept no further delay, and that on a fixed date a survey 
party will be dispatched to Luristan, and that the Persian Government will be held 
responsible for its safety; and this announcement should be earried imto effect at least 
to the point of putting down a survey party at Diztul 

Were the financial difficulty. overcome, 1 believe that the Persian Government 
would, if it detected no signs of vacillntion on our part, do everything in its power to 
satisfy our wants, 

it will be objected to that this is a very extreme measure, but Lam personally 
without hope that any less decided action will rouse the Persian Government from. the 
‘oblivion to our just claims in which it is plunged. 

It may also be objected that a survey party would entail considerable expense, and 
that no clear necessity e s employment where it is only proposed to improve 
an existing track across comparatively easy country. But the question may first. be 
asked whether a much more extensive use of its services could not be made, In view 
‘of the apparently not remote possibility of the construction of a railway across 
Duristan, the advantage of ha nment already: fixed on and surveyed is 
obvious, and this the party could. sceure without awakening the Persians’ suspicions as 
to our ultimate designs, by ostensibly seching for and surveying an alignment suitable 
for wheeled traffic. 

‘The direct and other routes could also be examined; and it is not improbable that 


useful work could be found for the party in connection with the interests of the Oil 
Syndicate. 
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‘ ‘ible we for beginning operations on the 
jught even conceivably be possible to arrange ming operations on the 
to ae eit probable. raluay. alignment, before the, Persian Government, hat 
Weed in our interests, and that without incurring any ‘undue risk. But s 
core party once in the country ant Rout ta tion dbesond question, T dg nat 
Finke at ive already said, tliat the Persian Gorernment would venture (0 Ste 
Sa Salar, TT think it would make every effort in its power to produce a working: 
solution the Luristan question. ¢: 7 = 
rat tie responsbiity meurred. by any one making or ascepting such 25 iat 
: lity i fa e mstances would savour of aud Pia 
hil Jf pusied Co finality in unfavourable cireumstances would avout of ane. ty 
am wellastare, considerable, but the question remains whi : 
foley exists, oF what less objectionable frm of the lar can TSS nat 
Lean offer no suggestion az regards te second point, and as reRan ros 
only see the alternative of attempting to enter into relations with the l os an any 
fied Rutter through by direct negation, ‘This secs to me senreely pastiche. Tt 
yet into touel with the Dirakwand is, as fe have stated car tes SU a 
Eomate of interval division of all the tribes concerned, and the wnt 8) A 
the state cr mrantead hy the possession of superior foree by the other party 6 6 
Set hea ea ranleeeny ‘Auempt in this direction of very doubtful possibility 
g a eE 1 has been altered considerably since T submitte”l my frst propose 
1904, both by the behaviour of the De suelte id the loss o is 
Mreconatity and valuable friend in Khanjan Khan, Sagwand rate : 
Hee Meer, eae this yont, 02 iin autos, th the Diaknand ha 
sordushly repented of tieir wetion in 1904, and wero so anxious to get into, oie Bos 
Shorty Foye epureil (o weleome 6 renewal of the question of the road. | The main 
eet would, of course, be to interpose a bulfer between themselves anil the Pepian 
Sree vita this ight peoduee an artificial improvement in thelr manners. Yet 
saa this tho case however, the diflieulty of obtaining any guarantee Of their Z008 
were yreauranee of the stability of an agreement wilh them would sill ema. | 
Je Or course, if the Persian Gavernment accede Co cur prelininary, repress: tt 
to the extent of at once taking (he smatter in hand itsel! sre w OOF ae Danae 
sipporl to tig employment by us of sime oxtside agency, always er 
Toye the bill), forceful measures on our part willnot be necessary, | Ait ap 
‘AU the same time we should always have to penis mit pate 18 seen 
fo the faithful performance of its promixes, and My practice this would | ur 
Oo rere af an indefinite peril of time, to tho point at whieh the exerete 
Pie os MA a al et main 
buck NRUraureR valde the word--time, Reliance on this means of aration implies 
ivayore of Tess implicit belief that within» faleulable period the state of alfairs wl 
Tnidergo some material change for the betters | ob Pee estan 
FFche present case Lace no gronnds for indulging in this belt ¢ Kajars tare 
for ety ie Peta their authority in Luristan, and the now are ates a 
Tr AIA murevtog authority of Che Shah wid! Ms TReproseotatives without shoving 
Fi to ean, proinaes 1 solution, and only favours the chance of the 
incursion of European rivals. . 
a iidieatigns have recently been given that the q 
yet of Bernin may shortly enter iso the aphote oe _ ; 
ae eee campnaniteations. whieh ignores this possibility, would now be com 
Hiei ocitaity a eerlalnty, anal tie time necessary to give it effec ineousidersbit, 
ft would Hovrncessary to, consider tie question of caravan roads or tracks at a ; 
Boer aneway aot the eaae, and at the lest'we may reckon on a period of seyere 
aa oe riar before a railway could possibly be built and ready to perform its funetions 
seas iese premises it may he asked whether the trouble and expense: invelwad 
pacifying hu country and furnishing the minimum of cilities necessary for pack tralfie 
Nould be justifiable. igh cok eometlbae Ae 
a hin Haworth has touched on this point in his Report, and I am in general 
‘aveord Nith the views which he expresses ; ee 
Eo en pon m route through Laistan, preferably that 1 have deseribed as the 
direct route, would entail a settlement of by far the most pressing politi aificatcs 
Which svould beset the carrying out of @ railway s and this wou! 
fine and experience, 
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The only question is whether it would be fair to ask the Persian Transport Company 
to sink capital on a road which was destined to become obsolete in a few years, 
and this depends on exaetly what amount of expenditure would have to be incurred, 

In my opinion, it would not have to be great, being confined to the execution 
of uinor improvements of the track and the repair of the old caravanserais or the 
construction of new ones of the most unpretentious description to replace them. 

OF course, the protection of tle route would have to be paid for, but this is a 
recurring and, as it were, working expense, and not an initial charge, and, whether it 
were paid for five years or for fifty, would always have to be taken’ into account in 
assessing the character of a road as'a profitable oF unprofitable undertaking. 

‘There is no use blinking the fact that the working of any scheme, whether a 
railway or a road one, will necessitate « large expenditure, the most serious. part 

in the case of u rond, will be precisely these recurring charges for protection, 
initting this, il must yet be remembered that on the other side of the account 
must be entered the menaces to our commercial and political position which it is 
designed to oppo: 

1s. The importance of our large and growing trade in the west and north-west of 
Persia hus been placed in a very clear light by Captain Haworth, But, though for the 
‘moment the position is satisfactory, this trade really lies at the merey of Russia until 
we are able to convey handize to the trade centres by a less cireuitous and 
tedious route than that vid Bagdad; and even Germany can any day enter the lists on 
equal terms with ourselves, 

Still_more dangerous sould appear to be the danger threatening us from the 
Bagdad Railway, which appears to be slowly but steadily advancing to completion, and 
in the known ambitions of the Germans to establish a commercial supremacy in Western 
Persia, or in Persia generally, by an extension of the Bagdad Railway vid Khanaqin 
and Kermanshah to Tehran, 

‘These matters, I am aware, lie outside my legitimate cognizance, and my infor- 
mation regarding them is neither full nor exaei, but T may perhaps be pardoned if T 
call attention to how completely a railway—and probably, though in a lesser degre, 
even a road connecting Mohammeral with, say, Hamadan—would act asa bar to the 
realization of these German ambitions, 

‘These considerations, from my limited point of view, seem to justify measures on 
our part, whether politica! or finaticial, on a seale which vould avail to carry us to the 
atlainment of any schemes we are likely to entertain in regard to Luristan, 

The immediate effect of such an assumption is to relogate any scheme for an 
indirect route, such as one vid Kermanshah, to the remote background, except in so far 

it might Ve possible to utilize this route or that vit Saimarra (as formerly proposed 
nyself) as a temporary means of communication with a minimum sinking of eapital, 
could only become advisable if there wore the prospect of a long delay in 

‘ng ovr real and final object. 

19, With this proviso I offer the following few remarks with reference to one or 
tio points regarding the Kermanshah route, on which incline to differ from Captain 


I am in a position to affirm that the first was the result of a misundersta 


‘Major Burton's part, and doves not at all correctly represent the late Khanjan's views ; 
while Mr. Preece’s opinion, however true it was at the time it was written, does not 
old good in the state of aflairs existing at the present day, 

‘he question of Consulate boundaries [ have dealt with in a separate 

Other points suzgested by Captain Haworth's Report have incidentally been 
discussed in earlier sections of the present Memorandum, 

T do not refer to matters relating to his own district, of which Captain Haworth has 


made a special study, and on which his opinion is entitled to be considered authori- 
tative. 


(Signed) D, L. R, LORIMBR, Captain, Indian 
Army, His Britannic Majesty's Vice- 
Consul for Arabistan. 
Gulaiek, August 3, 1905, 


(1599) 50 





: ‘i reports and lette arrival here on the Mth August, and fin ned an interview, Tis Imperial 
PSI allach o Tint of some of fhe ee Fe ior Higluess, thinking he bd an ordinary Russian reactionary to deal with abused the 
Sees resin has come ‘up again for consideration de noro, it is possible that they constitutional movement, much to M. ist. ‘The Russian Legation will 
a HP Toot have already been discussed, and as probably be eventually forced to eject these conrespontents, and in this eonneetion it 
may bo of interest as a record. of Toler. in recent yea PMnteresting to note their attitude towards the Russian Bank Manager at Tabreez, 
throwing some light on the state of Luristan in recent Y°s D.. Re M. Bodilowiteh, the brother-in-law of M. Kokovtzeff, the Ru ‘nance Minister. 
ae This gentleman was accused of interfering in political questions at Tabreez, and to 
have catered into relations with the revolutionary leaders there, He was removed 
from the country within twenty-four hours, an Imperial Ukase having been issued 
: . eae for the purpose. 
thor of Roports, eo, relating to Daristan, submitted by Viee-Consul Larimer, The Recsian Bank has a claim of 13,0000. on Prince Jelal-ed-Dowleh, at present in 
1904 to 1908. Europe with his father, the ZikesSoltan, ‘The Legation is pressing the Persian 
Garevament to sell his furniture, &e., by auction in order to meet the debt. When the 
Sub ZaroaSultan's palace was looted on the 23rd June by the Shah's troops, the Jelal's 
{i aloroon’” was broken into and most of the eontents looted. ‘The proposal to sell off 
emuins by auction is merely vindictive. A country house which has been 
i mumnber of years is now claimed by his sister, Banow 
y whom the Russians have throughout protected. Some 
route i aut there a few days ago and. officially, handed it over to 
Ot, on same subject) J appear merely to. be intended to throw further 
serves ia discredit on the Zil-es-Sultan, who is identified in Persian ey : 
tani has altways been supposed to have enjoyed British suppor 
weal sins Bete: an Ean Legaons or the join dente mgt to the 
ents Cons ah respecting As on the Lth November 
Ban October, 1907, through their respecti fl . ‘Phe Shah was not well 
enough to receive them and th inister. 
‘has been formed, which meets once or twico a weok, at 
(Initialled) Dp. LR. L. ae rs, and this bod ie supposed to Dea in claborating 
reactetn sh mibly and Senate. ‘They are, however, quite 
Iapatiany August 19, 1008 Mey conalesion, and tho-seal work dash Hiatus 
y who de up lst Regulations 
a The activity. of the German Minister rogarding his cases hore, which anv chiet 
[33433] No. 580. eon eit ee : : : i to the Foreign Minister, he 
A = September 28. declared t if the British and Russian Legations took up a sin r attitude life would 
0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Receweed Septenier 28.) not be worth living. ‘Tho G Minister has lately taken up some complaints raised 
Galette (SepiemlA a0) 1008 Dy lis Consular Representative at Bushire regarding the conduct of quarantine matters 
Sa A ptain Williams. 
sian Minister in Paris has been recalled to Tehran. ‘This wi the 
flowing x ipomatis pats vocant Tondon, St. Pelsurg, Bertin, Views, 
< ie bine, and Pas. The Ministor to St, Petersburgh, Mofakhan-ed-Dowleh,. was 
SAL AABBING: appointed neatly a year ago, but still remains at Tehran, No one has yet been. chosen 
for London 
Amit Nezaun, who was Vizier to tho present Shab when Valiahd at 1 
tthe beginning of the month., Daring tho last year quite a number of prominent 
ive died including the Atabek, Mushired-Dowlel, Kavameul-Atills, 
ltaneh, 
—— No siewspapers have appeared since the 23rd Juno. 
‘The follewsing, is list of the present Ministers, Court officials, Ge, for eonventenco 
of reference :— 
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_| Forwarding proposed scheme for rod through Lurstan. 
rear tee Chess and pits of Larstan, 
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| fe Keriuanshah route, 














Mr, Marling ( 
(No. 217.) 


Sit AVE, tho hiqnour to transmit to you Tierewith, the monthly summary of events 
sn Porsia for the porfod the 13th August to te LOth & 1908. 


Tuelosute 1h No, 580. 


Monthly Sunmary No.9 


‘Tehran. 


sc vomained quiet during the last four weeks ‘The Shah, who still Prin Minister Sionivhne a siete 
resides at eee saitored from fever and, profuse bleeding at the suns Ansan foe Revoir Anan ‘ 
uring the last few days. His Imperial High ibvesSultaneh has alka, been 
doping the eat epored that he was dead, ‘The Shah proposes to spend the wine 

Fn retooling lox near Dochantapelr a few miles east of Teliran, built 
a Ear ae eCaurt eontinuot 10 be the weat, of endless and complicated : ; 
PMirigues, and it has now transpired that Nai rieh-and Salar-ed-Dowleh were ge Sultan AT Khan, 
Me parepapare ini agitators; just before the eaup «fBtal: The relations . z + Kavam-ed-Dowleh, 
et tar Sepalsalar) and Colonel Liakholl continues to be strained. on eee | Mukliber-ed-Dowleh. 
Pe Mal has tte for Russi, avon Bake, where he ad reason to fear his Tle ‘ : i eet 

‘ight be threatened, * ‘ Ke 

aight, be threatened. 1 papers have sent correspondents to Tehran, who send. their a Amina All 
pots hostile eonsments on the attitude of the Russians here, ang 950 especially bitter a eee 
Paes Galonel Liakholl. ‘The correspondent of the “ Retch,” M described ‘egnel) i : 
eres Tegation a particularly active, He pursued the ZileeSultan on hip SE ead: 
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Tabreez. 


‘The situation is reported wpon fully in a separate despatch. 


Resht. 


1 r shilan, arrived on the 30th Jul 


dwals accom sult vions for the large number 


of poople h 
reo Me following. troops 2 

400 infantry, 35 artillerymen, with two Ueh 

intonded to sululne the district of Talish, but the s 

sayings they were Inred by hopes of 1 had 

fight the people of Talish  Thoy are living on the people eda 
Owing to cholera in Russia, fiv quarantine was established at 4 

‘ites been removed in eonsequence of representations made by the Russian 


300. horsemen, 
‘This force 
Resht, 


Pe Mati tam {Tehran has informed Mr. Marling that 


i Envzeli would shortly be laid 
Décauville ruilway for the projected © works at Enzeli would short! 

AL Ui place. In this eonncotion itis to be at Serdar Afkham, before leaving 
‘Telinan, personally promised the Russian Minister wonld arrange the question 


we tantat thenoutl of tho Murdabs to. his satisfaction. ‘Che Russian-object is to 
got possession of Ue kind on both sides of the entrance to the Murdab 


Meshed. 


1. {ho Shab has sent a circular teleg 
that ii is their duty to. report on the state of th 
Hho tid that he his other spies, aud that if he : 
cligetaphy mastors agree to send i untrue reports he will p 
2, Price Dabija. was in Teliran carly in September, 
Jwave from there, so hie will not take up his post as Cox 
tines 


TusbaticHayderi. 


1, On the Vth Auly. Captain Keyes left for England vid Meshed, on transfer 
to Thaluehistan, and ate Kets charge of Tis Ma, 's Consulate to Captain 
Wategn TAS amdesirable Dvitids Indian subject, who was deported to India in 

ny Hist, roth Prat in duly, He wns caught, and imprisoned in the 
Consulate. Pho other aman deported at the samo tine, Surkhru, is said to Le in hiding 
ae Gig) Vow dx q lit \é in Soistan, passed 

‘Murat on his we early in August, °C yass q with 
Tiny, andl he put 0 jnstead of at the Russian Consulate, ; 

A Russian oli i Seouratt, With to Cossacks was touring during 

ont Khaf and Karz, Captain lyase was displeased at thi 

wou to tot Meshiud district. 

‘Mhinee Rossi sed thirough on thei 
aluly. Four others ; A awe ‘A later qn their 

Four Cossacks ar Heh it if 

gut to Kareg, and to otliers arrived front Karez: the following ‘apt 

sid our Costacks and a Porsian sowar, left on the 13th August for w fortnight’s 
tone to Tush and Nishapur. ine ; 

‘The Karex newswriter reports that a Russian officer and eleven: Cossacks 
arrived at PulseKhatun and proceeded to Kurez, presumably to relieve the detac 

pw theres i 
yee eee 400 families of damshidis, who left Herat for Transeaspia, were apparently 
iene hack by the Russians. 
a _ Upwards ot 100 Borberis, fleeing from Afghanistan, were attacked by Afghans, 
.d suffored considerable loss. ‘The main body reached Persian territory. 
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Ispahan, 


1, Bahram Mirza, son of the Zil-esSultan, lately Governor of Trak arrived’ at 
Tspahan on the 18th July. 

2, On the Shiraz road twvo posts were robbed in the last days of July, ‘The Yexd~ 
Kerman and Yerd-Ispahan roads are infested with robbers, and tho posts are continually, 
delayed. The Deputy Governor of Kerman was attacked and robbed on his way to 
that town on the 30th July. On the Yezd-Shiraz, road a caravan was also robbed. &. 
caravan of some members of the Church Missionary Society was attacked on the Shiraz 
road, near Marg, and some money was taken from the servants, ‘Tho chance arrival 
Of some soldiers causcd the robbers to make off before they had time to rob the 
Daggage, 

3. A crowd of Persians having interfered with the school teachers of the Mission 

r. Aganoor sent four men of the Consular escort to the school, after which the 
ce ceased, 

| Tho Russian Government recently bought the house occupied by their Consul- 
General for 3,500. 

aptain Lorimer arrived from ‘Tehran on the 1th August, 
" Bogoiovlensky, the new Russian Consul-General, and M. Petroff, his Secretary, 
Tith August, Prince Dabija left for Tehran on the 7th August. 
Jon, correspondent of the * Daily ‘Telegraph,” arrived from ‘Tehran on 
the 16th August, and left for India, vid Ahwaz, on the 22nd, 

8, Though the news of the grant of a Constitution to Turkey and tel 
the priests at Nejef aud Kerbela supporting the Nationalists in Persia have encouraged 
the local priests to interfere somewhat with the Deputy Governor's administration, no 
active opposition to the nev régime has been shown. The removal of Agha Nojefi and, 
‘Agha Norullah seems probable when the new Governor, Ekbal-ed-Dowleh, who arrived 
on the 27th A\ stablished his authority. 


Yexd. 


‘The collection of the additional taxes which led to the, agitation here two 
months ago is tiow being carried ont by the Governor. Opposition is suppressed by 
force, and several men of a crowd who wished to take sanctuary in protest against the 
taxes have been severely beaten by the Governor's troops. 


Kerman. 


heard of was 
robbers. Ekhtiar, the new 
telegraphed to the Deputy-Govern 
cotid not be got he removed him from his post. 
2. A popular movement has yprung up in the districts, and Rubbar, diruft, and 
Rudbar are affected. Troops have been sent to quell the rising. 


Seistun, 


1. A Russian officer, Feodoroff, has lately been travelling in, these parts, 
‘According to the Russian Minister lie is one of several officers w 1 in Persia 
recently for pra ing the language 0 Coneral 
Staff School of Oriental ngi frontier, passing 
through Milak, Deh Dost Mol Ho was accom= 
panied by four Cossacks. He wih to below Kuhab, 
and took many photographs. He is said to have posed as a British officer. | M. de 
Hartwig stated that he was last heard of near ‘Turbat-i-Haydori on his way to Meshed, 
ut there all trace of him way lost. 

ntenant-Colonel Von der Flaas, the now Russian Military Attaché in 
Scistan, arrived at Birjand on the 25th July on his way to Seistan. A’ new Russian 
Consul and doctor were expected shortly. 

3. The local branch of the Russian Bank appears to be in a moribund condition, 
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Shiraz. 


1, Fntham-utAamales, grandson ofthe late Kavam, bas een appointed to all 
“(held by his grandfather, He is 22 years of age. oa . 
ae B ne town mate ‘and the Province of Fars appear to have quickly relapsed 


into ikonlor since the departure, of Zil-e-Sultan, | Robberies of posts are frequent, 
PNA there appears to be no control over the tribesmen: 





Persian Gulf. 





Vith the departure of the Zil- st has appeared in Fars. Fighting 
So ee TR Sth oi Siaween the Chiefs of Kunar Takhte and Kemare), 
vo been killed in 





a Misrseen the latter antl Kazeroon, Several people are said to hay 


‘Tangestan 
. The Gov : 
oul the Bushire aud the other Gulf port 





warts onsed with, tho. services of the regular, troops, who 
Sa atte ‘and has raised local levies 








Bunder Abbas. 


«tins heen appointed Deputy Governor, and took over his duties 





Lingal. 










zal, whose_ most active 
‘Agent, and Mr, Brown, of 
to British inte vwas 
sign-board nd flagstall 
and gave 
commer institution. 
heen seized from 


Anjumen th 
supe iltanoh, the Tt 
the German firm of Wonckhaus and Co. hoth hostile 
Feet indy by onlor of the Darya Beggo, and 
Pemoveds ile tivo persons manied, However rene 
not closed, and that it was, onl 
Tnatriyncntal in gotting two rifles, which 
My authorities, restored to the smngaler. 
». Drown Thisinedd from the Governor-General of 
cemnors of B id Lar, as he 
14g those districts to further the interests: of hi 





lors were 














wo 

ont that the Anjumen 

Mr, Brown has al 

i smuggler hy the Cust 
Te was reported that 












fara Tetters of tweommendation, to the Depa 





contemplates visitin 


Mohimmerahe 


1, Ow tho: Wile uly a native: boat, unior German colours, arrived from Bushire, 
with oli 


ndals for the Wonekhiv s wharl, r 

Leal-Doivleh huis heen appointed Governor of Arabi 

The Hawiaeh people have been giving trouble, and S 
atunit. 





ss 
dar \rfa contemplates 








7 
ive moastres against fina in the ¥ 
iN Rate moss 1 goods mostly the property of the Bakhtiari 
Khan lias been robbed between Alia Tormuz 
eee ee Sigua) (, B. STOKES, Major, 
Military sAttacke. 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Gre 


’ 

ae Sh Gulakek, September 10, 1908. 
VOU telegram No, 243 of the Ath September, containing {instructions to, present 

vithout delay the joint communieation to he made by the Runsian Minister and: myself 

to the Shah inviting His Majesty to. summon ‘the new Parliament for the Ist (14th) 

tee ees anid urgivgg on hint the advisability, in the interests of peace, of publishing 

Iie intention to do.so at Tabrevz, veaehed me on the morning of the Sth instant. AS 


(Received! September 28, 





















discuss the manner in which the communi 


























had received from St. Petersburgh, 
observing that it was hardly sense to say t 
instructions of his Government (“Je Mi 

structions de son Gouvern: 
jetated to him; and pointi 
declare irrevocable his intention to maintai 
French text is * lois manifestiques”’) when 
ie was competent to modify 

























































served. 
M. de Uartwi 








understood that it was to be made 
‘ask for an audience. To this the Mini 
his were the ease, the communication wonl 
yerson, I said that thi 











auain gave way, but reminded 
for some few days by fever, His M 








jesty’ wou 








Bagh 


jeation should he made, 























Sultaneh should be requested 










On the evening hy instant Lr 
irs inforn 
receiving the dra 
















took to sub 
‘The Si 
copious bleeding at the gums, pyorrlea alee 
dentist, Dr, Stump, wh 
any on 
‘A copy of the communication is herewith 





it them to Hix Majesty. 























whetlier the Russian Minister was avare beforehi 
but from a remat 


0 ight well be an over 
Uxpliedt that the communication was to be mate to the Shalt himsel 
that as the 











nent”), though h 
ig out that it wi 


tor demurred somewhat, and pointed out that, 


d_ not 
nt, 





ald vers 


and perhaps it would be better to send the Oriental § 
ih to deliver the communication to His Majesty, ‘To this T agree 

antly have been easy to defer the audience at the last moment on the gr 
‘< illthealth. It was therefore arranged that a Persi 


veil a 


ah is suffering from a sharp attack of fer 


colar 





it was a Saturday, on which day M, de Hartwig is always particularly oveupied with the 
digutch af his weekly messenger, I contented myself with apprising him in. the 
afternoon of the nature of your instructions, 





mself have kept M. de Hartwig informed if he thought 
Hartwig, however, sliowed no surprise whatever, He rea 





‘Hem, Ie suggested in a half-hearted way that we should 
telezraph for authority to modify these expressions, oi 

out that this would cause delay, and that, in view of ‘our instruct 
Commmanication as soon as possible, we could very well take on oursely 
trifling verbal alterations, provided tho general sense of the comnruniention was 





but yielded y when I pointed 
to make the 


to make sich 








then said he supposed it was intended that the communication 
should be made in writing through the Minister for Foreign Affairs, I replied that T 
the Shah directly, and Ep 





ned that we must 





have heen drawn up in the th 
Wut that my instructions were quite 
‘he Minister 





Slinh liad been confined to his * Anderun ” 


yrobably be unable to re 
ios of the two Louati 
das it 
d 


n trauslation of the 


ive us, 

















nd. that copies signed by M, de Hartwig and myself 
Should be presented to the Shah by M, Baranowsky and Mr, Churehill on the mor 
the Sth instant, and that in case that’ His Majesty was unable to receive them, Ali-cs. 
we in attendance, in order that the document might be 
ntrusted to him for communfeation t» the Shah 





note from the Minister for Roreign 


me mie tiat His Majesty's indisposition would provent the Shah trom 
‘anil Mtr. Churchill and M. Baranowsky on reaching Baghsi-Shah 
Thereupon handed the ideutic Memoranda to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who qnder- 








and from his old malady of 


and according to the account of the 
attending him for the latter, was quite ineapable of receiving 


inclosed. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) 





CHARLES M. MARLING, 











Th 


























Tnclosure i 








the new Regulations concerning the appro 












No. 


AS His Imperial Majesty the Shalt has made kno: 


ng ele 





‘Joint Memorandum handed to the Shah iy British and Russian Oriental Secretaries, 
September 8, 1908, 


his intention of shortly publishing 
ns, the British Chargé d’Affaires 
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Majesty’s Government woul in no circumstances be parties to any such operation except 
on the most stringent conditions that the loan will not be squandered. 

Te nat at unee be eoecded that the ‘Treasury is, and has for some time past been, 

when any eall is made on it for real public needs. I believe, 

o sufficient revenues to meet her expenditure, 

Mr A. 0, Wood, the newly appointed Manager 

from lis long residence i the country, is well 

ML Bizot ako has expressed to me confidentially his opinion that 

ieved, but the efforts, 































whic very 
to prevent him from making’ any 
Suecessful that it would searcely be just to him to quote his 

cis at any rate now pretty certain, in spite of all reports to the contrary, that the 
Malint, the ebief source of internal taxation, hay been collected as usual for the 
Past two years by the lveal Governors throughout the country, Bat itis equally cereein 
Pt it wes netor applied to the proper purposes. During the era of the fest Medi 
it is probable that the Governors, at the instigation of the shal alle vil inability to 























collect it, and trusted to the general chaos to cover thei ations by  disere 
Tribuiys Since the eowp @Btat of the 2rd June there is great reasin to believe that 
the Governors have been annde to disgorge very consilerable suns, which have been used 





purtly to pay. the Royalist troops?” ‘and partly to vatisty the rapacity of the Court 
sa aiiline the Malist-Feeetpts may thus never have reached the Treasury, but there is 
no geound for supposing that they have ished, and ns the revenues from the two 
Lilier most important sources, viz., custows aud telegraphs, have indubi ly improved, 
ftimty bo fufirred that the total revenues of Rersia are, at the worst, not smaller than 
three yeurs ago. 
"We question then arises is the revenue sufficient to meet the expendi 
proper conteol over the latter, I helfeve that it is. Tt 
MeePerwian Budget of today—if such a thing were ever compiled—would show a 
foanidable exeessover the expenditure of twenty years ago. Tt ts, however, probable 
that the expenses necessary for the ordinary administration have alte al but little, and 
that the only serious and fhevitable addition to the Budget is the service ‘of the debts 
Hialred: miler the late Shab, the excess Budget being accounted fur by the incredible 
development of the pension system, which is the bane of Persian i 
total vayable under this ea is probly unknown, but: how considerable i is may bo 
Fingal trom the fact that a pension onee acquired is practically unextinguishable, since 
‘a triling: fee will insure its continuation to his descendants ou the death of the o 
grante ‘over, i small pension could be bought for three or four years’ purchase, 
orders (kabs’) are so numerous that they are a common object of 
etn the bazaars; Uiree months ago, for instanee, they were sold at 
) per e r face value, but the report of an inpent ni loan or advance 
amon brought the price up to 50 per cent, Recognizing that it was the first ste 
(awards attaining Hnanetal equilibrium, the late Medjliss made aw effort to suppress the 
reat majority of these pensions, but was mot strong enough to carry its wellemeant 
semen into effect, Another flagrant instance of senseless expenditure is the 
itravagant number of uscless officials in every public department ; but the catalogue 
areca is almost endless, and ctiough has been. said to show that even a half-hearted 
(ensure of reform and Fetrenclient would probably bring necessary expenditure down: 
raerte Tovel of the receipts, while rigid economy might show a respectable balance, | Tt 
however, iinpossible to show any comprehensive figures; an approsimate esting’ 
Of receipts might perhaps be attempted, but any figures given for expenditure would be 
Cooreely bettor than guess work, aud. until the Finanetal Adviser tas been fusnisted 
Ait data sutlicieut to prove the contrary Teannot abandon the belief that with fairly 
honest and intelligent administration the Persian Minister of Finance should be able to 
make both ends meet. 
hese couclusions, if only approximately accurate, must 
question of a loan, In the Russian Memorandum, of whieh 
Hiren so guodl as to send me a copy, no specific reasons for its nece 
only stated Gat the amount sell he important and vo figa 
fs one on which M. de Hartwig and T have agreed ti 
expression of opinion from the Financial Adviser and 
MM. Bizot, however, seems to be no'nearer to acquiring the u 
to form such an opinion than he w 




















re. With 
ay be admitted onee more that 













































sjceulatin 











































sarily affect the 
Arthur Nicolson las 
sity are given; it is 
ismentioned. ‘The subject: 

















¢ have never discussed it. 
ccessary data to enable hin 
vithin a month of his arrival, but trom what he 
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tias said to me confidentally T gather that he is very seeptical as to the expedieney of 
Joan in present circumstances. 

Thive are, of course, huge arrears of salaries andl pensions; but itis probable that 
the claimants would be more than satisfied to compound for a trif_ing fraction of the 
creoant nominally due, if they were assured of punctual payments in future, Under 
tie heading, therefore, no very considerable sun need be estimated for. | Arrears of 
tap due to the army area convenient fiction invented in the interests of bighly-placed 
Me onages, and can therefore be disregarded, ‘There are, however, two) finangit 
srcrations of importance for which a loan wight be justifiably nbized, fe. the eonversion 
ore advances from the English and Russian Bank which at present bear the high rate 
of interest of 12 per-cent,, and the payment of the flonting debts of the Government 
oa ie bankers. What these latter may amount to is not known, but the total must 
Heeaiderable, If carefully sifted, it would almost certainly be found that a large 
Proportion are. not, properly Government debts at all, but have Deen acknowledge as 
rrekihrough the influence of highly=placed personages, while the remaining creditors 
Gould not Amprobably be brought to agree to evmpound for a reasonable figure. 

Superficial as it necessarily is, Z venture to think that this review of the position 
here iasufficient to show that the necessity, from a purely financial standpoint, of any, 
perSiderable Youn has still to be proved. But, from another point of view, a large 
foreign loan would be in the highest degree beneficial to Persia, inasmuch, as it mush 
seat derstand, be accompanied by conditions entailing a thorough reform of the 
francial sjetem of the country. But here we are confronted with the lamentable fact 
teanehere is no effective desire for reform, I fear that if the experiment is tried, it will 
Te taund that officiakdom, from the highest to the lowest ranks, the whole of the 
Pability and moneyed clases, and most of all the Shah's entourage, will be oppose {0 it 
wet it is even doubtful whether the support of the Medjliss itself ean be counted on, 
The constitution of the body to be convoked on the 14th November under a now 
dieetoral law is sill problematical if it proves to be subservient 10 the Slab, or rather 
ti the Court party, it will follow the line of conduct pointed out by em, and what that 
‘il he there ean he no question; while if it should be of the same temper as the frst 

Junt, it will be. stspicious of any. scheme of reform inaugurated under Anglo- 
WWapiees, To fact, if the small traders and artisans are excepted, Hostility js to 
se atetpated from all the urban population, which alone is capable of maling is 






























































































































influence fi fantty will remain indifferent on a question which they do 
vot even understand, ‘ 
‘here is also another po attention, namely, 





intrusted to Persians, 
sharacter, on 





muist, ipso facto, fail. 
which [need not d 
tent and disinterested 
European control in the Mink 
departments of the other Govern 

‘Phe conclusions at which 





lows: ‘That 
Ml seem to 
fies, the 





of fins 
inacceptable to Pe 
European supervision, Ther 
by consenting to a loan, may 
esponsibility for the proper adiinistration of Persian finnneos, 
ane trol would. undoubtedly be of the highest benefit to Persia, but it is for 
Hig Majesty's Government to decide whether they are willing to shure with Tussie 
the iamene dificulties of such a task; and T venture with the greatest deference to 
uggest tat if this question isto be eonsidered in conngetion with a sche railwa 
wise forests will best be served by. advocating. the latter project and reserving, 1h 
(question of financial reform for later discussion. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) | CHARLES M. MATING. 
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Bushire, and the 


at falling-off of trade vit 
nowhere in the pro 


Exeept at Tabreez, 
ie Constitutionalists, and the country a 
n the existing state of 









jominally to earry_on the 
War and his friends. 
the various devices common in 
‘would be an exaggeration to 
1,500,000 toman: 
Probably not more 
purposes, the remainder being di 
the Shab is told 

squeeze more wherever i 
the Government on any pret 








the Shias at Najef 
than a third of th 
ded up among 

lable, and fresh efforts 









‘and the cessation to, some extent of 
ks has produced a 


In Tehran there 
linry visitations and 
certain return’ of confider 
Nationalists have recommen 








shat no money is avail 
‘be found. 
ced to hold secret meetings, and mae 
sionally enllect at Sani-ed: 
iher political affairs hol 
‘conclaves are disapproved of by t 








Id a prominent place 
ah and carefully w 
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Both banks are reiusi 











Thaye, &e. 
(Gigned) CHARLES M, MARLING, 



































ilation as to the modifi the Constitution and 
is said to be elaborating, 
of whose powers and 


and which appears. to, Thee 









Aitributes no one 
align flat —everythi 
fe, which was provided! for in t 
Dut AlasessSultanch, who th 
lls me that he knows 
bus discussion of a remod 
jusisted 80 strongly that the 
is to. he prestin 











Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received September 28.) 








ing of it, nor is 
Jelled Constitution, 
ew electoral Jaw is 
hing has been do: 
nication made to the Shalt 
ammouncement an the subje 
ct of that commu 
it will revive the Ni 
Jiould the Shah ho so 
overnmicuts snd refuse to et 
{y will find the conrage to do more U 


h N 
arther despatel whieh I ha 


TN continuation of m 

to transmit herewith copy of 1 
1 Wratislaw 

hand Persian Frontier Commissi 





Mr. Consul-G 





ne, and rio doubt 
by the British and 2 











soon yet ty pronoumee 
Dut it is to be hoped that 
tions, but even 


populace of the 
onalist spirit to take a 


part in tie ole eas to disregard the ee 
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that the popular pat 





Consul-General Weatisluw to Mr. Marling. 





cation must—as I believe it 
it, Tam told, th 











Russian Minister) 
‘out Uiat the warniny 
to it to please 
M, de Harkwig 





ved shot be taken seriously, as Risia 
nd that she has no inten 
will no doubt take an early op) 
ats, and itis to be hoped t 
sn influence on t 
hal, or what infh 





iller and T advised Muhteshem: 
y the Turkish, claims along. the frontie 
texto finally followed our advice, with the result that 
ion of the frontier in thr 
wectively to tlie bound 
Ty the last-named! instance the frontier is indieatedl 





SOME little time ago M 
Taher Pasha to state definit 
hitherto left ve 





ig the belief, if it 
Powers will then 





Jat the common action of 
Tt is not easy: to knovw precise 
ve ix, uppermost with 











moment, but it 
Minister of War is virtua 
tneots daily ii a tent in the 
dhe Shab his own vie 
Nhi-essSultanels told _me that he » 
spilisular, whose 
cuss il, always pr 
dvisers to perstiade hind 

ly difficult to get any: bus 
ferred to the SI 
ean continue; itdee 








‘Mt thie Council of Min 








tao former ‘ah 
confines of which may 

hhem’s request 
frontier could 
‘yen of science 











va Which he repre 





F ermhould enter mon? into detail, so that the Tine of his 
Fad, Taher stated with some hauteur that this would be 
hereafter. 
ner lowed the frontier line as shown in the map furnished 
nia which appears to ageee with the one whieh Tis 
faché at Tehran sv 
Dervish, Pasha’s map 5 
aor ie re Hanch, Sakiz, Soujboulak, and Sokdua, whieh even Dervish 
Persian territor 
Tian of information, which Dervish Pasha Incked, proving 
‘2 had belonged to Turkey 





Hiah except in the 
‘ny question, however little he may be 
nadur having been the fore 
that we seok His Maje 
wess done, as all th 











more important afl 





‘anil is based on 
ine for himself, 
Pashia recognized as 
ie replied that he w 
tlt the above distric! 
and that therefore he elaime 
otherwise incur of ha 
Talso hinted to ‘Taher that 
ere maintained, but he 
following his instr 


state of things Shalt a day or two 
inal to task ver 
nt Tabreey, and {oF 0 
there enuld he easily eras 
Minister of War eanviot 
nore than once exp 
tnost mischivve 
Shan to rid hinsel 
has his wost formid 
influence that the 


ni, {have beon told that the 
ry sharply for having: 1 
t having Seen able to 
Oning to his quavrel 
Russian support, but althouzh 
J to me his beliet that Sep 
hablo that he will go. so 
‘of whose fidelity he is com 
lable rival in Ain-ed-Dowleh 
utter was sent to the 9p] 
and it is curren: 
‘eneral by thwart 
rs toy Have only two objects, 
curich himself. 
Jient that is not being ¢1 








ves that the disorders 
iel Liakhoit also, the 
ML. de Hartwig 
salar's influence with the SI 
Fas to recommend the 


fulfil his assuran 
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British and ‘Turkish interests m 











and it was probably ow 
ntly. hopeless task 
T that even tiow he is endeavouring 
his efforts towards 
firstly, to induce th 
efforts for the latter are 
mployed to obtain 





Jet me have a look 
snost ceteriy point of the frontier of Turkish Barandu passes [1908 mile to the west 
of Ardishai, and then 

6 miles from Urumia, 
provided by the Nezit 





Amir Behadur apps 
reassemble the Mejliss; and secondly, 
There iS no expe 





ne romiiiceast and traverses the summit-of Mount Seir, only 
According to the same mi, the southern frontier of Anzel is 
River down to the lal 














No. 588. 








Gulahek, September 11, 1908, 
987 of the Ist instant, T have the honour 

ye received from 
tm account of the negotiations between the 
fons down to the time of (Taher Pasha’s leaving, 



























T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
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5, 1908, 
It to press 
he had 


Urumi 





wh 









ndums, of which I 
is of Erzeroum, 






‘ll the names mentioned but in the 
waucly enumerating districts the 
moment, In reply to 
































iitike Chancery of the ‘Curkish Embassy, 
Talier has in some respects struck out a 





Dut 4 














T remarked to hin on this diserepaney, and 











previous to Sultan Murai’ Treaty, 
in 













‘as Turkish in order to avoid the reproxeh whi 
rkish interests. 








clit clash if the claim 
ald not help it, he was only 
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his staf map to-day, and T noticed that the 
















Wich leaves to Urumia only a strip 
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af land, perhaps 40 by 15 miles, instead of an extent of 70 by 40 miles under the 
ot day gag frontier régime. Both on the north and south, the fot ‘would be quite ent 
stats ne Hotest of Anerbaijan, with the Turks holding Solduz and Anzel. 

om the Fe Gah sta map Kot is not included in Turkey, but lies 3 mcs to the 
cast on the [rontien, which at its most northerly point is formed by fhe River Aras. 
Sa iitas a Porsian wedge inelosed on to sides by Turkish tori 

as Melt nurs try to annex Mak, which they claim, they might nd te task 
one of considerable di Sultaneh, the hereditary Khan, is one of the 
most powerful semi-independ fa Persia, and is quite content with his present 

rivileged position. 

Muhteshem and ‘Taher have continued their acrimonious: correspondence since the 
aio ot my last report, Muteshem constantly appealing to, he ‘Treaty of Erzeroum, 
ate of my lat ie entie zone, andthe aceoptanee by the Porte of fhe latte at Con- 
stant in 1875, and Taher in turn. asserting that he cares for nothing but ‘Treaties, 
the older the better, ‘and that he recognizes neither the status quo nor the iden 
Hee te Muntestiont wrote that he coud enter into no discussion outside the 
Fr rae watue que oad. must rofer the question to his Goveraunt yain 
ppoast, as his Government vouchsafes no reply to constant appeals. On the other 
Pots lor intormed me to-day that the Turkish Commission woud fetes Urumia this 
Dd ie aot got Muleshom to negotiate on the principles whieh he (Talier) 
Fe aaa ini they would, however, hang round the frontier for, hte weeks oF 
‘on probably in Gavar, 40 a8 to, give Mubtoshen a, chance ‘of changing his attitude. 
go, probably that ie did nok-wisl to eslebrate the Sultan's Acsession Day here as he 
fad no uniform with him. 

I propose to ask ME Miler to fofm me in requesting Her remain here pending 
Wee ae Constantinople and Tehewn, as T presume, that Tis Majesty's oy 
‘ment do not wish the negotiations to ken off, But we neither of us have 

Hope thal the peesoat Frontier Commission may furnis 595 ‘useful result, though, 

tha her's departure may be the si for fresh Kurdish incursions. 

Co ent onli the Knimakam of Gavas, has eon for the lst week tn Anzel 
collecting tithes with stiohs,. He declares that he is sent there for the 
purpose by the M ri Jini, Linclose the translation of a letter whieh he 
dressed to ee 

Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


SSS 
Inclosure 2 in No. 588. 


‘Taher Pasha to Muiteshem=es-Sulloneh. 


Memoranda stating: Turkish Frontier Claims. 
(ianslation.) 

‘August 12, 100% sudy stated, is Tmporial Majesty the Sultan ordered us 
to abstain from taking ‘of Persian territory. ‘The Porte also directs us to 
act in acco) eaetnL Decree, and our Commission, conceiving respect 
for right vot ite duty, demands that you should abstain from. 
inter , shich ‘Treaties confirm as ours. 

We luston thankfully to rep! ‘yout desire that we should state 
loasly vat localities belong Co the Imperial dominions, "We content ourselves with 
specifying tonday only the boundasies of the Vita Sof Yan and Erzeroum, namely, 
the districts of Ushnu with Dashtibel, part of Jorawvar, Berdasutr, Dasht, 
the distrerearaont, Upper nud Lower Anzel, Somat Chariky Gherlian, Dirck, Hoder, 
Rekayeh, ser 1 villages besides the: en villag mes are known, Alend, 
Sokman Ova, Babajik, and the Aistriet of Mt endencies as at present 
constituted. 

iugust Viloyet of Mosul, ‘he frontier passes from Ushau between 
Pool ard Solduz to the shore ‘of the Lake of Urun nit from there follows the shore 
fof the lake as far as the mouth of the nd thence follows the Jig 
towards its source till it joins the porder of the Sanjak of ‘Suleimanich, and along w ith 
towards Be boulak, Serdesht, Bauch, Sakiz, the whole of the district of Zerzer with 
ts arable and pasture lands are by Treaty the property: of Turkey. 

Miugist Is-—Lat us now explain the frontier of the Vilayet of Bagdad. ‘The 
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frontier line follo 

Leaving Kast Kharabch on the Pet 

the Serb River. Leaving the pl 

follows the ancient course of the Ke 

‘Afterwards following the above-named ri 
f the waters of Kub-i 


following the 
lain of 
ows for 


Pehlul, Kuli 
on our side 
of Sefileh Mountain ant 
frontier of the Sanjak of Suleimanieh. 


SSS 


. Tnclosuro 3 in No. 588. 
Kaimakam of Gavar to Ansel Villagers. 
(Transtation.) 12th Rejeb. 
MO the Kethud ames) of the village of Jebel Kendi : 
Tn the name of God, ‘age have been put up to auction. 

you wish to buy them yourselves, come to Keliiz and Mire them antl go back again, 
Please God, to-morrow T shall go to Kulun 

YOicial of the districts of Soma, Baradost, Anzel, and harils) 

(Signed) ALL RIZA, Katmakam of Gavar. 


Exactly the same lett addresseil to Tmam Kendi. 





(33442) 


(No, 256.) 


ir, Gulahek, September 11, 1908, 
THAYE the honour to transmit to you herewith the diasios of the Military ‘Attaché 
Moshied, Nos. 82 to 86 inclusive. 
Thave, &. 
Gigued)’ CHARLES M. MARLING. 


——— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 589. 


No.82.—-Diory of Military Attach, Mesked, for week ending August 8, 1908, 
Summary of News, 

(Secret.) ae 

ME RAKAS reports rumours of cholera in Afshanistan, and of quarantine being 
established along the Russo-Afshan frontier; but the Russian newslabi report that 
Garantine has already been imposed at all the ports on the east of the Caspian, on 
sCeount of cholera at Astrakhan, 

un he Khan of Khiva has visited ‘Tashkent to pay is respects to the new 
Governor-General. 

a mermez reports that the Russians are erecting @ fexular cotton-spinning, mill 
there; the machinery was brought to Tormez, in pieces, by steamer. 

toe aaa rtails of the breaches caused by food on the . O. Railway show thom 
to be of sucha serious nature that through trae could certainly not be resumed before 
to be oF af Taly-—perhaps not till nearly the middle of August, ‘This wieans that the 
uilway has been totally interrupted for a period of a month. 
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. As this railway is interrupted for days together by snow in winter, and for long: 
periods like this by floods in summer, its reliability’ in time of war is open to 
considerable doubt. 





“ Transcaspion Review.” 








July 22, 





The Minister of Communications has ordered 200 oil-tank waggons to be 
transferred from the Vladikavkaz Railway to the C. 

July 25, daily takings of the Feroza Railway are now 260 roubles, and this 
Amount is expected to increase shortly, 2,000 Sart workmen are now engaged in 
Cheleken ; 200 of these have lately arrived, and @ lot more are expected shortly, as the 











wspian) hi 





been imposed at Alexandrovsk, Krasnovodsk, Chikishliar, and 
Hassan Ki 
July 29.—In 1907 there were in the Mery district 32,097 cattle and 819,193 sheep. 


Of these, 1,504 cattle and 78,877 sheep were imported from Afghanistan in 1907. 








Turkestan News, 





July ie three most serious breaches on the Tashkent Railway between the 
stations of Pumon-Arik and Chicli are: (1) 9 versts from ‘Tumen-Arik ; 
from the first. place; (3) 2 versts from the station of Chi 
Chili the distance is 26 verstss of this only 7 yersts are in order, the remaining 
29 versts being in such a bad state that passengers have to walk the whole of the 
19 versts. 


Bridges are going to be built to 
bridges may be ready in a week's time, ‘Till then no trains ean pass, 

July 24.—Mhe post is now being carried in a“ waggonctte ” over these 19 versts of 
damaged Tine, 

July 26.—General Mishehonko lett 











pan the three breaches above mentioned; these 











ikent on the 9th July for ‘Troitskoe, where 
he inspected the Ist Turkestan Artillery Brigade, the 5th Cossacks, the camp of the 
‘ashkent Fortress Artillery, Ist Turkestan Rifle Brigade, and Sapper Battalion, On 
the 10th duly lie saw the practice of six batteries of artill 











Askabad Report. 





July 20.—Six waggons full 
spoeial infantry escort with them. 

duly 25 A tight took place in the bazaar hetweon the Aru 
‘a number were wounded on both sides, but none killed. 


f ordnance stores passed through Fy they had a 








1s and ‘Turkomans; 





Sarakha Report, 









duly 27.—Fitteon Cossacks came in from Puli 

It is said that there is cholera in \ 
established all along the Russi 
next week, 


Rhatum, 
Hianistan, and that quarantine is being 
frontier, I hope to report more fully on this subject, 











Charjui Report. 


July 21.—Filty soldiers passed W. during the night, 
July 23.—Forly men of the Lith and 19th ‘Turkestan Battalions came in by steamer 
{vom up-stream, 
July 25.—Vhirty artillerymen passed B. 
uly 27,—!hiety men of the 2nd Railway Battalion passed B. 
Nwenty men of the Ist (Astrakhan) Cossacks eame in from Khiva and 














Garrison of Charjui — 


17th Turkestan Battalion: $00 strong, 
Detachmonts of the 10th, 18th, 19th, 20th Turkestan Battalions: total 
strength = one battalion, 
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‘Thirty men 2nd Artillery Brigade. 
Amu Darya flotilla and railway troops as usual, 


Termez Report. 


July 12-27—During this period three steamers have come in, i.e, two mail 
steamers and one extra steamer. 

‘These steamers brought in 300 boses rifle ammunition, thirty bales soldiers’ 
clothing, and a cotton spinning machine. This cotton spinning machine is in parts ib 
formed the principal cargo of the extra steamer, 

‘This cotton spinning machine is complete in every detail, and a cotton mill is to be 
built on a spot 160 sagins from the large fort wall, just outside the south gate, on the 
east side of it. 

The work of builiing this factory has been already commenced, 

‘his is the first attempt that lias ever been mide to establish a regular cotton 
factory here, though the Russians have before had machines for cleaning and. pressing 
cotton, 

The Governor and staff of 
the troops. 

















mez have gone into camp, as have also most of 


Samarkand Report. 


July 21,—One hundred and t 
Twenty-five bales 0 
26.—The Khan of Khi 
new Governor-General. 

July 28,—The Khan of K 
guest of the Governor of 





‘v0 packages of stores arrived from Tashkent 
1 W. from store here, 
en route for Tash 













(, to visit the 








returned from Tashkent, waited here a day ay the 
aarkand, and then left for Khiva. 
(Signed) H. SMYTH, Captain, 

Military Attache, 








Meshed, August 8, 1908, 








Inclosure 2 in No, 589. 





—Diary of Military Atiaché, Mesherl, for week ending August 15, 1908, 


Summary of News, 


(Secret,) 
TH 





«Transeaspian Review's” statement (last week's 
been established at Krasnovodsk and other places was incorrect. 
2. On account of a large number of Jamshedis haying crossed from Afghan to 
Russian territory near Kushik, and to prevent any more crossing over, the \fghans have, 
Rushis frontier, A fewy skirmi 





ary) that quarantine had 


























the dark and mistook 
ie Russians have re Med to Kushk all troops 
at Fi 








ing to that garrison who 
or elsewhere, Reinforcements. amounting to about 
try, the latter probably the mounted scouts of the 





ry Brigade, have also bi 

‘There is wothing alarming in th of Russian troops, which seem to be only 
measures of precaution on account of the somewhat disturbed state of the frontier, 

4. During the first week in A y was totally interrupted by two 
serious flood breae ovodsh and Askabad, the breaches being, aecording 
to our info stations of Jebel and Kazanjiky, 

A reliable observer, who as just arrived in Meshed from Krasnovodsk, states that 
the damage near Kazanjik was of the most serious 1 verst of the railway being 
regularly washed out, the ballast being swept avay, sleepers displaced, and the rails bent 
and twisted anyhow, 


(1599) ou 
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week in August, both the Central Asian and Tashkent 





5. So, during the fi d 
Orenture Railwajs were completely interrapted. In war time this would be more than 
avvisvard, 





“ Transcaspian Review.” 





Aigis! 
‘Turkestan to Russ 


i ; f were exported from 
—During the mouth of April, 223,800 poods of cotton were exporte: 
bp Keasnovodsh, and 287,710 by the Tashkent Railway. 





Turkestan News, 


of the Tashkent Railway 
bly in Tashkent. 
Messrs, Nobel’< naphtha works at Cheleken are now turning out from 10,000 to 
eae Oe vetea ‘lway: has purehiased 10,000,000 poods of naphtha from 
Meson’ Nobel for the coming (2 prescut) year. Rate from the 16th May to. the 
Toth. October wis 2S} kopeks per poo, anil from the 1oth October fo the 15th May 
80} kopeks per pood. 
i oie aie breaches on the ‘th 
Jaye been repaired, but the line 
‘Tamen-Arik. 


the price of 















ashkent Railway between. Chieli and ‘ 
still interrupted this (Ke, Tasker 









Krasnovodsk Report. 


Frontier Guard came in by rail 


‘he Commandant of this section of th 
July 18.—The Commandant. of this see ire CuaTiCeama EA 


from 1, with fifty men of the Ist Railway Battalio 
way here, 

Tuy {Fifty men of the 

‘he above two parties of railwa t 

Teakenon on tiointinays nearly a ofwion have gone to Celeken 





nil Railway Battalion came fin by rail from 
troops tiave come ere to replace the ordinary civi 
400 ordi 














y illed ‘ive labourers 
Werkmen lett this plare for Cheleken, and then a party of unskilled native : 
Tollow i 4 aM 60) see n have lelt Kizil Arvat too for Chel All these men 
are being winporarily replaced by soldiers. 








ner for Chikishliar and 





uly 
cena Be aAvitvaln from, Antara ata. Chattberg are four battalions of Rusvian 
infinizy encamped near Chere expecting orders to march to ‘Tabrecz, if required, to 
ee ian warships and troops collected at Ashurada are said to have 





Nhe Governor of Krasnovidsk: has left by 













fh ers haye come in and unladed quantities of 

the list fortnight tive steamers have eome in 
rails, sleepers, and. other railway: macerial, and amount of planks and 
sy binildinge | ‘Mie railway material is said to be for the repair of the line. 

















i i shen route Yor Baku, 
Vuinbers of Persian relugees contiiue 1 pass throagh : cae 
saree are ramotny af ebolera. at Baku, and ¥aeious sanitary precautions are being 


taken here, It is very hot here now. 





Askubied Report, 








gust 2—he railway between Askabad and Kresnovodsk is. interrupted, having 
peo tea i ilged near the mation of Kazan so the mail train’ from Merv 
stopped here the whole night instead of going on W. 








iat 3-5—-Passengers and mails are being carried to and from Krasnovodsk ; 
at CLCeatneiio Iecraossbsare areal ow. a, a the lines completely 
interrupted, and passengers have to lave the id walk a cance: one rel 
erst nee the line is amaged co another train on the other sie of he Drench 
Oncthe oth Augusta party of 800 men, Is: Transcaspian Battalion, with 300 mounted 
‘and, some machine gins, left Askabad on some special service, the exact nature 
‘of which L could net discover. 


















Surukhs Report. 





1 and quarantine on 


Aujust 5.—1 have male inquirie HOES 


the tro sno elivlers in this past of Afghanistan, aud the Ru 
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intend to place any quarantine on the frontier, as far as T ean ascerti 
seem to have dropped the question of cholera in Afghanistan, ‘ 

‘The matter that is exciting the whole of the frontier now is the arrival of a number 
of Afghan Jamshedi refugees at Kushk, ‘The Afghan frontier troops are trying to stop 
these refugees from erossing into Russian territory, and several fights Lave occurred 
between the different parties. (I believe that the principal fight that occurred was between 


two parties of Afzhan troops, who met one another in the dark, and didnot recogn; 
one another.—H., S,) 





‘he Russians 








Mere-Kushk Report, 













July 30.—200 infautry with two machine guns left Mery for Kushk, 
August 2100 Engineers and 100 mounted infantry left Merv for Kushk, 





august 
Transeaspia 

August 8—Seventy 
while of the Kusbk garri 
her places. | Som 





not very clear, might be 4th, 





HS.) 






Erontier Guard passed through 
on has now been brought back to Kushk from Feroza and 
xtra mounted infantry been brought to Kushk too, All 
work on building, irrigation, &e,, in the neishbourhood of Kushk has heen stopped 
Trade alsi is suspended, no Afghans coming across the frontier now, 

The reason of all this alarm is that the Afizhans have moved some troops’ up to 
the frontier to prevent any more Jamshedis from crossing from Afghanistan into 
Russian territory. Already several skirmishes have occurred between these Jamshedis 


and the Aghan frontier troops, so the Russians are taking precautions on their side. of 
the frontic 





Maruchal, The 




























Tashkent Report. 


M.S) 
termupted, the damage done hy floods in the 
ighteenth station from ‘Pashkent, not having 













yet been 
July 
the Caucasu from Askabad, 
July 27.—Mwo hundred men of the Zerabulak Battalion lett by 
‘They had picks and spades with them besides their arms a 


ailway. ‘These are Cossacks of 








©, A. Railway, 
1 accoutrements, 




















July 28.—Fifty infautry came in by ©. A. Railway, (Apparently And 
Battalion, but badge not very clear, —H. $.) ‘ ? - 
July 31.—Two hundred infantry came in by 'T, O. Railway. 
August 2.—Vhree hundred infantry left by, O, itailwaz, (ese tivo moves seem 





to be local, ILS.) 


lhe number of gendarmes on duty at Tashkent station has been raised from six to 
twelve, 
(Signed) Hi, SMY'H, Captain, 
Military Attach. 
Meshed, August 15, 1908, 


—<—————— 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 589, 


No. B4.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending August 22, 1908, 





Suminary of News. 





THE two batteries of artillery, usually quartered at Samarkand, have returned 


there. No. 4 Field Battery hias retuned from the annual artillery training camp near 
Tashkent, No. G Mountain Battery did not attend this camp. It was sent westwards 
with other reinforcements at the tine of the Beliasuvar war seare, and was then kept 
at Askabad for about a month, after which it retuned to Samarkand in detach- 


ments, with or after the other troops which were sent back eastwards at the same 
time, 


2 ‘The state of the Janishedi affair in the Kushk district remain 
miore Jamsheuis are reported to have crossed into Russian territo 

















ins unchanged, No 
ry. ‘the Turkomans 
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‘are seriously discontented at this invasion of Jamshedis into their aueestral gra: 
grounds. 

8, ‘The damaze to the Central Asion Railway between Krasnovodsk and Askabad 
seems even more serious than reported by our Askabad correspondent last week. Tt has 
now been notified that no goods will be accepted for transport over this section for 
anothier month, 

4, ‘Termes reports that a strong survey party is engaged on the survey of a cart 
road from ‘Termes to Khokand vid Kolab, ‘tis said that the jeonstruction of this road 
| is to be coumenced as soon as the survey is completed. ‘The work is expected to be 
very difficult, the country being broken and hilly. 

5. ermen reports the presence there of a virulent form of fe 
to ten soldiers u day are dy 

Plague, as well as cholen 





construct this road when the survey is finished, as pegs are being put in the ground to 
mark the course of the road, The country to the east of Termez is so rough and rocky 
tliat it is almost impossible to march troops by this route now; but if the road were 
made it would be of the greatest possible value, not only for marching troops, but also 
for bringing supplies into Termez. 

‘A virulent kind of fever exists here now, both among the troops and inhabitants of 
‘Permez, Six to ten soldiers a day are dying of this fever now. The training of the 
troops lias had to be suspended on account of it, ‘The medical officers aseribe this fever 
to over-indulgence in fruit. What the soldiers think about it can be seen by the 
following Circular letter from them, which was thrown into the house of the Com iandant 
of the 15th Battalion -— 


“-Overwork is the cause of the sickness among the troops, ‘These constant 
parades with arms and accoutrements, weighing more than a poo these returns to 
Darracks at midday, after tramping out 15 versts, not to mention the wretehed food 
the soldiers get. Officers ride horses and eat good food, so they do not fall sick, 
Doctors take no eare of the poor soldiers, they only talk about eating fruit, Unless the 
oflicers treat the soldiers better, they will take eflectuil steps to right their own | 




















from which six 









reported in the Astrakhan dist 





“ Transcaspian Review.” 











August Go—All_ sanitary precautid 
novodsk. 
ipist Tithe ©, A. Railway has heen badly damaged by flood between Askabad 
and Krasnovodsk, and through trafic is interrupted, Six versts of line are wreeked on 
the cast sido of Kazanjik, Phere is another bre and again near the 
station Pereval, Besides the actual breaks, the line is so much damaged over a 
iztrat part of this section that the speed of traius has had to be reduced to 5 versts an 
hour, 

‘Aujust 9.—Che water of the Sy 
Railway will be in working order by th 

Plase is veportod in the Astrakh 
five freslt cases are reported 

Anyjust 12.—Notiew has been issued that, on accoun 
CA, Railway: between Askabad and Krasnovods 
transport on this scetion for another month. 
| he Council of the Central Railway lias proposed to the Central Railway 
H Administration (je, Minister of Communications) that the Central Asian and Tashkent- 

Orenbng Railways should be united under one administration, and that a third Railway 

Battalion should be formed with aslikent as its head-quarters, 


s have been taken against cholera at Kras- 








Samarkand Report. 








August 3.—The 4th Field Battery revurned from Tashkent, As the 6th Mountain 
Battery returned some time ago, the garrison is practically complete. (Considerable 
doubt ‘existed for some time as to whether No, 6 Mountain Battery had left Askabnd 
and returned to Samarkand with the rest of the troops that returned eastwards after the | 
Turkish war seare had subsided, as we had no definite news of its departure from 
Askabad, though Merv and. other 
apparently belonged to it, Subsequent inquiries from Askabad showed that the ba 
Hail Left in velachments, and: Saiarknod webitely reported hat ib hal ret 
there, 













0. 





x Darya is subsiding, and it is said that the 7 
Ist (11th) August, 
1 Government, ‘Three deaths have occurred, and 








places reported parties of men passing 1, who 
tery’ 







of the damaged state of the 


no goods will he accepted for 





re that the Khan of Khiva, on the occasion of his lute visit here, offered 
event of war with Afghanista 





th 





his services: 
ugust 6 













(Signed) AT, SMYIL, Captain, 
Askabadd Report, Military Ataohé, 
Meshed, August 22, 1908, 





August 7. —wenty Taman Cossacks left W, by rail. 

Iujust 9.—About fifty gun-wheels came in from W. and were sent on E. 

Uigust 11.—All the Week the mail trains from Krasnovodsk have been coming i 
Atany Nour of the night, over twelve hours Inte, ‘This ts due to the delay caused by 
transforsiig passengers and mails from one train to another where the line is damaged 
Dotween Krasnovodsk and Askabad. 










Inclosure 4 in No, 589. 








—Dinry of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending August 29, 1908. 





Surakhe Report. Summary of News. 


















August 7-VA.—About sixty horses have be 
Hore for their mounted scouts and machine guns, 


upplied to the infantry: battalion 


jui, and Vermen show the garrisons of 
On paraile to-day L saw forty-two 


id scouts of the 





jounted infimtiymen 
‘The ‘Turkomans of the Ss wit annoyed with the 
han 








joticoable at smal 
< of the whole infintry 
ade are Tormed into mounted machine-gun companies, which work more vith the | 
jery than with the infantry. By this arrangement. the infantry battalions seem to 
lose the use of both their scouts and mach uns. 

Light rail trains are commeucing to slowly straggle through again on both the 
| Asian and Tashkent-Orenburg Railways, though neither of tie lines is properly 
repaired yet, or fit for heavy tr 

‘The work of repairing the Central Asian Railway has been much delayed by the 
intense heat, which has caused a large amount of sickness among the workmen 
employed. 





Jamshedi nom 
} they have haul 
emigrate into Al 






rial, 





i tine immer 
wnistan, 












’ 





‘Tern 





Report. 








Jiuly 28 to August G.—Two st 
oftieers came in hy these steamers, 

Altogether cightecn. survey officers, under the super 
; engayed on survey work in. this district, thing which they are 
‘ol is the survey ‘a (eart) road from Khoks mez, This road will com 
f Khokand yi han, Kolab, and Baljawan, Tt is apparently seriously inte 


ners eame in during this period, Four more survey 












of three Colonels, are 
gaged 




































ne by the 
5. 
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heat that all training has had to be suspended, and the soldiers kept out of the sun, as 
was the case formerly with British troops in India during the hot weather. The 
gencral iden is that the Russian soldier's thick heai| gives him an immense adyantaze 
over the Briton in this respeet, but our Krasnoyodsk report this week seems to shake 
this theory. 

4, Our Termez correspondent 

Afghanistan, 

‘Tho Afghan amshedis, some 400 tamilies or 3,000 souls, are settled for the 
present af Claman--Bed, between Kushk Post and Penjdeh. On their raids into 
Afgisnistan they have robbed and carried off into Russian territory some Afgtian 
flocks; in retaliation for this the Afghans have carried off some flocks belonging to 
Russian Turkomins, ‘This has inereased the 'Turko efor the Jamshedis, 








that further trouble for the English is brewing 


















“ Pranscaspian Review.” 





in the shade. 
this year, It is estimated 
by the C.A, Railway 





Aujust 15.—Kt is very lot in Askabad now; 32° Cels 

August \6.—Uhere is a splendid cotton erop in Rerghai 
that 19,000,000 poods of cotton will be exported to Russia this ye 
only, 

One hundred waggons full of goods are waiting 
Russia on account of the break in the. O. Railway. 

Aujust 18.—'The floods on the Syr Darya have caused 1,800,000 roubles damage (to 
the M, 0, Railway) up to date only, 

‘iyo hundred and seven waggons full of goods for Tashkent are delayed at Samara 














shkent, unable to proceed to 











‘Turkestan News. 





Lugust V1— The oshkent Railway has been opened for traffic from Cl 
‘Pumen-Atik, 
The Washkent Rai 
got through froin Orenbuy 





sullieiently repaired to allow mail tra 
on the 10th August. 





Krasnovodsk Report. 


July M.—On the Bist Tuly anit Ist August there was heavy local rain between 
Ivnsnovodsk and Kizil Arvat,” ‘Tiis rain caused floods from the mountains, which 
seriously dumazed the tailway-line, rendering 18 versts totally itapassable by a train, 
Twent to sce this damaged Tine, and found that the in ‘extended from Jebel to 
past Kazanjik. ‘The worst leak was near the station o) ik, where 14 yersts of 
the line wore wrecked, No train ran over this damaged section up to the 11th Avg 
though the train ran every diy from Krasnovoilsk t ; 1,800 men were collected 
ti inake good these detvets, hut the extreme heat wakes the work difficull, many of the 
Russian workmen dying fran siustroke 

Jugust B12.--No movement of t}oops or stores on a\ 
railway. 

Miere is general alarm here ar the 
tie heat, ‘The whole garrison ob Kr 
































count of the break in the 








large amount of sickness here on account of 
voisk may be sid to be hors de combat. 




















‘MI trainiu is suspended, and the soldiers are afraid to go out in the sun at all, on 
Account of the number of eases of sunstroke whieh have occurred. 
Sarakls Report. 
August 14-20.— Phe Jamshedis, 400 families in number, are still in the Kush 
district, Veing camped at Chay where they have been given land, ‘There are 
hauler of Afahan troops all along the frontier to present any more Jamshedis 





Soveral skirmishes hye taken place between the Jamshedis and 
‘The Jamstiedis have 
gular cavalry—have made 


sing into Russia, 
these Afighan troops. (We have no news of any sub fi 
roided Afghan ticks, and the Afshans— probably the ir 
countor-rails on the Russian ‘Turkomans’ flocks —H. 8.) 

he infantry battalion here has uow 100 horses. Th 
machine-gnns, mounied scouts, Se. (/ al transport 
gin detachment is mounted, and works with the mounted 






















xe for all purposes; for th 
‘he machine 
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Garrison of 





sarakhs— 






Sth Infantry Battalion: 900 strong, including i 
Hota ette 900 strong, including scouts and machine-gun party. 
25 Frontier Guard, 

Details of Intendance, medical, &e, 


Charjui Report, 

foc ofl Sts Fife: Inrge oes stores ame in from T., and were put on board steamer 
August Vs 
Augist 5. 

Teft by rail W. 
August ¢. 
August ® 





‘itty men 2nd Railway Battalion passed throngh W, 
Wwenty men of the 4th (Orenburg) Cossacks came in from Kerki, and 





Forty men of the 14th Turkestan Battal 
Two sinall gins, all covered up, eame in 
other was put on hoaed steamer for up-streant 


August §.—Thirty men of the Lit 1 i i 
ace i Hrty men of the 1th and 10th Turkestan Battalions came in by 


August 10.—Twenty men of the 2nd (Ural) Cossacks passed through B, 









mn came in by rail from 8, 
m B,; one went on W,, the 
























August 11.—One hindred bags flour eame in from E 

meee Jnindred bags flour came in from E,, and were put on board steamer 
Aupial Y3-—Rorty Kakaz Cossacks passed through B, 
August ix boxes rifle ammunition taken from the magazine here and sent to 






Garrison of Charjui :— 


1th Turkestan Batalon, $00 strong. 
detachments of the 14th, 15th, 18th, 19th Turkest ions : 
ioualsuNS onehnualnos ee 
0 railway troops, 
inen Amu Darya flotilla, 
anid Artillery Brigade, 















20m 





Termes Report, 











August thie last. week two ster v ack 

Aiea ings the last week two. steamers Have come in with the following 
Sol net ee 
Snunutition of al kindy : 3 mie 





122,000 po 
100 





Special stores and machinery for the Vonitoon Conipany. 





iam pies in Afihanistan report that Afghan hosility i recommencing against 
the Bnglish at Cabul and on the southern frontier of Afghanistan, They say that the 
Stirring up the frontier tribesmen, and promising them Afghan support, to 


tack the British with a view to. compelli in rail 
attack the British with a view fo compelling them to stop their railway work on the 


_ There is so much fever and 
trainin 








! general sickness h 5 
of the troops is suspended fr the present, ae Eg 
ion of Termes -— 














nyt 
of Garrison, 





15th at, tn 16h Turkestan Hata 
Tarkest pers Ha 
tly Couysny 


ns 1,000 strong each.) 4,000) 











ile (Held batter 


Total 
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Samarkand Report. 





August 15 





oll pattern heavy revolvers have heen taken from the artillerymen, 
pandsmen, nonceommissioned oftcers, and officers armed with Government revolvers, 
In place oF these revolvers a smaller pistol is being issued, which Toads seven cartridges 
at a time (i.e, ina magazine or clip-—H. 8.). 

Me Russians are increasing the machine-gun establishment here, 1 will report 
details wlien the matter is completed. 

Sirdar Ishak Khan is a frequent guest of the Governor, and cont 
with every distinetion. 
















ues to be treated. 








ed) =, SMYTH, € 
Military Attaché. 





Meshied, clugust 29, 1908. 








(83443 | No, 590. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 25.) 
(No. 257.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 11, 1908. 





WITH reference to my despatch No, 224 of the th October, 1907, 1 have the 
honour to report that Hashmat-ul-Mulk, who has made repeated efforts throughout the: 
winter and spring to obtain the joint Governorship of Seistan and Kain, took advane 
tage, about the beginning of last month, of the ‘bility of the Shah's entourage to 
bribery, to recommence his intrigues. for that purpose, \8 the return of the Hashmat 
to those reiions must almost certainly result in disorders between nis partisans and the 
supporters of Shaukataul-Mulk, L continued, as on previous occasions, ce on the 
Persian Government, through the Minister for Foreig airs, that the Hashmat should 
not bellowed. to leave ‘Veliran, to them that Shaukat-uleMulk had proved 
jimself ory Goyernor by the tranquil 1 liave reigned 
in Kain for so long, and for a time it seemed [il i would 
have the desired effect, Hashmat-ul-Mulk, however, was contin tally ines the 
figure of the *pishkesh” he was willing to pay for the Kain appointment, aud w 
last he reached the sunvof 58,000 tomans the Firman was granted to 
Hecause the Court party think it is the largest amount that he can raise, 
20,000 tomanis of this sim was obtained by Hasbmat's son, Mohammed Reza, who ts 
father's Deput jor in Seistan, as a loan from the Russian Bank red on the 

os of the province, | have no reason to suppose that in granting the advance the 
Russian Bank was actuated by any political motive; on the contrary, M. de Hartwig, to 
whom T Have explained the position, lias promised to urge on Alaces-Sultanch that the 
Hashwat should not return to m Persia. 

In the meantime His Maj ul in Seistan, who is very anxious to maintain 
Shaukatul-Mulk in the Kain Governorship, had been advising ig as there 
seemed to bea prospect that my efforts here would mect with st 
to he bled hy paying an extortionate “pishkesh ;” bat alth 
Tas actually now been given to the Haslmat, Shaukat’s agents in Tehran have reported to 
in that it vould not be too late to preseave the provinee to him by the payment of a 
“epishkest” of 30,000 Comans. Major Kennion believes that Shaukat is well able to 
way a much kirger sum than this, but reports that he is unwilling: to do. so except by. 

‘part ot it on loan, s0 as to produce the impression that he is finaneially at the 
anid eaunot be further muleted, ‘To assist the Shaukat in this, Major 
‘ested that it should he taken into consideration whether « guarantee 
en for the Shaukat’s fictitious loan; but to this [have replied that 
forests off tranquillity Lam ready to do what 1 can to maintain the 
Shaukat in’ his present position, | cannot sce that our interests are for other reasons so 
Vound up with those of the Shaukat as to justify our guaranteeing a lo ir him, more 
especially as since the signature of th Anglo-Iussian Convention of last year the 
contlict of political interests has practically: ceased in those regions. Tv appears to me 
also that if, as Major Kennion believes, the SI ait ean command a much more 
considerable sum than the 30,000 tomans above mentioned, he should have no difficulty 
i obtaining a fictitious loan without any assistan: 
Lhaye, &. 
(Signed) | CHARLES M. MARLING, 
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[83392] No. 591. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 408.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September. 18, 1908, 





IN conversation with M. Teharykoff this afternoon, the question of the Turco- 
Persian frontier was mentioned, and he expressed his satisfaction that the Turkish 
n from the localities which they had occupied in 

in the country, 







the shah 

the steps which the two Governments had taken inn question closely affecting the 

interests of Pers ication should not become too belated, 

told M. Teharykoit that it seemed to me personally that his v 

and that Lwould inquire of you whether you would be disposed to give effect to them. 
T have, &e. 

(Signed) 











NICOLSON. 





[83394] No, 592. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir E 





ward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 410.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, September 18, 1908. 

T TOLD M, Teharykoif to-day that T was commissioned to suggest to him that 
the Shal might be pressed to give a reply to the identic communication which had been 
made to him by the Russian and British Representatives at Tehran in respect to a 
Ueclaration on his part that he would hold the elections and convoke the Assembly at 
the dates fixed, M. Teharykolf said that he saw no objection to such a step, but that 
he would be glad if would write him a line on the subject, and thac he would then 

ve meadefinite reply. His Excellency then proceeded to mention certain allexed 
fotions on the part of some subordinate British officinls in Persia whieh were hardly in 
consonance with the views of either of the (wo Governments of Russin and Great Britain 
or of the two Legations. He said that he had already telegraphed to. M, Poklewski 
Speak to you on the subject, and so it is unnecessary for me to repent the allexati 
Which he made, I told him that as my Government were in possession of the 
Complaints whiek he had to make it was of no avail for me to speak on them, thowsh 
1 id not believe that Mr, Churebill could have circulated misleading, or, indeed, any, 
reports as to the communication which had been made to the Shah; and that I was 
tuaware that the French Viee-Consil had accompanied the British Viee-Consul to the 

amp of the Commander of the Shah’s troops. 

M. Teharykoff remarked that it was most unfortunate that the fict of a 
communication haying been made to the Shah had leaked out into the English press, ag 
ft naturally placed the Shah in an embarrassing position. He wished, however, to tell 
ine that, at a recent review which, at His Majesty’s invitation, M. de Hartivig: had 
iiiended, the Shak had assured the latter that he fully intended to issue very shortly a 
declaration in the sense desired, as he was confident of mastering the difficulties’ at 
fuctory so far as. 

the Shah for 

th Jaration would 
jn fact be issued within a few days) He had left it to M, de Hartwig, to suggest that it 
vould be better not to await the pacification of Tabreez, as to which he was not so 
Optimistic as His Majesty, but to promulgate his decision to hold the elections for all 
pacts of Persia with the exception of the above-mentioned town, Tt was clear that 
itil some order was restored in Tabreez no elections could be held, and it was possible 
that an immediate declaration on the part of the Shah would assist towards the 
shment of peaceable conditions in that town. At the same time, the exclusion of 
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Tabreez would remove all doubts that the Shah was announcing his determination to 
fulfil his promises merely under the pressure of fear of the revolutionaries. He had left 
it to the discretion of M. de Hartwig to make the above suggestion, as, being on the 
spot, hie was the best judge of its opportuneness. 





Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 








(83398) No. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 414, Confidential.) 
Sir, 


593, 





St, Petersburgh, September 2 
despatch No. 281 of the Sth instant, 
hing a British school at Tehran, and you were 

ws to the view which the Russian Government 





had the honour to receive you 
relative to the question of estab) 
‘good enough to ask for my oy 
might take of such a project. 
T would submit that 
the vi 











Government have 
question whether they might not regard the proposal 
Russian Convention, I kee no objection, howeve 
permission, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on t 

plain that a Gorman school has been estabilished at 





been solicited, 











infringement of the Auglo- 

ny sounding, with your 
nd L would propose to 
that in order to 
stablishment of a British, 
hool might prove an effective ‘The 
of German julluence is, itis tru to the mind of 
nt ye some doubts whether ‘they might not prefer, 
notwithstanding, that a British school, if one is to be hed, should be set m 
the south of Persia, cithor in the British or in the ueutral zone. Should they raise 
olijections to a British school being instituted 
to'submit, be dificult for us to resist such objections. I could not sta 
hat is likely to be the view of the Russian Goveroment ; 
broaching the subject. to the Ministry to give my propos 
suggestion than of a decided yvish oni the part of His 3 


























tho Russian 


















's Governmer 














Thave, 
(Sigued) NICOLSON. 
(33405) 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No, 421,) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, September 22, 1908. 








WITH ve to your despatch No, 
fo report that 1 told M, ‘Teharykol this att 


matter, perhaps of past history, bat in ve 





the Sth instant, T have the honour 
noon that 4 wished to mention to him a 
. wil to which it was desirable to remove any 
misapprehensions whiel» might exist in the mind of the Russian Government. I said 
tat 1 referred to the asylum whieh had heen taken by a number of refugees in the 
village of Gulalek, 1 gathered that M. de Hartwig hind at one time the impression, 
not that My Mavling had eneouaged the arrival of the refuges, 
absurd, but that perhaps the latter had not been suficiently firm in exped! 
dypartive, Thi had an opportunity of readin from Mr. Marling 
suulject, and it was clone that he had to deal with cediugly di 
ds lead into Gulaliek, and Me, Marling could not possibl 
force at his disposal uard all these rods, and, therefore 
village ov tlie Legation rounds in considerable numbers, rae 
iil used every possible means of persuasion, threats, or nduce these people 
to leave, and eventually he wa essful. yBut 1 begged him not to imagine that it 
was at All agreeable arling to have these troublesome intraders; he was 
aysious that none should come, and aw nxious that they should leave, 
He hd acted with all possihle promptitude 
M. Tcharykoft was evidently not d 
perfectly understood the diffieult position o 






























with the 
the refugees came i 
Marling and his staif 
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of action; but the matter was now. over, and the two Legations were now on a 
friendly footing. As I saw that he wished to get off the question, and as I had said 
all that seemed to be necessary, 1 passed on to other subjects, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





(33406) No. 595, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No, 422.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, September 28, 1908, 


T INFORMED M, Tebarykoif yesterday that a reply had been received from 
the Shah to the identic communication which had been made to him as to tho 
convocation of the Assembly, &e., but that it was of a vague and unsatisfactory: 
character. [ had received instructions to inquire of him whetlier, in these circumstances, 
he did not consider it desirable to take some steps towards obtaining some more 
definite and satisfactory assurances, 

M. ‘Teharykoff said that the written reply 
Minister was also unsatisfactory, but that a verbal message had also been sont, stating 
that the Shah intended to issue a declaration in accordance with the advice which had 

en him, M. Tcharykolf considered that it was quite possible that the Shah, 
preserving his own dignity, had been guarded and cautious in his writton 
ly, and that the verbs was intended to be explanatory of the v 
nmunication. It would, in these circumstances, perhaps be desirable to wait for a 
few days to see if the Shah acted up to his assurances, and not to exereiso any further 
pressuie for the moment, 








lich had been received by the Russian 






















T have, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





(83636) 





Mr, M. Ellinger to Forcign Office —(Received September 28.) 


‘Dear Mr, Mallet, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, September 26, 1908, 
FOR your guidance I hand you inclosed a copy of my to-day’s letter to Mr, Arthur 
Wilson Fox, together with copy of the extract therein referred to, 
Yours 
(Signed) 





sorely, 
M, ELLINGER. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 596. 


Mr. M. Ellinger to Mr. A. Wilson Fox. 
Dear Mr, Wilson Fox, September 26, 1008. 

WITH reference’ to the letter to hand yesterday from Mr, Clarke, Iwill try and 
arrange to call upon you carly next week and will make a definite appointment later, 

In the meantime, I am pleased to be able to inform you that our efforts, in 
conjunetion with those of Mr, Marling, have been so far. suceessful that. the Mouin has 
now written us that he would be willing to form a Company upon lines which h 
indicates, but that a condition precedent to the formation of the Company is the rece 
of satisfitctory assurances of protection to be afforded to him and his sons by Tis 
Majesty's Government, Tt appears to me that if a Company with limited liability were 
registered in this country for the purpose of acquiring oxide on the Island of Ormuz, 
His Majesty’s Government would give absolute protection to the property of the 


















consulted, if any attempt were made by the Persian Government to interfere with the 
ownership of the shares acquired in this Company the Persian sharcholders would have 
the protection of the English law behind them, and no English Company could be 








































































| 
| 
























404 


required to pay any rogard whatever to an attempt made by an autocratic Government 
merely at its pleasure, and without, any reference to the properly constituted laws and 
Tegal “Tribunals of Persia to arbitrarily deprive the Persian sharcholders or their 
successors of their shares, and that the property in such a ease would be absolutely 
secure to them and their heirs. 

Nov, if this be so, and if the Mouin and his five sons enter into an engagement 
the Company to mine oxide in the Island of Ormuz, and to place it fo.b. steamers, 
would His Majesty’s Government not be in a position to give assurances as to the 
protection of their lives and persons against any attempt of the Persian Government, 
Trbitrarily and without reference to the properly constituted Iaws and legal Tribunals 
of the country to autocratically interfere or threaten their safety, so ax to prevent them 
from carrying ont the obligations into which they had ente think if assurances 
fon lines ‘of this description could be given, coupled with assurances as to general 
protection to be given unofficially by lis Majesty’s Legation in case of need, the 
Mouin's views on. this point would be satisfied, and we could then proceed to the 
consideration of the commercial aspects of the matter, {would suggest that when T 












































meet you we should endeayour to procure the assistance of Sir Richmond Ritchie, whose: 
ulvice upon this point would be of considerable value, and for your convenience | am 
sending you a copy of this letter, which you can hand over to the India Office if you 





for the informati 





40 desire, and Lalso send a copy to Mr. Mallet dix 
Oflice, 

‘As regards the commercial side of the question, [ think the best plan would be to 
putyon now in full possession of the Mouin’s ideas, so that you may liave an opportunity 
Tr considering the matter before we meet; and for this purpose, and in confidence, I 
give you an extract of what he writes in. reference to the Company, of whieh nothing 
inust be disclosed to Messrs, I, C, Strick and Co,, or others. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) M. ELLINGER, 


n of the Foreign 










eee 


Inclosure 2 in No, 596. 


Haji Aga Mohamed Dehdashty Mouintujar to Messrs. Hllinger and C 








= 
(Extrmet.) Tehran, September 12, 1905. 

T SUND you a scheme for the formation of a Company, which I hope will suit 
those who wisi to take part in the Company, Uhave done all I'ean to make the conditions 
easy. [will myself take part in the Company, so that the other shareholders may be 
certain that [will spare no efforts in seeing that things go well in so far as regards the 
Gelivery of the oxide, Re, I this scheme fails I seriously doubt whether you ean form a 
Company. My principal object is to have the protection of the British Goverment 
to satexuard my rights, Without this, you know quite well [ have never wished to make 
contract for any length of time. It would be well for you first to have an interview with 
your Roreign Office, with a view to obtaining trom this Department written assurances of 
protection for me. 

TE a Company: is formed with a eash eapit 
the capital as follows: 5,000/, in the names of each of my five so 
and the balance in my own name, T wish my sons to be shareholders 
so that they may he protection of the British Government, Tt is further desirable 
that the contract of sale should be im the name of my son Aga Mohamed Rahim 
Moayentujar and of his son Aga Mohamed Reza, and any i him is 
to be considered as hearing my own signature; but if this arrangement eanses any 
inconvenience I would sign the contract hy procuration in the names of Aga Mohamed 
Rahim Moaventujar ani Aga Mohamed 1 

If other conditions occur to me I will wrije them before signature of the contract. 

‘As regards your commission, 2,002, eash and 5 per cent, on the sale of the oxide 
fe-sulicient 

In addition to th 
tne from respon 
or prevent me loadin 

In view of the fet that you and Mr, Marling both advise me to form a Company, 
Tam inclined to do so, and set forth herewith the conditions which I propose as a basis: 
for the formation ef such a Company 










































supplementary contract freeing 
Concession 


sale there must be 
ian, Government should take away 





contract of 
y in case the Pe 
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(a) The Company to buy 120,000 tons oxide at 42s. Gd. per ton f.o.b. 

(a) 4 120, 2s. 6d. per ton fob, to b 
delivered in equal annual quantities of 6,000 tons, ‘The Company, to have the monopoly. 
for Europe and delivery of the whole of the 120,000 tons to be taken within the twenty 
years. 

(@.) Land my son participate in the Company to the extent of one-third, 

ears . x9 crite. xa econ 
teuting one-thicd of the capital and participating to that extent in the ofleand 
losses. 
_ (c) Should the annual eonsumption of the oxide exceed 6,000 tons in any one 
1 willfarnish such excess quantity upto and not exeeeding 2,000 tons at Parte ass 
realized by the sale of such excess quantity, always provided that f 
reazed by theme of quantity p iat my half share shall not 

(d) The total quantity to be delivered in any one year shall not exceed 8,000 tons 5 
tbat is, 6,000 tons bought by the Company at 42s, Gd, -and 2,000 tons to be provided by 
me on the conditions set forth in paragraph (c). 

(c) Should the Company suecced in selling any one year more than 8,000 tons, 
the price for any quantity in excess of the said 8,000 tons shall be a matter of arrange: 
ment between the Company and myself, 

(fp) {The ote iso be delivered as usual by, me fo, seamer at Onmug. ‘ho 
oxide is to be mined exelnsively from the Ormuz mines, and Tam no 
responsible for the quality of the oxide, See eee 

(g.) Any quantity of whieh delivery is required in any o 
the 600 tons Vought at 42s, Gd. under the contract. botwe 
yselt must he for delivery to. the consumers 
warehoused. 

(i,) The Company may raise the cash amount required of 100,001, by loan at the 
rate of interest of per cent, annum, the lonn to be repaid! during tho curronvy: of 
tienty years by anunl payments of 5,000 2 A 

“ (i), The Company ean alternately’ provide the cash (10,0001) required by its own 
capital without having recourse to a loan, 

(j,) The Company is to be a Limited Company and to have its registered offices in 
London. All the shareholders, without any exception, must be under the protection of 
His Majesty's Government, Ih ease of disputes, such disputes must be regulated by the 
English Courts, is 

(&), The 1g the oxide is to be paid by the vendor, as likewise the co 
of putting the eargo fo.b, at Ormuz, ae ee arr 

(1) The Company is to buy 6,000 tons per year at 4s, Gd. per ton, making 
total value of 12,7504, of which amount 5,001. is to be appropr eaicaveede rebar 
ment of the capital sim of 100,000, 8,001 for interest, an the remainder 17501 
to be paid to the vendor, as likewise halt’ the amount realized by the sale of the 2,000 
tons of any portion thercof, of which delivery may be taken in any: year in excess 

,000 tons. ‘ 
) The Company to be liquidated at the termination of twenty yeurs, alter 
‘any new arrangement must be by mutual agreem: d the Shareholders 

of the Company shall have no preferential rights orany further claim on the oxide, 

(1), The Moaventujar agrees to pay Messrs. Bllinger aud Co,, their agents, 2,000) 
commission on the 100,000. received in eash, and Messrs. Kllinger and Co, are further 
Loess re ee the annual sles of the oxide durin yeu 

(o,) Should the 100,000L, be raised by loan, the amount to be repaid annually until 
the loan is liquidated with interest, Ba 

() If the Company, instead of raising the 100,000 by loan, provides. this, 
smoney by its own capital he vendor will contribute one-third of Ue amount his 
share; 

(q.) The British Government is te undertake, in ease of need, the protection of 
te Moaventujar, so that hie may always be able to carry out his obligations in the 
sland of Ormuz, 




















year over and above 
the Company. and 
the same year, and may hot be 









































































sn ea NUM Toterenee ola () the Asin bas exist alent) 0001 aa 
being the interest payable at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum on the sum of 100,000 
and this mistake we shall point out to ih P BRENNA 
‘As regards clause (3), the remineration whieh the Mouin proposes shall be paid 
to us is, in our opinion, inadequate, and in laying these conditions for the proposed. 
Company before you we reserve all our rights as regards further discussion of this poi 
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83651) No. 597. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Giey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 178.) 
Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 28, 1908, 

M.ICHARYKOFF tells me that the document containing the Shah's Proclama- 
tion is contradictory, obseure, and ornate. One passage says that a new Blectoral Law 





P. 











‘will be issued on the Lith November, and another mentions the same date for the 
01 





vocation of the Assembly. 

M. Tcharykolf expressed himself perfectly ready to join in any steps which His 
ijesty’s Government might desire to take with a view to the elucidating the question 
the Proclamation, 









[83637] No, 598. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Kiward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 278.) 
Welegraphic.) P. Constantinople, September 28, 15008, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier 
Vali of Mosul has informed His Majesty's Vice-Consul at that place that he 
Dwlioves that the Vth Army Corps have not received instructions for the com 
evacuation of Pasyeh, as a battalion remains at each of the following plac Bane, 
Mamuro, Serdasht, and Pasvelt, 




















183545) No. 509. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Kihward Grey.—(Received September 





) 
1) 
(elographie) DP. Tehran, Septenbrr 28, 1908, 
SITUATION at Tabreez. In continuation of my B19 of the 26th 
ustuit, am ineffectual Dombardment of the town continue day and 
Friday. 
‘Phe Shah's forces will sulfer from the cold weather whieh: 


(No.8 















ss now set in, 





(83749) No. 600. 
Bourd of Trade to Foreign Office. —(Received September 29.) 


Sin, 





Board of Teale, September 25, 1908. 
1 AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledye the receipt of your letter of 
tho 13th ulti, inclosinge print of a despatch from His Majesty's Representative at 















‘Tulurai, with accompanying report to the Government of Lidia by the British Resident 
in the Porsian Gulf dealing with various matters affveting British commercial interests 





region, 
breton 
Major Cos’ sug 
Linjaih, especial Neen 
secon from the accompanying ‘Table that, 
portion of the pearl ands 10 the neighbourhood of Bahrein, the trate of the 
port lias considerably: «i 
share. It is still consi Ipi 
Quostly British) tend to inerease. appointment which 1 
ho upon will he made in concert with te Ln: rnment. 

1 ani also to suggest, for the consideration of Sir E. Grey, whether a Consular 
oftiger at Debai, to which much of the trade formerly d ngah has been 
iyuusforred, and also whether the Politieal Resident at Babrein sisted by a 
paid Viee-Consul. 

With regard to Major Cox’ ob 
fan to refer to the fact that this 
Russo-Persia 





© thereto, Tam to say that the Roard are disposed to concur in 
i ty of establishing a Vice-Consulate at 
wercial det Tt will be 











































vations respecting the Persian ‘Treaty. 
is in the main that which was appended to the 
‘eaty, this having been adopted as the basis of the Tarif side of the 
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negotiations leading up to the existing Anglo-Persian ‘Treaty. In view 

the present understanding with Russia Senay Persia, the Board hinte thoe Hoe 
Majesty's Government would probably hesitate to make advances to Persia in the 
direction of embarking upon a new negotiation—however desirable it may be to secure 
Some alteration of the Tariff provisions—without first coming to an agreement with 
Russia upon the matter. ‘The question whether circumstances are ripe for such action 
is one for the consideration of Sir B, Grey. 








__ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR WILSON FOX. 





Tuclosure in No. 600, 


‘Taape and Shipping of Lingah 1895-6 and 1905-6, distinguishing the British 
Share thereof, 











































Of whiel 
‘Toul. eae zi 
Vanited 
Kingdom. 
‘Tuar. 

Inports— £ ¥ £ 
1895, 587,000 1000 | 225,000 
1596 * 159,000 
1005 18,000 | 66,000 
1008 163,000, 11,000 | 127,000 

Sas 511,000 3,000 | 260,000 
gS 498000 (000 2,00) 
ess 42,000 
nce . 61,000 
4,000, | 485,000 
21000 | 424,000. 
105,000. 
188,000. 
Smirvixc, 
Tons. 
ze 115,000 ma 
S ++] 95,000 | 67,000 
3 3] rozjo00 | 74000 
a a 0 | S000 
SS] aszo00 | 115,000 iy 
se eee] 229,000, | 163,000. 
sae se] 286,000 | 1711000 
I) ts9i000 | 182%000 
o 2) 274/000 | 280\000 
| 

















Nore.—Compiled from vari 





Consular Reports 


* Tess than 1,000 





[33716] No. 601. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received Seplember 29.) 


Sir, India Office, September 28, 1908, 

WITH reference to the telegram from the Viceroy of the 14th instant, as to the 
Goyernorship of Kain, I am directed to inclose copy of papers on the subject, which 
have been received by mail from the Government of India. 

















408 


It is understood that His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran has received all 
the telegrams sent to the Governnient of India on the subject by the Consul in Seistan, 
Tn these circumstances, Lord Morley would be glad to know whether the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs considers it necessary that any action should be taken in, 
connection with the Viecroy’s telegram. 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 601. 
Major Kennion to Government of India, 


(Welegraphic,) P. Camp, vid Robat, August 5, 1908. 

FOLLOWING sent to His Majesty’s Chargé dAffaires, ‘Tehran :— 

« (No. 76.) 

“ Your tolegram No, 87 of 28rd July: Kain Governorship. 

“Shaukat received (wo telegrams from Mirza Baba and Hassan Khan, who are his 
two agents in Tehran, saying that Hashmat-ul-Mulk his given Shah, through Amir 
Bahadur, « promissory note, bucked by Arbab Jamshid, to pay 60,000 tomans in one 
month, and that Shaukat ip unless he pays 25,000. to 
80,000 tomans. Would it be possible to ascertain if his agents are speaking the 
truth’? In view of your telegram, T have repeated! my alviee to him not to pay 
ribo.” 


(Repeated to Cons 
























1-General, Khorassan.) 





Tnelosure 2 in No. G01. 





Major Kennion to Government of India. 


(Delegraphic.) P. Camp, vid Robat, August 7, 1908. 
KOLLOWING gent to His Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Aflaires, ‘Vehra 


(No. 77.)  Augus®7, 1908. 

“Pledge see my telegram No. 76 of Sth August: Kain Governorship. 

“Shaukat has telegraphed to his agent to represent that sinee he has had 
Goyerorship over 200,000 tomans, in addition to the revenue, liave been paid by hin 
that he had preserved order durin, 
satisfaction to people and forcign Repres 
continues, is that he is threatened with loss of 
ollering n bribe of 50,000 tomans. 

“Tle concludes by saying that he is unable to give more bribes.” 


(Repeated to Goyernment of India and Major Sykes.) 


















overnorship on Hashmat-ul-Mulk 





Major Kennion to Government of India. 


(elegraphie,) P, Camp, vid Robat, August 10, 1908, 
TIS Majesty's Chargé d'Atfaires, ‘Tehran, telegraphed! as follows on the 
th August s— 


« (No, 40.) 
Shaukat: Your telegrams Nos. 76 and 77— 
+ Repos seem to be tue ut Hashnoat-u-Afulk has no ready money to pay Amie 
borrow it, Russian Bank has refused to lend it, and Russian 





ng him any encouragement, 1 propose to send Hashmat-ul-Mulk a 


(Kepeated to Consul-Goneral, Khorassan,) 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 601. 


Major Kennion to Government of India, 


Camp, vid Robat, August 11, 1908. 


(Telegraphic. P. 
Cc SoELOWING sent to Tehran :— 





(Repeated to Consul-General, Khorasan.) 





No. 601, 





Inclosure 
Major Kennion to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. Camp, vid Robat, August 13, 1908. 
HIS Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, Tehran, telegraphs as follows on 
18th August 

“ (No, 42 
Please see your telegram No, 80. : 
Hashmat has heen refused assistance by Arbib Jam: 
1 20,000 tomans of the $0,000 tomans demanded of 
ing Kain, and is only being squeezed 

















and has only succeeded 
jim. 1 think Hashmat has 








in rai 0 
Tittle chance of regal 
(Repeated to Consul-General, Klorassan,) 








Inclosure 6 in No, 601. 





Major Keanion to Government of India, 





(eleg 





phic.) P. Camp, August 23, 1908. 
RAIN Governorship. 
Following sent to Legation as No, 88 and repeated to Meshe 








“Your telegram No, 42 of the 1th instant, 
“4 telegram received by Shaukat from Mirza Baba stated that Hashmat-ul-Mulke 
had been definitely refused Governorshyp, but repeated demand for money, 
Phe Shaukat now thinks of sending 110,000 tomans to Sh 
“Fam letting him kuow that it is due to British Legation that he lias not been 
turned out, and that 1 do not wish to dissuade hid from making te Shah a pence~ 
offering if he thinks it advisable now to do so.” 























Tnolosure 7 in No. 601. 
Major Kennion to Government of Tudia. 


(Pelegraphic.)_ P. Camp, vid Robat, August 28, 1908. 
FOLLOWING telegram sent to His Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, Tehran, 
‘as No, 85 and repeated to Major Sykes:— 


“Kain Governorsh 
«Report received from Daukes states that money has been urgently demanded from 
the Deputy Governor by Hashwiat-ul-Mulk, and that Russian Bank bas given a loan to 
former, 
“Further details will be obtained if possible,” 


[2599] oM 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 601. 
Major Kennion to Government of India, 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Birjand, vid Robat, August 30, 1908. 
ROLLOWIN 
« (No, 87.) 
© My telegram No, 80 of 11th August: Kain Governors 
“Reply hias heen received to people’s telegram, 
“Tt merely states that satisfactory arrangements will be made, wee 
“ Answer is read to signify that Shaukat will be replaced, as no assurance is given 
that hie will be retained, é 
“Position is that Shaukat does not want to pay heavily to secure Governorship for 
himself against an outsider, but he is bound to go to any length to prevent Hashmat-ul- 
Mulk coming, which would ruin him and his supporters. 
“Shaukat is nov remitting 6,000 tomans by telegraph, and he will send more to 
ayoid second of above alternatives unless T can give him some assurance fi 
“It would be of political advantage to us and of great assistance to Shaukat if T 
could tell him— 


“1, ‘Phat Legation will at any rate prevent Hashmat-ul-Mulk coming. 
“9, They will endeavour to secure Shaukat in Governorship. 


“Ty there any objection to this?” 





sent to Tehran :— 




















(Repeated to Consul-General, Khorasan.) 





Tnelosure 9 in No. 601. 


‘Major Kennion to Goternment of India. 





wmphic.) _P, Camp, vid Robat, August 31, 1908. 
TOLLOWING addressed to Tehran, and repeated to Meshed :-— a 


(No, 88,) * August 31, 1908, 
Lolegram No, 85 of 28th August: Kain Goyerrorship, : 

“Faun informed that loan, which is being repaid from revenue receipts, amounted, 
to 20,000 tomans and was for Seistan revenue. . 

“Tinperial Bank of Persin was first asked for toan of 10,000 tomans, but refused, 

If the loan was souxht trom a business point of view, I would point out. that 
Imperial Bank of Persia ought to have made 

“Tf, on the other hand, it was not, the 
litical object, i 
Pon eIL hits political effect whatever its object was, and it seems questionable whether 
it ought (o have boon made without reterence to ts. 
NiSee also diaties dated the Oth and 7th February and the 22nd and 81st Mare 


(te 

















ference is that it has been made with a 





Tnclosure 10 in No, 601. 


ion (0 Government of India. 





Mujor Ke 


(Helographie) Ps Camp, vid Robat, September 1, 1908. 
; FOLLOWING telegram No, 46, dated the 8lst Avzust, received from ‘Tehran s— 
nt the appointment of Hashmat-ul-Mulk to the Kain 
t todo soand also to maintain Shaukat in his 





our teleziam No. $7. 
not undertake to pre 
ut will make every e 
present position,’ 















(Repeated to Major Syke 








All 


133769) No. 602, 





Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received September 29.) 


India Office, September 28, 1908 
directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, asking 
for the views of the Secretary of State for India on the Meniorandum of the Russian 
Government of the 15th ultimo in regard to the scheme propounded to them by the 
British Government for the joint construction of a railway from Mohiammerah to Julfa, 
rds the question of cost, the Ru jovermnent point out that Persia 
ble to provide funds, and that the state of their own finances does not allow them 
nid cap he proposal made to them if the financial 
ty can be settled with the help of His Majesty's Government. 
3. Coming to the question of the steps to give effect to the scheme, the Russian 
WW the question of a Railway Concess 
simultaneously with that of the loan, which they appear to 
nake to the Persian Government. | ‘The 
nit from the undertaking to. grant no Railway 































1910. 

4. As regands the lines to be constructed in their sphere, the Russian Government, 
consider that ‘Tehran should be connected with the Julfa-Mohammerah line, and also 
with Resht and Bnzeli, ‘They further contemplate the constriction of a line from 
Axkabad to Meshed. ‘They state that the order in which these lines are to constructed 
ald be such as to t Russian i rests, and that the question of the rates on the 
to Mohammerahi must zulated as not to injure the commercial and financial 
position es or sphere 

5, The paramount difliculty, in Lord Morley’s opinion, is that of finanee, lis 
jections to the principle of contributing from Tidian revenues to the cost of British 

nel commen Persia are well known to Sir B. Groy. Further, 

the present financial position in India renders it impracticable for the Secretary of State 

in Comeil to prov or otherwise, for 

“ If the Russian proposal 

in its present form it will therefore be for the Chaucellor of the 
xehiequer to decide whether British re an afford the cost. 

6. As rogards the question of the possibility of a loan to Persia, which is raised by 
issian Memorandum, I am to take this opport iy thatthe balances of the 

ssury of the Government of India have beh so seriously depleted by the 

of the sales of bills on India and other causes, that it willl not be 
ble to provide from thom, as was done in the ease of former loans, either the 
part of any sum that His Majost nmnent may decide to advance to the 
iovernment. The n funds would therefore have to be provided by: the 
i, Exchequer, as tho Sc of State in Coieil would not be justified in 
horrowing for the purpose. 

7. There is tho further difficulty to be considered in connection with the railway 
tion that it has not yet been ascertained for certain that the construction of the 
proposed line is practicable from the engineering point of view. ‘The evidence taken 
by theSub-Committee of the Committee of Imperial Defence showed that not only havo 

been made, but that there has not been even such an examination of the 
through which tho line would run as to enable even the roughest foreenst, either 
Of the cost or of the aligument to be followed, to be made ; nor have we, so far as Lord 
‘Morley is aware, any information as to the cost of the lines proposed in the Russian 
sphere, 
















































































Lord Morley’s view on the general ques 
apracticable to take into consideration the qu 
most that could be contemplated would, in his opinion, be to obtain jointly with Russia 

1 Government, which would make it impossible Tor any third 
ower to obtain Conerssions for railways. But it would have to be clearly stipulated 
that Hi ’s Government are not pledged to actual construction till the 

makes it possible for the scheme to be financed on sound 






as at present advised, is that it is 
on of immediate construction. The 











































a2 





opinion in India and Afghanistan if it were believed that the Russian 
wnt intended to make the line to Meshed, referred to in their Memorandum. ¢ 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 





on publi 
Govern 








[83730] No, 603. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 29.) 





Sir, India Office, September 2 

1 AM directed by Viscount Morley to acknowledue the reecipt of y 
Gated the 21st instant, in which you state that the Sceretary of State for For 
‘Affairs considers that the acquisitidn of the Abwaz—Bora olammerah telegraph 
Tine is of greater importance to British interests than the completion of the proposed 
shange of control of telegraph lines with Russia, and that the solut 
question should be expedited even at the cost of some del 

{nreply, Lam to inform you that Lord Mork 
and will cause instructions to be sent to the Director of the Indo 
Depariment at Vehran to conduct his negotiations on the lines indicated. 

‘A copy of a note on the subject by tle Director-in-chief, Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department, is inclosed herewith. 














































Tam, &c. 
ned) COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 








Inclosure in No. 603 


Note by Mr. Kirk. 


























MY information is that the Persian Minister of 1 aplis is not inclined to 
favou the proposal to make over the charge of the Meshed—ehran line to the Russia 
Te stated to the Director of Telegraphs at ‘Tehran that any negotiations with regard 








oul he settled. Fe appears, 
control of the Borasju 
il this. transfer i 


<0 it would beh 
however, to be wil amend the maki 
Alva line to the Indo- n Telegraph Dey t 
the more important one for ys to obtain, It advisable th 
should be s shown in the last p 1 Office letter, and 
instructions tight be given me to wet as proposed, a sary onlers 
to the Director at Tehran, 

















(Signed) I. A, KIRK. 





September 2%, 1908, 





| 33699] No. 604, 
India Office (o Fi (Received September 29.) 





‘reign Office 


India Office, September 28, 1908. 
your letter dated the 21st instant regarding the Red Oxide 
rei, Lam dinoted by Viscount Morley to inform you 
proposal of the ary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
Df lie words and on conditions ” in th ¢ commu ation whe 
{is proposed to make to the Persian Government, and to approve the advice whic 
Me tal fests that he should give to the agent of Messrs, Hadjt Ali Akbar 
and Sons in 'Velu 

































Tam, &e, 


(Signed) COLIN G. 





MPBELL. 
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(33754) No, 605. 
Messrs. Ph. Ziegler and Co, to Foreign Office.—(Received September 29.) 


Sir, Manchester, September 28, 1908. 

REFERRING to the correspondence which has passed between us on the subject 
of thie disturbances in Tabreez, our friends. w; the mail to hand to-day 

ning definitely what Mr. Walter Flinn told Ma, Lister in conversation at the 
Foreign Office on the 2th ultimo, namely, t n Consul lias actually 
handed in a claim on behalf of a Russiin subject whose elient’s place had been 
plundered of everything contained in it. 

In your communication of the 9th instant. y« 
that Mr, Marling lind been instructed to as 
presented by the Ru: 
such losses in ‘Tabreez, 3 
present confirmation of this fac 
to know how they stand, and, therefore, any i 
give us bearing on the position will be greatl 














od enous to inform us 
such a claim had been 
neurred. 





















ry anxious 
formation you may be good enough to 
valued by, Six, your, &e, 

ned) PH, ZIEGLER axp Co, 
















(83773) No, 606. 


Sir G. Lowther lo Sir Euward Grey—(Received September 29.) 

No. 279.) 

‘elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, September 29, 1908, 
THAVE received a telegram from Mr, Consul-Ceneral Wratislaw, dated the» 

24th instant, informing me that thor has been lately a considerable reduction of 

Turkish troops on the frontier. ‘Tho Turks have withdrawn a battery from ‘Pergavar, 

He reports the departuro of Yaver Pasha for Van, but states that the Turkish troops 

still remain in occupied distr 























(38790) No. 607, 
Edward G 





Mr. Marling to iy — (Received Semenber 29.) 









P Tehran, September 20, 1908, 

ENDING negotiations to obtain an equitable sett! which are being 
on through the Russian Consul-Genoral, fighting has ceased at Tabre 
Shial's troops have fired on and robbed a Brench officer who was proceeding 
t Urumia, and the post between abrooz and Uramia has heen robbed twi 













cari 














(80130) No. 608, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 







g P Foreign Office, September 20, 1908, 
KERMANSHAH Customs, Please refer to your despatch No, 218 of the 







hat the Russian Bank have oncashed last’ payment, 
usioits that their lien on these Customs should now be transferred 19 








those of Bushi 

You sould press the Persian Government to agreo to this 
ground that for payment of interest on the British loan the secu 
Customs has ceased to be available. 








s arrangement on tho 
ty of the Kermanshah 
















[1599] 
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[33651] No e00 


‘Sir Eduard Grey to Mr. Marling. 
jo. 217. x 
(reigerphie) R, Foreign Office, September 29, 1908. 
SHAH'S Proclamation. Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 178. 
T should be glad to receive your suggestions as to what course to adopt. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 404.) 








[83780] No. 610. 


Memorandum respecting Railweay Constructi 





in Persia. 





IN a Memorandum of the 16th August the Russian Government 
indications of their attitude regarding railway construction in Persia, sa 

‘Nhe first paragraph, which is as follows, shows evidence of some misapp 
hension :— 








“De Gouvemement Britannique ayant proposé au, Gouvernement Impérial de 
fer dun commun accord & Ia construction en P. heting de fet ay 
Dvtant du point terminus du néeau Russe A Djoulfa, artiveraient & Mohammerah, te 
Ministre Tnp6rial es Affaires Etrangores a Yhonneur informer 'Ambaesade Mey 
qu'il accepte cette proposition en principe, et qu'il est prot a. entrer. dans un éehane 
dle vues avee Ambassade concernant les modalités pratiques de Ia mise ’ ex¢ 
Ja dite proposition.” 





prov 













ae eres ee 
1 making proposals to the Russian Government it is understood that 
Nelo ee aaa ca mplated not actual construction, but rather timely co- 
operation in earinarking concessions which might otherwise be exploited to the detrin 
‘of both Powers, ¥ vf 
i y be otective character, ig at 
‘Any agreement now reached should simply be of a protective ch rh : 
tho exeltsion of thin parties, anil enleulated to assute to Great Britain and Russia a 
position of vantage whenever the time is ripe for construction, thus avoiding outsile 
Competition in enterprises not devoid of political import. . 4 
Hie dratinekse in existing efrcumstanees, of entering into detail as to the 
railway, the constitution of the Board, the allotment of shares, or the 
fujustnent of ‘Tarift rates are clear any attempt to settle these matters would be 
premature, and likely: to lea) to future embitrrassment. For, apart from the uncertainty 
‘of the political situation, alike in unis and in Persi ah ere are -many fase 
iknown quantities, which cannot fail to exercise a determining: ut 7 
Absence of all surveys, even of a yrelininary character, the results which may attend 
the operations of the Oil Syndicate in South-West Persia, the ultimate constitution of 
the Bagdad Rail Company, and the question of whether or not a branch | hi 3 
ted to Khanikin, ‘Many developments of this nature must, in the opinion of 
His Majesty's Government, he awaited etore a railway from Julfa to Mohammerab ean 
¢ planed or built with adequate commercial success. arr 
Hear its nol. allogeter imposible that one object of such a railway, vi, to 
forestall the advent of the Germans, might ore ectvely be accor s 0 
district with ineomparably greater commercial possiblities and minor obstacles to con= 
deloms by. bulang a ravay from Bagdad to Bussorah along the ‘Tigris Valley. 
‘Attention will be directed to some aspects of this question in a separate Memorandum 
‘ch is in course of preparation. é Sheet ie: a, 
weet malt naw withthe several points raised in the Russian aidesménoire they may 
‘conveniently be summarized as follow ~ 


1, The Russian Government would be prepared to liberate Persia from the anti- 
Railway Convention, 








































































imstances the Convention ‘on the 11th November, 1910, 
° that construction could he begun before then. : 
it is interesting to note that, in 1902, the Grand 
‘s Chargé d'Aifaires that he bad intimated to Count Lamsdori 





In existing € 
ant itis hardly eoneeiy 
hy this connie 
formed is Majess 
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that “ Persia would not agree to a further renewal of the Agreement, which would 
expire in 1910.” 

2. Neither Persia nor Russia can participate in building railways by subseribing 
capital, but the Russian Government are ready to accept His Majesty's 
Government's proposal, if the financial side of the question can be solved with 
British assistance, 








Public opinion would of course ridicule the idea of building a railway, of whieh 
two-thirds would be in the Russian sphere, at British expense, 





3. The question of a loan to the Persian Government is intimately connected with 


that of a Railway Concession, 





Apparently the mean is that a loan is to be made to Persia, on more 
favourable terms than would otherwise be the case, in return for the grant of a Railway 
Concession. ‘The upshot of such a provision as this is that a proportionate addition 
must be made to the cost of the railway, which is to be built at British expense, 


Mr. Marling has just reported that he is by no means convinced that the Persian 
Government are in need of a considerable loan. 








4, ‘The lines in the Russian sphere should serve to. maintain and dovelop Russian 
interests (a) by the chronological order in which they are built; and (0) by 
manipulation of Tariff rates on the Mohammerah line 


Assuming, solely for purposes of argument, that the financial difficulty had been 
overcome, His Majesty's Government might meet the Russian Government to a cortamn 
extent by agreeing that construction should be carried out from north to south, and 
not vice versd, thus affording prior opportunities to Russian commeree, Tt would be 
out of the question to assent to the discrimination of ‘Tariff rates in favour of 
Russian goods, 5 


Moreover, the influx of British goods which the Russian Gov 
contemplate with anxiety, would be more than outweighed by the a 
trade would derive through connection with the sea. 

















‘nment appear to, 
vantages: Russian 





5. Russia would desire to build branches from Resht, Enveli, and ‘Tehran, ‘The 
necessity of a line from Askhabad to Meshed must likewise be considered, 


Tt would perhaps be possible to induce the Russian Government to defer th 
Askhabad-Meshed line for several years, as it would be sure to evoke great opposition 
ft present in India and Afghanistan, Eventually the Russian and Indian systems aro 
likely to be linked up, but precipitate action such as the construction of w line to 
Meshed might have the opposite effect of that desired, and lead to a recrudescence of 
mutual mistrust, As, however, the Russian Government have intimated their vie 
regard to this line, we might, in replying, state that we consider there are 4 
objections to raising the question of construction in astern Persia at present; that 
when the time comes a British line might be made from Lingah or Bunder Abbas along 
the important trade route to Kerman; but that this is an aspect of the question which 
does not present itself in dealing with the proposals regarding a line trom Julfa to 
Mohammerah. 

Perhaps it would be well to prepare a Memorandum for communication to 
M, Isvolsky, showing the misunderstanding which has arisen, and setting forth. the 
financial difficulties involved in the Russian proposals, 


Foreign Office, September 29, 1908. 
























[83870] No. 611. 


Messrs. Ph. Ziegler and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received September 30.) 
Sir, Manchester, September 29, 1908, 
SINCE writing you yesterday, another mail has come in frota Tubroer, in which 
our friends inform us that, three claims, similar to the one already mentioned, have 
‘been accepted by the Russian Consul, who promised to sce them put through in the 
the right quarter. 
1599} ° 


5 























£16 


0 communicate these additional facts to you because it is of vital 
should be known in 

assia to her subjects 
subjects, a8 the 
mportors and 
ry of a repetition of 


















abstain from dealing with British firms in vie 
troublous times in the future. 





‘We remain, &. 
(Signed) PH. ZTEGLER axp Co. 





(33783) No, 612, 


Sir G, Lowther (o Sir Edirard Grey—(Received September 30.) 








raphic.) DP. Constantinople, September 29, 1908. 


TURCO-PERSIAN. fronti 
My tologram No. 





stant, 
Dattery and five ba 





reported by the Vieo= 








(33872) No. 613. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 
(No. 828.) 
(Heleraphie.) BP. Tehran, 
MIE Shah and Constitution, With reference to telegra 
stant from Sir A. Nicolson : 
Tt is, in my opinion, essential that the date for the assombly of the Medjliss and 
consequently thio dite of the elections also should he fixed. 








Septeniber 30, 1908. 
No. 178 of the 25th 















Ih view of tho arrival of lis Majesty's Minister to-morrow, I hesitate to offer 
definite suggestions in regard {@ the electoral law, of which the drafting is the chief 
difficulty. 

{83699} No. G14. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





(No, 278) 
(ielegraphie,) P. Foreign Office, 
PLUASE refer to your telegram No. 815 of the 21st in 





80, 1908, 
irri Red Oxide 








C 
as to insertion of words suggested by you. 





(83047 | No. 615, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No, 805.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 80, 1908. 

WITIL reference to your Exeellency’s despatch No. 386 of the 27th Angust, T 
transmit to you herowith a copy of a letter from the India Office,® inclosing a draft 
Memorandum of working arrangements as between the British and Russian Govern- 
ments on the transfer of the control of the Tehran-Meshed line, and of the Khal— 
Nasratabad telegraph line, 














* No, 563, 





AT 


Thave to request your Excellency to communicate a copy of thi 

ve to req x y this dos to 
the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and to discuss it wa his Beale re 
only point which appears to have been omitted is that relating to the hours at which 
the Russian and British signallers should respectively have access to the offices, but 


Shin cats which could probably be most conveniently arranged by the officials 





_ Lam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





